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Coast-to-Coast Relay May Be Impetus 


To Studios & Stars Plunging Into TV 


By BOB STAHL 


Opening of the coast-to-coast tel- 
evision relay system by the end | 
of this year may provide the final 
impetus necessary to get the major | 
film studios and top screen stars 
into TV. Reports emanating from 
the Coast indicate that the studios, 
already convinced that TV_ has 
grown important enough to be a 
valuable exploitation medium, may 
be willing to lift their bans against 
use of both their contract players 
and story properties on video as 
soon as the networks can originate 
their shows live in Hollywood. 

As a result, a number of the top 
TV dramatic programs now airing 
from the east are expected to 
switeh to Hollywood as soon as 
the final links in the nationwide 
relay system are completed. First 
of these may be the Robert Mont- 
gomery show, aired alternate Mon- 
day nights on NBC under Ameri- 
can Tobacco sponsorship. Talent- 
package agent John Gibbs, part- 


ner of Montgomery in Neptune 
Productions, which packages the 
series, is slated to plane to the 
Coast in February on a_scout- 


ing mission. He hopes to ascertain 
definitely the attitude of the stu- 





dios and stars to live originations 
from Hollywood. 

According to Gibbs, the necessity 
for using kinescopes to get national | 
TV coverage until now has been 
the chief deterrent to the studios 
opening their arms to TV. Since 
the question of whether a kine con- 
stitutes film and so might infringe 
on the rights of the studios has 
never been brought to a test case, 
such top-budgeted TV drama se- 
ries as the Montgomery show have 
never been kinnied. This, Gibbs 


(Continued on page 16) 


BERLIN TO REST, BUT 
ALERTED TO U.S. CALL 


With his current legit musical, 
“Call Me Madam,” riding as an- 
other click, Irving Berlin is plan- 





commercial cleffing chores. Ber- 
lin, however, will be ready to un- 
dertake any assignment from the 
War Dept. similar to his “This Is 


the Army” show during World War | 


Il and his “Yip Yip Yaphank” show 
back in 1917. 

Among the projects that Berlin 
s shelving, temporarily at least, is 
the film score for “White Christ- 
mas,” which has been on Para- 
mount’s production schedu'e as a 
sing Crosby starrer for some time. 





Popcorn Pays Off 


Friends of a Nebraska theatre- 
Man are judging him to be a 
a ‘wd business man as well as a 

od guy. 

To celebrate a recent anniver- 


Sary he ran a free show all day. 
Film rental for the party cost him 
$17.50. His 


Worth of popcorn. 


| 


/ companies have learned that fewer 


jected system of payment, 
‘ever, the film companies would re- 
| ceive half of the total fees collect- 
‘ed, with 25% 


guests bought $32 | 








o— Yens Straight 


Drama Role in ‘Mice’ 


Sid Caesar, star comic on NBC 
television’s “Your Show of Shows,” 
may make his bow as a straight TV 
dramatic actor in the role of Lenny 
in John Steinbeck’s “Of Mice and 
Men.” 


Robert Montgomery show has ob- 


tained video rights to the property | 


—— 


PIX SPURRED INTO BUYING LEGITS 





15 REGENT F 
IF B WAY Of 


By HERB GOLDEN 




















After laying-off the purchase of 
Broadway legiters for several years, 
Hollywood appears to be in the 


midst of a big swing back to the | 


stage as a source of story material. 
No less than 25 pix recently re- 
leased, in production or on lensing | 


ischedules owe their origins to. 
Broadway. 
Interest in legiters has been | 


| 
} 
| 
| 
| 








Pic Techniques Taught 


Students of Ministry 


Springfield, O., Jan. 23. 
Teaching ministerial students 
how to preach and develop their 


ministry with a pic projector will | 


be the object of a new course in 
_ audio-visual aids being offered for 
| the first time at Hamma Divinity 
| School of Wittenberg College here. 


and Caesar reportedly wants to do! spurred by the buying activity re- | The school will start the course at 


the part. 


Program packagers, as a| cently of indie producers, particu- | | the beginning of the new semester 


result, are now dickering with NBC | larly Stanley Kramer and the Jerry | on Jan, 30. 


and Max Liebman, producer of | 
“Show of Shows,” to whom Caesar 
is under contract. 


set. 


21% of Available 


Test Patrons See 
Chi Phonevision 


Chicago, Jan. 23. 
An average of 81 families per 





day of the 300 equipped with re- | 


ceivers paid their $1 fee to see} 
major company films via Phone- | 
vision during a single week of the 
test currently in progress here. To- 
tal for the seven days was 569, 


which represents 27% of the total | 
audience. Figures, com- | 


available 
piled by Zenith Radio for the ma- 
jors which have made their prod- 
ucts available for the experiment, 
are for Jan. 8-14, the second week 
of the test. First we k's totals were 
not revealed. 

While the second week's totals 
are the latest compiled, the major 


families ordered the screenings for 


the third week through their tele- | 


'phone operators. Thus, while they 


believe the 569 orders during a, 
| single week could represent a siza- | 


ning to go on a long rest from | Dle .boxoffice potential when pro- 


jected on a national basis, they 
are also convinced that the novelty 
factor will play an important part 
in Phonevision’s future. As a re- 
sult, most of the companies are 
agreed that results of the test to 
date don’t bear out the optimism 
expressed by Eugene F. McDonald, 
Jr., Zenith prexy. 

Majors are not receiving pay- 
ment for their films, having turned 


‘them over to Zenith gratis for the 


90-day experiment. Under the pro- 
how- 


going to the tele- 
phone company and the other 25% 

going to Zenith. Under that system 
the majors’ share of the $569 re- 
ceived for the second week would 
be $284.50, with Zenith and the 


phone company each receiving 
$142.25. 
Pictures screened during the 


» (Continued ‘on page 13) 


Wald-Norman Krasna combo. Ma- 


| jor film companies have pretty | 


Date for the! much tontinued their hands-off 
projected program has not been | 


policy, but there’s a _ perceptible 
| stirring of renewed interest on their 

part as they watch a flock of 
top Broadway properties being 
| snatched up by independent pro- | 
ducers. 

Story editors in New York are 
frankly awaiting the go-signal on 
play buys as the significance of the 
legit purchases by the indies seeps 
through top echelons at the stu- 
dios. They view the layoff of re- 
cent years as a cyclical occurrence, 
with the time having arrived for 
‘the pendulum’s swing in the oppo- 
site direction. Same kind of off- 
‘again, 
(Continued on page 16) 


Bar Assn. Brands 
Court B casts As 
Shock to Justice 


Minneapolis, Jan. 23. 








“Radio broadcasting of a trial 
tends to detract from the dignity 
of a court and to change what | 
should be the most serious of hu- 
man institutions into an enterprise 
for entertainment of the public or 
of one for promoting publicity for 
the judge,” according to the 
opinion of a special committee of 
the Minnesota State Bar Assn. 

The committee was appointed to 
investigate the conduct of District 
Judge J. J. Moriarity during two 
murder trials involving a woman 
who killed her betrayer and a for- 
mer local nitery manager who 
slayed a union leader. With great 
local interest in the trials, a Twin 
City radio station was permitted 
by the judge to broadcast parts of 
the proceedings in both trials. 

During the woman’s trial, the 
court allowed the use of a public 
address system with microphones 
in the courtroom extended to a 
film theatre across the street “for 
entertainment of the public.” It 
also permitted the setting up and 
use within the courtroom of a 
television camera during part of 
the nitery manager’s trial, using 
floodlights, and the pictures later 


(Continued on page 13) i 


on-again trends occur in) 
| _ A powerful business upbeat since | 


1 and potential future trends | 


| Classes will be taught in the | 


seminary’s new soundproof a-v 
classroom and will cover such sub- 
jects as use of a camera, both still 
and movie, projection equipment, 
etc. 


Music Biz Sees 
1951 as Biggest 
Year in Decade 








| Jan. 
| point to 1951 as being the biggest 
| year for the music business in 

_ over a decade. While disk sales are 


| winging to high figures, brightest | 
‘aspect of the current boom is the | 
sharp and steady pickup in sheet | 


music, a facet of the music indus- 
| try which has been declining to a 
| starvation level since 1945. 


On the basis of current activity, 
publishers now believe that they | 
can double their take from copy 
sales this year as compared to last. 


‘In 1950 a sale of 500,000 for a/ 
smash hit was regarded as a near- | 
phenomenon. Today, however, hit | 


(Continued on page 53) 


‘take heart 


MS Fil Biz Shows Distinct B.0. Gains: 
Pi Exhibs Go Slow Judging Significance 


+ Film biz across the U. S. 
| shown a distinct gain since the be- 
| ginning of the year. 


has 


Theatremen 
are cautious, however, in apprais- 
ing its significance since being 
tripped by a similar upswing last 
summer. 

There appears to be no doubt, 
nevertheless, that weekends par- 
ticularly are showing new strength. 
Likewise, big product is demon- 
strating usually hefty boxoffice 
draw, although mediocre pix are 
still turning up with weéakie 
grosses. 

Improvement in patronage dur- 
ing the past three weeks, a check 
of leading major and indie circuits 
discloses, still leaves them behind 
figures for corresponding weeks 
last year. However, the down- 
trend has been checked and the 
size of the minus sign represent- 
ing differential between this year’s 
grosses and the previous year’s is 
getting smaller. 

Showmen would be quicker to 
from the miniature 
boom had they not been stung by 
an even more substantial upswing 
at the end of last June. That ran 
through July and August and then 
did a flip-flop that turned boxoffice 
tallies into horror stories during 
September and October. 

Reasons for the improvement are 

(Continued on page 48) 


ROWDYISM UPBEAT 
IN N.Y. THEATRES 


Although New York vaude the- 
atre managers are reluctant to ad- 
mit it, rowdyism during stage 





| shows is on the upbeat and prob- 


lem is becoming an 


increasing 
headache. 


Managers take position 


| heckling of performers is as old as 


itself, but current trend 
goes beyond status of good-natured 
kidding. 
Introduction of name bands in 
(Continued (Continued on on pees 5?) 
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THE HOUR OF CHARM 


All Girl Orchestra and Choir . th 
Conducted by PHIL SPITALNY 
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Amusement Shares for Dec, 1950, | 
In Lowest Dip Since Last July 


Aggregate value of amusement @ 
shares listed on the N. Y. Stock 


Exchange slumped last month to| 


the lowest point since July, 1950. 
Year-end total was $1,010,074.335 
as against the July low of $989,441,- 
353. Average price per share as 
of Dec. 30 came to $17.40 com- 
pared to the mid-summer average 
of $17.59 

Figure for the week ending Dec. 
30. 1950. however, was still some- 
what above the $990,202,136 total 
chalked up at the close of 1949. 
Per-share average at that time was 
$16.88. Fact that the value of in- 
dividual shares failed to depre- 
ciate in proportion to the spiral ot 
the overall tally can be attributed 
to the retirement of considerable 
certificates 

Amusement industry bonds, 
which had been showing a steady 
climb in the closing months of 
of Dec. 30. 


1950, tapered off as 
Composite mark<t value on that 
date totalled $6,820,050 with an 


average price of $95. End of the 
previous month saw the tally hit 
$6 891,840 or only $71,790 higher. 

Included on the board = are 
prices on the major film com- 
panies, top radio networks, TV 
and radio set manufacturers, disk 
firms and music publishing con- 
corns. Downward trend of the 
amusement industry securities, 
market observers believe, shows a 
lack of faith by investors in these 
shares in view of probable raw ma- 
terial shortages and the uncertain 
future confronting general business 
at the moment. 





Nice, Cannes Use Galas, 
Auto Races in Battle 
For Teurists’ Dollars 


Paris, Jan. 23. 

The battle of the French Riviera 
for tourist and local dough is 
reaching heated proportions. It is 
a fight of the galas with Nice and 
Cannes dueling with each other in 
original publicity. 

Cannes got in first licks with a 
Guy De Maupassant week over 
Xmas which ended in a slick gala 
in period costume tendered by the 
Friends of Maupassant. Nice is 
coming off the ropes fast with a 
carnival based on the fables of La 
Fontaine to be held from Jan. 25 
to Feb. 16. The festivities will 
probably cost about $72,000. 

Then on March 10 the Night of 


Nice, a super gala for the smart set | 


will be held. For this night a truce 
will be called, Last year, Nice 
paid the traveling expenses of the 
models and for robes, and for the 
next night Cannes had the same 
show at its swank Ambassadeurs. 
Not wishing to be caught in anoth- 
er coid war the couteriers have ab- 
stained this year. 

Cannes then makes a bid via the 
Cannes Film Festival, April 2-16, 
at its still unfinished Film Palace. 
While these two spots slug it out, 
Monte Carlo ‘(besides its gambling) 
is staging an automobile rally 
from Jan. 23 to 31. There will be 
356 entries from all parts of the 
world in the gruelling race. Nice 
will inaugurate a grand automobile 
tour in September. It will be a 
speed test through Spain, Belgium, 
Switzerland and Italy. There will 
be 250 entrants. 








Sloane’s Lutheran Pic 


Allan E, Sloane, AM-TV script- 
er, leaves shortly for Europe to 
script a full-length biog-film on 
Martin Luther for the Lutherans. 

Pic, to be lensed abroad, is his | 
fourth for the religious group. 











Mass. Solons Seek Censor | 
Board for TV, AM, Pix And 


Stage, for ‘Decent Shows’ 


Boston, Jan. 23. 
Massachusetts solors, ever alert 
to guard citizenry morals, ia cen- 
sorship, were back in action last | 
week when Sen. William J. Kennan 
introed a bill before a legislative 
committee to set up a = six-man 











] A) 
WILL MAHONEY 
THE INIMITABLE 
| Starting January 25 
CAPITOL, WASHINGTON 
: Return Engagement 

Represented by 

ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORP. 








board of censors to “examine and 
approve” all TV, AM, pix and stage Car Carson | 
shows. Stating “It's about time 


for us to wake up and see that we 


get decent shows, without making | sd 

parents blush in having to explain | Howser i] é a 
double-meaning gags to children,” | 

the lawmaker suggested a _ board | 
consisting of a priest, minister, 
rabbi and reps of AGVA, theatres, 
night clubs and theatrical booking 
agents as general overseers. Solon 
also remarked that if girls on TV 
wear plunging necklines two inches 
lower, “I think they would be bare- 
footed.” 

Opposing the bill, Simon P. 
Townsend, representing WBZ, local 
NBC outlet, declared that federal 
courts already had ruled network 
TV was interstate business, main- 
trining “it is beyond the powers of 
the state to impose censorship.” 
Another opponent, Fred Garrigus, 
WEEI’s (CBS) public affairs direc- 
tor. representing the Massachusetts 


Washington, Jan. 23. 

Drew Pearson has won _ the 
$350,000 libel suit brought against 
the ABC commentator by Fred 
Howser, former California attor- 
ney general. Pearson had charged 
in a broadcast in 1948 that Howser 
accepted a $1.200 bribe. 

Incidentally, gabber, who is be- 
another 


vet been picked up by 


sponsor. 


State Dept. Asks Soviet To 





broadcasters’ ‘ ittee, stated $ . 

flatly ‘ deat th "pa wee “ime | Halt Distorted Showings 
‘actic; 99 ° ° " Pe ‘ . 

that eel AM oy iy an s po | Of Deeds and Smith 


Washington, Jan. 23. 
State Department announced 
vesterday (22) it has called on the 
Soviet Government to halt show- 
ing distorted, pirated versions of 
“Mr. Deeds Goes to Town” and 
“Mr. Smith Goes to Washington.” 
Note was given to the Russian 
Foreign Office on Jan. 17, at the 
request of Motion Picture Assn. of 
America, acting for Columbia Pic- 

tures, which made the films. 
Russia claims the pictures were 
| obtained as war booty in Germany 

Nazis 


. 
id Hildegarde Concert 2 a svadan duecion 
Tour Already in Works versions which could be used as 

~~ 


anti-American propaganda. Pic- 
With Hildegarde’s first concert tures have been playing Moscow 
tour a definite success, Columbia #94 other cities without permis- 
Artists Mgt. is already booking a ‘Sion of Columbia, which never re- 
second tour to take place in the leased them for use in Russia. “ 
winter of 1952. Chanteuse is doing W arped ending in “Mr. Deeds 
her first concert series in two parts. @S Gary Cooper committed to a 
First part, of 34 dates, took place mental institution for wanting: to 
last fall. _Hildegarde has been “S¢ his money to aid farm victims 
playing hotels this winter, until Of %€ depression. 
mid-March, when she resumes con- 


dates in the southwest and on the U, §, CRABS BRITISH 
TALENT FOR VIDEO 


Coast, to run till mid-May. Con- 
cert dates are being handled by the 
Coppicus, Schang & Brown divi- 
sion of Columbia, with Humphrey London, Jan. 23. 
American TV is making inroads 
on top talent available in England, 
and giving vaudeville and legit 


Doulens in charge. 
Hildegarde will spend the sum- 
heads plenty of headaches in keep- 
ing English talent at home. They 


mer in Europe, beginning with a 
say there is no overabundance of 


“ad libbed” and that a representa- | 
tive of the proposed censorship 
board would have to be present all 
the time during broadcasting hours 
of every station. 

Similar bills have been intro- 
duced with great regularity at each 
new legislature and are as regular- 
ly defeated, and the chances of the 
current bill getting bevond the 
committee hearing meetings are 
slim. 
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June date at the Savoy in London. 

Hotel dates in the U. S. will follow 
acis there anyway. Besides having 
booked Terry Thomas for cabaret 


in the fall. 

and TV, Charles Tucker has just 
concluded deal with Musie Corp. of 
America for Anne Shelton, who 
Sails in April to do series of TV 
and radio appearances besides sev- 
eral recordings for Decea. Tucker 
also landed a contract for Julie 
Andrews, juvenile coloratura. so- 
prano. She sails in May and will 
appear in TV, via the Frank 
Sinatra program. 

Lew and Leslie Grade are other 
English agents being asked for 
oiher English talent. They are 
dickering for several, including 
Freddie Bamberger and Pam, who 
played at the Palace, N. Y., last 
year. They have already signed 
Michae! Bentine, currently in the 
Bernard Delfont's “Folies Bergere 
Revue,” at the London Hippo- 
drome. BRentine is expected to sail 
in April and will «appear on the Ed 


1 24 
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Sullivan TV program, 





ing dropped by Adam hats, has not | 


Wall St. Wants Its Billing = 


Problem of star billing isn’t unique to show biz, New York Fed- 
eral Court Judge Harold R. Medina found out last week. Big Wall 
street security houses, when making joint offerings of stock, worry 
as much about whose name goes first in the ads as any pic star or 
prima donna. 

Point was brought out by William D. Whitney, attorney for 
Kuhn, Loeb & Co., in the Government’s current anti-trust against 
major banking houses. It was elaborated on by Ralph M. Car- 
son, representing Morgan Stanley & Co. and Harriman Ripley & 
Co. He told the court that a financing transaction for Ilinois Bell 
Telephone was threatened when Kuhn, Loeb asked Morgan Stan- 
ley that the name of Kuhn, Loeb be placed on the same line with 
Morgan Stanley and the latter refused. 





Among points brought out was that up until"35 years ago the 
top righthand corner of an ad was considered by the Wall Street- 
ers as choice position, but now the battle is for top lefthand side 
When Whitney explained that position in an ad for an underwrit- 
ing firm was similar to whether a film or legit player was billed 
over or under the title, which meant a difference and prestige for 
actors, Judge Medina commented that such a “successive inflation 


of egos” 


must reflect a “nauseating profession.” 











Pecora Reported Joining 
Schwartz & Frohlich 
Former N. Y. Supreme Court Jus- | 
tice Ferdinand Pecora is slated to 
join the Schwartz & Frohlich law 
firm, it was widely reported in the 


trade this week. 


Legal outfit is counsel. for Co- 
lumbia Pictures, American Society 
of Composers, Authors and Pub 
lishers and has represented numer- 
ous individuals and other concerns 
in the entertainment field for many 
vears. Senior partners are Charles 
Schwartz and Louis D. Frohlich. 

Judge Pecora was one of the 
candidates in N. Y.’s  mayoralty 
race last November. 





Acheson to Present 
‘Mest Imnortant Man’ 


At D. C. Amateur Hour 


Washington, Jan. 23. 

Secretary of State Dean Acheson 
hes been added to the cast of the 
VIP Original Amateur Hour which 
originates in Constitution Hall 
Thursday (25). Thus the Ted Mack 
air show will have President and 
Mrs. Truman and every member 
of the Cabinet either in the audi- 
ence or in the performance. Ache- 
son has been chosen to present 
“the most important man of the 
year,” which will be one of the 
surprise features of the show. 

Show is being sponsored by the 
Women’s National Press Club, with 
all proceeds from the ticket sale 
going to the _ reactivated: USO. 
President Truman has announced 
this is the only show offered by 
the press corps that he will attend 
this year. 

Interesting gimmick is that USO 
community councils all over the 
nation have been alerted to listen 
in on the airer. In some places 
auditoriums have been rented for 
group listening. Nut for the show, 
estimated at $25,000, is being paid 
by Old Gold cigarets. 


FIREMAN PURCELL’S AID 
TO SINGERS PROBED 


The N. Y. District Attorney's of- 
fice is reportedly probing possibil- 
ity that Gerard Purcell, N. Y. city 
fireman who this week was charged 
with stealing $138,000 in the sale 
of firemen’s benefit tickets, pro- 
vided the coin to further the 
careers of several singers. 

It’s said that Purcell has been 
supplying the backing for singers 
Toni Arden and Alan Date. Others 
may have been involved. The 
singers are in no way involved in 
the alleged larceny. 

For some time Purcell) has been 
in business with Freddie Ferraz- 





zno, Who was contactman. However 


Purce!l’s name allegedly went on 
the checks paid out On behalf of 
the singers. 





Truman Admits He 
Can’t Piano ‘Mo. Wa! tz’ 
Washington, Jan. 23. 

President Truman sat down to 
play the piano at Blair House and 
asked the group of wounded vet- 
erans from Army and Navy hospi- 
tals what they'd like to hear. A 
shout went up from the kids— 
“Missouri Waltz.” 

Mr. Truman admitted to his 
guests that he had never learned it. 
Instead he gave them “Black Hawk 
Waltz” and selections from Mo- 
zarts “Ninth Sonata.” “\fissouri 
Waltz” hes been a kind of Truman 
trademark ever since he became 
President but up to last woek he 
never disclosed that he didn’t know 


‘how to play it. ‘ 


' Flagstad Wows Met Opera 


With an Unprecedented 


Homecoming in ‘Tristan’ 
By ARTHUR BRONSON 


Return of Kirsten Flagstad to 
the Met Opera, N. Y., Monday night 
(22) in “Tristan and Isolde,” after 
a 10-year absence, was expected to 
be a, dramatic event, but the recep- 
tion accorded the Norwegian diva 
exceeded all expectations. An ovcr- 
flow audience packed the house, 
with standees at the 300 limit. Un- 
usual for the Met was fact that 
practically the full audience was in 
its seats at 8 p. m. curtain time, 
and that hardly anyone left before 
opera closed at midnight. 

But most definitive Was the audi- 
ence reception when curtains 
opened and Flagstad was revealed 
sitting to the left. Although or- 
chestra was playing, a wave of ap- 
plause swept the house, with shouts 
and exclamations, so that condue- 
tor Fritz Reiner had to stop, break- 
ing opera’s mood and dramatic en- 


tily completely, and start over 
again some minutes later. When 
roar of applause subsided, one 


woman from the balcony shouted 
“Welcome back.” At end of the 
first act there was a greater ova- 
tion to the soprano, with the audi- 
ence generally rising, and “‘bravos” 
punctuating the applause. The un- 
precedented. number of 19 curtain 
calls came at the opera’s close, de- 
spite the late hour and long opus. 

Met execs called this the fore- 
most dramatic event in the opera 
house, or in any such auditorium, 
for many years. They also ex- 
pressed the thought that the wel- 
come given Flagstad “laid for all 
time” the old ghost of a collabora- 
tionist cloud, 

Diva had been in her native 
Norway with her Quisling husband 
during the recent war, and _ has 
been bothered since by charges of 
Nazi ties. But there was no dis- 
turbance Monday night, inside or 
out. There were no pickets. Met 
management, however, had taken 
precautions against such a_ possi- 
bility, with extra police outside as 
well as in, who stayed for the full 
four hours. Lights above the packed 
standees also were kept on during 
the long orchestral prelude before 
the curtains parted, just in case. 

Cosmopolite audience included 
show biz as well as society, with 
unusual representation of legiters, 
such as Katharine Cornell, Judith 
Anderson, Tallulah Bankhead, etc. 
Flagstad, a fine actress as well as 
singer, put on quite a show for 
them. 

Showing little signs of the emo- 
tional effect of the welcoming, diva 
put on an amazing exhibition. The 
55-year-old singer is portlier than 
when last here. But the astonish- 
ing vocal brilliance, the power of 
her high notes, the rich musical 
color of her voice, are still all 
there. Voice still has an astonish- 
ingly vouthful vigor and resonance, 
puiting all other singers on the 
stage in the shade. Because of 
Flagstad’s presence, an otherwise 
routine presentation of “Tristan 
was a distinguished, thrilling event, 
musically as well as dramatically. 





Settle W. C. Fields Case 
Los Angeles, Jan. 2°. 

William S. Morris, who claims to 
be a son of the late VW’. C. Fields, 
accepted £15,000 in settlement of 
his claim against the $550.C00 es- 
tate, 

Fields’ widow paid the elim out 
of her share to prevent further 
legal exnense. Judge William R. 
McCay, in sunerior court, refused 
to recognize Morris as an heir. 
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O'Hara Gradually Prepped for Top 
MPAA Post as Johnston Understudy 


Joyce O'Hara, 
top man in the Motion Picture 
Assn. of America with the depar- 
ture of Eric Johnson, has been 
pbuilding up to the post for the 
past several years. 
sistant to Johnston he griginally 
acted as a sort of public relations 
expert for him, but in the past two 
years has been moving more and 
more steadily into the actual oper- 
ating and business’ end of the 
MPAA, 

O'Hara will continue to hold the 
title of exec assistant to the presi- 
dent, since Johnston is on a leave- 
of-absence status. As explained by 
Johnston to the MPAA board when 
the leave was granted him last 
week he’ll continue to keep a hand 


in the affairs of the Assn., with 
O'Hara serving as his liaison. 
Leave granted Johnston is for 
nine months “or longer, if neces- 
sary.” He will receive no salary 
from the Assn., giving up his 


$100,000 a year and expenses to 





who has become? 


As exec as-| 


Tokyo Variety Club 


Tokyo, Jan. 23. 
Tokyo Variety Club, recently or- 





ganized as a provisional tent pend- | 


ing its recognition by the world 
body, presented a check for $900 


to the Japanese Red Cross Mater- | 


nity hospital and Babies’ Home 
here, the proceeds of the club’s 
first charity show last November. 
Presentation was made by the 
club’s acting Chief Barker Leuwis 
Bush, 

Club sent a formal appiication 
for charter last month to the Va- 
riety Clubs International. Local 
tent includes both Allied and Japa- 
nese members, but the idea is to 
make it primarily Japanese in 
years to come. 


Balaban Unloads 





accept $17,500 in the post of Eco- | 


nomic Stabilization Directo. 
the Government. There will be no 
change in O’Hara’s salary, which 
is reportedly $50,000 a year plus 
expenses. 

Meeting was held’ in Washing- 
ton yesterday (Tues.) to align re- 
sponsibilities under the new setup. 
O’Hara will be in_ undisputed 
charge, particularly inasmuch as 
Francis Harmon, for many years 
v.p. of the MPAA in charge of its 
New York operation, is very ill m 
a Florida sanatorium and unlikely 


to be back on the scene for many | 


months. 
At yesterday’s session were 
John G. McCarthy, director of the 


international division; counsel Sid- 
(Continued on page 14) 


‘Johnston Could Roll 
Back Prices on Movies, 





Raps Senator Maybank 


Washington, Jan. 23. 

Erie A. Johnston, as Economic 
Stabilization Director, “‘would be 
a good man to roll prices back | 
on movies.” But beyond this, Sen. 
Burnett R. Maybank (D., S.C.) 
let it be known today (Tues. ) that | 
he felt Johnston had few oth 
qualifications for the job. 

Maybank is chairman of the | 
Senate Banking and Currency 
Committee, which approved Johns- 
ton’s appointment yesterday. 

Newsmen reached Maybank 
Key West, Fla., 
cuperating from a recent illness. 


Solon said while he was averse | 


to giving the job to Johnston, he 
didn’t want to hold up wage and 
price controls, and for this reason 
didn’t stand in the way of the 
appointment. Senate’s confirmation | 
i voted today without opposi- | 
1on, 


Maybank asked why a Republi- | 


can was given the post when “there 
are so many available Democrats.” 

He added: “He 
doesn't know about agriculture, 
small business and labor. I do trust 


he will forget the Chamber of Com- | 
merce and remember the American | 


people. He is not a man practical 
in publie life. He would be a good 
fellow Sto roll prices back on 
movies,”’ 


DU PONT UPS PRICES 
OF RAW STOCK 10-207 





Price hikes on DuPont raw stock | 


fill became effective Friday (19). 
Increases ranged from 10% to 
More than 20° on both 35m and 
l6m negative and positive film. 
soosts. in basie costs were. given 
the reason for new price levels 
‘0 increase in raw stock prices 
been announced by J. E. Brula- 
= ', Inc., distributors of Eastman 
um William yerman, Brulatour 
Prexy, said he knew of no plans 
to raise prices at this time. 
5 New scale on DuPont's 35m 
onety Negative is $49.21 per 1,000 
nee on Page 16) 


for | 


in | 
where he is re- | 


(Johnston) | 


ch now are at an all-time high. | 


40,000 Common, | 
All His Par Stock 





Barney Balaban, president of 
Paramount, unloaded his 40,000 
Shares of the major’s common 


stock late last month, 
closed. This represented his entire 
holdings. However, he still owns 
options to buy that same number 


SURVEY SHOWS 








OT EXHIBS 


ET 
CTE 


Detroit; Jan. 23. 


Again it has been evidenced that | 
there is nothing wrong with films 
that Hollywood can’t cure simply 
by producing the kind of pictures 
people want to see, it was report- 
ed by a committee of leading De- 
troit exhibs who stumbled onto a 
mine of information while conduct- 
ing a $20,000 giveaway contest. 


The group has plenty of docu- 
mentary evidence in the form of 
22,300 statements from Detroit-area 
picgoers who say that they want 
pictures with emphasis:on comedy, 
action, historical . ang escapist 
themes. What they don’t want are 
problem films. What’s more, the 
committee has 178,400 ticket stubs, 








| and a list of pictures seem to prove 


it’s now dis- | 


of shares at $12.50 at any time | 


on or before Dec. 28, 1951. 
Actual date of Par prexy’s stock 
sale was Dec. 27. At that time 
company had a bid in for purchase 
| of up to 500,000 shares at $21.50. 
| Differential between this figure and 
| the $12.50 for which Balaban can 
| replace the shares is $360,000. 
Options were issued to Balaban 
/on Jan. 20, 1950, upon prepayment 
of convertible notes in the princi- 
pal amount of $500,000 held by 
/him. The notes provided that in 
the event of prepayment, Balaban 


| 


would receive in lieu of the con- | 


(Continued on page 13) 


Reveal Wald-Krasna 


_ Lost Financial Ground 
During RKO Negotiations. 


Hollywood, Jan. 23. 


Contract completed by the Jerry 
_Wald-Norman Krasna’ unit with 
, RKO last week discloses that the 
producing combo lost some finan- | 
cial ground during the long period 
of negotiation. Marathon-length 
pact provides for a 2712°% dis- 





| Swiss inventors last summer. Unit  ]m financier, is due in N. Y. from | 


that film patrons shop for the light- 
er pictures and shun the heavier 
| types. They found that where prob- | 
| lem films and lighter films were 
competing in the same _ neighbor- 
| hood, the contestant, with extreme- 
| ly few exceptions, chose the lighter | 
film. 


The committee is headed by | 
David M. Idzal, manager of the | 
Fox. Committee members are Ear] | 
J. Hudson, president of United De- 
troit Theatres; James Sharkey, of 
Cooperative Theatres of Michigan, 
Inc.; Lew Wisper of Wisper & 
Wetsman Theatres; Irving Gold- | 

(Continued on page 14) 


20th Execs Eye Rights 
To New U. of Zurich 
Theatre Tele System 


Pair of 20th-Fox execs are due 
in Switzerland this week in a re- 
ported effort to sew up American 
rights for 20th to the new Univ. 
of Zurich theatre television system. 
Exec veepee W. C. Michel left over 
the weekend and research chief 
Earl Sponable is scheduled to join 
him later this week. 


Big-screen system, which oper- 
ates on an entirely different prin- 
ciple from any now in use in this 
country, was explained to a num- 
| ber of film company toppers by the | 








caught the fancy of 20th, leading 
_ prexy Spyros P. Skouras to fly to 
Switzerland about a month ago to 
see it in operation. Other 20th 


(Con.inued on Page 14) 





| Pointing 


Pickford-Chaplin Word Said Due 
This Week on Krim-Benjamin Offer 


+ 





Wallis Back to Coast 


Producer Hal Wallis, currently 
in New York for a look at new 


plays and confabs with partner Jo- | 
returns to the Coast | 


seph Hazen, 
this weekend to prep “The Stooge,” 


next Dean Martin-Jerry Lewis 
starrer for Paramount. Picture 
rolls Feb. 12. Within two weeks 


|after completion of pic, Wallis will 


start ‘‘The China Story.” 

Wallis-Hazen will produce two 
more pictures next fall to wind up 
season’s commitment to Paramount. 
Pair for autumn shooting has not 
been selected. 





Breen Softens 
On ‘Twist’ Ban; 
PCA Seal Likely: 


Gesture of truce was made this 


vv 


| potential 


_ Signed. 





week in the, controversy between | 


Eagle Lion Classics and the Mo- 
tion Picture Assn. of America over 
Production Code approval for “‘Oli- 
ver Twist.” 

the way 
settlement of the issue, code chief 
Joseph I. Breen was reported to 


| have suggested some changes in 
It appeared obvious that | 
if ELC complies, the code endorse- 


| ithe film. 


-| ment will be forthcoming. 


| This new approach by Breen rep- 
resents a reversal of his earlier 
decision in which he rejected the 
pic outright because of its alleged 


anti-Semitic suggestiveness. 


ELC 


went to the MPAA board of direc- 


tors on an appeal. Rather 


than 


take direct action on its own, the 


board sent the pic back to Breen. 


for reconsideration. « 


| While Breen’s recommendations 
'for changes were not disclosed, it’s 


| (Continued on page 14) 





| Rathvon to Europe 
| N. Peter Rathvon, independent 


the Coast next Monday (29). After 
a brief stay he’ll hop to Europe. 
In addition to backing some 
British production, Rathvon is pro- 
ducing a pic i in ‘Spain. 





- National Boxoffice Survey 


New Big Product Cheers Exhibs; ‘Halls’ New Champ, | 
‘At War’ Socko Second, ‘Kim’ Third 


tribution fee to be paid RKO on_> 


| W-K pix and a 30% overhead 
charge for use of the lot and serv- 
| ices. 


| Contract terms originally talked 
_ with RKO topper Howard Hughes 
'by Wald and Krasna are under- 
| stood to have called for 25% 
‘charge for distribution and same 
for overhead. Negotiations have 
been going on for almost six 
'months, starting when Wald and 
Krasna left Warner Bros. 
Tremendously-detailed contract 
worked out by RKO attorneys and 
David Tannenbaum, repping W-K, 
provides for 12 pix a year for five 


| years. Finan¢éing is:to be provid- 
ed by Bankers Trust Co., N. Y., 
and: Mellon. Bank, Pittsburgh, 


| which are now working out their 
deal on the basis of W-K-RKO con- 
‘tracts which were forwarded to 
them at the end of last week. 





Award to Schary 
Hollywood, Jan. 23. 


Dore Schary, Metro v.p. in charge 
of production, has been named re- 
cipient of the 1950 Humanitarian 
Service Medal Award of the Jew- 
ish Consumptives Relief Society. 

Presentation will be at the Bev- 
erly Hills hotel, Beverly Hills, on 
Feb. 10, when the organization 

_tholds its 47th annual dinner. 


, Manhunt” 


Six strong pictures  boxoffice- 
wise are fighting it out this week 
for top laurels nationally, and the 
big showings made by all of them 
is making exhibitors more optimis- 
tic than they have been in many 
weeks. 

“Halls of Montezuma” (20th), 
fourth last session, is finishing 
first with good to strong or sock 
showings in some 11 key cities. It 
is closely followed by “At War 
With Army” (Par) although the 
Martin-Lewis comedy is dated in 
just nine keys covered by VARIETY. 
“At War,” which is racking up big 
to smash or terrific totals, looms 
as one of Paramount's biggest coin- 
getters this year. 

Third money goes to “Kim” 
(M-G) while “Born Yesterday” 
(Col) will wind up fourth. “Brand- 
ed” (Par), second-place winner last 
week, is taking over fifth slot while 


“Harvey” (U) is a step behind in 
sixth. It is first time in three 
weeks that ‘“‘Harvey” has not been 


national champ. 

“Operation Pacific’ (WB), a new 
entry, is landing in seventh posi- 
tion with promise of going higher. 
“Grounds for Marriage” (M-G) and 
“Dallas” (WB) round out the Big 
Nine list in that order. Runner- 
up pictures are “Cyrano” (UA), 
“Vendetta” (RKO) and “Great 
(Col) in that sequence? 

ou t a) 


. Pages 8-9). 


“Cyrano” is turning in some great 
to capacity sessions currently but 
mainly in small-seaters so that to- 
tal. coin is not so big. 

Newcomers just being launched 
show some promise. “Great Mis- 
souri Raid” (Par) is good in K. C. 
and great in St. Louis. “Steel Hel- 
met” (Lip), which opens today. at 
N. Y. State, continues nice in sec- 
ond.L. A. stanza. ‘September Af- 
fair” (Par), tested in Toronto, came 
through with a smash session there. 

“Mudlark” (20th), also new, is 
neat in Boston, big in Toronto and 
trim in N. Y. “Short Grass” (Mono) 
is rated fine in K. C. “Storm 
Warning” (WB), another fresh en- 
try, is nice in Pittsburgh, strong in 
Portland but only fair in Louis- 
ville. “Man Who Cheated Him- 
self” (20th) is largely sluggish this 
frame. 

“King Solomon’s Mines” (M-G), 
good in Toronto, is big in Seattle. 
“Woman on Run” (U), looks nice 
in Toronto. “Rio Grande” (Rep) 
is solid in Pitt. 

“Macbeth” (Rep) looms strong in 
Philly second stanza. “Bitter Rice” 
(Indie) shapes up big in Chi 
and Frisco, and good in Philly. 
“Frenchie” (U) is okay in Baltimore 
and Philly. 

(Complete Boxoffice Reports on 
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Word is reported due this week 
from Mary Pickford and Charles 
Chaplin on whether they’ll accept 
the deal for United A. tists proffered 
by the Arthur Krim-Robert S. Ben- 
jamin-Walter Heller & Co. syndi- 
cate. Negotiations wound up the 
middle of last week and the Krim 
group has been waiting since then 
for acceptance or rejection of its 
plan. 

Failure of UA’s owners or their 
attorneys to contact the company’s 
lifesavers in almost a 
week has strengthened the attitude 
of the Krim-Benjamin-Heller com- 
bine to ceant on nothing until it is 
They have been consist- 
ently cautious in giving any hint 
that they feel they are near a deal 
with Chaplin and Miss Pickford. 

Sources close to Chaplin said last 
contact was last Wednesday (17) 
when Krim saw Chaplin in New 
York. There appeared to be 
agreement at that time on the 
type deal the attorney and form- 
|er Eagle Lion prez was_ of- 
| fering. Nothing has cropped up 
since, so it appears merely that the 
UA owners are taking their time 
in making up their minds. 

The syndicate is well-prepared, 
however, to receive a nix or no an- 

(Continued on page 16) 


RKO Wooing Public 
Back to the Theatre 
With Non-Pic Shows 


Sporadic bookings of non-con- 
ventional programs in lieu of the 
| Standard pic shows, as a means of 
re-acquainting the wandering pub- 
lic with theatregoing, is gaining 
ground. 

Eddie Cantor’s “one-man show” 
at RKO Keith’s, White Plains, N.Y., 
Feb. 8-9, is expected to be followed 
shortly after with a similar per- 
formance by Jose Iturbi at the 
same spot. , Latter and RKO are 
close to a deal under which the 
house would be rented to Iturbi’s 
sponsors, 

Additionally, circuit has more 
elaborate plans in the way of simi- 

(Continued on page 48) 






































“sce en ee eee ew ee eee ~ 








4 PICTURES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, January 24, 195] 





COMPO Moving Ahead on Getting 
Required TOA OK's on Revised Setup 


With three regional units of? 
Theatre Owners of America hav- 


ing ratified the ievised format of | 20th’s Art Pic Tieup 


the Council of Motion Picture Or- . Sid ; 

ganizations during the past week,’ . Ina tieup with Art Film Pr oduc- 

and favorable indications coming tions, 20th-Fox will distribute a 
series of short subjects based on 


from others; the all-industry pub- ne . aim “i : 
lic relations body appeared to: be lives and works of famous painters. 





moving encouragingly ahead on ' Films will be shot in color and at 
obtaining the required approvals locales where artists created their 
bene od til — Pe rely } ; ; ‘ sc for 
While no Allied States Assn.| Works. Production unit leaves for 


Europe this spring. 

Series willbe supervised by Dr. 
Alfred Frankfurter, art authority 
and editor of Art News Magazine. 
Scripts will be written by Mildred 
Barish Vermont, formerly of Look 


uni‘s have voted on the enlarged 
membership plan.as yet, board 
c)airman and general counsel 
Abram F. Myers gave it at least 
a guarded confidential 
bulletin to Allied’s regional officers 


nod in a 


Jast week Magazine and Los Angeles Times. | 

“Allied’s representatives have Marilyn Silverstone will handle re- 
committed Allied to nothing,” he search and serve as associate to 
stated. “They merely stuck their producer Boris Vermont. John 


Oser will direct and: edit. 


156 Indie Com 


necks out to the extent of saying 
they wil recommend the plan to 
Altied’s board of directors.” 
TOA units in New Jersey, 
Oklahoma and Tennessee were the 





ones that forwarded their formal 

approval of the recommendation e 

for enlarged representation § in ii A lla 
COMPO to their parent organiza- 

tion’s headquarters in New York 
Jast week. The Oklahoma group Year-old dispute between United 
was one of the “problem children” Artists and National Screen Serv- 
in TOA that had resisted COMPO ice has more than $75,000 of indie 


producers’ coin tied up. Move is 
up on the new scheme was par- now afoot amongZ the indies to take 
ticolarly welcome. the controversy out of the hands 
Other recalcitrant TOA units, ine of UA and attempt to effectuate 
cluding those in North and South a settlement themselves. 
Carolina, Southern California and Money represents royalties on 
Northern California. have at least trailers which aré distributec for 
hinted to general headquarters in the producers by NSS. Indies are 


under the old setup, so its thumbs- 


N. Y. that they'll give favorable supposed to get a $1,000 down pay- 
consideration to the new format. ment, plus a percentage-of rentals 


received by the trailer distributing 
service each month. 

UA ran into differences with 
NSS about a year ago regarding 
terms of the royalty fees. National 
Screen has been holding up pay- 
ments until matter is straightened 
out. Issue was in process of nego- 
tiation between Harry D. Buckley, 
UA v.p., and Herman Robbins, NSS 
topper, when Buckley left the com- , 
pany after the Paul V. McNutt 
group took over last July. There’s 
been no action since then. 

Coin has always been collected 
for the producers by UA and then 
turned right over to them. Indies 
‘are now anxious to get the money 
directly without UA intervention, 


Especially heartening to TOA ex- 
ecs Gael Sullivan and Ted Gamble 


19 


Continued on page 13) 


‘Samson, ‘Best Years, 
‘Duel,’ Vie for Honors 
In Alltime Gross List 


Publication last week by VARIETY 
of its annual list of alltime top- 
grossing pix produced the normal 
number of anguished “we-wuz- 
robbed” cries. Principal subject of 
protest were the No. 2, 3 and 4 pix 
on the list—‘‘Samson and Delilah” 


(Par), which was credited with b "gE fears ts 

y . ut in any case want to see the 
$11,000,000; “Best Years of Our atter sett! so ths ne 
Lives” (RKO)... $10,400,000, and | ™#tter settled so that the money 


is released by NSS. 





“Duel in the Sun” ‘SRO), $10.000,- 
000. The top pic, “Gone With the ° 
Wind” (M-G), is undisputed champ Irwin Shaw Inked By 
(with the possible exception of D. | r id f A | 
W. Griffith’s 1915 entry. “Birth of , S$ 
a Nation”), at $26,000,000. ‘ 0 wyn or pri tart 
Figures on “Best Years” and | 0 . 
“Duel.” since they were released | f Family-War Yarn 
in 1947, represent what’s in the Rushing to get his next pie be- 
till. “Samson,” on the other hand, fore the cameras as quickly as pos- 
is an estimate, based on the road- sible because of the timeliness of 
show receipts already in, plus ex- the theme, Samuel Goldwyn is at- 
pectations of what regular release tempting to have the screenplay 
will . bring. “Samson” roadshow completed for April lensing. To 
played a total of 2.265 engagements that end he has inked Irwin Shaw 
in the U. S. and Canada which to do the scripting and is sending 
produced receipts of $5,275,000. him to the Coast today (Wed.) to 
‘Par sales execs, on the basis of begin work at once. 
test engagements at regular admis- Yarn, temporarily titled “I Want 
sions, anticipate playing 15,000 You,” is seen by the producer as a 
dates and getting another $6.000,- successor to his tremendously suc- 
000. Trimming that slightly is how cessful “Best Years of Our Lives,” 
VaRIETY arrived at the $11,000,000 | released in 1946. It concerns dis- 
figure. Only time. of course, will location of family life by recall of 
tell how accurate the estimate is. . men into the service as a result of 
Comparison of returns on “Best the present international crisis. 
Years” and “Duel” presents an- Treatment has just been completed 


other problem that has caused dif- by Edward Newhouse, based on a/ 


.series of stories about his home 
town, Edgerton, N. Y., which he 
wrote for the New Yorker mag. 
Goldwyn, who has been east for 
the past two weeks, expects to re- 
turn to the Coast about next Sat- 


(Continued on page 14) 


Rickard Heads Group 
For Uruguayan Festival 





Joaquin Rickard, Latin Amei i- urday (27). He has been talking 
can manager for the Motion Pic- with a number of top name writers 
ture Assn. of America, last weeK to do the screenplay of “Hans 


was named chairman of a commit- 
tee which will supervise arrange- 
ments of U. S. film companies in 
an upcoming Uruguayan Film Fes- 
tival. Scheduled to be held at vember at the request of Metro. 
Punta del Este Feb. 15 to March 5, Latter has inked the star, Danny 
the affair is said to be the first in- Kaye, to appear in its “Huckleberry 
ternational event of its kind ever Finn,” and the Goldwyn postpone- 
to be held in South America. ment will give him a chance to ap- 
Some seven American picture pear in both pix. 

companies to date have indicated While east Goldwyn has also con- 
intentions to enter product in the | tracted with George Balanchine to 
festival to compete against pix sub- direct the ballets in “Andersen.” 
mitted by other film-producing Moira Shearer, of the Sadlers’ 
countries. They are Metro, Para-| Wells company, will be co-starred 
mount, RKO, Republic, 20th-Fox, with Kaye. 

United Artists and Universal. Con- Producer has also been inter- 
tingent of Hollywood stars will viewing young femme players dur- 
make the junket to Punta del Este | ing his eastern visit. He likewise 
at the invitation of the Uruguayan’ has been in Washington several 
government, which is sponsoring days getting clearances on “I Want 
the fete. ! You.” ‘ 


Christian Andersen’ 
pact 


and hopes to 
a scripter before he leaves. 


back about a month from next No- 


He has pushed the starting date | 


| Beedle Elected Prexy 


Of West. Penna. AMPTO 


| Pittsburgh, Jan. 23. 
Fred Beedle, Canonsburg, 


| Allied ; 
Owners of Western Pennsylvania 


without opposition last week at or- 


ganization’s annual convention. 


Pa., 
exhibitor, was elected president of 
Motion Picture Theatre 





‘Miracle’ Going Steady With Page One 
As Pickets, Bomb Scares Fuel Bally 





Earl Beckwith, film buyer for Blatt | Legion Nicks 4 Pix 


circuit, was named veepee, 
Norman Mervis, who Operates a 
chain of theatres with his brothers, 
was elected treasurer. 

Following were elected to two- 
year terms of the board: Charles 
Blatt, Lee Conrad, William Fox, 
Frank Panoplos, Ray Woodard and 
Morris Finkel. 


Robt. Stillman Okays 
Dates for ‘Sound’ To 
Avert UA Skirmishing 


Indie producer Robert Stillman’s 
decision to approve playdates for 
his “Sound of Fury” is interpreted 
as meaning that the filmmaker feels 
that any further stalling: on his 
part could lead to a legal skirmish 
with United Artists. 





Stillman firm's thought was said | 


to be that there might be an ab- 
sence of legal justification for turn- 
ing down good deals, as set by UA, 
despite the distrib’s wobbly eco- 
nomie condition. For this reason, 
“Fury” bookings for February and 
March have been given approval. 


and | 


National Legion of Decency last 
week condemned one film and clas- 
sified three others in jts “B” 
bracket. “The Blue Angel,” 
vival of the German-made oldie 
starring Marlene Dietrich, was con- 
demned. 

Trio drawing the “B” ratings in- 

clude “Gambling House” (RKO), 
“The Great Missouri Raid” (Par) 
;and “Operation Pacific’ (WB). 
“House” has “insufficient moral 
compensation,” while “Raid” tends 
to condone “illicit actions and glor- 
ify criminal characters.” “Pacific” 
\“reflects the acceptability of di- 
vorce.” 


26 Pix Nominated 
For SWG Awards 


Hollywood, Jan. 23. 
Twenty-six films, have been nom- 
inated by general membership of 
Screen Writers Guild for the 
Guild’s third annual award. Nom- 





Initia} dates for the film have inations, announced by tabulating 
been set at Feb. 8 at the United committee chairman Richard 
Artists theatre, San Francisco; Feb. Breen, were: best written Ameri- 
10, Loew’s Palace, Memphis; Feb. can comedy —“Adam’s Rib” by 


15, Loew’s Colonial in Reading, 
Loew's Regent in Harrisburg, and 
Interstate’s Kimo theatre in Albu- 
querque. Other deals are being ne- 
gotiated with Fox-West Coast. 
Another important factor behind 
the Stillman move was seen in the 


Ruth Gordon and Garson Kanin; 
“All About Eve,” screenplay by 
Joseph Mankiewicz from story by 
Mary: Orr; “Born Yesterday,” 
_screenplay by Albert Mannheimer 
from Garson Kanin play; “Father 
of the Bride,” screenplay by Fran- 


producer’s indebtedness to UA. ces Goodrich and Albert Hackett 
Production unit has received sub- from Edward Streeter’s novel; 
stantial advances from the distrib “Jackpot,” screenplay by Phoebe 


to cover costs of prints :nd adver- 
tising which will be repaid from 
distribution revenue. UA cou!d use 
the coin and might have been ex- 
pected to press for it. 

However, while counter-signing 
some licensing deals, it appeared 
clear that Stillman, as represented 
in the east by Arthur Sachson, is 
being highly selective about book- 
ings. Thus the initial approvals do 
not mean the film is going off into 
general release aS would normally 
be the case. 

Stillman company will authorize 
deals on the basis of only a few at 
a time, it’s believed. Also, indie 
producer figures to be substantialiy 
| “protected” if UA should suddenly 
| collapse. 

Similarly, Harry Popkin, who had 
been threatening a legal contest if 
UA opens his “Second Woman” at 
any spot, has indicated he might 
drop such drastie steps. Popkin’s 
threat immediately followed an- 
nouncement by UA sales chief 
Gradwell L. Sears that the pic 
would preem at the Rivoli, N. Y., 
on Feb. 9. 


Popkin now is considerably less | 


harsh in his attitude. He'll allow 
licensing deals, including the Rivoli 
opening, if UA manages to come up 
with sufficient financial backing to 
insure against a corporate fold 
while his pic is in release. How- 
ever, the threat holds if “Woman” 
is licensed and UA fails to come up 
with adequate financing. 


Brotherhood Drive 
| Starts With Dinner 


Observance of Brotherhood Week 
will be launched at the Hotel Wal- 
dorf-Astoria, N. Y., tomorrow night 
(25) with dinner sponsored by 





‘amusements division of National | 


Conference of Christians and Jews. 
Principal speakers will include Eric 
Johnston. president-on-leave of Mo- 


tion Picture Assn. of America: Paul | 


Reynaud, former premier ef France, 
and Rise Stevens, Metropolitan 
Opera star. 

Meanwhile, Max Youngstein, 
, chairman of ad-publicity of amuse- 
|; ment division, has started distribu- 
tion of 20,000 kits to exhibitors, 
‘radio stations and newspapers. Kits 
contain promotion material 
Brotherhood Week, which runs Feb. 

18-25. 





Europe to N. Y. 
Gaby Andreu 
Alfred Crown 
' Ellen Dosia 
Julian Karolyi 
Lucy Kastner 
Jules Levey 
Ylia Loukachevitch 
Felix Marouani 
Ona Munson 





for | 


and Henry Ephron from John Me- 
Nulty’s New Yorker articles. 

Best written American drama— 
“Eve”: “Asphalt Jungle,” screen- 
play by Ben Maddow and John 
Huston from W. R. Burnett novel; 
“The Men,’ by Carl Foreman; 
“Panic in the Streets,” screenplay 
by Richard Murphy, adaptation by 
Daniel Fuchs from story by Edna 
and Edward Anhalt; “Sunset Boule- 
vard,” by Charles Brackett, Billy 
Wilder, D. H. Marshman, Jr. 


Best written American western 
—“Broken Arrow,’ by Michael 
Blankfort from Elliott Arnold 


novel; “Devil’s Doorway,” by Guy 
(Continued on page 16) 


BALLOT FOR ENTRIES 
IN 1951 OSCAR DERBY 


Hollywood, Jan. 23. 

Ballots for Osear nominations, 
numbering 12,500, were mailed by 
the Academy of Motion Picture 
' Arts and Sciences, with Jan. 27 set 
as the deadline for their return. 

Lineup of ballots included 1,800 
to Academy members, 8,200 to the 
Screen Actors Guild, 350 to the 
Screen Directors Guild, 700 to the 
Screen Writers Guild and 1,000 to 
‘technical representatives. 
| It will take seven days, instead 
/of three, as originally prescribed, 
| to screen the entries for the Docu- 
-mentary Award classification in 
| this year’s Oscar Derby. Candi- 
‘dates number 42, with 11 in the 
feature section and 31 in the short 
subjects division. 
| Features include “The Titan,” 
“Out of Evil,” “The Village Tale,” 
'“Farewell to Yesterday,” “Fifty 
| Years Before Your Eyes,” “The 
Golden Twenties,” “With These 
| Hands,” “Cassino to Korea,” “Sur- 
vival in the Arctic Tundra,” “Jour- 
ney to Reality” an@ “The Unde- 
feated.” 








| N. Y. to Europe 


Anna Maria Alberghetti 
Lemuel Ayres 
Richard Borchard 
Kathleen Bourne 
Cyril Cambridge 
Christina Carroll 
Sarah Churchill 
David Coplain 
Danielle Darrieux 
Maurice Eisenberg 
Madeline Foley 
Zino Francescatti 
John Harding 
David Kanter 
Frank Monaching 
Patricia Morison 
Ivan Petroff 

Flora Robson 
Emanue! Silverstone 
Fred Young 





-+ The 


re- | 


Italian-made film, “The 
Miracle,” continued to nab front- 
_page publicity this week through 
a maze of controversial issues and 
‘aS a result, has probably amassed 
more free ballyhoo than any pic- 
ture ever to play New York. Basis 
of the controversy was.a public ban 
issued against “Miracle” by- Fran- 
cis Cardinal Spellman, head of the 
N. Y. Catholic archdiocese. 


Adding to the general confusion 
—and publicity—during the last 
seven days were such items as a 
bomb scare at the Paris theatre 
where “Miracle” is currently play- 
ing; thé arrest of three pickets 
who had been counter-picketing 
the Catholic War Veterans group 
picketing the house; and the de- 
cision of the New York film critics 
to cancel plans. to make their an- 
nual awards from the stage of Ra- 
dio City Music Hall, N. Y. Decision 
to shift the presentations to the 
Rainbow Room atop the RCA 
building, N. Y., was made when 
it became apparent that the Cath- 
olic church might seek reprisals 
against the Hall because the crix 
had selected the trilogy of which 
“Miracle” is a part as the best 
foreign film of 1950. Trilogy, in- 
cluding two French-made films, is 
being released under the title of 
“Ways of Love.” 

That the publicity is paying off 
at the boxoffice, despite or because 
of the Catholic pickets, is evident 
in the fact that the show has been 
playing to near capacity. Gross for 
the sixth week ended Monday (22) 
was $18,100, down slightly from 
the $20,000 paid in for the previous 
week. Dip, however, was attributed 
to the fact that police cleared the 
house for a _ half-hour Saturday 
night (20) while they searched for 
the bomb after an anonymous 
phone tip and also since the Paris 
was forced to cancel the first show 
Sunday morning. House had pre- 
viously been rented for that time 
to Cinema 16, indie documentary 
film group. 

In announcing their decision to 
bypass the Music Hall for their 
presentations, the film critics re- 
vealed that the Church's interest 
in the affair was spurred by Mar- 
tin Quigley, film industry trade- 
paper publisher and a_ leading 
Catholic layman. They made public 
a letter sent by Church officials 
to Gus Eyssell, managing director 
of the Hall, in which the Church 
declared its authorities would be 
“gravely offended by this incident 


«Continued on page 14) 


L. A. to N: Y. 


Harry Ackerman 
Jack Benny 
Kathleen Bourne 
Cyril Cambridge 
Jim Conkling 
Robert Cummings 
Charles Dale 
Marcel Dalio 
Danielle Darrieux 
Laraine Day 
Richard Derr 
Ken Dolan 
Sharman Douglas 
Leo Durocher 
Frank Fontaine 
Mahlon Herrick 
Frank Liberman 
Dick Linkroum 
Hilliard Marks 
Raymond Massey 
Al Palea 
Rochester 

Taft Schreiber 

Al Schwalberg 
George Skouras 
Joe Smith = 
Dan S. Terrell 
Marta Toren 

Hal Wallis 

Pug Wells 

Sonny Werblin 
Cornel Wilde 
Fred Young 
Darryl Zanuck 
William Zimmerman 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Mr. and Mrs. L. Bush-Fekete 
Cyd Charisse 

Armand Deutsch 

Arthur Freed 

Mannie Greenfield 

Helen Hayes 

Ted Howard 

Ruth Hussey 

Dorothy Kirsten 

Ernest H. Martin 

Tony Martin 

Irwin Shaw 

Harris Shevelson 

John Sturges 
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Hughes Stock Swap With Wall St 
Group Would Break Up RKO Chain 





Howard Hughes which a} 
group of Wall Streeters is now | 
studying would almost certainly | 
mean at least partial dismember- | 
ment of the. RKO Theatres chain. | 
Number of plans are being ana- | 
lyzed by the .downtowners, with 
virtually all of them taking into 
account the possibility of selling 
off a quantity of the approximately 
100 houses in the circuit. | 

Swap scheme entails a trade of 
shares in the RKO picture com- |, 
pany for stock Hughes holds in 
RKO Theatres. The Wall Streeters 
would thus have undisputed con- 
trol of the circuit, while Hughes 
would further solidify the position 
he currently holds in the picture 
company by virtue of ownership 
of 24° of the outstanding shares. 

Financial group is headed by 
David J. Greene, member of the 
New York Exchange. He and his 
clients owned about 300,000 shares 
in the parent company, which, 
following divorcement Jan. 1, has | 
given them the same number of 


with 





shares in each the pic company 
and the theatre company. Hughes’ 
theatre holdings are now in the 


hands of a trustee. 

Meantime, Harry Brandt, New | 
York circuit owner, who negotiated 
for Hughes’ theatre shares most 
of 4ast year is back in the picture. 
It is surmised that he has reenter- 
ed the scene via Sam Dembow, Jr., 
who handled last year's negotia- 
tions for him. Dembow is known 
to be involved in scrutiny which 
the Wall street investment house 
of Blair-Roilins is giving RKO 
Theatre shares. Blair-Rollins prac- 
tice is also to buy management and 
it is presumed that Dembow is sell- 
ing Brandt in that role to fill out 
the deal. 

Greene syndicate has been buy- 
ing up additional theatre shares 
during the past week and is under- 
stood intending to continue build- 

(Continued on page 13) 





Eliminate Hoarding, 
Waste on Rawstock, 





Consummation of the stock swap+ 


Gable in ‘Outfield’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 23. 
Clark Gable shifts from auto 
racing to baseball in his next! 


| Metro starrer, “Angels in the Out- | 
| field,” based on a story by the Rev. | 
|R. D. Grady. 
‘month with Clarence Brown di-' 


Filming starts next | 


recting. 


Following “Angels,” Gable will | trips took to the legal maneuver- 


produce his own indie picture, 
“Lone Star,” in partnership with | 
Z. Wayne Griifin. 


Irving Trust As 





Trustee Won't Be 
Active in RKO Mgt. 


Irving Trust Co., N. Y., which | 


has been named by Howard Hughes 
as the trustee fof his stock in the 
RKO Theatres Corp., will take no 
active part in the management or 


——- & 


Separate percentage fraud suits 
filed by RKO and Loew’s against 
Samuel E. Rosenblatt and Ameri- 
can Theatres, Inc., in Utica, N. Y., 





brought to nearly 200 the total | 


number of such actions pending 
against exhibs across the country. 

Records show there has been no 
letup in the rows over boxoffice 
percentage deals. Since the dis- 
|ing when exhibs were suspected of 
chiseling some years ago total of 
500 separate actions have been in- 
stituted. Approximately 300 of 
these were settled following exami- 
nation of the exhibs’ books, it’s 
understood, with some restitution 
to the distribs constituting the 
basis of compromise. 





| undisclosed. Defendants in the ac- 


| tions, of course, are anxious to keep | 


Economic Status 


| year, ended Aug. 31, when the pic 
' company 


| the settlement terms a private af- 
|fair, and the distribs have been 
| content to go along. 
Gripe of some theatremen, heard 
| in private conversations, is that the 
pic firms themselves are to blame 
| for the volume of percentage rows. 
| They claim overzealous salesmen 


figures reported by theatremen on | 


' 
Almost invariably the extent of | 
payment to the companies remains | 


| speculation 
, trade quarters as to how active a| is in the form of some legal skir- 
part Irving Trust might be expect- | mishing after filing of the suit. | 
ed to play in the affairs of the | Distribs immediately ask court per- | 


/no action of any kind until the | 


‘annual stockholders’ meeting next | 
| December, “when the shares will | 


‘be voted in the interest of all the # cn? € ’ 
as Vadis, Bathsheba 


| It 





NPA’s Golden Warns 


Biloxi, Miss., Jan. 23. 

Users of rawstock had better. 
eliminate waste and _ hoarding, 
Nathan D. Golden, director of the 
motion picture-photographic prod- 
ucts division of National Produc- | 
tion Authority, told a convention 
of the National Audio-Visual Assn. 
last Thursday (18). Golden was 
not present, but sent his speech on 
a recording which was played at 
the meeting. | 
“If panic buying or hoarding of | 
rawstock develops in the film in- 
dustry,” he said, “it will prove 
needless, wasteful and futile under 
existing or immediately foresee- | 
abie circumstances. I believe the , 
best insurance against creating a | 
problem on rawstock is sensible | 
buying and utilization of film by | 
both private industry and the mili- 
tary agencies. If producers, civilian | 
and defense alike, take every pre- | 
(Continued on page 16) | 


AUTHOR DENKER WINS | 
THEFT SUIT FROM ELC 


Following a three-day N. Y. su- 
preme court hearing, author Henry | 
Denker last week was awarded a) 
$5,184 judgment against Eagle Lion | 
Classies by Justice Benedict D. Di-. 
Neen. Denker had sued ELC claim- 
ing that the film company’s 1948 re- 
lease, “In This Corner,” was lifted 

tom his copyrighted yarn, “I'll Be | 

Right Home, Ma.” 

in his piracy action, Denker | 
Charged that the plot, characters 
and dramatic sequences of “Cor: | 
her” were all identical to his work. 
Suit asked for an injunction, dam- 
ases and an accounting. Starring 
Scott Brady, the ELC film was 
Scteenplayed by Burk Symon and 
Fred Niblo, Jr. John Schulman, 
®t Hays, St. John, Abramson & 











Si hulman, repped Denker. 


_tures within the next three months. 
‘January starters are ‘Submarine | 


operation of the company. That) are guilty of forcing unreasonable 
was stated this week by Ben-Flem- | terms in percentage licensing, and 


ing Sessel, v.p. of the bank, who | this, in some cases, leads to under- 


‘is its liaison with RKO Theatres } reporting of b.o. figures as a means 


and a member of the company’s of the exhib’s coming out on top 


board. . | economically with each deal. 
There considerable | 


street and the course of each action generally 


been 
Wall 


has 
in 


new firm. Sessel saic it would take i mission to examine the records of 
(Continued on page 13) 





Otherwise, Sessel explained, “we 
deem our responsibility merely to 
be to see nobody steals the stock. 
is now sitting safely in our 
vault.” Bank was named trustee by 
Hughes for his 929,000 shares un- 
der the antitrust consent decree 
agreement that the RKO topper 
would not continue to hold both 
picture company and theatre com- 
pany shares after the two arms of 
RKO were divorced Jan. 1. 

As distinct from Irving Trust’s 
position as trustee, Sessel said that 
as a director he'd attend board 
meetings and vote as he considered 
best on each issue as it came up. 


(Continued on page 48) 


PAR SKEDS 10 FILMS 
IN NEXT THREE MONTHS 


To Vie Next Fall In 


Battle for grosses by a pair of 
historical giants is due to hit the 
nation’s screens next fall. Being 
readied for almost simultaneous 
release at that time are Metro’s 
“Quo Vadis” and 20th-Fox’s “David 
and Bathsheba.” 


color, with 
large casts. 


important stars and 


naturally expected by the trade to 





tween the _ publicity-exploitation 


uting companies. 
“Vadis” was produced by Sam 
Zimbalist in Rome with a tre- 
Hollywood, Jan. 23. mendous budget. It stars Robert 
Paramount will keep the home , Taylor and a Png ae 
fires burning by starting 10 fea- 1S a persona! production by Varry 
Pape , My . F. Zanuck, 20th’s studio topper, 
and stars Gregory Peck, Susan 
Command,” “The Greatest Show | Hayward and Raymond Massey. 
on Earth” and “My Favorite Spy.” Evidence of trade anxiety for re- 
Februay schedule calls for “De-| lease of the two pix is seen in ef- 
tective Story,” “The Stooge,” | forts to get one or both by Mau-! 





“The Rage of the Vulture.” Start- | joining Astor and Victoria theatres 
ing in March are “My Son John” ,;0n Broadway for City Investing 


and “Aaron Slick from Punkin) Co. Maurer, without having yet_ 
Crick.” Others on the program! seen the pix, is discussing the 
for early in 1951 filming are. booking of either of them into both | 


“ 


+h 66 thi : » | theatres simultaneously, which has 
aeomners pag Be ua roll never been done with a film be-' 
Me.” “Casey Jones.” “This. Is Dy- 'fore. He has in mind playing one 
namite.” “The Road to Hollywood” | roadshow with reserved seats and | 
and “Pride of the Fleet.” . one on a grind, or both on grind 
; fore | and starting one when the other is | 
halfway through so that overflow 
CROWN BACK TODAY lcrowd from one house would be 
Alfred Crown, worldwide sales- | picked up at the start of a show | 
manager for Samuel Goldwyn Pro- | by the other. 
ductions, returns to New York to-| Maurer will probably go to the 
day (Wed) after three weeks in| Coast shortly to talk over the pos-' 
England and on the Continent. sibility of booking the pix. Among 
Principal purpose of his trip was , other things he offers is the larg- 
for negotiation with the J. Arthur | est sign on Broadway, which could 
Rank circuits in England on book- | be achieved by building one spec- 
ing of recent Goldwyn product. tacular over both theatres. 











Stewart's New Oater 
Hollywood, Jan. 23. 
James Stewart's next starring 
assignment at et on 
ional will be “The Bend oO Seer ve \ 
Snake.” dealing with western ad- de Janeiro, en = ——— P 
venture in the Snake River district | __Weltner shoves off shortly for 
of Idaho. iSouth Africa and Australia. i 


Weltner Busy Traveler 
George Weltner, head of Para-. 
mount’s foreign department, due 
back tomorrow (Thurs.) from Rio 


Pattern long since established in | 


Battle of the Giants 


Both will be specs and both in): 


And with some paral- | 
lelism in subject matter, there is| 


be considerable competition be- 
tween the two pix—-as well as be-/ 


departments of the two distrib-. 








' Cinecolor’s 6046 Loss 


| Hollywood, Jan. 23. 

Net loss of $604,642 was re- 
| ported by Cinecolor for fiscal year 
ended Sept. 30, 1950. Half of net 
loss was attributed by company to 
| experimentation on Supercinecolor. 
Annual report pointed out de- 
| mand for both Supercinecolor and 
| Cinecolor had exceeded capacity of 
, plant and that $200,000 would be 
spent this year for additional facili- 
ties. 


‘1950 in the Black, 
ELC Consolidating 





| 


Having wound up 1950 in the 
black, but by no extensive margin, 
| Eagle Lion Classics is now plan- 
ning some definite steps in the 
/way of further bolstering its eco- 
‘nomic position with cuts in ex- 
penses, drawing a large share in 
its split of revenue with producers, 
and inducing more top-calibre prod- 
uct. 

Indie distrib is understood to 
have shown a net profit of slightly 
over $160,000 from last June 17 
through the remainder of the cal- 
endar year. It was on June 17 that 
the projected merger with Film 
Classics officially fell through and 
ECL got off on its own. Prior to 
this the predecessor firm, Eagle 
Lion, had been a deficit operation 
which, with the merger uncertain- 
ties, combine to make the 
more impressive than the figures 
suggest on the surface. 

-Firm is understood to have called 
a virtual halt on any more deals in 





‘which it collects distribution fees. 


‘in the amount of only 25° to 
/2715°%. Actually the last film un- 
‘der a 25% arrangement was “Des- 
tination Moon,” which is now wind 
,ing up release. 
Asks 30% 
Outfit is said to feel that because 
‘of the high distribution operating 
‘costs it is entitled to at least 30°7 
as its equitable share of th» total 
rentals, and in some cases this 
should go higher. ELC collects 
35° of “Red Shoes” cvin in its deal 
with J. Arthur Rank. 

Distrib, on the basis of its pres- 
‘ent releasing pacts with th indie 
producers, requires total distribu-— 


(Continued on page 14) 


20TH LEADS WITH 5 





| IN BIOPIC SWEEPSTAKES 


Hollywood, Jan. 23. 
Biographies are getting a heavy 


'“Rhubarb,” “Peking Express” and rice Maurer, operator of the ad-' play on the motion picture lots 


with 11 tales of real personalities 
coming up for 1951 filming and 
four more completed and ready tor 
release. 

‘Twentieth-Fox leads in this re- 
spect with “The Desert Fox,” “The 
Jane Froman Story,” “The Dizzy 
Dean Story,” “Viva Zapata” and a 
yarn about Dr. Sigmund Freud. 
Paramount is readying “Somebody | 
Loves Me.” Metro has “Bowery 
to Bellevue,” Warners has “The 
Will Rogers Story” and Republic 
has “Fabulous Nellie Bly.”” Among 
the indies, W. R. Frank is prepir- 
ing the life story of Billy Miske. 
pugilist, and Frank Seltzer is doing 
the same with “The Kansas City 
Story,” based on the political 
career of Tom Pendergast. 

In work at Warners is “I Was a 


‘Communist for the FBI,” and at: 
' Allied Artists is “I Was an Ameri- 
_can Spy,” 


the story of Claire 
Phillips. Ready for release are 
“The Great Caruso” at Metro; “Jim 
Thorpe, All-American” at Warners; 
“Al Jennings of Oklahoma” at Co- 
lumbia and “Quantrell’s Raiders” 
at Paramount. 


profit | 


STR Ip PAYOR F WB Domestic Theatre Coin Accounts 
SETTLES ATHEAS For 627, of Total Net in Past 10 Years 


—+ 


Warner Bros. domestic theatre 
earnings have accounted for ap- 
| proximately 62° of the miajor’s 
'total net profit over the past 10- 
year period. Produc:ion-distribu- 
tion and all foreign operations pro- 
vided the 32° balance. 

Firm this week published the 
first official breakdown on its fi- 
nancial ups and downs over the 
10-year span. Pro forma statements 
were sent to stockholders in ad- 
vance of the annual meeting on 
'Feb. 20 for final affirmation of 
divorcement. 

Theatre chain, as if it had op- 


|erated independently of the film 


branch of the outfit, had a total 
‘net profit of $69,819,943 from the 
year ending Aug. 31, 1941, through 
Aug. 31, 1950. Picture company, 
separately, earned a total of $43,- 
253,022 over the same period. 
Totaled, consolidated net earn- 
ings for the corporation for the 
10 years amounted to $113,072,965. 
Biggest surprise in the profit fluc- 
tuations came in the last fiscal 


skyrocketed financially 
and theatres showed a substantial 
drop. 

Circuit dipped from a net of 
$10,327,939 in 1949, to $6,143,241 
in 1950. Film outfit, on the other 
hand, rose sharply in 1950 with a 
profit of $4,128,316, as compared 
with earnings of only $138,595 in 
1949 and a loss of $246,569 in 1948. 

Combination of Factors 

Combination of factors was re- 
sponsible for spurt in pic net in- 
come, primarily a gross revenue 
climb which was accompanied by 
paring of costs and expenses. Film 


(Continued on page 16) 


Earl Hudson Credits 


Detroit Area Upswing 
| To Lag in TV Interest 


Detroit, Jan. 23. 
Slight upswing in theatre attend- 
ance in the Detroit area is credited 
partially by Earl Hudson, head of 
United Detroit Theatres, to a wan- 
ing interest in television. Hudson 
revealed a study had found that 





_Setowners maintained a lively in- 


terest in TV for six to nine months 
after home installations. After that 
period, he said, the novelty had 
worn off and the setowners started 
to drift back to the theatres for 
their entertainment. 

There are approximately 460,000 


_TY sets in Greater Detroit, Hudson 


said, Those who acquired sets for 
Christmas probably will be staying 
close to home during the six-to- 


|nine-month period, while those who 


have had sets for six months or 
longer are turning to other forms 
of amusement, he added. 

Hudson said he found the situa- 
tion to be pretty much the same in 
other territories in which he had 
discussed te situation with theatre 
execs, 


ILV.. DRIVE-IN ASKS 
MILLION IN TRUST SUIT 


Springfield, Il!., Jan. 23. 
Seven major companies and 
four theatre circuits were named 
in $1,000,000 antitrust suit filed 





/here Monday (21) by Springfield 


Drive-In Theatre, Inc. 

Suit charges that the defendant 
distribs refused to book product to 
the Drive-In theatre until after it 
had played all other theatres in 
Springfield during 1947 and 1948. 
Lone exception was in 1949, when 
Metro permitted one of its films to 
play the outdoor theatre 14 days 
after firstrun. 

Claiming that it lost $335,000 in 
potential profits as a result of the 
alleged illegal practices, plaintiff 
asks triple damages totalling $1,- 
005,000 Defendants in the case 
are Universal-International, War- 
ner Bros., Columbia Pictures, 
Paramount, RKO, 20th - Fox, 
Loew's, Frisina Amus. Co., Kera- 
sotes Bros. Theatres, Publix Great 
oo Theatres and Balaban & 

atz. 
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Call Me Mister 


(SONGS-COLOR) 
Holiywood, Jan. 23. 
Twentieth-Fox release of Fred Kohlmar 
reduction. Stars Betty Grable, Dan Dai- 
ey; features Danny Thomas, Dale Rob- 
erison, Benay Venuta, Richard Boone, 
Jéfirey Hunter, Frank Fontaine. Directed 
by Llovd Bacon. Written by Albert E. 
Lewin and Burt Styler; suggested by the 


musical revue by Harold J. Rome and 
Arnold M. Auerbach; camera (Techni- 
color). Arthur E. Arling; editor, Louis 


Loeffler; dance staging, Busby Berkeley; 
musical direction, Alfred Newman; songs, 
Alack Gordon and Sammy Fain, Jerry See- 









Yen and Earl K Brent. Harold J. Rome; 
revised lyrics to ‘Military Life.” Jerry | 
Seelen; Frances Ash. Tradeshown Jan. | 
19, 51. Running time, 96 MINS. | 
Key Hudson ; ..Betty Grable | 
Shep Dooley Dan Dailey 
S.anley Danny Thomas 
Capt. Johnny Comstock..Dale Robertson | 
Billie Barton : Benay Venuta 
Ness Sergeant ........+. Richard Boone 
The Kid .....ccecccccees Jeffrey Hunter | 
BETGGGM _.. . 2. wcceesscede Frank Fontaine | 
Ge OS eee Harry Von Zell | 
POMER «ic cc ceeeneteder Dave Willock | 
Ackerman Robert Ellis 
Brown Jerry Paris | 
Dunhill Dance Team: Lou Spencer, Art 


Stanley, Bob Roberts 
han Tommy Bond 
Frank Clark 


Little Soldier 
Big Soldier 


Specialty Singer ....cccers Bobby Short 
CONONEL © Ae os ck ceecneses Fred Libby 
CUIGE OE TE 64s ac icesases Ken Christy 
io jor MeCall .....Russ Conway 
£ it. to Chief of Staff......Robert Scott 


Aide to Colonel 
Col. Edwards _... .cccces 
h moni Sales Girl..... 


(ame Dabbs Greer 
Mack Williams 

..Maylia 
Steven Clark 
. Robert Easton 


‘Tonnessee 





A:vmy Clerk John McKee 
First Sergeant Robert Rockwell 

Twentieth-Fox has a sock fil- 
musical in ‘Call Me Mister.” 


Drawing but lightly on its Broad- | 
weoyv revue namesake for book and 
songs, it is smooth, easy-to-take 
screen entertainment that promises 


to register stoutly at the ticket 
w.ndows. 

Garbed in a glowing Techni- 
co or dress and gifted with musi- 
cal-wise Betty Grable and Dan 
Dailey, the footage sparks along 


through songs, dances and a skele- 
ton story framework with an in- 
fectious zip. Only four of the stage 
revue’s songs gre used, one with 
revised lyrics, and four new num- 
bers were contributed. Book 
ht action in Japan just after 
Vorld War II’s end, instead of 
back in the states, so the title it- 
seif is the chief suggestion of the 
film’s legit origin. 


Of the eight tunes, six are 
scirved up in production numbers. 
Probably the best is “Japanese 
Girl Like American Boy,” during 


which Miss Grable works with a 
Japanese femme chorus, and scene 
then segues into a dance with the 
Dunhill danec team of three males. | 
Miss Grable, impersonating 
ssilor with the dance trio, does 
a wow job. ) 

Danny Thomas’ “Lament to the. 
Pots and Pans” is another socko | 
sequence. Miss Grable’s solo vocal 
moment is “I’m Gonna Love That | 
Guy,” and it comes over with a) 
bang.: She and Dailey dance and. 


sing “I Just Can’t Do Enough for) 
You, Baby” and ‘Call Me Mister.” | 


| 


Latter also is used behind the title 
cards as film gets underway. 
Finale production piece is “Love 
Js Back in Business,” given a plush 
siaging so out of keeping with the 
ludicrous. “Military Life,’ with 
a hilarious takeoff on Army Air 
Force heroes. “Going Home Train” 
is spotted as a production special, 
with Bobby Short doing the sing- 


ing. 

Film plot by Albert E. Lewin 
and Burt Styler finds Dailey a GI 
ready to be shipped home from 
Japan. When he finds Miss 


been separated, is serving with the 
Civilian Actresses Technician Serv- 
ice, he forges an assignment paper 
so he can help her stage a camp 
show and possibly win her back. 
From there, the script goes 
through the usual involvements, 
but has snappy dialog to carry it 
oif. 

Fred Kohlmar dressed the pro- 
duction lavishly and Lloyd Bacon 
directed it with a sure hand to 
blend the music and comedy into 
an entertaining 96 minutes. 

two stars are excellent and Danny 
Thomas scores a solid personal 
success with his sympathetic type 
of comedy. As the base captain 
who makes an abortive play for 
Miss Grable, Dale Robertson ad- 
vances his film stock. Comedy 
ability of Frank Fontaine is never 
brought out, his talent being 
wasted on a small role. Neither 
has Benay Venuta much to do as 
a co-worker in the CATS with 
Miss Grable. 

Lou Spencer, Art Stanley and 
Bob Roberts, making up the Dun- 
hill dance team, score strongly, 
and there are firstrate assists 
from the other members of the 
cast. 

New tunes in the score were 
cleffed by Mack Gordon and 
Sammy Fain, while Jerry Seelen 
and Earl K. Brent did “Lament to 
the Pots and: Pans.” The stage 
revue’s “Military Life” is broken 
vd into a Thomas monolog con- 
cerning the guy who’s still a jerk 
fter donning khaki, and the Air 
Force takeoff>- Busby Berkeley 


| 


|The small Quebec village in which 
ng | they live becomes a gossip mill 
army camp locale that it is almost | when poison pen letters, indicating | 
1C : 1 Rennie and Miss Smith are having 
revised lyrics by Jerry Seelen, is| an affair, are widely distributed. | 


Mimature Reviews 


“Call Me Mister” (Songs- 
Color) (20th). Sock filmusi- 
cal, suggested by the Broad- 
way revue. Bright b.o. pros- 


pects. 

“The 13th Letter’ (20th). 
Excellently presented melo- 
drama based on poison pen let- 
ters. Fairly good chance. 

“The Enforcer” (WB). Sus- 
penseful cops - and - robbers 
melodrama with Humphrey 
Bogart. Good b.o. 

“The Second Woman” (UA). 
Psychological drama with Rob- 
ert Young and Betsy Drake; 
moderate boxoffice. 

“@ene Autry and the Moun- 
ties” (Songs) (Col), Okay entry 
in the Autry oater series. 

“Prairie Roundup” (Songs) 
(Col). Very good Charles 
Starrett oater in the Durango 
Kid series. 








gives the dances excellent staging; 
Leigh Harline’s incidental music 
is good, as are the vocal arrange- 
ments by Joseph J. Lilley and 
Jeff Alexander, and the orchestra- 
tion by Herbert Spencer and Earle 
Hagen. The musical direction is 
by Alfred Newman. 
Beautiful color lensing by 
Arthur E. Arling heads up along 
with the fine array of technical 
contributions. Brog. 


The 13th Letter 


Hollywood. Jan. 19. 
Twentieth-Fox release of Otto Preming- 





er production. Stars Linda Darnell, 
Charles Boyer, Michael Rennie. Constance 
Smith; features Francoise Rosay, Judith 


Evelyn, Guy Sorel, June Hedin. Directed 
by Preminger. Screenplay, Howard Koch; 
based on story by Louis Chavance; cam- 
era, Joseph La Shelle; music. Alex North. 


Tradeshown Jan. 17, ’51. Running time, 
85 MINS. 

Perret re peseeceses cane Pere 
Dr. Laurea .iescasdedeeos Charles Boyer 
Dr. Pearson ..coceccecce 

Cora Laurent .cccccee «..Constance Smit 
Mrs. SimmS ...e-ce eovee- Francoise Rosay 
Sister Marie 

Robert Helier . geneteccese Guy Sorel 
Rochelle ....ee.e. cecces June Hedin 
POGRMAR. .. 156006 eceeee.- Paul Guevremont 
Dr. Fletcher .cccccce -..George Alexander 
Dr. Heuer. ssssces TTT TT rT J. Leo Gagnon 
The Mayor..-ccccccsesesess Ovila Legare 


A fairly good response should 
be struck in playdates for ‘The 
13th Letter.” Well-made and with 
an offbeat location site, film is an 
interesting account of the effects 
of poison pen letters on a small 
Quebec village. * 

Producer - director Otto Pre- 
minger carefully builds mood in 


based on a story by Louis Cha- 
vance. Pace has a deliberateness, 
in keeping with the plot and the 
characters with which it deals, that 
adds to the interest. Playing by 
the entire cast is very good and 
there are several standout per- 
formances, as well as some promis- 
ing new talent. 

Plot format deals principally 
with Michael Rennie, as a doctor; 
Charles Boyer, an older doctor, and 
his young wife, Constance Smith. 


| Letters go on to bring in other 


eople, eventually causing 
' wounded war hero 
suicide. 


' reached, is not unexpected but still 
is played off believably. 

| Linda Darnell heads the star list 
as a_ crippled, 
girl on whom suspicion falls briefly. 


| become the story’s one valid 
'romance. Her playing is excellent. 
| Rennie, a Britisher, brings an in- 
_teresting gruffness to his role and 


shows promise of winning domes-| 


\tic film favor. 
| Charles Boyer slips into the 
character of the elderly French-, 


Canadian doctor with wonderful | 


ease. Miss Smith, a British 


im- 


| reveals she authored the letters at 
the urging of her aged husband. 

| Other talent in the film wears a 

| fresh face, going perfectly with 


| the Canadian locale and adding to. 
Among them are | 


| realistic values. 
Francoise Rosay, Judith Evelyn, 
Guy Sorell and June Hedin. Tech- 
nical talent is alsc strong in assist- 
ing the production values. Joseph 
| La Shelle’s camera and the special 
| effects by Fred Sersen do a stand- 
‘out job of bringing the French- 
Canadian countryside, villages and 
people to screen life. Brog. 
| 
| Odeon (Can.) Chief to London 
Toronto, Jan. 23. 
' Leonard’ Brockington, Odeon 
(Canada) Ltd., prexy, planed here 
for London, England, where he 
will make a series of keynote 
speeches over the British Broad- 
casting Corp. about the forthcom- 
ing British Festival of stage, screen, 
ballet and symphony achievements. 
Pilot of the Arthur Rank inter- 
ests in Canada, Brockington re- 
turns to Toronto in three weeks. 





The Enforeer 
Hollywood, Jan. 23. 


Warners release of Milton Sperling 
(United States Pictures) production. Stars 
Humphrey Bogart; features Zero Mostel. 
Ted De Corsia, Everett Sloane, Roy Fob- 
erts, Lawrence Tolan. Directed by Bre- 
taigne Windust. Written by Martin Rack- 
in; camera, Robert Burks; editor, Fred 
Allen: music, David Buttolph. Tradeshown 
Jan. 16, ’51. Running time, 86 MINS. 


Martin Ferguson ....-. Humphrey Bogart 
“Big Babe” Lazich.......... Zero Mostel 
Joseph Rico......... eseee- Ted De Corsia 


Albert Mendoza ........-.Everett Sloane 
Capt. Frank Nelson.........Roy Roberts 
“Duke” Tiano es... Lawrence Tolan 
Sgt. Whitlow .....+..+...King Donovan 
Herman ceccecceccce RODEIt Steele 
Teresa Davis ..cccccoseeces---Pat Joiner 
Thomas O’Hara ...+++ee+++-.-Don Beddoe 





Tony VettoO ..ccccvcecescess Tito Vuolo 
a nakee based s aoe Bee 
SOOM <..csaxnaccueetesseces GCN, une 
| Olga Kirshen ...cccesees Adelaide Klein 


j 
| 
‘ 


a unfolding the Howard Koch script, | 


romance-starved | 


port, displays emotional talent and | 
is socko in the sequence when sbe | 


Nina Lombardo .. Susan Cabot 


Louis (The Barber). 


Mad Wednesday 

“Mad Wednesday,” Harold 
Lloyd starrer, which opens at 
the Globe, N. Y., today (Wed.), 
was reviewed in the Feb. 19, 
1947, issue of VARIETY under 
the title of “The Sin of Har- 
old Diddlebock.” Stal opined 
that the “return of Lloyd in 
almost any type of film vehicle 
would be a welcome note to 
film boxoffices ...” He added 
that “Diddlebock” can be ex- 
pected to do “top biz” in al- 
most all situations. 

A Howard Hughes-Preston 
Sturges production, ‘““Wednes- 
day” was released in a few 
situations in 1947 by United 





veer e tt Mario Siletti | 


Warners has a suspenseful crime 


melodrama in “The Enforcer.” A 
story obviously based on the no- 


torious Murder, Inc., it should find | 


good going at the boxoffice 


in | 


nearly all situations, with the name | 


of Humphrey Bogart helping as the 
marquee lure. 


Produced by Milton Sperling for | 


Warners release under the banner 
of United States Pictures, the film 
plays fast and excitingly in dealing 
with Bogart’s efforts to bring the 
head of a gang of killers to jus- 
tice. The Martin Rackin script 
uses the flashback technique to get 


the story on film, but it is wisely | 


used so as not to tip the ending and 
spoil suspense. 

Footage kicks off with a brief 
prolog by Senator Estes Kefauver, 
crime investigation committee 
head, explaining necessity of bring- 
ing crooks to justice. Story starts 
with Bogart ready to crack a case 
on which he has worked four years; 
he has a witness who can pin a 
murder rap on the gang head. How- 
ever, the witness, in fear, escapes 


- Michael “——— and falls to his death. Seeking to 


find some other tiny clue in the 


the material gathered over the long 
years, permitting flashbacks into 
the past, and finally picks a single 
twist that gives him his lead and 
sets up an exciting finale. 

Bretaigne Windust’s direction is 
thorough, never missing an oppor- 
tunity to sharpen suspense values, 
and the tension builds constantly 
over the 86 minutes. Type casting 
of the assorted criminals is very 
good, adding punch to the melo- 
dramatic aims and giving Bogart’s 
assistant district attorney charac- 
terization strong support. 

Zero Mostel, Ted De _ Corsia, 
Everett Sloane, Lawrence Tolan, 
Robert Steele, Don Beddoe, John 
Kellogg and Jack Lambert are all 
uniformly excellent in socking over 
their assorted killer types. Roy 
Roberts, chief assistant to Bogart, 
and King Donovan, homicide ser- 
geant, help hold up the law-and- 
order phases. Susan Cabot, a gang 
victim, whose death tips off the 
widespread Murder, Inc., is good, 
as is Patricia Joiner, intended vic- 
tim who figures 
|finale and saves Bogart’s case 
against Everett Sloane. Tito Vuolo, 
Adelaide Klein and Mario Siletti 
round out the good casting. 

On the technical side, film has 
some quality lensing by Robert 


2 Burks, tight editing by Fred Allen | 
to commit and a firstrate score by David But- 
Denouement, when finally | tolph to help in realizing on the 


meller intentions. Brog. 


| The Second Woman 
United Artists release of Harry M. Pop- 
kin (Mort Briskin) production. Stars Rob- 
ert Young, Betsy Drake; features John 
Sutton, Henry ’"Neill; Florence Bates, 
Morris Carnovsky. Directed by James V. 
Kern. Screenplay, Robert Smith; camera, 
Hal Mohr; editor, Walter Thompson; musi- 
cal director, Nat W. Finston. Previewed 








90 MINS. 

I See Robert Young 
NN, CE. a 4060ese ees ees Betsy Drake 
Oe eae John Sutton 
ES arr Florence Bates 
i: EEE. 2 6eeweeeess Morris Carnovsky 
Ben Sheppard........... Henry O'Neill 
rrr ree Jean Rogers 
Danse DOGG. «ss cccecc Raymond Largay 
Vivian Sheppard.. . Shirley Ballard 
oo errr ee Vici Raaf 
Par ere ... John Galludet 
Seey MNES. . cacceceescss Jason Robards 
Balthazar Jones........ . Steven Geray 
DEP. MORO... ces eececs Jimmy Dodd 
Porter Lneereheewe Smokey Whitfield 
Police Sergeant........ ... Cliff Clark 


“The Second Woman” is another 
celluloid excursion into the psy- 
chological story realm. Much of the 
early footage is rather morbid and 
slow-moving, but the pace quickens 
in the closing reels to make the 
film a fair boxoffice contender. 

Original screenplay of Robert 
Smith (also co-producer) virtually 
unfolds as the case history of a 
paranoic. For Robert Young, a tal- 
ented architect, apparently has fits 
of occasional depression after the 
death of his wife-to-be on their 
wedding eve. These mental peculi- 
arities appropriately are accom- 
panied by a series of misfortunes 
which mysteriously befall him. 


in the exciting production. 


Artists. When Hughes later 
took over RKO, the film went 
with him. Present version has 
been somewhat revised by 
Jerry Wald and Norman Kras- 
na, who recently joined RKO 
as independent producers. 
Screenplayed and directed by 
Sturges, the pic is a slapstick 
comedy based upon a football 
game scissored from Lloyd’s 
1923 silent feature, “The 
Freshman.” 








the yarn are a wealthy landowner, | 
the father of the dead prospective | 


bride; a shifty employee of the 
affluent realtor who’s quite a ladies 
man, and a prominent doctor. 


Story thread is spun almost en- 
tirely on a bleak section of the 
California coast. This adds to the 
general gloominess. of the plot 
structure as do the interiors, which 
contain, among other things, the 
usual dimly lighted mansion. One 
would think that such a forbidding 


locale would prove frightening to a | 


girl. But it doesn’t deter Miss 
Drake, who proves Young’s perse- 
cutions have stemmed from the 
machinations of the land tycoon. 


Young turns in a good perform- 
ance as the supposedly deranged 
architect. -Miss Drake is coldly cal- 
culating as his vis-a-vis. John Sut- 
ton is well cast 
killer. Henry O'Neill, as the opu- 
lent townsman, cleverly masks a 
warped mind which causes him to 
abuse Young. Capable support is 


brother who hates Mounties. Rich. 
ard Emory, Herbert Rawlinson 
Trevor Bardette, Francis McDon- 
old, Jody Gilbert and others are 
capable. 

John English’s direction of the 
Armand Schaefer production keeps 
it moving for 70 minutes. The 
okay script was contributed by Nor- 
man S. Hall, and sepia tones of 
William Bradford’s lensing show 
up well. Brog, 





Prairie Roundup 
(SONGS) 
Hollywood, Jan. 19. 


Columbia release of Colbert Clark pro- 
duction. Stars Charles Starrett; features 
Smiley Burnette, Mary Castile, Frank Fen. 
ton, the Sunshine Boys. Directed by Fred 
F. Sears. Written by Joseph O’Donnell; 
camera, Fayte Browne; editor, Paul Bo. 
rofsky. Previewed Jan. 19, ’51. Running 
time, 33 MINS. 

Steve Carson 


The Durango Kiat seeeees-Charles Starrett 





| Smiley Burnette.........Smiley Burnette 
ne SEE. = 1 sa bee 00568 6< Mary Castle 
Buck Prescott... ..cccccces: Frank Fenton 
Pe EE ee rrr Frank Sully 
i. 2 rere eeesees Paul Campbell 
Dan Kelley........ ieee aS Forrest Taylor 
Hawk Edwards............ Don Harvey 
Jim Eaton.. sesececeees George Baxter 
[ee MERION pcr eeviacecoed Lane Chandler 
a... £ Se reere tre John Cason 
EE SMR dtwadedbenesuwess Al Wyatt 
POS 5 80.00 0400.0 Sergewe-s Glenn Thompson 
oo ee 


Ace Richmond 
The Sunshine Boys 





Columbia’s Durango Kid series 
with Charles Starrett gets into 
high with “Prairie Roundup,” an 
oater well above any recent entries 
in the group. Plenty of action, an 
okay plot and other good use of the 
sagebrush formula should rate this 
one a neat reception in the pro- 
gram western market. 

Starrett, as a retired Texas 
Ranger, is framed for the killing of 
a man supposedly the Durango Kid. 
Refusing to clear himself by ad- 


'mitting he is actually the prairie 
'Robin Hood, Starrett breaks jail 


and takes off to uncover the rea- 
sons for his frame. He finds Frank 


| Fenton scheming to build a ranch 


as a suave lady- | 


empire by stealing cattle being run 
over the Santa Fe trail to market. 
Alternating between being the Du- 


'rango Kid and his other character, 


lent by Morris Carnovsky, as the | 


physician, along with Florence 
Bates and Jean Rogers in lesser 
roles. 

James V. Kern directed with an 
eye to suspense. However, his 
buildup of the introductory stages 
of the film seems too lengthy. Bet- 
ter editing, perhaps, could have 
speeded these sequences in addi- 
tion to trimming the overlong 90- 
minutes running time. Maximum 


| production. values were squeezed 


out of the budget. Hal Mohr’s 
camerawork is firstrate. Gilb. 


Gene Autry and the 
Mounties 
(SONG) 

Hollywood, Jan. 17. 


Columbia release of Armand Schaefer 
' Stars Gene Autry, Champion 
(equine); features Elena Verdugo, Carle- 
ton Young, Richard Emory, Herbert Raw- 
linson, Trevor Bardette, Francis McDon- 
ald, Jim Frasher, Pat Buttram. Directed 


| by John English. Written by Norman S. 


Hall: camera, William Bradford: 


editor, 
James Sweeney: songs, 


Doris Anderson 


; and Gene Andrea, Cindy Walker. Pre- 
viewed Jan. 15, ‘51 Running time, 
70 MINS. 

OO, BU errr rr re Gene Autry 
ORG FGNOEE. ccc cctcscecs Pat Buttram 
iam 43 SET Cr eee Elena Verdugo 
Pierre LaBlond.......... Carleton Young 


WOrey MME. . 5c sccéas 
Inspector Wingate 
Raoul Duval 


Richard Emory 
imaves Herbert Rawlinson 
Trevor Bardette 


ee ee 





Starrett slings lead and fist in be- 
tween chases before he brings the 
heavies to six-gun justice. 


Smiley Burnette brings in some 
comedy aimed directly at a good 
reaction from the younger western 
fans, as well as singing ‘Deep 
Frogey Blues” and “Smack Happy.” 
Other vocals are contributed by the 
Sunshine Boys on “Press Along, 
Cowboy” and “Golden Range in the 
Sky.” 

Mary Castle, a sagebrush spit- 
fire; Frank Sully, a sheriff; Paul 
Campbell, Don Harvey, Lane 
Chandler and John Cason, latter 
four as Fenton henchmen; Forrest 
Taylor and others measure up to 


_the outdoor demands. 


Fred F. Sears’ direetion paces 


the Joseph O’Donnell script with 


| Batiste .. ...Francis McDonald 
Oe BOOM. vs Sc sccabeucdcs Jim Frasher 
Sergeant Stuart........ Gregg Barton 
oat EOE OLE House Peters, Jr. | 
| Be eee Jody Gilbert 
Docto® Sawye?....c.ccccccces Nolan Leary 


in New York, Jan. 22, 50. Running time, | 





Gene Autry teams up with the 
Northwest Mounted Police to get 
his man. Results are standard 


| western heroics against a north 


woods background, bolstered with 
enough action to carry it satisfac- 
torily through the Autry market. 

Autry and Pat Buttram, Mon- 
tana marshals, cross over into 
Canada on the trail of a bank rob- 
ber. There they learn the heavy 


_also is sought by the Mounties for 


But Betsy Drake, a vacationing | 


insurance company statistician. be- 
comes romantically interested in 


the juve ticket buyers. 


Young and probes into the strange _ 


incidents despite his frequent ad- 
monitions to her to drop such tac- 
tics. Other leading characters in 


plotting against the Canadian gov- 
ernment. Joining forces, the as- 
sorted lawmen become involved in 
fisticuffs, knifings and 
before heavy Carleton Young gets 
his just deserts by perishir.g in a 
fire while trying to escape justice. 

Woodsy background for the 
action is a good switch from sage- 
brush but, otherwise, it’s still west- 
ern fare for the outdoor houses 
and Okay in that field. Autry’s 
heroics are delivered in his usual 
style and he_ gets over two 
tunes, “Anteora” by Doris Ander- 
son and Gene Andrea; and “Blue 
Canadian Rockies” by Cindy 
Walker. 


Verdugo. 

Buttram injects some 
into the script for the pleasure of 
Miss Ver- 
duso is good as the gal coveted by 
Young. Latter is permitted to 
chew scenery as the heavy, as is 
Jim Frasher, Miss Verdugo’s young 


comedy | 


shootings | 


plenty of action. A minor flaw is 
some bad marksmanship, but not as 
much as usual in most program 
westerns. Unusual for the series 
oater field are the interesting can 
era angles and other marks of in- 
telligent use of the lenses dis- 
played by Fayte Browne. Colbert 
Clark’s production frames the pic 
ture with the correct values for the 
market. Brog. 


Why Korea? 

20th-Fox release of Movietonews pro- 
duction. Produced by Edmund Reek. Nar- 
rated by Joe King: script, Joseph Kenas, 
Ulric Bell. Material edited by Louis Te- 
tunic, Jack Kuhne; film editor. Arthur 
Lincer: niusic, Jack Shaindlin; special ef- 
fects. Ernest Wiking. Previewed Jan. 16, 
*50. Running time, 30 MINS. 


This expertly edited documen- 
tary was designed to show the rea- 
sons for our intervention in Korea 
and to clear up possible doubts as 
to the wisdom or necessity of send- 
ing troops to such a remote and 
seemingly unimportant area. Thir- 
ty-minute subject gives the an- 
swers both visually and orally, via 
Joe King’s narration. 

Assembled from newsreel clips 
and other documentary subjects, 
“Why Korea?” traces developments 
leading to, and effects of, Japan's 
invasion of Manchuria in 1931, 
Italy’s attack on Ethiopia, Russia’s 
aggression in Finland and Ger- 
many’s invasion of Poland. Each 
event, pic points out, was a direct 


threat to our own peace and se- 


A third number, “Love’s | 
Ritornella,” falls to heroine, Elena 


curity. If we permit aggression to 
go unheeded, the existence of all 
free nations is at stake; that is the 
film’s theme. 

Writing, selection of material, 
narration, special effects and mu- 
sical background have been blend- 
ed effectively into a stirring sub- 
ject which should be enlightening 
to those who have been in the 
dark as to “why Korea?” 


Scalved Tit'e 


Hollywood, Jan. 23. 

Warners’ “Jim Thorpe, All- 
Americen” will be released as 
“Man of Bronze” in Europe, where 
football means soccer and an In- 
— is someone who wears a tur- 
an. 
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Local H-63 Warns Film Companies 
Vs, Reorganizing SOPEG and SPG 


Projected reconstituting of Screen 4- 


Publicists Guild and Screen Office 
and Professional Employes Guild 
into autonomous bodies may be the 
wedge through which Home Office 


Employes Union, Local H-63, will creased concentration on engineer- 
get a stronger foothold in film com- | 
pany home offices. In any event, | trimming of New York office staff. 

| First to bow out under retrench- 


clash between Local H-63 on the 
one hand and elements of SPG and 
SOPEG on the other is brewing. 

In letters to two companies and 
their former theatre circuit af- 
filiates, H-63 warned the companies 
that any recognition of SOPEG and 
SPG would be illegal. H-63 is af- 
filiated with International Alliance 
of Theatrical Stage Employes. 
SOPEG and SPG are units of 
United Office and Professional 
Workers of America, which was 
ousted from the CIO. 

Letters were sent to Paramount 
Pictures, United Paramount Thea- 
tres, RKO Pictures and RKO The- 
atres. Harold Spivak, attorney for 
H-63, said letters were sent to 
those companies because bulk of 
their employees had asked IA unit 
for help. Spivak said H-63 may 
even petition National Labor Re- 
lations Board to certify it as bar- 
gaining agent for all homeoffice 
employees. 

H-63 served notice on the com- 
anies that, despite. any apparent 
dentity of names, neither SOPEG 

nor SPG, as presently constituted, 
is the same organization previously 
designated by the employees as 
their bargaining agent and with 
which contracts were made. Union 
listed four ehanges undergone by 


(Continued on page 13) 


Fidelity Pix Establishes 
$2,500,000 Credit With 
Bank of America for Prod. 


Fidelity Pictures, indie produc- 
ing firm which earlier this month 
closed a 10-pie releasing deal with 
Eagle Lion Classics, has completed 
extensive financing ararngements 
for its production program, 

Unit has established a $2,500,000 
credit fund with the Bank of Amer- 
ica to cover the entire lineup, rep- 





resenting one of the biggest ioans | po 


for an 
months. 

Coin will be available, subject 
to standard rejection privileges by 
the bank, at the rate of $250,000 
per film. This, of course, consti- 
tutes the usual “first money” fin- 
ancing. 

Fidelity’s recent output includes 
“Montana Belle,” for RKO release, 
and “The Groom Wore Spurs,” Uni- 
versal. It now has “Chuch-a-Luck,” 
Marlene Dietrich starrer, in pro- 
duction. Initially skedded for ELC 
are “My Fine Feathered Friend,” 
“The Reluctant Bride” and “The 
Gentleman from Chicago.” 

Firm's aim is to complete the 
entire 10-film program over the 
next 18 months. Each pie will roll 
With a $500,000 lensing budget, 
it's understood. 

Fidelity outfit is headed by A. 
Pam Blumenthal, Howard Welsch, 
Joseph H. Seidelman and Greg 
Bautzer. Seidelman, former U for- 
eign chief, acquired a block of 
Stock in the firm and will occupy 
& spot in management. 


independent in many 





49% of ’50 Newsreels 


Dealt With Foreign Scene | 


Growing interest of the Ameri- 
Can publie jn international events 
Was spotlighted this week by the 
Motion Picture Assn. of America’s 
research department, which re- 
Vealed that 49° of the subjects 
included in U. S. newsreels dur- 
ing 1950 dealt with the foreign 
Scene. This represents a gain of 
6". over the preceding year. 

Most interest, of course, was 
shown in Korea, with the five 
Major reels devoting 311 clips to 
the war, from the Red invasion 
last June until the end of the year. 

*venty-one different countries 
Were represénted in the reels, 
With Great Britain drawing second 

°nors via 287 clips, 





‘told the FCC last week that it has 








TOA’s N. Y. Trimming 


Theatre Owners of America’s in- | 





ing and legal matters necessitates 


ment program is Stanley Prenosil, 
who has been publicity chfef and 
assistant to Gael Sullivan, TOA ex- | 
ecutive director. 

Heavy expense in retaining Mar- 
cus Cohen as television attorney | 
and the Washington engineering 
firm of Jansky & Bailey for TV 
research is a new overhead bite. 
However, TOA toppers believe that , 
technical and legal costs are more | 
essential than publicity outlay at 
this time. 

Prenosil had been with TOA 
since its inception. 


2 Programs On 


Single Channel, 
20th Tells FCC 


Washington, Jan. 23. 
In a progress report on its thea- 
tre TV experimentation, 20th-Fox 








established that it can double the 
usefulness of a radio relay frequen- 
cy by transmitting two programs 
simultaneously on the channel. The 
technique involved, hitherto only a 
theory, is known as cross polariza- 
tion, 

The system may have a material 
bearing on the Commission’s ac- 
tion on the motion picture indus- 
try’s request for allocations of mi- 
crowave frequencies for theatre 
tele, in view of the scarcity of chan- 
nels. The industry has been con- 
tending that radio frequencies are 
superior to common carrier facili- 
ties in relaying theatre video. 

The development, the report in- 
dicated, can be used for commer- 
cial TV broadcasting for relay pur- 
ses. 

Principal value of cross polariza- 
tion for theatre video, it was ex- 
plained, is that it will permit two 
program services to be carried over 
one channel at the same time, thus 
providing greater flexibility of op- 
erations with a minimum number 
of frequencies. Should two fre- 
quencies be allocated for theatre 
TV, as requested by 20th, this 
would mean that in actual opera- 
tion in a given area it would be 
possible to send out four programs 

(Continued on page 55) 


B&K Demonstrates Color 








AUT FOREIGN PIX 
TILL A GAMBLE 


By NOEL MEADOW 


Whatever else may be said of the 
1951 prospects for foreign-lan- 


| guage film distribution in the U. S., 


they are not especially darkened 
by the ominous shadow of TV, a 


fact which will impose a serious 
|handicap on foreign pictures ex- 


hibs when alibiing bad business. 
The foreign pix fan won’t be able 
to get the stuff on TV for several 
good reasons: the foreigns have to 
have superimposed English titles to 
be understood, and these titles 
just don’t come up big enough to 
be read on the tele screen—not 
even on a 19-incher. Then, there’s 
censorship. The foreign distribs 
are having enough trouble getting 


|some of their products by the 
movie censors. 


Such films, even if 
otherwise qualified, could be tele- 
vised only over three dead bodies 
—each being an FCC member. 

So on that score, at least, it 
seems the foreigns will keep their 
audiences, though the sheer dis- 
tractions of video will remain a 
factor. There remain, too, the 
people without hearing, or with 
imperfect hearing, who have always 
formed a sizable fraction of the 
foreign film audiences because to 
them sound films mean nothing 
and the visible titles mean every- 
thing. For them, TV is no more 
useful than radio. 

In 1950, however, foreign film 
exhibs took it on the chin, too, so 
it might be that tele has been only 


one of the causes of the industry’s ry 


depression. 
Foreign-pix importing remains 


Maybe even more so, in the light 
(Continued on page 55) 


N.Y. CARTOONISTS ASK 
25% SALARY BOOST 


New York unit of Screen Car- 
toonists Guild is asking a 25% 
wage boost in its new contract. 
Present pact expires Feb, 24. 
Negotiations were halted with 
death of Sam Buchwald, head of 
Famous Studios, producers of Para- 
mount cartoons, but will be re- 
sumed next week. Buchwald died 
Jan, 9. 

Hollywood chapter of SCG re- 
cently negotiated new agreement 
with Coast producers, calling for 
increases of $2 to $5 a week in 
certain categories. Understood 
eastern producers offered higher 
margin of increase, but offer was 
turned down, 


Mason Pic at Rep. Off 
Hollywood, Jan. 23. 
James Mason’s proposed deal 
with Herbert J. Yates for the re- 
lease of his indie production, “A 
Lady Possessed,” through Repub- 











TV in Chi Theatre 


Chicago, Jan, 23. | 

Balaban & Katz circuit, which | 
also owns tele station WBKB, last | 
week gave further evidence of, 
playing both sides against the mid- | 
dle by installing a color teevee| 
demonstration in its Chicago the- 
atre. Besides local CBS headquar-| 
ters, the B&K vaudfilmer is the 
only place Chi’s citizenry can ogle 


the new color device. | 
Circuit has installed the color} 


screen on its mezzanine, a com- 
paratively out-of-the-way corner in 
the 3,900-seater, “where it has had 
tremendous reception,” veepee 


William Hollander said. “We don’t’ on wages, film salesmen should be | expenses, 


know if we’re pulling them off the, 
sidewalk to see it,” he said, “but) 
there’s an awful lot of traffic in| 
the balcony now.” 


Salesmen Elect Finkel 


Bob Finkel, Eagle Lion Classics , 
salesman, has been elected presi- | 
dent of N. Y. unit of Colosseum of | 
Motion Picture Salesmen. 
succeeds Charles Penzer, 





Manny Meyer, v.p.; Lee Mayer, sec- | 
retary; Howard Levy, treasurer, ; 
and Toni Ricci, sergeant-at-arms. | 


lic and the use of that studio for 
shooting the remaining scenes, has 
been called off for various reasons. 


Part of the picture was filmed | 
last year in England. Now Mason is | 


looking for studio space to shoot 
the final sequences, 
himself and June Havoc. 


TO FILM IM 





PORTS 











Skouras Denies 40% Cut 


Twentieth-Fox prez Spyros 
P. Skouras denied to VARIETY 
yesterday (Tues.) reports that 
all 20th execs would take a 
voluntary cut of 40% in their 
salaries. He admitted that “‘we 
have been talking about it” as 
part of the overall attempt to 
trim expenses, but said reports 
that such cuts are imminent 
are not true. 

Skouras said the company is 
currently going over every de- 
partment in the homeoffice to 
determine where expenses can 
be further trimmed. 

Other home offices appar- 
ently have no intentions ‘of 
following 20th-Fox’s action in 
lopping its publicity staff, ac- 
cording to a checkup. 

Paramount, however, has is- 
sued instructions for its prais- 
ery to effect a 20% cut in ex- 
penses. 











Rentals and TV 


Key Topics At 
Allied D.C. Meet 





Strong action on film rentals and 
competition is slated to be 
|taken by Allied States Assn. when 


organization meet in Washington, 
Feb. 15-16. 


oe 
While considerable attention is 


New York session of Council of Mo- 
tion Picture Organizations, it is un- 
derstood more stress than usual 
will be laid on rentals and televi- 


sion because of avalanche of 
squawks, 
Small independent’ exhibitors 


have been registering complaints 
that they have been losing money 
consistently for last six months. 
Blame has been placed on rentals 
and terms which they claim are out 
of line with current economic con- 
ditions, as well as on films released 
for TV. 


Metro Tuners Hit Peak 
With 15 Films Scoring 


Hollywood, Jan. 23. 
Johnny Green’s musical depart- 





time in recent years, with 15 films 
in various stages or scoring. 
Under treatment are “The Great 
Caruso,” “Love is Better Than 
Ever,” “Inside Straight,” “Strictly 
Dishonorable,” ‘‘Kxcuse My Dust,” 
“The Strip,” “Soldiers Three,” 
“Show Boat,” “Quo Vadis,” “Mr. 





Imperium,” “The Red Badge of 
Courage,” “Go For Broke,” “Call- 
ing Bulldog Drummond,” ‘“‘Father’s 


co-starring Little Dividend” and “Rich, Young | 
; and Pretty.” 





Film Rentals’ Control Exemption Key 
To Salesmen's Fight Vs. Salary Freez 


If the Government slaps a freeze | average plus maximum of $9 daily 


exempt. 


has told the Office of Economic 
Stabilization in Washington. 
David Beznor, Milwaukee attor- 


ney and counsel for the salesmen’s | 


organization, argued for exemption 


of film salesmen in a letter to for-| 


mer stabilization director Alan 
Valentine. 


placing Valentine. 
Beznor claimed that 


Matter now will come | 

Finkel before Eric Johnston, on leave’ specifically exempts prices on mo- 
of RKO.| from presidency of Motion Pic-| tion picture rentals. Conclusion 
Other officers reelected were ‘ture Assn. of America, who is re-| would be, he said, that Congress 


current | 
salesmen’s Salaries, $87. weekly, 


were insufficient and 


That’s what the Colos- | that a freeze would place them 
seum of Motion Picture Salesmen | 


“on a subnormal existence.” In- 
crease in salary and expenses, 
Beznor argued, would not have the 
effect of increasing the cost of pro- 
duction to the public, 

Beznor pointed out, however, 
that there was a legal question as 
to whether film salesmen were sub- 
ject to a freeze. Stabilization Act 


meant to exclude control of wages 


20th-Fox’s SPG Members Map 
Strike Vote After Firing Shakeups 


+ Strike vote by members of 20th- 


Fox’s New York ad-publicity dept. 
may become effective momentarily, 
| following discharge of 10 employes, 
|demotion of four others and trans- 
|fer of one to another department. 
| Twentieth-Fox members of Screen 
Publicists Guild and Screen Office 
and Professional Employees Guild 
met Monday night (22) and voted 
48 to 3 to walk out if, and when, 
their strategy committee gives the 
signal. 

Action stemmed from sudden re- 
trenchment notice at 5 p. m. Fri- 
day (19). Company said move was 


| made for economy reasons. Axe fell 


without warning as employees pre- 
pared to go home. Emergency 
meeting of 20th-Fox SPG unit was 
called for 6:30 that evening, and 
committee was‘appointed to meet 
with management on Monday to 
make reinstatement and other de- 
mands. Management nixed com- 
mittee’s proposals, resulting in the 
strike vote Monday night. 

Actual walkout is being delayed 
pending further efforts to get the 
employees rehired plus revisions of 
current centract between SPG and 
20th. Strategy committee has been 
empowered to call strike “at its 
pleasure.” 

Among those affected by the no- 
tice were James O’Neil, national 





expected to be devoted to recent | 


mag contact; Jeanette Sawyer, fan 
mags; Harry Hochfeld, in charge 
| of Roxy ads; George Wright and 
| Paul Crifo, art dept. Four appren- 
| tice publicists were shifted to their 
|former status as messengers. Bob 
| Wronker, feature writer, was trans- 
| ferred to press books. Several sec- 


|just as much a gamble as ever. |directors of national indie exhib |retaries also were let out. 


| In its meeting with Jack Lang, 
| labor contact for company, strategy 


(Continued on page 16) 





‘Sullivan in Huddle 
With NPA on Mfr. Of 
Theatre TV Equipt. 


Gael Sullivan, executive direc- 
tor of Theatre Owners of America, 
left yesterday (Tues.) for Wash- 
ington to huddle with National Pro- 
duction Authority. 

Sullivan will seek assurance that 
manufacturing of theatre TV equip- 
ment will continue on a permanent 
basis despite a national emergency. 
TOA leader believes theatre TV 
can be a vital contribution to civil- 
ian communication in case of war, 

Following Washington meeting, 
Sullivan will attend tri-state exhib 
meeting in Memphis and will re- 





ment at Metro is busier than at any | 





} 
i 
} 


| 





in any industry exempt from price 
control, » 


turn to New York Feb. 1. 


15 Scribes Labor As 
Rep. Hits Writing Peak 


Hollywood, Jan. 23. 
Writing mill at Republic achieved 
a new high in activity with a total 
of 15 scribes laboring on yarns for 
1951 production under general su- 
pervision of Jack E. Baker, veepee 

in charge of studio operations. 
Scripters and their stints are: 
Richard Llewellyn, “The Quiet 
Man”; Richard Tregaskis, “Wings 
Across the Pacific’; Dobert Lees 
and Frederic Rinaldo, “Oklahoma 
Annie”; Richard Wormser, “Fort 
Dodge Stampede”; Eric Taylor, 





‘Pals of the Golden West”; M. 


Coates Webster, “Wells Fargo Gun- 
master”; Charles Roberts and Jack 
Townley, “Havana Rose”; William 
Lively, “Rangers of the Golden 
Sage”; Arthur Orloff, “Winds of 
Monterey”; John K. Butler, “The 
Texan and the Senorita,” and Brad- 
bury Foote and Lawrence Kimble 
working on untitled tales. 


Freed Back to Coast 


Metro producer Arthur Freed 
returned to Culver City last week- 
end after a brief N. Y. visit cut 
short by his heavy production 
schedule, 

On the agenda for him immedi- 
ately is the windup of preparations 
for lensing three musicals, “Belle 
of New York,” “Singin’ in the 
Rain” and “Huckleberry Finn.” 
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‘AFFAIR’ VERY BIG ON 
TORONTO PREEM, 126 


. Toronto, Jan. 23. 


Biz is on the upbeat here, with 
“At War with Army,” wow, and 
| pacing the city while “September 
Affair,’ on its North American 
'preem at two houses also is very 
big. Other mainstem houses are 
holdover, with “Mudlark” in for 
a strong second week. 


Holdovers Help L.A.; Kim’ Fast 346, 
Branded Fair $22,000, ‘Cheated’ NG | 
21G: Born’ Soars to Fancy 286, 3d 


7% 


Los Angeles, Jan. 23. + 








——— 


Hub Fair; Kim’ Trim 336, ‘Harvey’ 


Hotsy $21,000, 


Key City Grosses 








Cheated’ Mild 176 


Boston, Jan. 23, 
Biz is holding to a fair level here 
this stanza with several majors 
holding over. New product with 


ee 





Despite a load of holdovers, 
first-run pace here is good in cur- 
rent frame mainly because three 
of extended-run pix are ahead of} 
previous week. Of three new bills, | 
only “Kim” 





take, 


hints strong 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross | 
This Week.. . . $453,500 | 











shaping fast $34,000 in two loca-| (Based on 17 theatres.) 

tions. ee is — $22, test Weer ..... $560,000 | 
00 in two aramoun ouse: : 

Oonle “Man Who Cheated Him- (Based on 18 theatres.) 

self’ and “Short Grass” looks 

slender $27,000 in five theatres. ‘ + 
“Born Yesterday,” now in fifth H W | 

frame, jumped up over $2,000 arvey OWS 

ahead of third week to land $28,-| | 


000 in fourth for two spots. Sec-| 
ond round of “Operation Pacific,” 
in three sites, is average $25,000. | 
However, “Steel Helmet” contin-| 
ues nice at $20,000 in five situ-| 


ations on initial holdover week. | 
Both “Cyrano” and “Magnificent 
Yankee” continue to build. Dick 
Contino onstage at Orpheum 1s 


helping “Winslow Boy” to moder- 
ate $15,000. 
Estimates for This Week 

Los Angeles, Chinese, Uptown, 
Loyola, Wilshire ‘FWC) (2,097; 2,- 
048: 1.719; 1,248; 2.296; 70-$1.10)— 
“Man Cheated Himself” (20th) and 
“Short Grass” (Mono). Slender 
°7,000. Last week, ‘Halls Monte- 
zgu™a” (20th) (2d wk), $22,600. 

Hollywood, Downtown, Wiltern 
(WB) (2,756; 1,757: 2,344; 70-$1.10) 
—‘“Operation Fvxcific’ (WB) (2d 
wk). Average $25,000. Last week, 
seid $44,200. 

‘,oew’s State, Egyptian (UA) (2,- 
404: 1.538; 70-$1.10)—‘‘Kim” (M-G) 
and “Colorado Ambush” (Mono) 
(Loew’s only). Fast $34,000. Last 
week, “Grounds for Marriage” 
(M-G) and “North Great Divide” 
(Rep), $14,400. 

Hillstreet, Pantages (RKO) (2,- 
890; 2.812; 60-$1)—‘‘Born Yester- | 
day” (Col) (5th wk) and “Revenue 
Agent” (Col) (3d wk). Opened fifth 
week on Monday (22). Last week, 
so'id $28,000. 

Los Angeles, Hollywood Para- 
rounts (F&M) (3,398; 1,451; 60- 
$1) — “Branded” (Par). -Fairish 
$22,000. Last week, “Mr. Music” 
(Par) and “Pride Maryland” (Rep) ; 


(Continued on page 18) 
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“Mo. Raid’ Solid $13,000 
Sets K.C. Pace; ‘Halls’ 
Fine 17G, ‘Grounds’ 12G 


Kansas City, Jan. 23. 

Grosses are looking up some- 
what this week. Fox Midwest 
initiated a long-comtemplated ad- 
mission price boost, upping first- 
runs 10c to new 75c top at 
night and nickel tilt on matinees. 
“Halls of Montezuma” at Orpheum, 
Uptown and Fairway looks hefty. 
Tower likewise is handsome with 
Roy Acuff unit onstage and “Short 


Grass.” - Paramount had midwest 
preem on “Great Missouri Raid” 
with solid session looming. Weather 
turned cold over weekend. 


Estimates for This Week 


' sock. 


Prov., Lush 14446. 


Providence, Jan. 23. 

Providence apparently has found 
the answer for television—good 
product. All stands are doing old- 
time strong biz with some of the 
best pic fare in some time here. 
Even on the usual big TV night | 
Saturday found long lines waiting 
for show breaks. Strand’s “At 
War With Army,” and Albee’s} 
“Harvey,” shape standout, both 
“Kim” is sturdy at the State. 
“Operation Pacific’ likewise is 
great at Majestic. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65)— | 
“Harvey” (U) and “3 Desperate | 
Men” (Lip). Wow $14,500 or over. | 
Last week, “Mystery Submarine” 
(U) and “Short Grass” (Mono), 
$9,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“Operation Pacific’ (WB). Heavy 
on exploitation with invites to 
Quonset naval personnel. Very 
nice $16,000. Last week, “Frenchie” 
(U) and “Pride of Maryland” (U), 
good $12,000. 





Second week be- 
First round was 


Passage” (Par). 
gan Sunday (21). 
neat $12,000. 
State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65)—| 
“Kim” (M-G). Sturdy $18,000. | 
Last week, “Grounds for Marriage” | 
(M-G) and “Mrs. O’Malley and Mr. | 
Malone” (M-G), very good $16,000. | 
Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-' 
65)—“At War With Army” (Par), | 
Second week began Sunday (21). 


First frame was smash $15,000, | 20-80)—“Mr. Universe” (EL) plus | 85)—"Born Yesterday 


| 955: 470: 698: 694; 35-57—“Woman 


$20,000. Last week, “American 
Guerrilla” (20th) (2d wk), fair 
$8,500. 

Loew's (Loew) (2,096; 48-67) — 
'“King Solomon’s Mines” (M-G) 
(4th wk). Tapering to $6,500. Last 
week big $8,000. 


Estimates for This Week 


Downton, Glendale, Mayfair, 
Scarboro, State (Taylor) (1,059; 


on Run” (U) and “Big Timber” 
(Mono), Nice $14,500. Last week, 
“Rocky Mountain” (WB) and “Fa- 
ther’s Wild Game” (Mono), $15,000. | 

Englinton, Victoria (FP) (1,180; | 
1,140; 38-77) — “Bonnie Prince 
Charlie” (EL) (3d wk). Okay $8,- 
000 after $10,000. 

Imperial (FP) (3,373; 38-77) — 
“At War with Army” (Par). Smash 





' 
} 
} 





Nortown, University (FP) (959; 


' 1,556; 38-77)—'September Affair” | 


(Par). Very big $12,000. Last} 
week, “State Secret” (Col) (2d wk), 
$8,000. 

Odeon (Rank) (2,390; 50-90) — 
“Mudlark” (20th) (2d wk). Big} 
$13,000. Last week, $17,500. 

Shea’s (FP) (2,386; 38-77)—“Edge | 
of Doom” (RKO). Lusty $13,500. 
Last week, “Never Dull Moment” 
(RKO), $13,000. 

Uptown (Loew) (2,743; 38-67) — 


| “Harvey” (U) (5th wk). Okay $5,- 


000. Last week, big $7,500. 





Born Bright 
$15,000, Balto 


Baltimore, Jan. 23. | 
The big news here this week is | 


, “Born Yesterday,” at the Town, with |—‘“Kim” (M-G). 
_Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 44-' 4 sock session in the making. Rest |Last week, “Watch Birdie” (M-G) 

65)—"Mr. Music” (Par) and “Sierra | of the downtown list is unexciting. | (2d wk). $7,000 in 5 days. 

“Harvey” wound up three weeks at | 


Keith’s of 
$26,000. 
Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20- 
70)—‘‘Frenchie” (U). Drawing some 
response at $7,000. Last week, 
“Grounds For Marriage’ (M-G), 
$8,300. 


Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 


with smash total 


with house playing to 1,900 kids at | Vaude headed by Maxie Rosen- 


| Saturday matinee. 


' 
} 


‘Kim’ Mighty $20,000 In 
Denver; ‘Halls’ Big 236 


Denver, Jan. 23. 





After piling up the top gross for 


a single house, “Kim” is continuing 
on into second week at Orpheum. 
Initial round was smash. “Halls 
of Montezuma” looks big in two 


‘houses while “King Solomon’s!—‘“Man Who Cheated Himself” | 


Mines” is shaping near previous 
week’s total with a fine fifth round 
at Broadway. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 40-80) — 





| bloom. Modest $11,000. Last week, 
\“Prehistoric Woman” (EL) and 
vaude, $10,200. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460; 20- 
70)\—“‘Harvey” (U) (3d wk). Final 
‘session hitting near okay $6,000, 
making total of $26,000 on three 
| weeks. 
| Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 20-70)— 
|“California Passage” (Rep). 
‘much at $4,000. Last week, “Short 
_ Grass” (Mono), $3,800. 


| New (Mechanic) (1,800; 30-70) 


(20th). Mild $7,000. Last week, 
“American Guerrilla’ (2d wk), 
, $5,70 


| Stanley (WB) (3,280; 25-75)— 
“Operation Pacific’ (WB) (2d wk). 


Kimo (Dickinson) (550; 50-75) — | “Flying Missile” (Col) and “Blon- | Holding fairly well at $9,000 after 


“Kind Hearts” (EL) 
Fine $2,000. Last week, $2,200. 


Midland (Loew’s) (3,500; 45-65) 
—‘Grounds for Marriage’ (M-G) 
and “Chain Gang” (Col). Mild 
$12,000. Last week, “Watch Birdie” 
(M-G) “Admiral Was Lady” (UA), 
slow $9,000. 


Missouri (RKO) (2.650; 45-65)— 
and 
“Double Deal” (RKO). Slim $6,000. 
“Killer That Stalked 
N. Y.” (Col) and “Pygmy Island” 


“Prehistoric Women” (EL) 
Last week, 


(Col), $7,000. 


| “Last Buccaneers” (Col) and “Mid- 
night and Dawn” (Col), $2,500. 
Broadway (Wolfberg) (1,500; 40- 

0) — “King Solomon’s Mines” 


(Continued on page 18) 


(4th wk). die” (Col). Poor $2,000. Last week, | pleasing $16,800 preem. 


| Town (Rappaport) (1,500; 20-65) 
—‘Born Yesterday” (Col). Mopping 
, up with best figure here in moons, 
,socko $15,000. Last week, “Great 
; Manhunt” (Col), $4,600. 





‘With Army’ Terrif 





$76,000 in Det.; 


Halls 33, ‘Prehistoric OK 106 


'*Kim” shapes smash at the War- | 


Not | 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week $2,393,500 
(Based on 24 cities, 200 the- 
atres, chief'y first runs, includ- 


exception of “Kim” at State and 
Orpheum is not too strong. New. 


comers, ‘““Man Who Cheated Him. 
self” at Paramount and Fenway 


ing N. Y.) and “High Lonesome” at Boston 
Total Gross Same Week are only fair “Kim” leads town 
Last Year .......$2,842,000 | with solid figure. Second round of 


(Based on 24 cities, and 210 
theatres.) 


fine 











week, 


(RKO) (3,500; 40-85) 
(U) (2d wk). Fine 
started Saturday (20), 
| First week was sock $21,000. 
Metropolitan (NET) (4,367: 40- 
85)—"‘Operation Pacific’ (WB) and 


“Harvey” at Memorial still 
after sock opener. 
os Estimates for This Week 
- aiaabinmanaaal 
swe) 9 |“Mudlark” (20th) (2d wk).. Neat 
t | $11,500 after $15,000 for first. 
im « | _ Beacon Hill (Beacon Hill) (780; 
| 40-90)—“Bitter Rice” (Indie) (5th 
F e wk). Neat $6,200. Last 
In Stout Frisco Boston (RKO) (3,200; 40-85) — 
| ‘High Lonesome” (EL) and “Mur- 
San Francisco, Jan. 23. |der at Burlesque” (Mono). Only 
; . Cover War” (Indie) spli ij 
Street deluxers this session, with | “Mystery Submarine” tu), a 
trade hypoed by week-long rains. | $7,000. 
field, doing almost as well as and "Plineiane oe oot ai oon 
ps eae ae , S Progress” (Indie), 
Solomon’s Mines” did in Frisco. Fair $5,500. Last week, “Killer 
sion at small-seater Stagedoor on “Three Desperate Men” (Lip) 
upped-scale run. “Born Yester-| same. : 
day” is holding remarkably big in| emorial 
War With Army” is still big in| noldover 
second week at Paramount. 
Estimates for This Week 


Astor (B&Q) (1,200; 50-95) — 
$6,600. 
Strong product dots Market $9,000 in 6 days. Last week, “I 
Fenway (NET) (1,373; 40-85) — 
“Cyrano” is capacity on first ses-|That Stalked N.Y.” (Col) and 
second Orpheum round while “At! __ “Harvey” 
Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 60-) 


85)—“Short Grass” (Mono) and, “Pride of Maryland” (Rep) (2 
‘Mystery At Burlesque” (Rep).| wk). Holding near $17,000. con 
Slim $11,000 or less. Last week, week, tasty $23,000. 

“Hunt Man Down” (RKO) plus} 


| Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 40-85) 
Freddy Martin orch, Jackie Green | _«Kim” (M-G). Neat $22.000. Last 
onstage, disappointing $15,000. | week “Watch Birdie” (M-G) a d 
Fox (FWC) (4,651; 65-90) —| “Revenue Agent” (Col) "$19 000. 
“Halls of Montezuma” (20th) (2d) P . ‘a. 
wk). Strong $12,500 in 5 days. | aramount (NET) (1,700; 40-85) 
pee age BR $26 500 ,-— “Man Who Cheated Himself” 
’ UU. (20th) and “Miss Pilgrim’s Prog- 
Warfield (Loew’s) (2,656; 60-85) | ress” (Indie). Average $11,500. Last 
Smash $29,000. | week, “Killer That Stalked N. Y.” 
(Col) and “Three Desperate Men” 
— (Lip), $12,000. 
Paramount (Par) (2,646; -85 State ( y 
\—“At War With Army” (Par) and a 


ag btat (3,500; 40-85) 
Kim” (M-G). Nifty $11,000. Last 


“3 Desperate Men” (Lip) (2d wk). | week, “Watch Birdie” (M-G) 
|Big 515000. Last week, s0ck | “Revenue Agent” (Col), $10,000." 





| §t. Francis (Par) (1,400; 60-85)— 
i“Inheritance” (Indie). Nice $12,- 
‘000. Last week, ““Mr. Music” (Par) 
\(4th wk), $6,000, 

| Orpheum (No. Coast) (2.478; 55- 
(Col) (2d 
'wk). Holding at $20,000. Last 
week, smash $22,500. 

| United Artists (No. Coast) (1,207; 
| 55-85)—"‘Harvey” (U) So 
great $7,500 in fourth week down- | ,, ° 
f onan vest week, strong $8,500. week with King Cole Trio onstage 
| Stagedoor (A-R) (370; $1.20-| Plus “Once a Thief,” with big ses- 
($2.40)—“Cyrano” (UA). Capacity S!on on tap. “Operation Pacific” 
$8,500. Last week, ‘Last Holiday” |is smash at Orpheum while “At 
| (Indie) (2d wk), oke $3,900. | War With Army” at Paramount 


‘With Army’ Socko 156, 
Seattle; ‘Pacific’ Wow 
$14,000, ‘Birdie’ Oke 96 


Seattle, Jan. 23. 
Palomar is stepping out this 





Clay (Rosener) (400; 65-85) — also is great. “Watch Birdie” at 
“Royal Affair” (Indie). Good | Liberty looms okay. 
'$2,700. Last week, “Bitter Rice” | Estimates for This Week 


(Indie) (4th wk), fine $3,100. | Coliseum (Evergreen) (1.877: 65- 
Larkin (Rosener) (400; 65-85) — 90) — “Emergency Wedding” and 





| “Bitter Rice” (5th wk). Big $4,000. “Midnight and Dawn” (Col) (2d 
|Last week, $3,300. wk). Okay $4,500 in 4 days. Last 
| week, $10,600. 
| Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2,349; 
‘ ? 

BRANDED BEST BET | sauee” pong (Col). A dud at 
] ’ , wast week, ‘‘Three Hus- 
IN L’VILLE, $10,000 banas* GA) “ana” “Hunt Man 

| Down” (RKO), $7,700. 

Film business is fair at all down- —“Watch Birdie” (M-G) and 
town stands this week, outstanding | “North Great Divide” (Rep). Okay 
being the Rialto, where “Branded” $9,000. Last week, “Harvey” (U) 
and “Pride of Maryland” are do- | (3d wk), solid $10,300. 

7 i ; ;. |90)—“Henry V” (UA), (2d. wk). 
plage, to Tucson’ at State is fait. Held to $4000. After swell $620 
turned to colder temperatures. ast week. . 

over weekend. Customers still are PM snags Hall (Hamrick) (2,200; 65- 


| 65-90)—"Flying Missile” (Col) and 

Louisville, Jan. 23. | Liberty (Hamrick) (1,680: 65-90) 

ing okay. “Great Manhunt” and | Music Box (Hamrick) (800; 65- 
| more selective. | — “King Solomon’s Mines” 





Orpheum-Uptown-Fairway (Fox co wy (M-G) and “Ha Years” (M-G) 
Midwest) (1,900; 2.043; 700; 50-79) “ gg for ye bea q_.. (9th who. Held up to $7,600 but 
—‘‘Halls of Montezuma” (20th). , , . cael a, ary, Anderson eople's) (1,- won't sta se of 
Fat $17,000, and possible holdover.| «a4 w : Rg oan Jan. 23. Palms (UD) (2.906; 70-95)—"At 200; 45-65) — “Storm Warning” product jem.” gl gy 
Orpheum ‘replaces Tower tem- At ar Wit Army” is roaring , War With Army” (Par) and “Sec- (WB). Strong pic and critics liked , $9,000. / 
porarily in first-run trio and |t? @ a — at the Palms, ond Face (Indie). Terrific $26,000. ,it but only fair $6,500 looms. Last Orpheum (H ick) (2.600; 65- 
Seles ace biked from ete best, at that house in many weeks. | Last week, “Great Manhunt” (Col) | week, “Emergency Wedding” (Col), | 90) nam “Or AMPICK) 12.0 WB) 
75c. Last week, “The Milkman” | t a = ———_ { + good — PM ceed Wedding” (Col), _ $6,000. | Nice bally’ helpin this t mash 
(U) in Tower, Uptown and Fair- | 4 = gal the  Michia: oe $ Madi; (UD) ( | Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000; | $14,000. Last ae 4 “Where Dan- 
way, average $13,000, with 65c top. | “Prehistoric Women” i about anae- | “prehistoric lls gad BI) ead 45-65) — “Branded” | (Par) _ and ger Lies” (RKO) ‘and “Atlantic 

Paramount (Tri-States) (1,900; | age at the Madison. “Kim” is sink- | |“Pride of Maryland” (Rep). Satis- 


45-65) — “Great Missouri Raid” | ing in second Ini ‘ 
With p.a. of Ellen Drew, | tists, — -_— Ae ge 
eae ' Stranger” at Adams. 

ay. | 
Headed for solid $13,000 and extra | 


(Par). 
Ward Bond, Edgar 
others, onstage opening 
time. 
(2d wk), $5,000 in 4 days. 

“ower (Fox Midwest) (2,100; 50 
75 —“Short Grass” (Mono) 


unit onstage. 
first vaude in here 


Last week, “Dallas” (WB) |—“Halls of Montezuma” 


in months. 


Estimates for This Week 


- detta” (RKO) and 


combo with Uptown and Fairway. ' (Mono) (2d wk), $14,000. 


(20th). | 


“Walk Softly, (RKO), $6,000. 


United Artists (UA) (1,900; 70-95) 
_—“Kim” (M-G) (2d wk). 


(Indie). 


erner” (Indie) (reissues), $5,000. 


“Timber Fury” (Mono). Okay $10,- - “ 
000. Last week, “Mad Wednesday” factory $10,000. Last week, "Heay- 


Down to | 
Fox (Fox-Detroit) (5,000; 70-95) $9,000. Last week, sturdy $15,000. | 
Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 70-95)— | “Great Manhunt” (Col) and “Stage | 
| Good $33,000. Last week, “Ven- | “Walk Softly, Stranger” (RKO) (2d, t0 Tucson” (Col). 
“Hunt an' wk). Down to $6,000. Last week, | 

with | Down” (RKO), $20,000. 9,000 $ eidiiges 
Roy Acuff and Grand Ole Opry| Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; | 


Downtown (Balaban) (2,900; 70- 
New price level for | 70-95)—“Grounds _ for ir 810, 


Marriage” | 95)—‘‘Dedee” 


City Honeymoon” ¢Rep), nice $9,- 
000. 


en’s Sake” (20th) and “Father’s| 


Wild Game” (Mono), $11,500 and Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 50-84) 


—‘“Once a_ Thief” (UA) (2d run) 
and King Cole Trio topping stage- 
show. Big $10,000. Last week, 
) a “Walk Softly” (RKO) (2d run) and 
fh. . ~ wea Epon vaude, $4,600. 
Last week, “Harvey” (U) and! param (3,039; 
Chain Gang” (U), sturdy $12,000. | onthe en (Par) 
Strand (FA) (1,200; 45-65)—“Out-' and “Call of Klondike” (Mono). 


State (Loew’s) (3,000; 45-65)— 


Fair $10,- | rage” (RKO) “Ri ~ | eek, 
(M-G). Weak $15,000. Last week, | 000. Last week, “Fighting Cara-|trol” (RKO). Mild $4000. Lact Siena. Wort fad “Father 


Fancy $14,000: Last week, was in , “Branded” (Par) and “Hidden City” | vans” (Indie) and “Fighting West- week, 


> . Mild $4,000. Last; “Branded” (Par) ‘and “Father's 
Admiral Was Lady” (UA) Wild Game” (Mono) (2d wk), nifty 
and “Bandit Queen” (Lip), $4,500. , $8,000. 
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Wednesday, January 24, 1951 


VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 








Chi on Upbeat; Born’ Wow $36,000, 
‘Cyrano Sock 146, ‘Submarine’ 116, 


‘Cheated’ 156; ‘Kim’ Great 186, 2d 


Chicago, Jan. 23. + 





Loop is enjoying an all-around | 
big | 


topnotch session with some 
new entries and sturdy holdovers. 
Pacing the field is “Born Yester- | 
day” at the Woods with great $36,- | 
) “Man Who Cheated Himself” | 


OU 

pre “Rogue River” dual combo | 
should carve out fancy $15,000 at | 
United Artists. 


Palace’s entry of “Mystery Sub- | 
marine” and “Experiment Alca- 
traz” looks okay $11,000 or over. | 
Roadshow rin of “Cyrano” at the | 
Selwyn should pull in socko $14,- | 
000 with usual hiked prices. “Halls | 
of Montezuma” bowed in yester- 
day (Mon.) at the State-Lake to a. 
packed house. ; a, 

Topping the holdovers is “Kim” | 
with an excellent $18,000 at Grand. 


Second week of “Dallas” and 
Three Suns onstage at Oriental 
looks good $32,000. Also on initial 
holdover round, the Chicago, with 
“Branded” and Patti Page in per- 
son, looks okay $30,000. 





Estimates for This Week 
Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 55-98) — 
“Branded” (Par) plus Patti Page 
topping stageshow (2d wk). Fair 


$30,000. Last week, $48,000. 
Grand (RKO) (1,200; 55-98) — 
“Kim" (M-G) (2d wk). 


Great $18,-| 
000. Last week, $24,500. | 
Oriental (Indie) (3,400; 55-98)— 
“Dallas’ (WB) with Three Suns 
heading vaude (2d wk). Good 
$32,000. Last week, $46,000. | 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 55-98) —)| 


“Mystery Submarine” (U) and, 
“Experiment Alcatraz” (RKO). Oke | 
$11,000 or over. Last week, 


“Undercover Girl’ (U) and “Coun- 
ty Fair’? (Mono), $11,009. 
Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 55-98) 
—‘Highway 301” (WB) and “Two|! 
Lost Worlds” (EL) (2d wk). Okay | 
$10,000. Last week, $12,000. 
Selwyn (Shubert) (1,000; $1.25- 
$2.40\—"‘Cyrano” (UA). Should hit | 
socko $14,000. Last week, not show- | 
ing pix. 
State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 55-98) | 
“Halls of Montezuma” (20th). | 
Opened well yesterday (Mon.). | 
Last week, “Flying Missile’ (Col) 
and “Counterspy Scotland Yard” | 
(Col) (2d wk), $12,000. 
United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 55- | 
98\—"Man Who Cheated Himself” | 
(20th) and “Rogue River’ (EL). | 
Neat $15,000. Last Week, “Grounds | 
(Continued on page 18) 


‘Born’ Rousing $14,000, 
Mpls.; ‘Kim’ Rugged 96, 
‘Halls’ Hefty at $9,000 


Minneapolis, Jan. 23. | 
Strongest film lineup in recent 
weeks here makes for tough op-| 
position all down the line, but this | 
competition is the life of trade. De- | 
Spite 10 below zero temperatures, | 
boxoffices are humming. Outstand- | 
ing shekel coaxers include “Born | 
Yesterday,” “Kim” and “Halls of 
Montezuma,” all doing a good job 
of demonstrating that there's noth- 
ing wrong with the boxoffice that 
strong pictures can’t cure. _Sec- | 
ond week for “Harvey” at Radio 
City still is strong. 
Estimates for This Week 








Century (Par) (1,600; 50-70)— 
“Three Husbands” (UA). _ Light 
$4,000. Last week, “Mr. Music” 


(Par) (3d wk), $5,000. 

Gopher (Berger) (1,000; 50-70)— 
“Halls of Montezuma” (20th). Sock 
$9,000. Last week, “Fuller Brush 
Girl” (Col) (2d wk), $4,000. 

Lyrie (Par) (1,000; 50-70)—“Kim” 
(M-G). New long-run policy here 
off to a fine start. Big $9,000. Last 
week, “Undercover Girl” (U) and 
“Great Jewel Robbery” (WB), 


| with 


Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, i.e., 
without the 20% tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 
include the U. S. amusement 
tax. 








With Army’ Wham | 


$39,000 in Philly 


Philadelphia, Jan. 23 
Biz is generally on upbeat here 
this round with a batch of new pix 
pushing up grosses. “At War With 


Army” is running away from field | 
Stanley. | 
“Cyrano” made fast break at get-| 


terrific total at 
away in Aldine running on road- 
show basis. “Frenchie” looms okay 

Goldman while “Operation 
Pacific,” launched with big bally, 
looked fairly good at Mastbaum. 
“Vendetta” is headed for solid ses- 
sion at Earle. “Harvey” continues 
nice at the Midtown in second 
frame. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; $1.30-$2.60) 
“Cyrano” (UA). Fine $16,000 or 
near. Last week, “Great Man- 
hunt” (Col) (2d wk), $10,000. 

Boyd (WB) (2,360; 50-99)—‘‘Kim” 
(M-G) (5th wk). Okay $9,000. Last 
week, $12,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,700; 50-99)— 
“Vendetta” (RKO). Solid $19,000 
or near. Last week, “Tougher They 
Come” (Col) 
orch onstage, hefty $28,500, way 
over hopes. 

Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-99)—“Halls 
of Montezuma” (20th) (2d wk). 
Down to $18,000 after huge $30,- 
000 opener. 

Goldman (Goldman) (1,200; 50- 
99)—*“Frenchie” (U). Okay $13,000. 
Last week, “Mr. Music” (Par) (4th 
wk), $12,000. 

Mastbaum (WB) (4,360; 50-99)— 
“Operation Pacific’ (WB). Fair 
$24,000. Last week, “Grounds for 
Marriage” (M-G) (2d wk), $10,000. 

Midtown (Goldman) (1,000; 50-99) 
“Harvey” (U) (2d wk). Nice $12,000 
after socko $19,000 first week. 

Randolph (Goldman) (2,500; 50- 
99)—‘‘Never Dull Moment” (RKO). 


Oke $14,500. Last week, “Pagan 
Love Song” (M-G) (4th wk), 
$12,000. 


Stanley (WB) (2,950; 50-99)—“At 


War With Army” (Par). Mighty | 


$35,000. Last week, “Branded” 
(Par) (3d wk), $9,500. 

Stanton (WB) (1,473; 50-99) — 
“Stage to Tucson” (Col). Brisk 
$12,000. Last week, “Dial 1119” 
(M-G) and “Mrs. O’Malley and 
Mr. Malone” (M-G), $11,000. 
| Trans-Lux (T-L) (500; 50-99) — 
“Macbeth” (Rep) (2d wk). 
$5;500 after hefty $7,500 kickoff. 

World (G & S) (500; 50-99) — 
“Bitter Rice” (Indie) (9th wk). 
Good $5,000. Last week, $5,600. 


‘With Love’ Lively 186 





Montreal, Jan. 23. 





is “Two Weeks With Love” which 
is smash .at the Capitol “All 
About Eve” still is terrific 


neat $4,500. | fegona session at Loew’s, being 


Radio City (Par) (4,000; 50-70)— 
“Harvey” (U) (2d wk). Lots of 
Praise for this one. 
$9.000 after boff $16,000 original 


Stanza. 
RKO-Orpheum (RKO) = (2,800; 
Yesterday” 


50-70)—“Born 
Bie $14,000. Last week, “Never a 
Dull Moment” (U), okay $7,500. 
” RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 50-70)— 
.vLlystery Submarine” (U) and 
Deported” (U), Fair $5,000. Last 
Week. “Korea Patrol” (EL) and 
fousher They Come” (Col), 
900 
State (Par) (2,300; 50-70)—‘The 
Milkman"” (U). Moderate $6,000. 
Last week, “Branded” (Par) (2d 


WK’. good $6,000 in 5 days. 

...Vorld (Mann) (400; 50-85)— 
Next Voice” (M-G). Lauded by 
crix but only modest $2,500. Last 


— “Kind Hearts” (EL) (3d wk), 
ne $2,600. 


Still strong at | 


(Col). | 


being close to sock opening week. | 


Estimates for This Week 
Palace (C.':'.) (2,625; 34-60) — 
“Jackpot” (20th). Fair $12,000. 
Last week, “Miniver Story” (M-G), 
' $14,000. 


‘Smash $18,000. Last week, “To 
'Please Lady” (M-G) (2d wk), down 
to $11,000. 


| Princess (C.T.) (2,131; 34-60) —. 
Thin , 


“Fuller Brush Girl’ (Col). 
$8,000. Last week, “Two Flags 
West” (20th) (2d wk), $7,000. 


Loew’s (C.T.) (2,855; 40-65) —) 


(20th) (2d_ wk). 


|“ E ” 
All About Eve $27,000. 


| Sock $21,000. Last week, 
| s 
“Stars in Crown” (M-G) and 
“Night Beat” (M-G). — Sturdy 
$9,000. Last week, “Three Secrets 


(WB) and “Lonely Heart Bandits” 
\(WB), $11,200. 


‘RAID’ GREAT $18,000, 
ST. L00; ‘HALLS’ DITTO 


St. Louis, Jan. 23. 
Biz at first-runs was slowed up 
over the weekend as the mercury 
dropped from above 60 degrees to 
nearly zero on Sunday (21). Result 
| is that trade is spotty.. Despite 
' this, both “Great Missouri Raid,” 


| which wqund up its first week 
today (Tues.), and “Halls of Monte- 
;}zuma” are doing great. “Mr. 
re looks nice at the Ambassa- 
| dor. 

Estimates for This Week 


| Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 60-75) 
—‘‘Mr. Music” (Par) and “Gasoline 





| Alley” (Col). Nice $12,000. Last 
| week, “Dallas” (WB) and “For 
| Heaven’s Sake” (20th), $10,500. 

| Fox (F&M) (5,000; 60-75) —| 


|“Storm Warning” (WB) and “Walk 
| Softly, Stranger” (RKO) opened 
| yesterday (Tues.). Last week, 
| “Great Missouri Raid” (Par) and 
‘Man Who Cheated Himself” 
| (20th), big $18,000. 

Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 50-75) — 
| “Grounds for Marriage” (M-G) and 


| “Beauty on Parade” (Col). Mild 
$11,000. Last week, ‘“‘Watch Birdie” 
(M-G) and “Shadow on Wall” 
(M-G), $14,000. 


| Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 60-75)—~ 
| “Halls of Montezuma” (20th) and 
Wedding” (Cob. 

Great $18,000. Last week, ‘Ven- 
|detta”’ (RKO) and “Hunt’ Man 
Down” (RKO), $14,000. 

Shubert (Ind) (1,500; 60-75) — 
“Vendetta” (RKO) and “Outrage” 
|(RKO) (3d wk). Fine $4,500 fol- 
lowing $4,000 second stanza. 


Halls’ Standout 
In Buff, $14,000 


Buffalo, Jan. 23. 
“Halls of Montezuma” and 
“Born Yesterday” are fighting it 


“Emergency 





with former making biggest show- 





with Louis Jordan | 


Strong | 


Mont’l; ‘Eve’ $21,000, 2d 


Best newcomer here this round. 


in | 


Capitol (C.T.) (2,412; 34-60) —. 
‘“Two Weeks With Love” (M-G).. 


Imperial (C.T.) (1,839; 34-60) —| 


ing. Manner in which “At War 


sational after hitting terrific 
first week. 


Estimates for This Week 


“Kim” (M-G) (2c wk). 
$10,500. Last week, big $16,400. 


Still sock at $12,000. Last week, 
soarde to huge $24,000. 

Center (Par) (2,100; 
“Halls of Montezuma” (20th). Great 
$14,000 or better. Last week, 
“Heaven’s Sake” (20th) (2d wk-6 
days), $6,000. 

Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-70)— 
“Born Yesterday” (Col) and 
“Counterspy Meets Scotland Yard” 
(Col). Sock $15,000 or over. Last 
| week, “Stage to Tuscon” (Col) and 
“Killer that Stalked N. Y.” (Col), 
| $10,000. 

Century (20th*Cent.) (3,000; 40- 
70)—“Mister Universe’ (EL) and 
“Two Lost Worlds” (EL). Okay 
$11,000. Last week, “Vendetta” 
(RKO) and “Double Deal” (RKO), 
$10,000. 


Indpls. Spotty Albeit 
‘Halls’ Hefty $14,000 


Indianapolis, Jan. 23. 
Biz at first-runs here is more un- 
even than at any time since Christ- 
mas, but the change seems due to 


stem from lack of all-around ap- 
'peal of current bills. At least, the 
/one strong entry, “Halls of Monte- 
zuma,” at Indiana, is doing plenty 
‘okay. “Great Manhunt,” at Loew’s, 
\is fair, while “Man Who Cheated 
Himself,” at Circle, is very slow. . 
Estimates for This Week 


Circle (Gamble-Dolle) (2,800; 44- 
65)—“‘Man Who Cheated Himself” 
(20th) and “California Passage” 
(Rep). Slow $6,500 in 6 days. Last 
week, “Branded” (Par) and “Bandit 
Queen” (Lippert), big $12,800. 

Indiana (G-D) (3,200; 4465)— 
| “Halls of Montezuma” (20th). Hefty 
$14,000. Last week, “Harvey” (U) 
and “Pride of Maryland” (Rep), 
$10,000. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,427; 44-65)— 
|\“Great Manhunt” (Col) and “Last 
|of Buccaneers” (Col). Moderate $9,- 











| 500. Last week, “Grounds for Mar- 
riage” (M-G) and “Mystery Street” 
(M-G), $11,000. 

| Lyrie (G-D) (1,600; 44-65)— 
“Highway 301” (WB) and “Indian 
Territory” (Col). Sluggish $4,500. 

| Last week, “Red Light” (UA) and 


\ “If This Be Sin” (UA), $5,500. 


With Army” is holding up in sec- | 
ond Paramount round is near-sen- 
in | 


Buffalo (Loews) (3,500; 40-70)— 
Held to 
Paramount (Par) (3.000; 40-75)— 


“At War With Army” (Par) and, Stays on. 
“Shot Billy Kid’ (Lip) (2d wk). 


40-75)— 


opened this week, the spfinglike | 
weather over the past weekend is 
enabling Broadway first-runs to | 
make a fairly good showing. School | 
regents exams starting Monday | 
(22), are giving film theatres added | 
teenage patronage, with several | 
houses holding around the previous 
week’s figures., Mercury hit the | 
skids late Sunday (21) night but | 
|clear weather both Saturday-Sun- | 
; day resulted in bumper boxoffice | 
‘take on those two days. 
| “Magnificent Yankee,” with | 
elaborate stageshow, started out) 
mildly at the Music Hall but 
picked up over the weekend. Fur- 
i ther laggard pace final three days 
lis spelling $120,000, only fair for 
an opening session at the Hall. 
Top holdover showing for a 
combo house is being made by the | 
Paramount with “Branded” plus 
| Kay Starr, Dick Brown, Jerry Wald | 
band onstage. It should hit okay | 
$53,000 in second frame, with pre- | 
views of “At War With Army,” 
which opens today (Wed.), giving | 
an assist. Capitol, too, is holding | 
| near opening week total with $32,- | 
000 for “Grounds For Marriage” | 
with Phil Silvers, Wiere Brps., Ted | 
Straeter band onstage. 


Third round of “Halls of Monte- 
zuma,” with Al Bernie, others on- 
stage, looks much stronger com- 
paratively than the second week 
at the Roxy. Combo looks to finish 
at $60,000. “Dallas,” with stage- 
show also, is making a better show- 
ing in second frame at the Strand 
with $27,000 than on opening week. 
| “Born Yesterday” actually is 
moving ahead of its previous 
week's take with smash $34,000 in | 
fourth Victoria session. ‘‘Harvey” | 
also is sturdy at $24,000 in fifth | 











| week at the Astor. “Mudlark” is| ended Sunday 


;near its preceding week’s figure 


Besides the new bill at the Par, 
the Globe brings in “Mad Wednes- 
day” today after very profitable 
run of four weeks and 2 days with 
| “Vendetta.” The State also opens 
|a new pic, “Steel Helmet,” today. 
Estimates for This Week 


—‘Harvey” (U) (5th wk). Current 
round ending today (Wed.) holding 
in great fashion with $24,000 or 
near after $28,000 last week. 


| Bijou (City Inv.) (589; $1.20- 
$2.40)—“Cyrano” (UA) (10th wk). 
Ninth stanza ended last night 
(Tues.) continued in highly profit- 
able groove at $13,000 after $12,- 
500 last week. Continues indef. 
Capitol (Loew’s) (4,820; 55-$1.50) 
—‘“Grounds For Marriage” (M-G) 
with Phil Silvers, Wiere Bros., Ted 
Straeter orch (2d-final wk). Held 
, to $33,000 this frame after mild 
_ $39,000 opening week. “The En-. 
| forcer” (WB), with Lionel Hampton | 
orch heading stageshow, opens) 
tomorrow (Thurs.). | 
Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 50-$1.75) | 
— “Operation Disaster’ (U) (2d) 
wk). Staying up near first week's | 
pace at $10,000. First week was | 
okay $13,000, over hopes. 
Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 50-$1.20) | 
—‘‘Mad Wednesday” (RKO). Opens 
today (Wed.). Last week, “Ven- 
detta” (RKO) (4th wk-9 days), held 
to $8,500, with boost from pre- 





views of “Wednesday.” Third. 
week was okay $9,000, way over 
hopes. 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 50- 





$1.20\—“‘Sun Sets at Dawn” (EL) | 
| (2d-final wk). Doesn’t look much 
| better than $8,000 this frame after | 





light $10,000 opener. “Last Gang-* 
ster” (M-G) and “Big Store” (M-G) | 
| (reissues) open Saturday (27). 
| Palace (RKO) (1,700; 55-$1.20)— 
‘—“Once a Thief” (UA) with vaude., | 
‘Doing fairly well with around 
$20,000, being helped by Street's 
upbeat. Last week, “Short Grass” | 
(Mono) and vaude, $17,500. 

| Paramount (Par) (3,664; 55- 
| $1.50\—“At War With Army” (Par) 
‘with Ella Fitzgerald, Harvey Stone, 
|Steve Condos & Jerry Brandow, 
Boyd Raeburn orch. Opens today 
(Wed.). Last week, “Branded” 
(Par) plus Kay Starr, Dick Brown, 
|Jerry Wald orch topping stage bill 
(2d wk), held up well at $53,000, 
with an assist from previews on 
.“Army” yesterday. First week 
|was fair $59,000. 

| Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
\fellers) (5,945; 80-$2.40) — “Mag- 
‘nificent Yankee” (M-G) with stage- 
show. Started out mildly but 
perked up over weekend, with fair 
$120,000 probable on_ first week. 
Holds. Last week. “Kim” (M-G) 
‘with stageshow (Xmas _ pageant 
played excepting for final 3 days) 
(6th wk), $91,000, rounding out a 
‘highly profitable run that hit 


j 





/second frame. r 
| five extra days past third week, 


Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 55-$1.50) | 


, House” 


Good Weather Helps B’way B.0.s; 
‘Yankee -Stageshow, Lone Newcomer, 
Fair $120,000, ‘Yesterday’ Up to 346 


Although only one major picture | $824,000, on? of high grossers of 


the Hall. 

Rialto (Maze) (594; 44-98) — 
“Two Lost Worlds” (EL) (2d wk). 
Initial week ended last night 
(Tues.) registered fine $7,500. In 
ahead, “Sinners” (Indie) (3d wk), 
$4,500. 

Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092; 60- 
$1.25)—“‘Mudlark” (20th) (5th wk). 
This is remaining very firm this 
week at $16,000 after nice $17,500 
last week. Continues on. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.75) — 
“Halls of Montezunra” (20th) and 
Al Bernie, Robert Maxwell, ice- 
show, others, onstage (3d _ wk). 
Holding sturdily, with $60,000 
probable after okay $63,000 for 
Combo remaining 


with “Call Me Mister” (20th) and 
Danny Kaye heading stageshow 
due to open next Wednesday (31). 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 55-$1.50) 
—‘“‘Steel Helmet” (Lip). Opens 
today (Wed.). In ahead, “David 
Copperfield” (M-G) (reissue) (2d 
wk-4 days), off to $5,000 in four 
days after good $12,500 for open- 
ing round. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 50-$2)— 
“Dallas” (WB) and Dean Murphy, 
Betty Bruce, Betty Reilly, others, 
onstage (2d wk). Steady at about 
$27,000 this frame after modest 
$32,000 in opening stanza. Set to 
go a third round. 

Sutton (R & B) (561; 90-$1.50)— 
“Trio” (Par) (16th wk). The 15th 
session ended Monday (22) was 
$7,800 after nice $7,500 in 14th 
week. Stays on with “Kon-Tiki” 
(RKO) set to come in next. 


Trans-Lux 52nd St. (T-L) (540; 
90-$1.50)—‘‘Seven Days To Noon’ 
(Indie) (6th wk). Fifth frame 
(21) slipped to 
| $7,000 after good $9,000 for fourth 


Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 95- 
$1.50)—“‘Born Yesterday” (Col) 
(5th wk). Fourth stanza ended 
Monday (22) up to smash $34,000 
after $32,000 for third round. 


‘Kim’ Sockeroo $15,000, 
Cincy Ace; ‘With Army’ 
Smash 166, ‘Birdie’ 10G 


Cincinnati, Jan. 23. 

“At War With Army” is socko 
here this week while “Kim” is 
even “bigger at a smaller house, 
Trade is zooming. These simulta- 
neous clicks are heartening to 
exhibs for _ brighter outlook. 
“Watch the Birdie” and “Gambling 
are close to moderate 
tempo. Other new bill, “Man Who 
Cheated Himself,” missed out on 
getaway. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,100; 39-75) — 
“Gambling House” (RKO). Mild 
$9,500. Last week, “Grounds for 
Marriage” (M-G), $11,500. 


Capitol (Mid-States) (2,000; 39- 
75)—‘At War With Army” (Par). 
Socko $16,000. Last week, 
“Frenchie” (U), good $8,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,400; 39-75) — 
“Kim” (M-G). Smash $15,000. Last 
week, “Al Jennings of Oklahoma” 
(Col), pleasing $8,000. 4 

Keith’s (Mid-States) (1,542; 39- 
75)—‘‘Man Who Cheated Himself” 
(20th). Sad $4,000. Last week, 
“Harvey” (4th wk), chipper 
$5,000. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,500; 39-75) — 
“Young Lovers” (EL) and “If This 
Be Sin” (UA) split with “Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin” (Indie) (reissue) and 


out for boxoffice laurels this week, | With $16,000 for fifth Rivoli stanza. | week. 








“Golden Gloves Story” ~— (EL), 
Sturdy $5,500. Last week, “Mr. 
Music” (Par) (m.o.), favorable 
$4,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 39-75) — 
“Watch Birdie’ (M-G). Moderate 
$10,000. Last week, “Flying 


Missile” (Col), $9,000. 





‘Branded’ Solid $11,000, 


Omaha; ‘Voice’ Hep 5G 


: Omaha, Jan. 23. 

Neither wind nor snow is dulling 
“Branded” at the Orpheum. Win- 
ter settled down turday (20) 
after a _long spring-like spell. 
“Next Voice You Hear” had a good 
opening at the State. “Emergency 
—o at the Brandeis is just 


~ Estimates for This Week 
Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 16- 
70\—“Branded” (Par) and “When 
Smiling” (Col). Solid at $11,000. 
Last week, “Mrs. O'Malley and Mr. 


(Continued on page 18) 
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Brit. Labor, in Last Desperate Move, 


Takes Prod. Muddle to Film Council 


London, Jan. 23. 

The first phase of the labor of- 
fensive to deal with the British 
production crisis having achieved 
little more than a few headlines in 
the national press, the unions are 
expected to urge that Council in- 
iervene at its meeting in London 
next Thursday (25). That is re- 
garded as a last desperate move to 
obtain some action and put the 
workers back to work béfore it is 
i100 late. 

Recent intensified activity, how- 
ever. has revealed that little is 
going eto be done by the govern- 
ment other than introduce the 
group scheme for production re- 
ported in VARIETY last November. 
This was the sum total of the gov- 
ernment’s immediate policy as in- 
dicated by Harold Wilson, Board of 
Trade prexy, when he discussed 
the crisis with a deputation from 
the Assn. of Cine and Allied Tech- 
nicians. 

Nor was there much hope held 
out for the revival of studio ac- 
tivity to the members of the Na- 
tional Assn. of Theatrical and Kine 
imployees who attended its mass 
meetings. Alongside the plea for 
another $56,000,000 in government 
money from Tom O’Brien, M. P., 
came the reminder from Film Fi- 
nance Chief James Lawrie that it 
was not the function of his organ- 
ization to provide the maximum 
amount of employment. On the 
contrary, it was his job to see that 
production was on the soundest 
economical basis. 

The major accomplishment of 
last Sunday's publie conference ad- 
dressed by Sir Laurence Olivier, 
was to pass on to outside organiza- 
tions and political parties the prob- 
lems confronting the industry, and 
to appeal for their support in de- 
manding governmental action. 

As a basis for discussion at the 
Films Council meeting, O’Brien has 
sent a memorandum to the chair- 
man, Lord Drogheda, outlining a 
three-year plan for the industry. 
Apart from the demand for more 
government money and the resto- 
ration of the distributors’ quota, he 
is suggesting the compulsory ac- 
quisition of at least one theatre 
in each town in Great Britain with 
20 or more cinemas for the exclu- 
sive showing of British pix or for 
foreign films lensed in Britain. 


MOULIN ROUGE JOINING 
MONTMARTRE UPBEAT 


Paris, Jan. 16. 
Montmartre may get a hypo 
when the old Moulin Rouge is re- 
vived as a dancehall. This will help 
band musicians, many of whom are 
currently unemployed. Geo, owner 
of the Rapacho on Rue de Lappe, 
has taken over the place and will 
bring it back to its former dance- 
hall status. Since the old days it 
has been a dancehall, music hall 

and currently is a picture house. 
\lontmartre of late is waging a 
scvious counter-offensive against 
the Champs Elysees district Which, 
spearheaded by Pierre Louis Gue- 
rin's Lido, has been steadily draw- 

ing the pick of the tourist trade. 
sesides Bal Tabarin, the Mont- 
mattre district is famous for the 
nudist shows around Place Pigalle 
(Eve, Nudists, ete.). The last one- 
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‘films came from 


202 US. Films Used 
By Austria During ’50 


Vienna, Jan. 9. 

Imports of American pictures 
exceeded those of all other coun- 
tries combined in 1950. While 202 
U. S., only 189 
came from England, Germany, Rus- 
sia and France combined. Austria 
itself produced 18 pix. 

Check revealed that 78° of 
Austrians prefer comedies. War 
pictures and those connected any- 
way with the years 1939-45 (com- 
monly described here as pictures 
of ruins) flopped. 


Attendance was off 15° from 


| 


| 


1949. Distributors were unanimous 


at their recent general meeting 
that something must be done 


against dumping of product here. 


Mex Actors Union Head 
Sees Pix Biz Thriving; 
Rodriguez Not So Sure 


Mexico City, Jan. 16. 

Two Mexican film toppers re- 
ported exact opposite opinions on 
the industry here recently. Jorge 
Negrete, uctor-singer, speaking as 
prexy of the National Actors Union, 
declared after a talk with Presi- 
dent Miguel Aleman that Mexican 
pictures are “consolidated indus- 
trially’” and that the biz has come 
of age. He added that players who 
worked to turn out the new-high 
of 126 pix in 1950 had combined 
earnings of $2,080,000. 

Gen. Abelardo L. Rodriguez, ex- 
president of Mexico, speaking as 
head of the Mexican Film Assn., 
and the semi-official Credito Cine- 
matografico, asserted that the in- 
dustry is disorganized. Also that 
exhibition is hampered by a trust 
which he did not name. However, 
Rodriguez said he is sure ‘that the 





government will straighten this all 


out. 


Lumiton Chief Cleared 
In Stock Juggling Case 


Buenos Aires, Jan. 16. 
First startling news this year in 
Argentina’s film industry was the 
release from jail of Dr. Nestor Ma- 
ciel Crespo, Lumiton 





{ 


| was about $11,200,000. 


‘Snow White,’ ‘Third Man’ 


Lead Berlin Ist Runs 


; Berlin, Jan. 16. 

Biggest money-making. pictures 
nere during the past year were | 
“Third Man” (SRO), “Dr. Praeto- 
rious,” “Gabriela” and ‘“Nacht- 
wache” (all German-made),- and 
“Conquest” (Par). 

Strongest grossers at first-run 
theatres of Berlin included “Snow 
White” (RKO), “Der Reigen” 
(French, “Bathing Beauty” (M-G), 
“Third Man” (SRO) and “Snake 
Pit” (20th). 


M-G, 20th Top 


} 


Yank Distribs 
At German B.0. 


Frankfurt, Jan. 16. 

Films of seven major American 
companies grossed an. estimated 
$28,000,000 in western Germany 
last year, according to calculations 
based on returns in six key cities. | 
The companies are Metro, 20th- 
Fox, Warners, RKO, Universal, Co- | 
Jumbia and Paramount. Net take, 
Estimates | 
were based on grosses in Berlin, | 
Duesseldorf, Frankfurt, Hamburg, 
Hannover and Munich from Jan. 1 
to Oct. 31, 1950. 


Grosses of Republic, Monogram 





Stranger’ Fat $12,000, London's Top 


New Film; Samson Smash 216, 4th 





v 


Poland Plans Producing 
14 Features by 1955 


Warsaw, Jan. 16. 
Poland will produce 14 features, 
10 cartoons and 240 documentaries 
and newsreels by 1955, the end of 
the six-year plan, according to an 
official announcement here. Syn- 
chronization of foreign films is en- 
visaged to be tripled by that date. 
Plan also calls for the construc- 
tion of a studio for feature films 
to be built near here where a Film- 
City is being planned. It will have 
a capacity of 25 to 30 pix yearly. 
It also was announced that a 
new Polish film, “First Start,” will 
be released shortly. It deals with 
life in a glider school. 


Fear UFA May Return 
To Activity by Means | 
Of New $1,400,000 Unit 


Frankfurt, Jan. 9. 
A film production financing com- 
pany has been formed in the Ruhr 
state of North Rhine-Westfalia, and 
western officials fear that it may 
mean an attempt to revive Nazi 





and United Artists were not in- Germany's UFA film monopoly. 
yrs Boos gd or ~— aoe This speculation was further 
ed by German distributors, which strengthened with the announce- 


also distribute German and foreign 
pix. 

Grosses of seven majors were: 

Metro, $6,268,952; 20th-Fox, $4,- 
589.190; Warner, $4,574,619; RKO, 
$3,255,666; Universal, $3,210,571; 
Columbia, $3,140,952; Paramount, 
$2,915,095. Actual total for the 


seven was $27,935,047.. Paramount, | 


which generally runs in the top 
four major companies in the for- 
eign market, finished so low be- 
cause product which it released did 


not catch on well in the German 
market. 
Tabulation also revealed that 


lUS. films took up 35.4° of total 


Studios | 


prexy, who had been locked up> 
around six months ago on charges | 


of embezzling a large block of the 


studio stock. The courts have en-' 


tirely cleared Crespo of these 
charges, with a rider that the case 
has not affected his good name or 
honor. 

At the same time, two chief wit- 
nesses for the prosecution were 
jailed for perjury. The charges had 
been brought on the accusation of 
another stockholder, Miguel Guisa- 
sola, who claimed that the stock 
purchased by Crespo had been for 
his (Guisasola’s) account. On the 
other hand, the defense claimed 
that Crespo had pledged his own 
credit with the banks to obtain 


‘funds and had commissioned Guisa- | 


an expensively costumed strip pro- | 


duction, “Nouvelle Eve” is run by 


Rene Bardy. These spots, besides | 


the check for wine, charge a $1.15 
admission, which is contrary to 
usual nitery operation. 


British Film Festival 
For English Pix Only 

\ British film festival is to be 
held in London as part of 
Festival of Britain celebrations for 
‘vo weeks next June. A West End 
theatre, yet to be selected, will be 
Used, 

(he Festival, which is being 
Orsanized by the British Film In- 
‘lute with the support of the 
British Film Producers Assn., will 
Provide for a repertory season of 
lamous British pix. 








Shephard in Tokyo on SRO Deal 
Tokyo, Jan. 9. 
leve Shephard, Far Eastern rep 
Selznick Releasing Organiza- 
's hore to lay the groundwork 
‘entry of SRO pix into Japan 
St year. Selznick has obiained 


( 


' Import license and has been as- 
‘ad a quota for 1951. 


the | 


sola to buy the stock for him. 





Dunham Troupe on Busy 


South American Trek 


m" Buenos Aires, Jan. 16. 
After a two-week run at the 
Casino Auditorium in Mar del 


| playing time. Postwar German pix 
| accounted for 26.5%. German pic- 
‘ture tastes revealed _ straight 
dramas being edged out slightly by 
comedy fare. Adventure pix were 
next in line. 





India’s Pix Production 
Soars; 283 Films in 750 
Washington, Jan. 23. 


With considerable push from 
their government, film. producers 
of India are expanding their oper- 
ations and pressing for more 
foreign markets. The year 1950 
was a bell ringer im India, accord- 
ing to Nathan D. Golden, film top- 
per for U.S. Department of Com-. 
merce. The studios there turned 
out a record-breaking total of 283 
features, including their first in 
color. 

In the export field, the Indian 
ambassador to Turkey reported 
that Indian films were getting a 
good reception in Turkey. One 
Indian distributor is current]? 
touring Portuguese East Africa, | 
the Belgian Congo and other areas | 


of that continent, pushing sales. | 


| British Guiana is also reported — 


} 


Plata, the Katherine Dunham Dan- | 
cers have left Argentine territory | 


once more on their way to Lima, 
Peru, where they expect to play 
three weeks and then proceed 
North up the West Coast. Previ- 
ously the Dunham Dancers did ex- 
cellent business in Santiago de 
Chile, but apparently struck Mar 


del Plata too early in the season > 


for the big grosses. Company may 
return to Uruguay later in year 
for filming of “Mulatilla,” the film 
based on a celebrated Uruguayan 
novel by Roberto Olivencia Mar- 
quez. Some capital, still lacking 
for this venture, is needed to keep 
scheme from flopping. ; 

In February, the auditorium at 
the Mar del Plata Casino will be 
taken over by actress Fanny Nav- 
arro, for “Taming of the Shrew, 
in which she has been appearing 
at the National Comedy theatre in 
Buenos Aires, since last October. 


interested. 


Current London Shows 


(Figures show weeks of run) 
London, Jan. 23. 
“Accolade.” Aldwych (20). 
“Blue for Boy,” His Majesty's (8). 
“Carousel,” Drury Lane (38), + 
“Cocktail Party.” New (38). 
“Dear Miss Phoebe,” Ph'nix (15). 
“Dish Ran Away,” Vaude (30). 
“Fol de Rols,” St. Martin’s (3). 
“Follies Bergere,” Hipp (68). 
“His Excel'ency,” Piccadilly (35). 
“Holly and Ivy,” Duchess (37). 
“Home & Beauty,” Wyndh'm (17). 
“King Rhapsody,” Palace (70). 
“Knight’s Madn’ss,” Vic. Pal. (45). 
“Lace on Petticoat,” Ambass. (6) 
“Little Hut,” Lyric (22). 
“pt. Departure,” York’s (4). 
“Reluctant Heroes,” W'teh’ll (19). 
“Ring Round Moon,” Gl’be (43). 
“Seavulls Sorrento,” Apollo (32). 
“9d Tanoueray,” Haymark’t (21). 
“Take It From Us,” Adelphi (12). 
“To Dorothy, a Son,” Savoy (9). 
“Who Is Syiv‘a.” Criterion (13). 
“Will Any Gen‘,” Strand (20). 
“Worm's View.” Comedy (196). 
CLOSED 
“Capt. Carva‘lo.” Garrick (23). 
“Mister Roberts,” C’seum (26). 








, with former top UFA execs. 


ment that a former top UPA offi- 
cial, Alfred Greven, director of 
German film interests in France 
during the war, was made general 
manager. 

The company has a basic capital- 
ization of $476,000, and a further 
$952,000 credit is envisaged from 
the North Rhine-Westphalia state. 
At present the outfit will only 
finance production, but it was 
learned that the state is also inter- 
ested in setting up its own produc- 
tion company in the capital of 
Duesseldort. 

The initial funds were provided 
by the North Rhine-Westphalia 
Cooperative Bank (representing 
trade union influence) and a West- 
phalia bank. 

Western officials further noted 
that the state expressly claimed 
the company has no collaboratgon 
The 
reported behind-the-scene power- . 
ful alliance of the state, top indus- , 
trialists and high Nazi film officials 
was regarded as a major threat to | 
the recouping independent German | 
film industry as well as an attempt 
to sabotage the break-up of the 
$12,000,000 UFA combine, which 
the Allied High Commission de- 
creed to be auctioned by Jan. 1, 
1952. All that has happened so far 
is the sale of two grade B films. | 

Western sources were also sus- 
picious of the company because | 
they fear it might try to grap the 
they fear it might try to grab the | 
state. This involves 18 of the 40° 
excellent first-run theatres, which 
UFA owned. 





British Pix Financing 
By Govt. Again Mulled 


London, Jan. 16. | 


With the publication of accounts 
of the National Film Finance Corp. 
| the affairs of the new government's 
film bank once again has been 
| brought into the public eye. Ques- 
‘tions concerning the activities of 
‘the organization are being asked 
in the House of Commons, and 
Board of Trade prexy Harold Wil- 
/son has tried to define the policy 
of financing. 

The accounts for the year ended 
March 31 this year, which show 
that outstanding loans amount to 
approximately $11,250,000, have led 
to growing press criticism of the 
film bank. It a!so has caused a 
demand for more support for in- 
dependents, and opposition to con- 
centratien of production through 
the existing ma,oi groups. 

In its first year of operation, the 
NFFC has repaid $120,000 to the 
BOT out of $11,503,000 so far ad- 
vanced from the consolidated fund. 
Interest payments in the period 
amount to about $62.000. Members 
of Parliament intend to press Wil- 
son for a clearly defined policy 
statement which will indicate the 
future method of disposing of the 
dwindling reserves of the corpora- 
tion. 


London, Jan. 16. 


The main holdover bills from the 
Christmas holidays are still doing 
big biz although school vacations 
are over. “King Solomon's Mines” 
with stageshow again set the pace 
at the Empire with socko $22,000 
for a fifth week while “Samson 
and DelfNah” is solid $21,000 in 
two houses in fourth round. 

“All About Eve” is doing mount- 
ing trade, fifth week going ahead 
of previous two sessions with sock 
$11,500. Prince of Wales “Cinder- 
ella” continues great, fourth 
stanza being $11,000 or better. Lon- 
don Pavilion had its best opening 
week in months with “So Young, 
So Bad,” fine $7,500. 

Fstimates for Last Week 

Carlton (Par) (1,128; 65-$1.60)— 
“Samson and Delilah” (Par) (4th 
wk). Still standout with long lines 
at night. Sturdy $10,000 or over. 
Stays about six more weeks. 

Empire (M-G) (3,099: 50-$1.60)— 
“King Solomon’s Mines” (M-G) and 


| stageshow (5th wk). Powerful $22,- 
|000, making bill biggest thing in 


town. Stays two more, “Kim” 
(M-G) opening Jan. 29. 

Gaumont (CMA) (1,500; 45-$1.60) 
—"All About Eve” (20th) (5th wk). 
Doing better than ever at socko 
$11,500 this round. Holds three 
more weeks or longer. 

Leicester Square Theatre (CMA) 
(1,753; 45-$1.50)—“Into the Blue” 
(BL) (3d wk). British-made pic only 
mild at about $5,000. “Battle of 
Powder River” (GFD) opens Jan. 18. 

London Pavilion (UA) (1,217: 45- 
$1.60)—‘‘So Young, So Bad” (UA). 
Best opening week at this house in 
months, fine $7,500. Holds two 
more weeks. 

Odeon, Leicester Square (CMA) 
(2,200; 45-$1.60) — “Walk Softly, 
Stranger” (RKO) and “Secret 
Fury” (RKO) Robust at near $12,- 
000. Helds. 

Odeon, Marble Arch (CMA) (2, 
200; 45-$1.60)—‘‘Born to Be Bad” 
(RKO) and “Where Danger Lives” 
(RKO). Surprisingly strong $10, 
500. Stays at least two more 
rounds. 

Plaza (Par) (1,902; 65-$1.60) — 
“Samson and Delilah” (Par) (4th 
wk). Final round here looks big 
$11,000 or over. “Branded” (Par) 
opens Jan. 19. 

Prince of Wales Se Emp) (1,- 
200; 45-$1.60)—“Cinderella” (RKO) 
(4th wk). Great $11,000. Continues 
indef. 

Rialto (LFP) (592; 45-$1.25) — 
“City Lights” (UA) (reissue) (12th 
wk). Stronger than recently with 
$4,600 for this week. Stays on. 

Warner (WB) (1,735; 45-51.60)— 
“Flame and Arrow” (WB) (3d wk). 
Dipped to about $6,500 but stays. 
“Breaking Point” (WB) opens 
Jan, 25. ; 


HOYTS’ BUYS INTEREST 
BiG AUSSIE STATION 


Melbourne, Jan. 16. 

Ernest Turnbull, head of Hoyts? 
cinema circuit, has completed a 
deal whereby the chain acquires 
a substanfial interest in major 
commercial radio Station 3 XY. 
Deal will give Hoyts’ an air outlet 
for pic advertising and_ station, 
when it gets ready to break into 
the video field. 

Interesting part of the deal is 
that this station was founded by 
the late Frank Thring, who was 
\also the managing director of Hovis 
|for many years prior to National 
/ Theatres becoming a heavy stock- 
holder in the organization. 


British Vaude Actors 
Held Indie Contractors 


London, Jan. 23. 

Variety performers were ruled 
to be independent contractors and 
therefore not eligible for benefits 
under the terms of the National 
Insurance Act here. Decision was 
handed down by the King’s Bench 
Division of the High Court of Jus- 
tice. Case stems from the appeal 
of performer Nat Hope, who was 
ruled to be a self-employed person 
by the Minister of National Insur- 
ance. He subsequently took the 
case to court, and Ministry's opin- 
ion was sustained. 

Court stated that the degree of 
control exercised by the theatre 
upon Hope was necessary for the 
proper running of the house. There 
was no control over the method of 
doing the act. as it depended en- 
tire'y upon the skill, person-lity 
and artistry of the appellent. Case 
had been in litigation since Sep- 
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M-G-M 
MUSICALS !° 


“ROYAL 


is Tops! 

Fred Astaire, \ >> 
Jane Powell 

and Big Cast in 
another terrific 
Technicolor 

Musical wow! 
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~ Phonevision Test Breakdown 


Following is a breakdown, by 


the time of screenings each day, 


for the second week of the Phonevision tests in Chicago (Jan. 8-14), 
showing the number of test families who paid for each screening 
and what percentage that is of the total 300 families available. Major 
companies are utilizing such figures to arrive at an estimate of 


the potential Phonevision boxoffi 


ce. Total of 569 paid for the 21 


screenings during the week, representing 27° of the available 


audience. 
“™ of Families 
Who Saw 

4pm. JTp.m. 9pm. Total One Film 
Jom. @ (NOS. cceaads a y 45 Si 65 29 
Jat de saa vateoeeoee. oo 38 28 69 23 
Jan. 10) iccwsas cose 2 29 52 83 97.7 
Se Oe Caer haveweus 3 31 59 93 31 
a er eae 3 18 23 44 15 
Jan. 13 oe ' 3 35 50 93 31 
Jan. 14 (Sun., 2 p.m.) 27 42 53 122 41 

Total SM eascg: WL ns 218 302 569 











311.816 Common Bought | 


By Par for Retirement 


Paramount's bid to buy up 500,- 
000 shares of its common stock at 
$21.50 per share resulted in the 
purchase of 311,816 shares for re- 
tirement. 

Company withdrew its bid at the 
close of business last Friday (19). 
Oller to buy balance of stock may 
be made later‘in the vear. 








Balaban Unloads 





version privileges the right to pur- 
chase shares of the common stock 
on the same basis, terms and con- 
ditions as if the notes had re- 
mained outstanding. 

Another Par stock sale was re- 
ported for board member Maurice 
Newton. He divested himself of 
2.000 shares of the common, leav- 
ing a total of 7,605 now held by 
him. 

Others engaging in stock trans- 
fer activity were Jack Cohn, exec 
v.p. of Columbia Pictures, and 
Robert W. Dowling, prexy of City 
Investing Co., whose real estate 
properties include some theatres. 

Cohn gifted 2,100 shares of the 
Columbia common, bought 200 

ives and now owns a total of 
43.524 shares. Dowling sold 12,500 
shares of City Investing’s com- 
mon, leaving hin with total direct 
ownership of 594 shares. He owns 
174.633 shares indirectly. 

R. E. Dowling Realty Corp. pur- 
chased 12,500 shares of City In- 
vesting common, bringing its new 
total of shares held to 176,444. 





Loew's Bd. Approves 
Ortions to Buy 250,000 


Common for 6 Execs 


Siock option plan for industry 
exces atid key personnel has 
Spread to Locw’'s, where options to 
purchase 250,000 shares of the 
majors common have been = ap- 
proved by the board for six offi- 


' 


cials. 

Subject to stockholders’  ap- 
proval at their annual meeting in 
March, options went to Dore 
Schary, production chief, for 100,- 
009 shares; Arthur M. Loew, for- 
cian chief, 40,000, and Benjamin 
Thau, Joseph R. Vogel, Chartes C. 
Moskowitz and Louis K. Sidney, 
27.500 shares each. 

Options may be exercised at 
16° per share, which was the mar- 
1 ‘ . ’ 

Ket price when the board approved 
the plan last week. 

Benefit for the option holders 

under the plan is that any profit 
irom the stock transactions will be 
Competed as capital gains, rather 
(lian straight income, under last 
September's ruling by the Treas- 
ui Department. 
- Last month, United Paramount 
I icatres voted options to purchase 
-)).000 of the chain's issue for top 
per-ennel. 


Foreign Critics Elect 
Foreign Language Press Film 
'i¢s’ Circle held its annual meet 
(election in New York last 


( 


Vuned prexy was Dr.. Manfred 
‘corse. film editor of Aufbau; 
_ Schaefer, film editor of the 
“Is. Daily Forward, becomes 


‘epee while Sitmund Gottlober, 

Cor of the American Foreign 
N-uace Press, was reelected the 
Cle’s exec secretary. 


‘ 





Phonevision 
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week of Jan. 8-14 included “Sea of 
Grass” (M-G), substituted for “En- 
chanted Cottage” (RKO), which 
was pulled because of print trou- 
ble; “I Walk Alone” (Par), “Song 
of Love” (M-G), “Voice of the 
Turtle” (WB), “i0th Avenue An- 
gel” (M-G), “Hagen Girl” (WB*‘ and 
“Golden Earrings” (Par). Under 
the rotating system involved, each 
picture is screened once on three 
different days, at different times 
of the day. Most popular of the 
pix shown was “Walk Alone,” 
which was ordered by 100 fami- 
lies, or 33!2°o of the total possible 
audience. Next in line was ‘“Tur- 
tle.”’ ordered by 93, or 31°: of the 
total. 

Figures also revéal that very few 
orders are placed for the 4 p.m. 
screening daily. Only 44 families 
during the week tuned in their 
Phonevision receivers at that time, 
while 218 ordered the screenings 
at 7 p.m. and 302 tuned in at 9 p.m. 
Best hour was the 9 p.m. screening 
on Thursday, which was ordered 
by 59 of the 300 families. Phone- 
vision’s potential threat to thea- 
tres was seen in the fact that 50 
orders were placed for the Satur- 
day night showing and 53 for the 
Sunday night screening. Those two 
nights are usually considered the 
best of the week by exhibitors. 














Hughes Stock 
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ing up its interest. The stock swap 
scheme which it is studying con- 
templates either an exchange for 
the Greene’ syndicate’s picture 
holdings alone, or possibly the ad- 
dition of enough other shares held 
by Wall Streeters to take from 
Hughes his entire bundle of the- 
atre stock. 

Hughes Orders to Dietrich 

Loosely allied with Greene are 
undersiood to be owners of as many 
as 1.500.000 shares. Hughes’ in- 
terest in the swap is indicated by 
orders of his chief aide. Noah 
Dietrich, to RKO headquarters in 
New York to provide Greene’s 
men with any info desired. 

A large quantity of statistical 
material has already been deliv- 
ered to his office and is under 
aralysis. From this he will deter- 
mine whether he is interested in 
going abead at all on the swap 
idea and, if so, on what terms. 

If he docs decide to negotiate 
on the swap—which it is expected 
will be determined in two or three 
weeks — Greene wants to have a 
plan for the company. It is in this 
regard that the scheme is being 
studied of selling off part of the 
theatre circuit. 

One idea mentioned in the Street 
as a possibility is the sale of all 
of RKO’s out-of-town houses and 
retention of the New York circuit. 
However, there are many other 
possibilities for selling part of the 
circuit and keeping other houses, 
while one vociferous group of Wall 
Street professionals favors liquida- 
tion of the entire chain. They 
figure on that basis they could get 
$10 to $12 a share out of the 
capital assets. 

Greene group is also awaiting 
outcome of the present probe of 
directors of the theatre company 
by the Dept. of Justice, on the 
squawk that the board is made up 
entirely of Hughes appointees and 
the company is not thus really 
divorced from the picture end. 
Findings by the G-men will un- 
doubtedly influence Greene's ac- 
tion on the stock swap. 


Continued from page 5 


| Israeli Pic Benefit 


| Women’s division of UIT (Amer- 
ican Committee for the Hebrew 
| University, Weizmann Institute ‘of 
| Science and Technion) has taken 
|over the N. Y. Bijou theatre for 
, advance showing of “Women With- 
/out Names” next Wednesday morn- 
Ing (31). Proceeds ($5 per ticket) 
‘will go to the UIT fund to provide 
doctors, lawyers and other trained 
personnel for Israel. Picture was 
made in Italy with backing of Ilya 
Lopert-Robert W. Dowling combi- 
nation. 

Mrs. Robert S. Benjamin, wife 
of J. Arthur Rank prexy in the 
U.S., is co-chairman of women’s 
division of UIT. 


| Fraud % Suits 
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the defendants. Where there ob- 
viously are discrepancies, settle- 
ment ensues. 

Theatres Not Always Responsible 

Theatreowners themselves not 
always are responsible for the in- 
accuracies in b.o. statements. It’s 
known that recently a circuit chief- 
tain invited checkers to a few of 
his situations because he suspected 
theatre personnel might be seek- 
ing to enhance their personal in- 
come via illegal reporting. 

Actually, while the situation is a 
matter of concern to the distribs, it 
is not regarded as a major problem. 
It’s said the percentage disputes, 
for example, are not nearly so im- 
portant as the private antitrust com- 
plaints going to litigation through- 
out the nation. In these, of course, 
the distribs are the defendants. 

Additionally, instances of ob- 
vious dishonesty are not so numer- 
ous in view of the seven-year pe- 
riod covered and the total number 
of theatremen playing on perceni- 
age. The 500 suits filed in that 
time named only a total of 100 ex- 
hibs. Average number of com- 
panies filing separate actions 
against each defendant is believed 
to have been five, thus accounting 
for the 500 total. 

Often, however, court battles are 
averted. Compromises have been 
reached when exhibs voluntarily 
permit auditing of their books and 
agree to restitution to the com- 
panies where warranted. 

Distrib complaints are two-fold. 
Actions filed generally allege short- 
age in percentage revenue is ac- 
companied by commensurate losses 
in revenue from flat deals. Charge 
is that income from a percentage 
pic is used as a vardstick in setting 
terms for the flat licensing. If the 
percentage coin is under what it 
should be, the consequence is that 
the sale on a flat basis also is short 
of what it normally would be. 

Theatres named in the Rosen- 
blatt-American complaint as hav- 
ing been operated by the defend- 
ants at cone time or another are the 
Lake, Lake George: the Catskill, 
Catskill. and the Strand. Water- 
vliet, all N. Y. Recovery is sought 
in each suit from damages result- 
ing from the alleged under-report- 
ing. Charles E. Nichols of the Al- 
bany firm of Whalen, McNamee, 
Creble & Nichols is attorney for 
the plaintiffs. In this case, as in all 
others, distribs also are represent- 
ed by the N. Y. copyright protec- 
tion firm of Sargoy & Stein. 


Bar Assn. 
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were televised from a Twin City 
station and thereafter used by a 
national hookup. 

Censuring the “spectacularity 
and sensationalism” of the trials 
and declaring the bar ethics were 
broken, the report recommended 
that the Bar Assn. appoint another 
committee of representatives of the 
federal district court, Minnesota 
supreme court, press, radio and 
television, ete... “to determine 
rights, duties and responsibilities 
of each in both civil and criminal 
actions in order to protect the pub- 
lic interest in court proceedings.” 

Use of radio broadcasts to pro- 
mote publicity for a judicial officer 
is described as “prostitution of a 
high office for personal advantage” 
and it’s asserted that “using such a 
trial for the public’s entertainment 


























| 


or for satisfying its curiosity shocks ' 


, 


our sensibilities.’ 

At the polls last fall. following 
severe newspaper criticism and the 
committee’s appointment, Judge 
Moriarity, who had held office for 
many years, was defeated for re- 
, election. 

















| COMPO Moving Ahead 
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was a letter this week from Robert 
B. Wilby, of Georgia, who has 
always looked on COMPO with 
more than a trace of a jaundiced 
eye. 

“I just learned of the changes,” 
he wrote, “and I think COMPO 
is to be congratulated, for your 
group has given it a chance. It did 
not have one the other way. So 
] think TOA has done a service. 
Now if they will just get going 
on their war activities obligations.” 

New Flan 

New plan as worked out by 
COMPO’s exec board at a two-day 
session in New York Jan. 11-12 
calls for admission of any exhib 
group approved by an admissions 
committee. Each will have one rep 
on a board of directors, which in 
turn will elect an exec committee. 
|Each of the 10 charter members 
of COMPO will have one rep on 
this steering body, plus seven addi- 
tional delegates from TOA, seven 
from Allied and seven elected at 
large. As now constituted (until 
the changes are finally ratified) 
only the 10 charter members can 
vote, each having two reps on the 
exec board. 

Explaining the new setup to his 
membership, Abram Myers de- 
clared in last week's’ bulletin: 
“These changes may result in the 
appearance on the scene of some 
unpleasant characters. Since they 
jare part of the industry, I suppose 


they must be recognized, especially | 


if they are to contribute to the 
expense and participate in the 
program. Their opportunities for 
mischief, no matter on which 
scene they appear, will be slight 
in view of the unanimous consent 
rule, although they will be in a 
position to talk matters to death.” 

In describing the new setup. 
Myers remarked of the board of 
directors that it “is destined to 
become known as the Debating 
Society.” In this regard, COMPO 
was forced last week to issue a 
clarification of a press. release 
given out immediately after the 
TOA-Allied compromise plan had 
been reached in New York. 

Majority Rule 

At that cime it was stated that 
the United Nations type of absolute 
veto power now held by each mem- 
ber of the exec board would also 
hold for each member of the new 
exec committee. However, it was 
stated, that thesnew board of direc- 
tors would operate on a majority 
rule. 

That brought a squawk from at 
least one charter’ organization. 
which said that was not the way it 
understood the compramise. As a 


‘result, the clarification went out | 


stating that the unanimity rule 
would apply in both the board and 
exec committee. Board’s only duty 
is to select the seven exec com- 
mitteemen at large. 

Myers’ review for his members 
of the two-day New York session 
was characteristically biting. “Ted 
Gamble presented TOA’s plan in 
such a way as to convey that. so 
far as TOA was concerned, it was 
that or nothing. A few tentative 
suggestions put forward by Allied 
as feelers verified this impression 

. The bare idea of broadening 
the base had considerable appeal, 
but led to some pretty — silly 


speeches. Orations were offered in | 


favor of democracy, our priceless 
heritage and free institutions.” 
Allied objected to TOA’s  un- 
limited - membership idea for 
COMPO, Myers said, because “the 
board under any such plan could 
only conduct mass meetings.” It 
would be too unwieldy to function, 
he added, “and would open the 
door to the political bickering and 
maneuvers which we had tried so 
hard to eliminate from COMPO. 
Ned Depinet and Austin Keough 
(who acts as a sort of adviser to 
Depinet’ both voiced their opposi 
tion to a large, unwieldy board.” 
Explaining (under the heading 
“The Imbecile Session”) why AI- 
‘lied had registered opposition to 
the unlimited membership plan but 
had refused to use its veto. Myers 


stated: “It was thought best to let | 
the apostles of asininity reap the’ 


rewards of their own folly rather 
;than cast upon Allied the onus of 
disrupting COMPO then and 
there.” 

‘Fatuous Appeals’ 

With the unlimited membership 
plan ‘minus Allied’s later compro 
mise suggestion for both the un 
iimited board and the limited exec 
committee) approved at the conclu. 
sion of the first dav’s session, Mvers 
‘said that overnight “the brighter 











,minds realized that this action 
|taken in the face of Allied’s warn- 
‘ing meant the withdrawal of Al- 
‘lied from COMPO.” Next morn- 
‘ing, he said, “fatuous appeals ad- 
‘dressed to Allied’s representatives 
‘by clumsy meddlers trying to ex- 
tricate themselves were bruskly 
waved aside.” 

Myers said the Allied compro- 
mise plan was worked out at the 
second day’s luncheon recess by 
himself, Allied prexy Trueman 
Rembusch, Nate Yamins and Wil- 
bur Snaper “in order to show our 
good faith and to capitalize on Al- 
lied’s growing good will, and as a 
final effort in behalf of those who 
sincerely believe in COMPO.” 

“The proposal, outlined to the 
board by Nate,” Myers wrote, “‘was 
greeted with applause, although 


‘TOA tried to hack away at it for 


awhile. But the pressure was too 
much for them to withstand and in 
the end Gamble said that he and 
his associates would do their best 
to sell the plan to TOA’s board.” 


As a result of the action of its 
reps in New York, Myers declared, 
“Allied’s prestige is at the peak.” 
He added: “There were some bitter 
exchanges between Allied = and 
TOA; and when Gamble voiced 
some criticism of the way in which 
the tax campaign was handled, 
Trueman Rembusch gave them a 
fearful castigation for their lack of 
teamwork. Smarting under the 
tongue lashing given them not only 
by Allied but by others, there may 
be some soreheads in TOA ranks 
for awhile, although at the end they 
were quite conciliatory.” 

Allied’s board will .necet to con- 
sider the new plan in Washington 
Feb. 15-16. The recommended 
change in the by-laws of COMPO 
is now being drawn up by lawyers 
for various of the charter organiza- 
tions. 





Fill the Seats 
Washington, Jan. 23. 

Biggest job facing COMPO is to 
make surveys and promote the 
filmgoing habit so as to help fill 
the theatre seats, according ‘to 
Abram F. Myers, chairman of the 
board of the Allied States Exhibi- 
tors. and a COMPO delegate. 

“The problem which looms big- 
gest in the minds of exhibitors all 
over the country,” said Myers, ‘‘is 
the lack of patronage. I think 
that this is the big job to be han- 
dled by COMPO.” 


Local H-63 


L———eew CONtinued from wage 7 


SOPEG and SPG which caused 
them to lose their identity com- 
pletely. 

Listed changes were (1) expul- 
sion of UOPWA from ClO, (2) 
merger of SOPEG and SPG into 
Screen Employes Guild, (3) merger 
of expelled UOPW. with two other 
national labor grcups to form Dis- 
tributing, Processing and Office 
Workers of America, and _ (4) 
merger of N. Y. affiliates of 
UOPWA, including SOPEG and 
SPG, with other affiliates of 
DPOWA, including Wholesale & 
Warehouse Workers Union. Local 
65, to form District 65. DPOWA. 

Claiming that majority of com- 
panies’ employees have expressed 
their wish “to be rid of SOPEG 
and SPG” as bargaining agents, 
H-63 called on distribs and cir- 
cuits to give their cmployees a 
definite statement as to recognition 
of the two units. Union bases its 
claim of illegality on recognition 
on fact issue is before NLRB, 
which has not yet given its answer 
on question of bargaining agent. 

Position of companies is that 
no action will be taken until NLRB 
hands down its decision. H-63 
contends that if emn'ovees were 
given choice of bargaining agent, 
H-63 would win hands down. For 
that reason union will press for 
election. 

Russell Moss, executive v.p. of 
H-63. who wrote letters to com- 
panies, said if employers recog- 
nized either SOPEG or SPG. they 
would be subject to charge of as- 
sisting and supporting unions which 
“have given aid and comfort to 
the pro-Communist movement.” 

While SOPEG and SDG toppers 
are expected to resist an H-63 at- 
tempted raid, some leaders claim 
they are not worried, as any change- 
over rests with results of an elec- 
tion and NLRB certification. They 
appear confident of holding their 
present membership. 
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berg of Community Theatres, and, 


other of the independent theatre- 
owners in the city. In all, 122 the- 
aires were represented in the con- 
test. 

The committee members were 
amazed by what they discovered. 
When the first batch of 50 entries 
was returned to them by the out- 
of-town contest-judging firm, the 
similarity of the highly intelligent 
answers to the quiz sentence—“I 
like to go to the movies because” — 


had them puzzled. Ther thought 
the contest firm had handpicked 
the entries to present the idea it 


believed would best please the com- 
miitee. One hundred more entries 
were ordered selected at random. 
Again, the same general ideas ap- 


peared. The firm was ordered to 
send additional entries for  -xaml- 
nation. Again the answers were 


remarkably similar in thought. A 
syot check of the remaining 21,900 
entries showed the same theme 
running through all of them. 
Provide Relaxation 


The people said over ana over 
again tnat they like to go to the 
movies because they provide re- 
Jaxation and a place where the 


humdrum of everyday living can be 


forgotten temporarily. 
4 ot } . hing hat ry): dq D ™ 
Another thing that amazec € 
troit exhibs was the fact that out 
of 22.300 statements, only a hand- 


ful of the theatregoers mentioned 
that thev liked to go to the movies 


to see their favorite stars. The 
committee’s conclusion that came 
from that omission of a once-pow- 
erful selling point was that the star 
system is a thing of the past. 

Iso, Detroit exhibs fourd that 
the widely held opinion that the 
middle-aged and older’ persons 
were “lost” audiences was com- 
pletely false. Most of the entries 


were from the 40 and over group. 

The 22.300 statements also elic- 
ited some imporiant information 
on Why the writers liked pix better 
than television. Pictures were pre- 


ferred for these reasons: Better 
technically, with no flickering and 
“snow”; polished professional per- 


formances; screens large enough to 
show details and svace where space 
was necessary to the story line; no 
commercials; no interruptions by 
the telephone or the doorbell, and 
because pix provide an opportunity 
to get out of the house and away 
from children. 

Here are excerpts from entries 
picked at random: This rhymed 
entry was written by a 40-year-old 
woman: 


“IT like to go to the movies 
because So close to the kiddies, 
I see only no’s! 

“So close to the laundry, I 
see only clothes. 

“So close to housework, I’m | 
never through. 


“So close with pennies al- 
ways so few. 
“Twice weekly movies for 


this hubby and wife, keeps me 
a bride. % 
“Stead of Bridget for life.” 


A 58-year-old housewife wrote: 
“I like to go to the movies because 
they provide an educational, cul- 
tural and thoroughly diversified 
form of clean and wholesome en- 
tertainment, when, at a reasonable 
cost, can be enjoyed by the entire 
f<mily; and at the same time afford 
a welcome refuge from the bore- 
dom of television.” 

A 47-year-old woman wrote: 
“There’s no snow, no distortion, no 
commercials, no interruptions, no 
alarming fiashes, no bloodshot eyes, 
no jumping up to adjust the pic- 
ture, no technical failures—just 
relixation and fun.” 

A 32-year-old man said: “The 
silver screen is a ghostly galleon 
transporting me from a world of 
confusion to a land of illusion 
where the ports-of-call are -com- 
eayv, drama, music, romance; each 
adventure in entertainment is cap- 
tained by technical perfection—all 
ait moderate ‘passaze.’ ” 

A 28-year-old girl said at the 
movies: “I can enjoy productions 
more ‘polished’ than those of radio 
and television, and my enjoyment 
is not marred by ‘flicker’ or the 
tension of watching unde: incorrect 
lithting, nor interruption to an- 
swer the doorbell or telephone; in 
short. I can enjoy the highest class 
entertainment most comfortably.” 

Probiem Films Nixed 

In other entries, moviegoers said 
that particularly obnoxious were 
the type of problem films which 
humiliated- minority, racial and re- 
ligious groups by reviving nick- 
names and expressions that have 
long-since been forgotten. 


‘No Problem Pix’ | 


. * 
Continued fron ee) —EEE 





The exhibs also discovered just 
how important is the type of pub- 
licity used to promote a picture. 
When a recent release ran firstrun, 
it was advertised strictly as a west- 
ern. It did OK biz. When it 
reached the nabes, canned promo- 


tion was used, emphasizing the ra- | 


cial problem in the picture. The 
film did not do as well at nabe box- 
offices. 

Detroit exhibs anted $50,000 to 
promote their giveaway contest and 
obtained, for free, $20,000 worth of 
Chrysler cars, fur coats, diamonds, 
etc., to give away to winners. The 
contest began Oct. 11 and ended 
Dec. 13. Winners will be announced 
Jan. 29. 

Rules were simple. Contestants 
had to see eight out of a list of 28 
movies and answer easy questions 
pertaining to happenings in those 
pictures. They had to attach eight 
ticket stubs to the entry and com- 
plete in 50 words or less the cen- 
tence: “I like to go to the movies 
because.” 

Originally, the contest was de- 
signed to perk biz. Some exhibs 
were disappointed when the stam- 


pede for the boxoffice didn’t ma- 
terialize. Promotion then was 
changed to an institutional cam- 


paign in newspapers and television 
trailers. 


Exhibs are agreed that the con- 
test helped biz considerably in 
nabe situations and practically not 
at all downtown. However, they 
now feel that the information ob- 
tained in statements from movie- 
goers more than pays for the 
money they shelled out for the 


promotion. 


| | 


| Ailtime Grossers | 


—=””_”»_”®, continued from page 4 = 
ficulty on estimates ever since they 
were released. Problem was em- 
phasized by the fact they went into 
distribution at about the same time 
and there was terrific competition 
for leadership by their respective 
producers, Samue: Goldwyn and 
David O. Selznick. 

While the VARIETY figures ac- 
curately reflect what’s on the ac- 
countants’ books for the two pix, 
Goldwyn claims that the com- 
parison is unfair because of differ- 
ent methods of accounting and sell- 
ing in the roadshow release. That 
accounted for about.$7,800,000 on 
“Years” and $7,500,000 on “Duel,” 
as recorded by the accountants. 

However, Selznick is alleged to 
have sold the pic on a 70° basis 
to theatres, but allowed them to 














subtract 10% of the gross for ad- 
i vertising. The total gross rental 


was taken up on the books, rather 
than the net, which Goldwyn main- 
tains his figures show. He argues 
that this factor and other ad ex- 


/penditures which he shows and 
, Selznick doesn’t would mean a dif- 


ferential of upward of $2,000,000 
in the rentals of the two pix. 

Alltime top grosser list last week 
also inadvertently omitted two 
Warner Bros. pix which should 
have been included. They are “Life 
With Father” (1947), which should 
have been number 19 on the list 
with $5,100,000, and “Yankee Doo- 
dle Dandy” (1942), which should 
have been number 30 with $4,- 
800,000. 


20th Theatre TV 














NEILSON TRADES RKO 


Rutgers Neilson, RKO eastern 
publicity chief, and Don Prince, 
head of the foreign flackery de- 
‘partment, swtched positions this 
| week. No reason for the direct 
'swap in posts was given in the an- 
nouncement by RKO president Ned 
E. Depinet. 

Prince at one time was publicity 
head of the old Pantages vaudeville 
chain. Subsequently he was asso- 
ciated with the Palace theatre, 
N. Y., and Columbia Pictures. He 
went to the top foreign spot at 
RKO four years ago after some 





service with the major in England. | 


Neilson had an assortment of in- 
dustry posts prior to joining the 
ad-pub department of Pathe in 


1925. He moved up to the top 
publicity post at RKO after its 
merger with Pathe in 1931. 


In another appointment at RKO, 
Hubert Voight, long associated in 
film promotion, has been engaged 
by the major’'s Wald-Krasna_ unit 
to take charge of publicity. He'll be 
under the jurisdiction of studio 
publicity chief Perry’ Lieber. 
Voight was with Warner Bros., Co- 
lumbia, Universal and Republic 
from 1925 to 1938. 


Bush-Fekete Back 


I. Bush-Fekete and his wife, Mary 
Fay, returned to New York Friday 

19) after three months in Europe 
doing script of “Sweet Sister” for 
20th-Fox. Yarn has Paris back 
ground. 

Couple headed for the Coast 
Monday to wind up the chore. Pic 
will star Cary Grant and Anne Bax- 
ter. 





Sol Schwartz’s Swing 


Sol A. Schwartz, president of 
RKO Theatres, leaves N. Y. this 
week for Chicago, San Francisco 
and Los Angeles. 

Following the business tour, he’ll 
vacation at Palm Springs for six 
days. 








yo 


O'Hara Prepped | 


Continued from page 3 — 


ney Schreiber and treasurer Fred 
Duvall. McCarthy has operated 
with a good deal of autonomy and 
will probably have even more free- 
dom under the new setup. He has 
answered mostly to the foreign 
managers committee, which will 
continue to be the case. 

O’Hara has been taking a more 
and more important part in the 
actual steering of MPA in the past 
few years. With Johnston busy on 
public ana other outside : ffairs, 





O’Hara has been taking a firmer | 
| grip on the helm and giving more 


time to it. O'Hara was Johnston's 
assistant when the latter was presi- 
dent of the U. S. Chamber of Com- 
merce and moved over to MPA 
with him in 1945. 

Earlier in their association at 
MPA (when Johnston very actively 
had his eye on the U. S. presi- 
dency), O’Hara spent much of his 
time handling personal public re- 
lations for Johnston. In recent 
years, however, he has turned 
more to the business side of MPA 
and had been actively handling 
many details himself. 

An ex-newspaperman, O'Hara 
will be 58 years old Feb. 5. He is 
a graduate of the Wharton School 
_of the University of Pennsylvania 
and Georgetown Law School. He 
was in the Marines in World War I 

















Continued from page 3 
execs are consequently believed to 
be following up Skouras’ survey. 
Twentieth’s interest in the sys- 
tem, which may lead to an outright 
buy, indicates the company will 


probably switch allegiance from the | 


RCA system. Twentieth had de- 
voted considerable money and time 
in helping develop the RCA unit 
with RCA engineers, and it had 
been thought it would be the sys- 
tem used when 20th eventually 
launches its string of theatre TV 
houses on the Coast. If the Swiss 
technique can be perfected within 
a reasonable period of time, how- 
ever, it’s believed 20th will utilize 
‘it exclusively. 

Swiss system operates on a prin- 
ciple of light reflection from glo- 
, bules of a liquid and can be utilized 


‘with carbon are projection, which | 


is said to give it more brightness 
than can be achieved with RCA’s 
Schmidt optical system. In addi- 
tion, the Swiss unit reportedly is 
adaptable to color, which is be- 
lieved to be anothcr of the reasons 
cueing 20th’s interest. 


,and then went with INS and 
| United Press Washington bureaus. 
He joined the Chamber of Com- 
merce in 1922 and became assist- 
ant to Johnston when the latter 
was elected president. 


Clark Moves With Johnston 
Washington, Jan. 23. 

Kenneth Clark, public informa- 
tion director for the MPAA, will 
take leave from the organization 
| to serve for a limited time as pub- 
‘lie relations adviser for the Eco- 
|nomic Stabilization Agency, under 
| Eric A. Johnston. 
| While the plan is to loan Clark 
for only several weeks, it’s known 
|the period may be stretched con- 
|siderably longer. During World 
| War II Clark was press relations 
| officer for the Fifth Army under 
| Gen. Mark Clark. 
During Clark’s absence the 
|MPAA post will be taken over by 
| Manning Claggett, member of the 
|p.r. staff. Also switching to the 
_ESA with Johnston are his two 
/secretaries, Merrie Smith 
| Mary Dancer. Otherwise, the 
; MPAA staff here remains intact. 


POSITION WITH PRINCE 


and | 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


While Dean Martin-Jerry Lewis comedy duo were figured on the 
basis of their TV appearances and past film performances to be hot at 
the b.o. at the moment, strength of their present draw in “At War 
With the Army” is proving a surprise in the trade. Even execs of 
Paramount, the distribs of the indie-made film, are pleasantly aston- 
ished. 

“Army,” based on the Fred F. Finklehoffe play, went into release 
|two weeks ago. On the basis of a string of engagements to date, it 
‘looks likely to be Par’s biggest black-and-white grosser in a number of 
| years. 

Unusual strength is indicated by Vartety’s roundup of key city gross 
figures (see page three), where pic has shot to number two of the list in 
only its second week and with relatively few bookings. Film is maiden 
production venture of Abner J. Greshler, who is associated with Finkle- 
hoffe in the production. 





Chicago’s exhibitors discovered last week that the local Hearst daily, 
the Herald-American, was lending a hand toward hypoing film busi- 
ness, if not insuring the longevity of its own amusement pages. 

Paper, which had been using two-line fillers throughout its film 
section proclaiming, “Movies Are Better Than Ever,” has dropped the 
slogan for a series of strategically placed two-line cantos. Current 
examples of its rhyme-conscious promotion staff are: “For a Refreshing 
Delight, See a Movie Tonight.” “To Make Life Bright, See a Movie 
Tonight.” ‘A Movie a Week For a Family Treat.” 

Fillers, in larger than usual type, have evoked only mild response 
from theatreowners. One exhib snidely pointed out that the message in 
one slogan, “Leave Your Worries at Home, Go To a Movie,” should be 
reversed for the owners themselves, to read: “Leave Your Worries at 
the Movies, Go Home.” 

Barring of Danish pic, “We Want a Child,” from entry into the 

U. S. by Bureau of Customs is giving rise to belief that there should 
|be a means of appealing Customs decisions. Columnist Paul Nathan, 
‘formerly of Paramount’s N. Y. story department, advances that idea 
in current issue of Publishers’ Weekly. 
* Nathan got assurance from Milton Fishman, deputy collector of the 
Bureau, that he and his staff are not censors. Under the Tariff Act, 
they only can bar foreign pix that are obscene, seditious or advocate 
use of contraceptives. Fishman said “Child” was banned because a 
complete birth scene might offend people. Nathan claims Customs 
exceeded its authority, unless it is assumed that process of human 
birth en the screen becomes obscene. 
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‘Miracle’ 
and it would not be surprising if,;to decide for themselves 
on account of such an event, the films they choose to attend, 
Church would urge the Catholic 
people to avoid attendance at the 
Music Hall in protest.” Crix, as a 
result, decided on the move to 
preclude such a boycott, but em- 
phasized their determination to go 
through with plans to present their 
award to the film. 

N. Y. state board of regents, 


meanwhile, voted unanimously Fri- 
day (19) to direct Joseph Burstyn, 

















what 


Madrid Rap 
Madrid, Jan, 23. 

Sharply criticizing the individ- 
uals who were behind the exhibi- 
tion of Roberto Rossellini’s ‘‘The 
Miracle” in New York, a promi- 
nent Spanish religious weekly last 
week urged Roman Catholics 
throughout the world to take firm 
action against Church-disapproved 


distributor of ‘“‘Miracle,” to show films. 
cause at a hearing next Tuesday In an editorial captioned “An- 
(30) why the film should not be other Insult to Woman.” Ecclesia 


banned as “sacrilegious.” It was 


; , at deplored films which “work against 
the first time in the state’s history 


, religion and also degrade wom- 
that the regents, who supervise en ” Publication is the organ 
licensing of all motion pictures of the Catholic Action Movement. 
shown in the state, had taken such [t quoted Pope Pius XII as saying 
a move. Decision for the hearing that the “problem of the cinema 
was based on a recommendation Of becomes more pressing every day.” 


a subcommittee, which had seen 
ELC in Black 


the picture last week. 
Continued from page 5 gam 


Saturday night’s bomb scare 

found 570 people in the theatre. 

They filed out orderly at the di- 
rection of police and stood in the 

street while the theatre was tion take of about $240,000 weekly 

in order to reach the break-even 

, point. Its operating expenses 

amount to around $73,000 per week. 

Hope now is to bring in more 


searched thoroughly. ‘Trio picket- 
quality product into the ELC fold. 


ing the pickets was arrested Sat- 

urday after one of them refused to 
Ultimate aim is one pic per month 
which is capable of reaching $1,- 


| budge when ordered to move by a 
000,000 in distribution gross. If 


policeman. N. Y. fire department 

{last week also added to the 

'“Miracle” publicity by accusing 

the Paris of violating safety rules 

by overcrowding the house. N. Y. this could be achieved, firm could 

Post commented on that edi- drop large amount of the lesser- 

torially: weight product which it is now 

| “Although the theatre has been handling. Thus, a more economical 

open since September, 1948, its operation could be effected. This, 

safety setup never became a burn- along with the boost ir rates, would 

ing issue until the dispute over put ELC more comfortably in the 

Bin mp ood . If the depart- black, it’s figured. 

ment’s elate interest in the , j 

Paris is unrelated to the debate Pg speray dere ahem nid 
dled by ELC prexy William C. Mac- 
Millen. Expected to play a large 
part in the future program is his 
recently-concluded deal with Fidel- 


over the film, we must conclude 
ity Pictures, which calls for the de- 


that it has been grossly negligent 
(in not getting around to the the- 

livery of 10 pix, each to be budget- 
ed at $500,000. 


atre until now ... (But) when fire 
MacMillen will leave N. Y. for 


chiefs become movie censors, we 
the Coast in about two weeks, pre- 


can all start running, not walking, 
to the nearest exit.” 

sumably on the prowl for other 
pacts. 


























Cites Freedom Rap 

Roman Catholic hierarchy is in- 
terfering with the “freedom of the 
|screen,” a New York Protestant | 
clergyman charged Sunday (21), 
| through its pressuring tactics on 
|public officials to clap a ban on 
“The Miracle.” Rev. Donald Har- 
rington, pastor of the Community 
Church, N. Y., pointed out that 
since the film is “neither obscene | 
nor a present danger to anyone 
there are no grounds for its being 
' banned.” 

In a sermon to his congregation, 
the Rev. Harrington held that 
“small but powerful pressure 
groups must not be allowed to de- 
termine what everyone can or can- 
not see and hear on the screen.” 








Breen on ‘Twist’ | 


believed he’s seeking only a limited 
amount of dialog deletion and 
scene cuts. Latter probably would 
be the closeups and silhouettes of 
“Fagin,” which emphasize his gro- 
tesque appearance. 

Meanwhile, since the differences 
with Breen developed, ELC has 
Pag no effort to license the film 
e or exhibition. Company policy was 
He cited the freedom of speech to await his and the MPAA hoard’s 


clause of the Bill of Rights as final decision and thereupon chart 
‘guaranteeing all citizens the right | its course, 
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‘Ravens 
OF THIS STORY IS NOT 
HUMPHREY BOGART... 
IT'S EVERY FIGHTING 

DISTRICT ATTORNEY 





This is the story of the 
double- fisted D.A.-the under- 
world labeled The Enforcer... 


a man who matched bullet for 
bullet with the nation’s most 


barbaric band of “killers-for- 
hire”! Thisisthescreen’s first 


Se i, story of the dynasty of death 
aati » merchants that sold murder 7 
im for a price...and the laws § 
countrywide killer-hunt that a 
i finally destroyed their : 
evilempire!” 
THE Most Vicious Worps IN CRIMEDOM me = 
DPA 0-4 hog leoedtiom tt! dats Ee BD 7 
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WB Domestic Theatre Coin 
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rentals jumped to $66,028,462 in 
the past fiscal year, from the 1949 
total of $63,920,000. 

Amortization of film costs were 
cut from $41,499,234 in the pre- 
ceding year to $39,08L,000 in 1950. 
Also, production advances which 
were listed as unrecoverable in 
1949 totaled $1,141,000, while this 
item was carried at only $40.000 
in 1950. 

‘VB plan of reorganization, as 
seni to the stockholders, gives no 
specific date for th. actual dissolu- 
tion ot the present parent corpora- 
tion and formation of the two new 
companies which will operate inde- 
pendently. However, the divorce- 
ment must be effected by April 4, 
1953, under the antitrust suit sct- 
tiement with the Department of 
Justice. 

initic] directorates and manage- 
ments for the two new firms are 
noi likely to be selected for some 
time. However, Harry, Jack and 
Albert Warner, who, with their 
families, control about 24% of the 
stock ownership, all are likely to 
remain at the helm cf the produc- 
tion-distribution outfit. 

Stock transfer will be on the 
basis of one half-si are in each of 
tie two firms in exchange for each 
full share now held. No fractional 
saares Will be issued, with a cash 
p \ment based on market value to 
be made to holders of a number of 
shares not equally divisible by two. 

Current WB Setup 

As for the physical makeup of 
the WB chain, it now comprises 456 
toertres. 2236 of which are owned 
in fee, 121 are leased and nine 
ave partly owned and partly leased. 
Of these 20 are presently closed 
and 10 ere involved in subleasing 
arcangements. 

Circuit is required to divest it- 
seli of 54 houses within the next 
two vears, on the basis of half that 
number each year. Thereafter, di- 
vesiiture of an additional number, 
not to exceed 27, may be required 
as a means of freeing competition 


in various areas. 
Theatre company’s pro forma 
st:tement lists current assets at 


$:1.132,868. as against current lia- 
bi ittes of $7.421.912. Cash and 
Government securities amount to 
$19,791,172. Capital stock and 
surplus of the theatre company 
are listed at $80.423,375. 

Picture company, in addition to 
production, will engage in distri- 
bution throughout the world, op- 
erate its own laboratories in N. Y.., 
Burbank and London. Also, out- 
fit. through subsidiaries, will own 
a 37'2°o interest in Associated 
British Pictures Corp., which op- 
erates more than 400 theatres in 
the British Isles, and engages in 
production and distribution. 

Foreign subsids will continue to 
operate a theatre in London and 
three in South America. Picture 
firm also will own the music com- 
panies, Witmark, Harms, Inc., and 
Remick. 

Picture firm, as of last Aug. 31. 
had total current assets of $49.- 
697,318, including $15,191,424 in 


ce 
‘ 








cash and Government securities. 
Current liabilities were $8,599,799. 
Capital stock and surplus were 
listed at $49,730,285. 

Warner will transfer to the the- 
atre firm, in addition to all do- 


mestie exhibition assets, sufficient | 


cash and Government securities so 
that the new firm’s balance sheet 
shall show a ratio of not less than 
l'» to 1 of current assets to cur- 
rent liabilities. All other assets go 
to the pic firm. 

Major reported bank indebted- 
ness in the amount of $9.546,000. 
One-fourth of whatever portion of 
ihis is remaining at the time of 
divorcement will be the responsi- 
bility of the theatre outfit, with 
the balance shifting to the pic 
company. 

Circuit will be liable for any 
damages stemming from private 
trust suits which involve only the 
theatres. Where only distribution 
is involved, the new pic firm will 
take the responsibility. Where 
both branches of the major are 
defendants in a suit, responsibility 
will be set on the basis of 85°o for 
the circuit and 15% for the new 
distrib company. 

Other business set for the stock- 
holders’ meeting is the reelection 
of five board members. They are 
Samuel Carlisle, 
Friedman, Charles S. Guggenheim- 
er, Samuel Schneider and Morris 
Wolf. Other directors were re- 
elected last February for two-year 
terms. 








| Rawstock Waste | 
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caution to eliminate wastage, make 
every foot of film count, they have 
nothing to worry about. 

“It is true that we are using 
more rawstock today than we did 
during World War II. Television 
Stations probably represent the 
inost important new user in this 
field. However, we must remem- 
ber, too, that our production is at 
an alitime high.” 


Golden's Top NPA Film Post 
Washington, Jan. 23. 

Appointment of Natha D. Gold- 
en as director of the motion pic- 
ture-photographie products division 
of National Production Authority, 
Was announced yesterday (Mon.). 
Golden, who has been acting direc 
tor of the division up to now, will 
be responsible for developing pro- 
grams to provide fos the smooth 
flow of photographic goods in re- 
armament and in essential indus- 
try. 

Golden has been for years chief 
of the motion picture division of 
the Commerce Department’s Bu- 
reau of Foreign and Domestic Com- 
merce. During World War II he 
was motion picture equipment con- 
sultant for the War Production 
Board and Coordinator of Inter- 
American Affairs. He has served 
the Government abroad _ several 
times in international motion pic- 
ture matters, - : 





Pro forma statements sent to Warner Bros. stockholders offer a 
breakdown on earnings of the major’s theatre operations in the 


United States and Canada 


along 


with, separately, profits and 


Josses which would have been shown by production-distribution if 


operated independently of the circuit. 


for the past 10 years: 
Net profit 
exclusive of net 
capital gains 
or losses and 


Following is the summary 


Year beforé federal 
Ending income and Net capital 

Aug. excess profits gains or 
31 taxes (lasses) Net profit 

THEATRE COMPANY 
194] $2,895,711 ‘$ 250,751) $1,344,960 
1942 9,029,158 ( 732,204) 4.546.954 
eas 13,373,915 ( 4,555,990) 3.317.925 
Sn: aseuass 13,509,479 ( 5,195,720) 3,413,759 
eee 15,537,591 ( 26.853) 5,310,738 
1946 eae 21,137,274 ( 3.913) 10.333 ,361 
ear 21,750,121 146,023 12.996,144 
1948 19,814,389 369 433 12,083,822 
er 16.198,087 629.852 10.327 ,939 
oe rere 8.564.070 1,379,271 6,143,341 

PICTURE COMPANY 
| ee Cree $4.332.693 ($ 206,379) $3,820,314 
ee: +40 4508 8,424,167 420 3,924,587 
De Keesens 13,291,790 18.768 4.920.558 
ere 11,772,438 2,265 3.539,703 
Bee webaeas 9,316,942 1,773,883 4.590.825 
FO +scees. 16,748,453 42.836 9,091,289 
ME. éakeaan 15,467,468 31,367 9.098 835 
| See (171.972) 74.003 (246.569) 
ee ‘ (108,874) 247,469 138,595 
0) ere 6.546,038 82.278 4.128.316 


Stanleigh P., 


|TV Saturation Off For 
‘Helmet’ Due to Cost 


Planned television saturation 
campaign for the N. Y. opening of 
/“The Steel Helmet” at Loew’s 
State today ‘Wed.), has been called 
off because of the cost. Marty 
Weiser, Lippert ad-pub director, 
had planned to blanket the N. Y. 
metropolitan area as he did for the 
Coast opening of the film. 

However, campaign which cost 
$5.000 on the Coast, would cost be- 
tween $13,000 and $14.000 to dupli- 
cate in N. Y. As a result, Weiser 
has shifted his advertising budget 


to hit hard via radio, eliminating 
the video campaign. Remainder 
of the successful L. A. campaign 


is being duplicated by Loew's in 
N. Y., with teaser ads currently 
running in all N. Y. dailies. 
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Trosper; “Gunfighter,” screenplay 
by William Bowers and William 
Sellers, from story by Bowers and 
Andre De Toth; “Rio Grande,” 
screenplay by James Kevin Mc- 
Guinness, story by James Warner 
Bellah: “Ticket to Tomahawk,” by 


Mary Loos and Richard Sale; 
“Winchester 73,” screenplay by 
Robert L. Richards and Borden 
Chase from story by Stuart N. 
Lake. 

Best written American musical 
—‘Annie Get Your Gun,” by Sid- 


ney Sheldon from legiter by Her- 
bert, Dorothy Fields; ““My Blue 
Heaven,” screenplay by Lamar 
Trotti and Claude Binyon from S. 
K. Lauren story: “Summer Stock,” 
George Wells and Seymour Gom- 
berg from Gomberg story; “Three 
Little Words,” screenplay by 
George Wells based on lives of 
Bert Kalmar and Harry Ruby; 
“West Point Story.” John Monks, 
Jr.. Charles Hoffman and Irving 
Wallace, from story by Wallace. 

Robert Meltzer Award for screen- 
play niost ably dealing with prob- 
lems of American scene—“ Asphalt 
Jungle.” “Broken Arrow,” “The 
Men,” “No Way Out.” Joseph L. 
Mankiewicz, Lesser Samuels and 
“Panic in Streets.” 


s 











Stars Into TV 
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said, has not only cut’down their 
audience, but has prevented them 
from acquiring a number of prop- 
erties to which film rights have 
already been acquired by Holly- 
wood. In addition, Gibbs said, both 
the stars and studios have nixed 
shows that might be kinnied 
through fear that the process 
would not show off their proper- 
ties to best advantage. 


Now, however, he declared, it’s 
understood that some of the, major 
film companies not only would 
okay live shows, but are ready to 
offer pack.uge deals for use of their 
‘stars and properties. If that is true, 
the first’ major video dramatic se- 
ries to originate live on the Coast 
could probably establish the same 
kind of a deal with the studios 
jas that now enjoyed by “Lux Ra- 
'dio Theatre.” Gibbs said that Nep- 
tune has retained the right in its 
contract with NBC and Luckies to 
move to the Coast any time the 
relay facilities are ready. In addi- 


} 


tion, he said, with the number of | 


new properties that would become 
available, there’s a good chance 
that the show would go to a once- 
' weekly basis, instead of the alter- 
|nate week setup under which it 
now operates. 








DuPont Prices 
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linear feet, including excise tax. | 


|Former price was $43.76. Price of | 


35m safety sound film jumps from | 
$19.85 to $21.53 per thousand feet, | 


|while release positive rises from 


$13.66 to $16.22. 


In the 16m bracket, safety nega- | 
tive climbs to $27.60 per thousand 
feet from $24.15. Safety sound) 
moves from $10.45 to $12.65, while 
safety positive goes to $10.35 from 
$8.12. 


In the nitrate category, 35m 
‘negative jumps from $39.78 to 
$44.74. New nitrate sound price 


per thousand feet is $18.46, a hike | 
from $16.47. Nitrate positive high | 
speed goes from $13.08 to $14.54. 

Meanwhile, supply of raw stock | 


appears plentiful, with no pros- | 
pects for rationing or curtailment. 
of output. ' 








Pix Buying Legits 








purchase of books and originals as 
source material for films. 


The backing away from Broad- 


2 ; i 
way began in 1947-48, when the: rights reserved by ba via the fine 


screws were turned down hard in 


Hollywood in the interest of econ- , 


omy. It was felt that prices being 
asked for legiters were much too 
high, and that, in any event, a great 
many of them proved disappoint- 
ing at the b.o. when transposed to 
celluloid. 

Kramer and Wald-Krasna have 
turned to this story source at least 
partly as a result of pressure tor 
material. Both units are going 
into expanded production programs 
and so are forced to reach out for 
potential yarns. Majors likew.se 
are widening their slates and so 
are expected to follow the indies’ 
suits as the shelves’ from which 
they have been pulling many old 
properties become denuded. 

Kramer Looks to Four Plays 

Kramer either has bought or is 
in advanced negotiation for four 
plays. Three of them are impor- 
tant Broadway properties and one 
was produced in London last sea- 
son. Still running on the Stem 
are “The Happy Time” and “Mem- 
ber of dhe Wedding,” while “Death 
of a Salesman” recently closed and 
is now on tour. The British play 
is “Four Poster,” a two-character 
drama, 

Wald-Krasna have bought Clif- 
ford Odets’ oldie, “Clash by Night,” | 
and “Time for Elizabeth,” which 
Krasna himself wrote for the stage. 
Hal Wallis, another indie, who re- 
leases through Paramount, has ae- 
quired last season's “Come Back, 
Little Sheba,” while director Elia 
Kazan and writer Arthur Miller 
have acquired for inclusion in a 
package deal with their own serv- 
ices a 1939 play by Paul Osborn, 
“Mornings’ at Seven.” It ran only 
44 performances. 

Major company buys in the past 
couple months have been limited 
to three. RKO has acquired “The 


Man,” Warner Bros. has bought 
“Where's Charley?,”” musical ver- 


sion of “Charley's Aunt” and Para- 
mount has taken rights to “Aaron | 
Slick of Punkin Crick.” “Slick” is | 
a kind of fluke, a corny satire that | 
never reached Broadway, although 
it is reputed to have had more per- 
formances than any other play in 
American theatre history. 

Being readied now or in produc- 
tion are a half-dozen pix derived 
from plays. They are Paramount’s 
“Detective Story.’ Metro's ‘Strict- | 
lv Dishonorable,” “Show Boat” and 
“Kind Lady,” and Warners’ ‘‘Good- 
bye, My Fancy” and “Streetcar 
Named Desire.” 

Recently-released pix from legit- 
ers number eight. They include 
Metro's “Magnificent Yankee,” Co- 
lumbia’s “Born Yesterday,” Univer- 
sal’s “Harvey” and “Operation Dis- 
aster” (from a London play of 
1946), Paramount's “At War With 
the Army,” 20th-Fax’s “Call Me 
Mister” and Kramer's “Cyrano de 
Bergerac.” 

All of the above have been re- 
leased in the past month or two. 
Hollywood's distaste for legit two 
and three years ago was reflected 
in the dearth of plays-into-films re- 
leased earlier in 1950. They in- 
cluded only Metro’s “Annie Get 
Your Gun” and WB's “Glass Me- 
nagerie.” 


Pickford-Chaplin 
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! 
swer at all. Too many previous | 
negotiators for control of the dis- | 


_tributing compay have seen their | 


deais go inexplicably awry at the! 


, last moment for that to cause any | 


surprise. 


| 


ducers from a billings basis to 


| money actually received by UA. 


Company is also reported during 


_the past week to have informed 
——— Continued from page 1 Saeee! | 
‘coin for national advertising, as it 
, has done in the past. 


producers it will no longer lay out 


As with the 
shift on payoff from the billings 
basis, the move in line with 


print in its contracts. 


In any event, the national ad 
edict appears to mean little at the 
moment, since there’s no new 
product. That’s why the losses 
now being suffered by the com- 
pany are particularly significant. 
There are no pix in prospect to 
build income, and present grosses 
will naturally dwindle as films con- 
tinue to play off. 

McNamee’s Demands 

Producers won't deliver their 
negatives despite registered letters 
from prexy Frank L. McNamee 
last week demanding that they do 
so under terms of their contracts. 
Harry Povkin is currently in a 
hassle with the company on this 


point. (See separate story.) 
Still in the background in ef- 


forts to acquire the company is 
Jacques Grinieff, foreign pic im- 
porter and financier. He report- 
ediy has been trying to interest 
George J. Schaefer in going along 
with him. He is already under- 
stood to have lined up the interest 
of George Bagnall, which would 
give him a strong operating combe 
if he cou'd push his plan through, 
However, that appears unlikely un- 
less the Krim deal fizzles. 

Schaefer is a former prez of UA, 
as well as of RKO. He has been 
close to the company’s affairs re- 
cently as the rep of producer Stan- 
ley Kramer. Bagnall is former UA 
v.p. in charge of production on the 
Coast. 

Krim deal ealls for Heller & Co, 
Chicago financing outfit, to ad- 
vance aimost $3,500,000 in operat- 
ing funds and production coin to 
float indies. Krim and Benjamin 
would have management control 
for a long term of years and an 
option on 50°) of the company’s 
stock, with Miss Pickford and 
Chaplin staying in as equal part- 
ners. 


Chaplin Back on Coast 
Hollywood, Jan, 23. 

Charles Chaplin returned to the 
Coast over the weekend after a 
brief trip to New York. Although 
he saw Arthur Krim while there, 
principal purpose of his visit is 
understood to have been in con- 
nection with casting of pic which 
he is planning. 

Mary Pickford, who was to have 
gone east last week, changed her 
plans at the last moment and has 
remained here. She's said to be 
figuring on heading for New York 
shortly. 

Meantime, the 


with Krim- 


‘Robert S. Benjamin-Walter Heller 


deal for takeover of UA appar- 
ently stalled, indie producers dis- 


tributing through the company in- 


structed attorneys to meet today 
‘Tues.) to map individual and joint 
court action. They maintain their 
product and finances are being 
jeopardized by UA’s_ precarious 
position and they want to force 
the situation to a head. 


20th Strike Vote 
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committee asked for reinstatement 
of fired employees, revisions of 
contract so as to include security 
clause and wage increases across 
the board. Of immediate concern 
is the security clause, as current 
pact has until Oct. 22 to run. SPG 
charged violation of contract as 
union was not notified of intended 
retrenchment as specified in agree- 
ment, 2 

Stewards from other SPG units 











; company. Company’s gross income | 


‘attended Monday night’s meeting 
Income Down to $160,000 and voted to support the 20th-Fox 
The only thing that appeared group. Picketing of theatres play- 
certain was that Chaplin and Miss | ing 20th pictures is under consid- 
Pickford would have to take some! eration. Herman Temple is presi- 
action in a hurry to preserve their | dent of 20th’s unit. 
Reports were’ widespread 
was reportedly down to about jthroughout the 20th organization 
$160,000 last week. That would| Monday that the cuts in the pub- 
Rive it approximately $45,000 as its | ad staff were only a starter on ex- 
share, which would mean a net op- tensive economies and that there’d 
erating loss of almost $30,000. soon be serious lopping of heads in 
This going om for week afterall other departments. This was 
week is chewing into cash and/borne out in a statement by a top 
other liquid assets and obviously | exec, who declared: “Wherever we 
can’t continue. Fact that UA has! can save money, we'll do it.” 
been able to carry the load as long; He added that the personnel 
as it has is a surprise to the trade,' slash was not a direct result of a 


| although the company has found it \dip in profits. There was no par- 


necessary to change some of its; ticular reason for retrenchment to 
procedures to keep all its pay-|come at this time, he said, except 
ments current. One big lifesaver |that periodic tightening up of op- 
has been a switch on payoff to pro-: erations was necessary. 
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! ‘We’ re using big type for this 
news that’s big...and red Hot! 












DEAN 


| MARTIN 
| AT WAR WITH THE 
| ARMY-PARAMOUNTS 
| BIGGEST GROSSER IN 
| THE LAST 5 YEARS!! 
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$M Biggest that Paramount | 
has had since 1946 including 








Ly 

. With one excep- | . , 

: oa: oF aaa: “The Paleface”! Check Milwaukee, 
_ the biggest of ; 

‘ ia oped Buffalo, New Orleans, Providence, 
1g 

x SAMSON AND with POLLY BERGEN ~ 

: DELILAH Executive Producer Abn Hartford, New Haven, Portland, 
ol ' Walker + Written for the Screen 


and Produced by Fred F. 
Finklehoffe *« Songs by Mack 
b- David and Jerry Livingston 


Richmond! In fact, any engage- 
ment anywhere! You'll be amazed! 
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NEW YORK 


Dan S. Terrell, Metro exploita- 
tion chief, back in N. Y. after a 
Coast visit. 

Resignation of Fred Lahrmer as 
city manager in Lancaster, O., for 


Jamestown Amus. Co. ‘Shea cir- 
cuit) brought about a personnel 
shuffle in eight cities where the 
chain has outlets Jack Baum- 
gardt, former city manager in 
Westfield, Mass., took over Lahr- 
mer’s old post.” Armand Pepin, 
c.m. in Conneaut, O moved to 
Westfield 

Robert, Limbaugh, manager of 


Shea’s theatre, Geneva, O., switched 
to Conneaut as city manager. Ray 
MacNealy, manager of Shea’s Or- 
pheum, McKees Rocks, Pa., re- 
piaced Limbaugh at Shea’s, Ge- 
neva. William Kibrige, assistant 
manager in New Philadelphia, O., 
named manager of McKees Rocks 
house. 

Tom Durkin, assistant manager 
of Ashtabula, O.. shifted to Dover, 
©... as ¢ ily manager Tom Turley 
assistant manager at Dover. moved 


to Durkin’s old post in Ashtabula. 
Leonard Freund, executive of 


Century Theatres for last 25 years, 
resigned to take a top post with 
Monty MacLevy's slenderizing | 
saitons and dance studios. Freund } 
will direct advertising and promo-} 
tion. 


Maurice Silverstein, Latin Amer- 
ica regional director for Loew’s 
International, away from N. Y. 
on eight-week tour of company of- 


1S 


fices and theatres in Central and 
South America 

Fifth and final regional meeting 
of Paramount bookers wound up 


Sunday (21) at Warwick Hotel here. 





Film Row 


listed in Navy; will be succeeded 
by Shirley Travis. 

Hjalmar Randgaard shifted from 
manager of Ridge theatre, Breck- 
enridge, N. D., to Ely, Ely, Minn. 
Succeeds Don Wiese, awaiting call 
to service. 

John Schannon bought 
theatre, Amery, Wis. 

Walter Branson, western sales 
managel and Herb Greenblatt, 
district manager of RKO, in for 
conterences | 
Apparently unsuccessful in get-| 
ting major disfributors’ sales Man- | 
agers to adopt its proposed new 
selling plan designed to lessen per- 
centages and thus lower film costs, 
although still not admitting defeat 
after its committee’s conferences 
in New York, North Central Allied 
now charges most film companies 
with “a country-wide ruthless and 
destructive drive” for still further 
increased rentals. 

For first time in its histery, Min- 
nesota Amus Co. (Paramount cir- 
cuit) leased its 4,000-seat Radio 
City for an outside attraction. Min- 
neapolis Chapter of Hadassah, in 
association with American Fund 
for Israel Institutions, takes over 
big house on a rental the night of 
Feb. 17 for the local appearance 
of Israel] Philharmonic Orchestra. 


BOSTON 

Samuel Pinanskl, head of 
American Theatres Corp. here, has 
plans for a revolutionary type of 
theatre which adds an open-air 
plant to the conventional type of 
house. Proposed unit is set for 
construction at circuit's Embassy 
in Waltham. 

Proposed addition of an ozoner 
to the Embassy is an attempt to 


Amery 


| 
Sail€S 


Two-day session was attende J ~ . 

hah te. aaa a pag Ae ‘recapture that segment of family | 

we rs eteeden * trade that is lost because of eco- 

Boston, New Haven. Albany and of Capra 

Buffalo branches Previous “ book- nomic reasons. d : 
>. re geste Ah gale ; New 200-car plant is skedded for | 

ers’ huddles were held in Pitts- ..°: . . . 

burgh. New Orleans. Chicago.and | *Ptng 08 2 lot at rear of theatre. 

ppt iis Cage. ane Both the conventional Embassy | 
Los Angeles. 


MINNEAPOLIS 















Jerry Weisfeldt, former branch 
office manager for Fox here. back 
to Army as a lieutenant. 

Marvin Anderson, manager of 
Fargo theatre, Fargo. N. D., en- 
= a 

Pea” ' 

+4 4. 

it , : 

\\ There's | 

ij | 

i only one | 





\\ Lord Tarleton 





The entire blockfront 


of ocean-privacy 


( 40th to 44st Sts. 

1 COMPLETELY 

1} AIR-CONDITIONED 

hi Reservations, — 
Walter Jacobs 





' 
i 
; 


} 
} 





em 


| 





4 ENGINE DOUGLAS DC-4S 
Direct from La Guardia and Newark 
MAME | 
$39.00 


Curtis $35 


| 
I 
} 
| 


CHICAGO $24 


SQRcarirornias 7 D 
RTH AMERICAN 


Ll og NO 
VY. AIRLINES 


Free Ticket Del’y, Irr. Flights, plus taz 
BRyant 9-6492 

503 5th Ave. (Ent. 42nd St.) Suite 100 

BROOKLYN BRONX 

UL 5-3888 LU 4-0607 


Hotel St. George 2488 Gr. Conceurse 
Clark Street (FordhamRd) Rm 328 


TRAVEL AGENTS RECOGNIZED 
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»PORTSERVICE CORP 
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|out of booking 


and its drive-in annex will be oper- 
ated under identical policies, giv-| 
ing patrons the option of seeing 
same show inside the theatre or 
from their autos. 

Acting on premise that house 
managers know more about their 
own theatres than distribs, Shea's 
State theatre, Manchester, N. H., 
talked 20th-Fox Boston exchange 
“All About Eve” 
on a run that would 
Sunday. New twist also was adopt- 
ed by playing pic on a two-a-day, 
regular -admission price, unre- 
served-seat policy on last half of 
week. 


Result was that Wednesday- | 
through-Saturday gross hit esti- 


mated $4,000. Normal four-day 
take on last half of week for this 
house is around $1,200. 


PITTSBURGH 


Lou Hanna, of Film Row, ac- 
quired the Metropolitan in Bloom- 


field under a long-term lease from 
Lou Kaufman, who has withdrawn 


|his ad distributing business. House | 
| will be managed by Maurice Fruh- | 


linger, half-owner of Silver Drive- 
In near Windber. 


y Governor James H. Duff. 

John Malco, owner of 
Heights, will run the house himself 
when it reopens shortly after ex- 
tensive renovations. 

December winners in WB's Pitts- 
burgh.zone in national three-month 
showmanship drive for managers 
were: Bob Bowman, Erie, first 
place; and second-placers, Joe 
Freeman, Johnstown; Frank Brown, 


Titusville, and Bob Nielson, State | 


| College. 

| Pennsylvania Bar Assn., meeting 
j here last week and sent 600 dele- 
gates to midnight screening of 


atre, 
Percentage actions filed here last 


Jaffurs, Jr., and Wilmer Enter- 
prises, Inc., by seven distributors. 
Companies asking for accounting 
were WB, RKO, Universal, Para- 
mount, 20th-Fox, UA and Loew’s. 


DALLAS 


Paul Short, one-time division 





| Manager for National Screen Serv- | 


| ice and more recently a Hollywood 
| filmmaker, rejoined NSS as divi- 
| sion manager. He will headquarter 
| in Dallas. 
Arthur Mayer invited to be guest 
speaker at Allied of Texas conven- 
| tion here at Adolphus Hotel, Jan. 
| 29-30. Both Mayer and R. J. 
| O'Donnell, veepee of the Interstate 
, Theatre circuit are expected to at- 


include a 


the | 


“Magnificent Yankee” at Penn the- | 


week against James Jaffurs, Rich- | 
ard E. Brown, William Anast, John | 


tend and explain the COMPO pro- 


ram. 

Sylvan Barry, former manager 
of the Varsity, named manager of 
Fiesta Drive-In operated by the 
Apollo Amus. Co. in San Antonio. 

Clyde Allen named manager of 
recently opened Ridglea theatre in 
Ft. Worth by Interstate. He was 
manager of Parkway. 

John Monroe, manager of Video 


| 


‘ 


' Malone” 


Independent Theatres at Cuero for | 


more than four years to take over 


similar post for circuit at Hugo, 


Okla. 

Four-month strike of operators 
at five East Texas Theatre Circuit 
houses in Baytown and La Porte 
settled amicably. 


PHILADELPHIA 


Ted Schlanger, new Chief Barker 
of Variety Club here, appointed 
James Ashcraft, recently retired 
Metro flack, to the publicity post 
‘for forthcoming Variety Clubs In- 
ternational convention. 

The Crescent theatre in South- 
west Philly, shuttered. The Frolic, 
which closed early in December, 
is’nmow a laundry. Dave Moliver’s 
houses, the Regis and Gem, are 
playing weekends only. 


Bud Freeman, Ellis Circuit’s dis | 


trict manager, resigned to go into 
the food industry. 

Edward D. Ellis, Ao ™: 
Ellis chain, has quit 
to go into an importing and ex- 
porting business with Donald 
O’Donnell, fermerly with Univer- 
sal. 

Bill Wolf and Joe Conway, who 
recently took over the Wayne, Ger- 
mantown, acquired the Strand, 
Wilmington, Del., formerly owned 
by Ben Schindler. 

Jack Smith resigned as manager 
of Sam Hyman’s Cameo to take 
charge of the Steifel and Blumberg 
Senate. 

Carman theatre, which scrapped 
variety shows several months ago, 
returns to vaude policy this week. 

DENVER 
(Continued from page 8) 
(M-G) (5th wk). Fine $9,000. Last 

week, $10,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 40-80) 
—‘Branded” (Par) (2d wk). Okay 
$10.500. 
$16,000. 


of the 





Denver (Fox) (2,525; 40-80) — 
“Halls of Montezuma” (20th) and 
“Gasoline Alley” (Col), day-date 


with Esquire. Big $18,500. Last 


week, “Frenchie” (U) and “Tougher ¢19 900, Last week 


They Come” (Col), $16,000. 
Esquire (Fox) (742; 40-80) 
“Halls of Montezuma” (20th) and 
“Gasoline Alley” (Col), also Den- 
iver. Big $3,500. Last 
| “Frenchie” (U) and “Tougher They 

| Come” (Col), $3,000. 


(M-G) and “Hunt Man 
(RKO). Smash $20,000. Last 


“Kim” 
Down” 


week, “Watch Birdie” ‘(M-G) and wk). Very steady $15,000 after big 


‘Border Ranger” (Lip), $14,000. 


| 


film industry | 


Last week, near-recor@’ ¢4 909 for this small-seater. 


week, $5,000 


Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 40-80) — 4 days with $2,200. 


4 
i 


Paramount (Fox) ‘2,200; 40-80)— | 


“Stage to Tucson” (Col) and “At- $2.40)—“Cyrano” (UA). Big $8.000 
(Rep). | for two-a-day and upped scale. 
Poor $5,500. Last week, “Emer-| Last week, “Trio” (Par) (8th wk), 
gency Wedding” (Col) and “Pygmy okay $4,000 at regular prices. 


lantic City Honeymoon” 


| Island” (Col), $6,500. 


| 


Dawn” (Col), $4,000. 


; : | Vogue (Pike) (600; 40-80) — “Il | “Seven Days to Noon” (Indie). May | 
| George C. Sarvis, Warren, Pa., | Trovatore” (Indie). Good $2,500. be record breaker at hot $10,000. 
theatre manager, named justice of Last week, reissue. 

eace for the borough of Warren | 


‘ing Missile’ (Col) and “Blondie” 
(Col), also. Aladdin, Tabor. Slim 
| $1,500. 
caneers” (Col) and “Midnight and 
'Dawn” (Col), $1,700. 


LOS ANGELES 


(Continued from page 8) 
| (L.A. Par only) (2d wk-3 days), 
| $5,400. 
| Orpheum ‘Metropolitan) (2,210; 
| 70-$1.10) — “Winslow Boy” ‘EL) 
/(2d run) with Dick Contino, Nick 
| Lucas onstage. Modest 
| Last week, “Outrage” (RKO) and 
Patrol” (RKO) 





, “Rio Grande 


Last week, “Last of Buc- | 


} 


Tabor (Fox) (1,967; 40-80)—“Fly- “Operation Pacific” (WB). Impres- | 
wer |ing Missile” (Col) and “Blondie” | sive 
from exhibition to concentrate OM | (Co}), also Aladdin, Webber. Drab since last August. Last week, “Mid- | 
$3,000. Last week, “Last of Bucca- night and Dawn” (Col), disappoint- 
neers” (Col) and “Midnight and ing $9,500. 


Webber (Fox) (750; 40-80)—“Fly- , ‘3d wk), $3.500 in 6 days. 


| 


j 


Rockefeller Center t 

Port.; ‘Storm’ Strong 8G “THE MAGNIFICENT # 
Wiest Portland, Ore., Jan. 23. YANKEE" +. 
irst-run houses are loaded starring > 

i : Lo , 
and His spelling solid boxotaen, } pty wtrocremmynatener eture 
s : oxoffice. a 
“Branded” is out in front while 2 US Seectaculer Stege Presentation § 


| 


| 


$15,000. | —‘‘Pagan Love Song” (M-G) and 


| 
{ 


(8 | 


days), slight $13,600 with Hawaii | 


and Beverly Hills Musie Hall. 

United Artists, Ritz, Vogue, 
Studio City, Culver (UA-FWC) 
, (2,100; 1,370; 883; 880; 1,145; 70- 
$1.10)—"‘Steel Helmet” ‘Lip) and 
“3 Desperate Men” ‘Lip) (2d wk). 
| Nice $20,000. Last week, rousing 
, $34,500. 
| Four Star (UA) (900; 70-90) — 
|“Magnificent Yankee” (M-G) 
| Wk). 
week, up to $3,300. 

Fine Arts (FWC) (677: $1.20- 
2.40)—“Cyrano” (UA) (10th 
| Into 10th frame today (Tues.) after 
smart $6,000 last week 
| Beverly Canon (ABC) (520; 
$1.20) — “Trio” (Par) ‘(5th wk). 
Steady $4,500. Last week, $4,700. 





Beth Brown’s yarn, “Insurance 
Investigator,” slated for production 
i by Republic, 





(5th | 
Pushing up to $3,500. Last. 
_and “Everybody's Dancin’ ” (Indie), 


wk). | 


/“Pagan Love Song” and “Storm 


/$7,000. Last week, 
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OMAHA ‘Pitt Perks; ‘With Army’ 


(Continued from page 


eae ms and “Dial 1119" Giant $23,500, ‘Storm’ : 
Nice 176; ‘Grande’ 86, 2d 


Paramount (Tristates) (3,000; 16- 

» — “Grounds for Rp iter MP 

(M-G). Fair $9,500. ast week, +: 4 

“Dallas” (WB), $11,000. Pittsburgh, Jan. 23. 
Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-70.—'! Golden Triangle has a wow box- 





“Emergency Wedding” agg eee office bet this week in “At War 
“The Great Manhunt” (Col). Gooc os id Pea 
$6500. Last week. “Never Dull With the Army” at Penn. Storm 
Moment” (RKO). $6,000. Warning at the Stanley also 
State (Goldberg) (865; 20-75)— shapes well. “Rio Grande” hold- 
“Next Voice” (M-G) and “‘Counter-' ;,, 2 . =e - 
spy” (Mono). Good at $5,000. Last ae ey Ah ances Puen 
week, “Mr. Music” (Par) (3d wk), on —_—" 
fine $4,000. Estimates for This Week 
Omaha (Tristates) (2,100; 16-70)| Fulton (Shea) - (2,700; 50-85)— 
—"Dallas” (WB) (m.o.) and “Ali- “Rio Grande” (Rep) (2d wk). Teed 
mony” (EL). Not so good $6,500. off fine this stamza with solid $8,- 
Last week, “D.O.A.” (UA) and 900 likely, Last week, smash 
“Champagne for Caesar” (UA), $12,000. 
$7,000. Harris (Harris) (2,200; 50-85)— 
“Great. Manhunt” (Col). This 
Douglas . Fairbanks, Jr., picture 


‘Cyrano’ $8,000, ‘Pacific’ 
166, Both Big in D. C. 


Washington, Jan. 23. 
Town's art houses are currently 


was originally released as “State 
Secret” but change of title doesn't 
seem to be helping. Crix gave it 
a real send-off but they aren't 
buying. Fair $7,000 in 6 days, 
coming out day ahead*of full week 





making boxoffice news. “Seven for “Born Yesterday” (Col>. Last 
Days to Noon” at Trans-Lux, | week, “Frenchie” (U), $9,500. 

sparked by preem at National) Penn (Loew’s) (3,300: 45-80)— 
Press Club and volley of critical “At War With Army” (Par). Got 


kudos, looms _ record-breaking. 
“Cyrano,” playing the Playhouse 
at roadshow scale, opened big de- 
spite a generally lukewarm press. 
“Operation Pacific” at the Warner, 
hypoed by a glittering military 
brass at preem, shapes hefty, with 
possibility that it will break a five- 
month record. Most other spots 
are on the mild side. 


Estimates for This Week 
Capitol ‘Loew’s) (2,434; 44-90)— 
“Three Husbands” (UA) plus vaude 


smash weekend, with first two days 
accounting for. almost $10,000. 
Means a, terrific $23,500 on week. 
Last week, “Grounds for Marriage” 
(M-G), $10,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3.800: 50-85)— 
“Storm Warning” (WB). This one’s 
teeing off in Pittsburgh territory 
with test campaigns varying in dif- 
, ferent sectors. Catching on here 
and helped by big push from crix. 
Neat $17,000 or over. Last week, 
“Mr. Music” (Par), $18,500. 


headed by Georgia Gibbs on stage.| w (Ww ( * 50-85)— 
Slow $17,000 likely. Last week, oye Musi’ tPat tee.) Bing 
‘Grounds for Marriage” ‘M-G),’ Crosby hit still has considerable 
plus Arthur Godfrey Scouts on gtrength left, sock $9.000 looms. 
stage, sock $28,000 and over hopes. Last week, “Underworld Storv” 
Dupont ‘Lopert) (375; 50-85) — (UA) and “Admiral Was a Lady” 
“Difficult Years” (Indie). Sturdy (YA), $5,000. 


Last 
(U) 
(reissues) 





-— 


week, “Tight Little 
and “Seventh Veil” 
2d wk), $2,200. 

Keith’s (RKO) 


Island” 
(U) 


CHICAGO 


(1.939: 44-80) —| ‘Continued from page 9) 


“Never Dull Moment” (U). Nice For Marriage” (M-G) and “Next 
. “Harvey” (U) Voice” (M-G) (2d wk), $11,500. 
(3d wk), very bright $13,000 for ,,Woods (Essaness) (1.073; 98) — 


“Born Yesterday” (Col). Great 
$36,000. Last week, “For Heaven’s 
Sake” (20th) (4th wk), $9,000. 

World (Indie) (587; 80)—‘Bitter 
Rice” (Indie) (3d wk). Big $6,500. 
' Last week, $7,500. 

Ziegfeld (Lopert) (434; 98) 
“Great Manhunt” (Col). Opens 
today ‘(Tues.). Last week, “Trio” 
(Par) (9th wk), fine $4,000. 


final 10 days. 

Metropolitan (Warner) (1,163; 44- 
74)—"Dallas” (WB) (2d run). Good 
in 8 days. Last week, 
“Shadow on Wall” ‘(M-G) and 
“Happy Years” (M-G), yanked after 

Palace ‘Loew’s) (2.370: 44-74) — 
“Halls of Montezuma” (20th) (2d 


$21,000 last week. 
Playhouse (Lopert) 








(485; $1.20- 


[New York Theatres 


Warner (WB) (2,164; 44-74) — | 


$16,000, and possibiy best 


Trans-Lux ‘T-L) (654; 44-80) — 


Last week, “Blue Angel” (Indie) | 














RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL——— 


‘Branded’ Torrid $17,000, 











Warning” also look nice. 
Estimates for This Week 
Broadway ‘Parker) (1,850: 50-90) 


“D.0.A.” (UA). Big $14,000 or 
over. Last week, “Harvey” (U) and 
“Sleeping City” (U) (2d wk), big 
$12,000. 

Oriental (Evergreen) (2,000: 50- | 
90)—"Branded” (Par) and “Torch” 
(EL), day-date with Orpheum. Big | 
“Never Dull 
Moment” (RKO) and “Father's! 
Wild Game” (Mono), $5,000. | 

Orpheum (Evergreen) (1,750: 50- 
90)—“‘Branded” (Par) and “Torch” 
(EL), also Oriental. Sock $10,000. 
Last week, “Harriet Craig” (Col) 


Midnight Feet 
Nightly 





























c 










mild $6,000. 
Paramount (Evergreen) (3.400: 
50-90) — “Storm Warning” (WB) 





















and “Call Klondike” (Mono). 
Strong $9,000. Last week, “Never 
Dull Moment” (RKO) and “Fa- 





ther’s Wild Game” (Mono), $8.500. 

United Artists (Parker) (890: 50- 
90) — “Underworld Story” (UA). | 
Slim $4,000. Last week, “Right , 
Cross" (M-G), $7,200. 
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lony Story of the Great 
Sioux Indian Uprising! 









eaeee 
Sas 


- , 4, 28 
Non z aay 
Sis = : me 
ya, & s% a 


i — qq és ——. : ™~ BRIDGER The frontiersman 
oa a pam A Al Mis epg itll JULIE The beautiful 

















The war cry screams... SF 
The war drums throb... P; 


and a howling horde “CARRINGTON —_—BECKWORTH MONAHSEETAH LT. DANCY RED CLOUD 
of reckless redmen The soldier The trapper Cheyenne Princess The coward Sioux War Chief 


oT _eWAN HEFLIN YVONNE De CARLO 


“PRECTON FOSTER « JACK OAKIE * TOM TULLY - SUSAN-CABOT « ALEX NICOL 


Screenplay by SILVIA RICHARDS and MAURICE GERAGHTY Directed by GEORGE SHERMAN + Produced by LEONARD GOLDSTEIN » A UNIVERSAL-INTERNATIONAL PICTURE 
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Radio Seeing News Resurgence Via 
New Pictures for the Ear’: Friendly 


By 


Radio is witnessing a resurg- 
ence of news and the birth of a new 
form of journalism, predicated on 


the theory that the medium can 
provide “pictures for the ear,” ac 
cording to Fred Friendly, who with 
Ed Murrow produces and edits 


CBS’ ‘‘Hear It Now.” 
Substantiating the pulling power 
of the new aural journalism is the 
10.5 Nielsen which the hour-long 
“Hear” has racked up, making the 
stanza CBS is peddling commercial- 
ly for $11,000 one of the top-rated 
sustainers. The industry general- 
ly is becoming more aware of the 
appeal of ‘‘actuality” material, 
with NBC upping its budgets for 
“Voices and Events” and ABC in- 
serting more taped segments into 
its ‘Week Around the World.” In 
the record field, the three Murrow- 
Friendly “I Can Hear It Now” al- 


bums are big sellers, with a fourth 
volume planned, and RCA Victor 
is releasing NBC’s Bob Hope “The 


Quick and the Dead” broadcasts in 
album form. 
Because of the success of “Hear, 


CBS is now planning a half-hour 
video version which would use 
film in the same manner that the 
AM edition uses tape. 

Friendly attributes the upbeat | 
in this kind of radio news cov-| 
erage to the development of tape 
recording. He feels it would have 


been impossible with wire or wax 
recording. When Friendly came to 
New York three years ago with the 


idea for the “Hear” album, Co- 
lumbia granted a $1,000 advance 
primarily because the American 
Federation of Musicians ban on 
musical disking was keeping its 
engineers idle. Working on the 
non-musical “Hear” gave them 


something to do for their salaries. 
Power of Sound 

At the same time “Hear” proved 
the point Friendly has long be- 
lieved in, that ‘the ear can be as 
understanding as the eye and that 
there are sounds which are worth a 
thousand pictures.” Friendly is 
convinced that some sounds—for 
example, FDR’s voice—are more 

(Continued on page 30) 


Networks Eyeing 
Summer Bonanza 


Major networks are already lay- 
ing plans for their summer sched- 
ules with the prospects looking 
brighter than last year. 


Although the hiatus season is 
months off, the chains are review- 
ing their schedules. At this point 
the replacement problem appears 
less acute than last year, due to the 
fact that many more sponsors are 
expected to remain on. Impelling 
the bankrollers to stay in network 
radio during the traditional layoff 
season is the increased production 
in the national emergency, the tax 
situation and generally better busi- 
ness conditions. 


Straw in the wind is decision by 
Lewis-Howe Co. to keep the time 
for its ‘“‘Fanny Brice-Baby Snooks” 
show on NBC, replacing it for the 
summer with another airer. New 
Pepsi-Cola - show, which _ starts 
March 4 on NBC Sundays at 5 p.m. 
will go straight through the warm 
weather months, which is natural 
for a soft drink bankroller. 


MONARCH VICE TONI ON 
CODFREY MORNING SLOT 


Evidencing that there’s siill a 
lineup of sponsors waiting to buy 
into Arthur Godfrey’s morning ra- 
dio series on CBS, the web this 
week pacied with Monarch Foods 
to pick up the tab for the first 15 
minutes of the hour-and-a-half 
show on alternate days. Weiss & 
Geller is the agency. 

Segment has been bankrolled by 
Toni. Latter decided to exit two 
or three days per week, opening 
the time for Monarch, which starts 
Feb. 6. Under the alternating sct- 
up, each of the sponsors will bank- 
roll the show three days one week 
and two days the week following. 
Monarch’s starting date, incidcn- 
taily, is the day after Godfrey is 
due back from his tour of Navy 
duty at Pensacola, 








BERT BRILLER + 





Busy Gal 


Los Angeles, Jan. 23. 

Probably the busiest gal in 
Coast radio is Paula Stone, 
who marked her second anni- 
versary with MGM Radio At- 
tractions last week In the 
104-week period she has acted 
in 390 shows, scripted 585 and 
produced 819. In her “spare” 
time she was written a kid’s 
book called ‘“‘The Rain Prince,” 
a pair of screenplays—one of 
them dealing with the show 
biz career of her dad, Fred 
Stone, and his longtime part- 
ner, Dave Montgomery—and 
is prepping a production of the 
legit musical, “Top Banana,” 
with her husband, Mike Sloane. 

“Banana,” with music by 
Johnny Mercer, lyrics by Har- 
old Arlen and a book by Hy 
Kraft, will star Phil Silvegs. 


NAB Check Shows 
Manpower Hitch 
If War Spreads 


Washington, Jan. 23. 

Radio stations might have seri- 
ous manpower problems if the Ko- 
rean war develops into a full-scale 
conflict, National Assn. of Broad- 
casters reported last week on the 
basis of a survey of AM and FM 
stations. The industry would be hit 
hardest in the announcer and en- 
gineer fields, said NAB, where 
males predominate and a sizable 
proportion of personnel are ia the 
young age groups. 

Survey showed that over a fifth 
of the male employees in radio 
stations are in the contemplated 
17-26-year draft age group. The 











| 
| 
| 


proportion of announcers in this | 
age group is 37%, and of engineers | 


about 25%. Approximately 6° of 
station employees are active re- 
serves and about 13% have inac- 
tive reserve status. 

NAB’s study, conducted by Dr. 
Kenneth H. Baker, research direc- 
tor, found that 56% of station male 
employees are World War II vet- 


(Continued on page 34) 


RAY BLOCH SETS UP 
OWN PACKAGING OUTFIT 


Orch leader Ray Bloch has 
formed Ray Bloch Associates with 
Mace Newfield and Sherwin Bash, 
as a personal management and 
packaging agency. 

Outfit will handle young talent 
and package AM and TV shows. 
Group will also set up Ray Bloch 
band units for club and _ party 
dates: 





Texas State Senator As 


Gabber on Solon.News 


Austin, Tex., Jan. 23. 

Sen. Jimmy Phillips, of Angle- 
ton, is giving his home folks a day- 
by-day account of legislative hap- 
penings here in the state capitol. 
Each day he makes a 10 or 15- 
minute talk on a recording ma- 
ichine in his office. The talk is 
aired 
KGBC, Galveston. 


the following morning on |} 


NBC PROGRAM SWAPS tv sna waGa-am & Far entered 


NABET Strike Vs WAGA Into 2d Week: 
Jersey's WIMD Off Air for 24 Hours 





TOSCY ORCH SHIFT CUES 


As far as is known he’s the first | 


state senator to double as a daily 
radio commentator. 


FM on D.C. Binge; 
Grab Up All Sets 


Washington, Jan. 23. 

Washingtonians like FM and are 
buying as many FM sets as manu- 
facturers ship to the city—4,000 
per month. So said Everett L. 
Dillard. owner of WASH, exclusive 
FM station here, last week as the 
American ‘Research Bureau an- 
nounced a survey showing 122,000 
FM equipped radio and TY sets in 
the area on Dec. 1. The ARB fig- 
ures showed a gain of 8,000 sets in 
use in two months. 

Dillard, whose station is one of 
the few FM-only outlets. with 
network affiliations, attributed the 
“rapid growth” of FM in the Capi- 
tal to the highly diversified FM 
programming available. He pointed 
to the choice of 13 stations here for 
FM owners, programs of six net- 
works. and Transit Radio in Dis- 





Large-scale shift of programs has 
been cued in at NBC as a result of 
the Arturo Toscanini-NBC Sym- 
phony move back into its old Sat- 
urday 5:30-6:30 p. m. spot, when 
the maestro resumes with the 
group. 

Boston Pops Orchestra has been 
signed to a longterm contract to 
fill ‘the Monday evening 10-11 
period currently occupied by the 
NBC symph. With Arthur Fiedler 
conducting, the Hub orch will re- 
place the Toscy longhair program 
in NBC’s “Operation Tandem,” 
starting Jan. 29. 

“Living, 1951”’’ will take the 5:30 
p. m. slot on Saturday, following 
,the First Piano Quartet, which 
moves to 5 p. m. “Voices and 
Events” switches 
10:30 p. m. 


AFRA Claims 807% 
- Biz Loss at WJW 


Due to Its Strike 





trict and Maryland busses and trol- | 


leys, which bring FM programs to! 
additional thousands of listeners. | 


By way of comparison with AM, 
Dillard finds that there are more 
FM equipped sets in the Capital 
area than there are total radio 
homes in Newark, Atlanta, Louis- 
ville or St. Paul. 





Farm Fare Forcing Pop 
Music Off Chicago Air 
In Post-Midnight Slot 


Chicago, Jan. 23. 
Pop music was virtually swept 
off the air after midnight on local 
radio stations last week, after 
WCFL joined forces with the back- 
to-the-farm crusaders. Station, 
which had been playing toward the 
rural audience only from 5-6 a.m, 
/has expanded its folk programming 
|from the 1-6 a.m. slot, thus leaving 
‘only WIND to service the nocturnal 
| pop listeners. 
Labor-owned station brought in 
'Roy Starkey some time back to fill 
‘the one-hour early morning slot 
with homey patter and folk plat- 
ters, promising to extend his time 
on the strength of response from 
the hinterlands. Pop spinner Don 
McCarty, who formerly attended 
| the all-night pop session, is beamed 
now from the midnight to 1 a.m. 
bracket. 
Folk-consciousness has over- 
taken practically the balance of the 
| stations. 








AM-TV Seen Benefiting From Excess 
Profits Tax in Treasury Policy Study °*““"""“" 


| Radio and television should ben- 


efit from the excess profits tax 


situation, along with other media, | 


it’s indicated by key figures in the 
field who have studied the review 
of Treasury policy on advertising 
published today (Wed.) by the 
Assn. of National Advertisers. 


Chief point made by the ANA 
report is that the Government’s 
policy “in substance has_ not 
changed at all since it was first 
defined” in confabs between the 
ANA and the Internal Revenue 
Bureau back in 1942. However, 
it’s pointed qut by media and in- 
dustry toppers that today the Gov- 
ernment is showing a greater un- 
derstanding of the value of ad- 
vertising than it did in 1942. One 
sign is the fact that Treasury 
Sec. John W. Snyder announced 
the same liberal policies towards 
advertising without having been 
prompted by pressure from indus- 
try. 

In a statement to a Senate com- 
mittee, Snyder declared that the 
practice of wasteful expenditures 
under the World War II excess 


, profits tax setup “was less wide-! 


spread than supposed.” He added 
that businesses were “generally 
more concerned with observing ef- 
ficient and economical procedures” 
than with “exploiting wartime ad- 
vantages.”’ 
Goodwill Angle 

In conjunction with the study, 
ANA prez Paul B. West said, 
“Most types of goodwill and pub- 
lic policy advertising are deduct- 
ible as well as regular commer- 
cial advertising.” He said _ that 
questions arise about specific ads 


involving the area of political con-| 


troversy, and in some cases ads 
which grind political axes may be 
disallowed.” 


ads expressing views on_ public 
policy are understood as being 
for the enhancement of goodwill 
for our companies and brands and 
not interpreted as lobbving to in- 
fluence specific legislation unless 
the latter is in fact the case.” 
ANA reiterated its 1942 view 
that media should not try to sell 
space or time as a mean of cutting 
corporate taxes. “For salesmen 
(Continued on page 30) 


“We need to make | 
doubly sure,” West added, “that the | 


Cleveland, Jan. 23. 
The seeond week of AFRA’s 
strike against WJW began yester- 
day (22) with the local claiming 


that approximately 80% of locally- | 


sponsored time has been or is be- 
ing cancelled. WJW’s assistant gen- 


| eral manager, Lawrence Webb, dis- | 


puted the high figure, but admitted 

| that the “union through underhand 
methods and pressure” had secured 
some cancellations. 

AFRA also maintained that the 
cancellations approximate 90°% of 
the station’s local income. AFRA 
represents 10 staff announcers and 
spielers. 

The iO engineers at WJW re- 
ported to work, but honored picket 
lines by not passing through them. 
The engineers, who joined NABET, 

(Continued on page 34) 


STERLING DRUG BUYS 
NEWS STRIP ON ABC 


| Sterling Drug has bought a Mon- 
day-through-Friday quarter hour on 
ABC for 
starting April 2. Show will be 
aired at 10:30-10:45 p. m., and 
‘will replace its five-minute John 


} 





Kennedy newscast now beamed at, 


10:30. 

Deal, placed through Dancer- 
Fitzgerald-Sample, raises Sterling’s 
purchases on ABC to three hours 
and 35 minutes weekly. 

Behind Sterling’s expansion on 
ABC is the 5.5 Nielsen rating the 
sponsor’s ‘American Album of Fa- 
miliar Music” got after it switched 
'from NBC to ABC, in the same 
|time slot, last November. Its first 
rating on ABC was slightly higher 





ABC's 4 New Veepees 


| ABC has passed out veepee 
stripes to four execs: Leonard 
_Reeg, AM program v.p.; Alexander 
Stronach, Jr., TV program V.p.; 
'James H. Connolly, AM station re- 
lations v.p.; and Otto Brandt, TV 
Station relations v.p. 

Brandt and Stronach will report 
directly to ABC prez Robert E. 
Kintner and Reeg and Connolly 
will report to Ernest Lee Jahncke, 
AM v.p. 
web several years. 





Bishop’s Va. Post 


Richmond, Va., Jan. 23. 
Walter Bishop, public relations 
director of WRVA, has been ap- 
painted by Governor John S. Bat- 
tle as aide-de-camp on his personal 
staff. Bishop, who recently ob- 
served his 25th anni on the WRVA 
staff, holds the rank of Lieutenant 
Commander in the U. S. Naval Re- 
serves and is commanding officer 
of the Naval Reserve Public Re- 

lations Unit here. 

_ The governor’s personal staff is 
| limited by law fo military officers. 
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to Sunday at, 


“News .of Tomorrow,” | 


All have been with the | 


Atlanta, Jan. 23. 
Strike of 23 members of National 
Assn. of Broadcast Engineers and 


its ninth day Monday (24) with no 
signs of settlement. NABET, an 
independent union, struck the sta- 
tions Sunday, Jan. 14, the walkout 
causing a 25-minute dimout on 
radio and a three-hour blackout of 
television station. 

Operations of both TV and radio 
Stations have been continued by 
supervisory personnel and workers 
who didn’t strike. Following fail- 


ure to reach agreement, NABET 
filed “unfair labor practice” 
charges against WAGA manage- 


ment with the National Labor Re- 
lations Board. 

Union is demanding a $15 week- 
ly pay increase. Company has of- 
fered $5. Union said pay scale 
of 80% of stations’ technicians was 
$50 to $55 per week. 





Shore Station Settles 
Atlantic City, Jan. 23. 

After being off the air for 24 
hours as station engineers struck 
for higher pay, WMID, 200-watt 
Mutual outlet here, resumed opera- 
tions early Saturday night (20) as 
settlement was effected. 

The strike started Friday night 
as four of the station’s engineers 
walked out, when negotiations 
which had been going on for sev- 
eral weeks broke down. John Mo- 
retti, president of the AFL county 
Central Labor Union, which rep- 
|resented the engineers, announced 
settlement Saturday night in a 
joint’ statement with Franklin 
George, who represented the Inter- 
national Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers, and Richard Endicott, 
/president of the Mid-Atlantic 


(Continued on page 34) 


Appoint Paley To 
U.S. Commission 


CBS board chairman William S. 
Paley has been named by Presi- 
|dent Traman to head a five-man” 
| materials policy commission and 
leaves immediately for Washing- 
ton to take over his Government 
duties. It’s a special six-month as- 
signment, in which the group is to 
study the long-range aspect of the 
country’s materials problem, as dif- 
ferentiated from “immediate de- 
fense needs.” 

Named to work with Paley were 
George Rufus Brown, of Houston; 
author and editor Eric Hodgins; 
Arthur H. Bunker, partner in Leh- 
man Bros., and Edward S. Mason, 


Harvard U. professor of eco- 
nomics. 


JIM STEELE NEW PREXY 
OF NEW ORLEANS AFRA 


) New Orleans, Jan. 23. 

New president of the local unit 
of AFRA is Jim Steele, WNOE an- 
nouncer. He succeeds Gay Baton, 
chief announcer for WDSU. 

In an election Friday night (19), 
|Larry Wilson, WNOE, was named 
treasurer, and Dick Bruce, WDSU, 
secretary. Don Lewis and_ Jill 
Jackson of WWL were elected 
members of the board. The five 
officers constitute the governing 
body. for 1951. 

Organization represents majority 
of on-the-air and operating person- 


nel of the city’s radio and TV sta- 
tions. 


Health Foods Seen As 
New Radio Spenders 


Radioites are looking to new 
/coin from health foods, which 
hitherto have been marketed only 
\through specialized dietary out- 
lets. However, with products such 
as blackstrap molasses, brewers’ 
yeast and yogurt having been 
plugged in recent books, and maga- 
zine articles, demand for the foods 
is on the increase and some are 
getting wide distribution via 
chains. 

Wheat Germ has bought into the 
Alfred W. McCann show on WOR, 
N. Y., and other of the health items 
are expected to expand their ad 
| budgets, with AM benefiting, . 
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GIVEAWAYS IN FRESH FLU 


Buda Makes 


Sneering attack upon “the American way of life,” including 
Hollywood and U. S. films, featured a Radio Budapest program 


beamed to Britain last week. 


“America has bestowed many blessings upon the western world,” 
said the Hungarian broadcast which was received by official U. S. 
monitors. “In rough calculation these include the Kinsey report on 
the sexual habits of the American male, Coca-Cola, chewing gum 
and Betty Grable or Jane Russell—depending upon whether you 


prefer blondes or brunettes, 
“From cinematic observations it 


ican spends his time chewing gum in a private swimming pool 


with the boss’s daughter. Most 
but few of them are on chewing 


whose hobby appears to be collecting husbands. 


“President Truman, out to save 


pose that the businessmen destined to do so are cultured people, 
True, most of them have heard of Shakespeare, but that did not 
stop the movie boys from advertising Henry V as Hank Cinq. 


American businessmen have done 
anybody else.” 








Comm’ B casting Seems Doomed 


In Britain With 





Pest of Self 


Washington, Jan. 23. 


appears that the average Amer- 


Americans can afford the gum, 
terms with the boss’s daughter, 


Western culture, makes one sup- 


more to vulgarize culture than 


Beveridge Report 





London, Jan. 23. #- 


If the, recommendations of the 
Beveridge Committee on Broadcast- 
ing are accepted by the govern- 
ment, sponsored broadcasting will 
be barred probably for all time in 
Britain. With the Labor Party hav- 


ing advocated this attitude, there is increase of 19% in billings for the | 


RRY 





PROGRAM TRENDS 


Program toppers at the networks 
are riding herd on three trends 
linked to the national and interna- 
tional situations: (1) a new flurry 
of interest in giveaways; (2) spon- 
sor interest in shows originating 
from military posts; and (3) an up- 
beat in public response to French- 
type chanteusing. 

With shortages in appliances and 
other items looming and the cost- 
of-living index zooming, the oppor- 
tunity of winning merchandise or 
cash is attracting dialers to gift- 
bonanza stanzas. At the same time, 
some manufacturers are loosening 
up with products for the giveaways, 
as an inexpensive method of keep- 
ing their brand names alive in an 
era of scarcity. 

Speedup of mobilization, with 
prospect of 3,500,000 men in uni- 
| form shortly, has sparked the trend 
| to airers utilizing service personnel 
| or being beamed from army camps 
and naval bases. Interest in Gallic 
gal thrushes is figured as springing 
from the GIs who saw Paris in 








WLIB, N.Y., Fall Billings 


Increase 19% in One Year 
WLIB, N. Y., inudie, reports an 


World War Ifand to the influx of 
United Nations delegates to New 
York. 


| A La Paree 


Cued by the popularity of war- 


little likelihood of Parliament up- period Oct. 1, ’50-Jan. 15, '51, over bling a la Paree, NBC has skedded 


setting the committee's findings on | the same period a year ago, when Jane Morgan, 


this major question of principle. 


-—Only~one of the 11 committee} 


the present management took over. 
er Harry Novik 


Aaeaece 


American thrush 
'who clicked in France, Sundays at 
2:15-2:30 p. m., with RCA Victor 


members voted for partial introduc- | during the 15-month span tpped Slated to do some promotional tie- 


tion of sponsorship on a competi- 
tive basis with the British Broad- 


WLIB’'s Negro-slanted broadcasts 
from one to 21 hours weekly. Sta- 


‘ins. ABC has been taiking to 
| Hildegarde manager Anna Sosenko 


casting Corp., after a firsthand in- | tion also added heavy schedules for | and Louis G. Cowan on a three- 


vestigation of commercial TV and | 
radio by some of the team in Amer- 
ica. 

The report, the result of 19, 
months’ probe by the panel, fills | 
910 pages, of which more than 500 | 
are taken up by the memoranda 
submitted by political parties, the | 
BBC, trade unions and film indus- 
try organizations and companies, 

For the film industry, the report 
may mean the end of the deadlock 
with the BBC, and recommends fa- 
cilities for the introduction of the- 
atrical TV, with special wave- 
lengths to be allotted to theatres. 
At the same time, fhe BBC is urged 
to make a fresh attempt to settle 
{ts difference with film and theatre 
interests, and endeavor to come to 
terms on the telecasting of films 
and plays. 

During the last three years or so, 
the industry has tried unsuccess- 
fully to strike a bargain with the 
BBC and the government, and get 
a greenlight for experimental TV 
installations in a selected number 


(Continued on page 32) 


WMGM Rate Hike 
Reflects Upbeat 


WMGM, Loew’s-owned indie in 
N. Y., will up its rates March 1, for 
the first time in 10 years. Director 
Bertram Lebhar, Jr., said the new 
card is based on the station's in- 
creased circulation. However, the 
new rates will eliminate additional 
costs to bankrollers for FM dupli- 
cation and AFA charges for spot 
commercials, 

Lebhar stressed that the hike 
Was based not on rising production | 
Cosss but on the indie’s growing | 
audience. He said that surveys | 
taken in 1950 showed an increasing | 
audience for WMGM, despite the 
inroads made in the area by video. 
He said that the station’s pull is | 
proven by the fact that 90% of 
ils contracts are renewals. | 

Lebhar reported that in 1950 
WMGM’'s billings were 10% over 
1949's, which was the previous 
high, and that the station was con- 
tinuing to expand its AM opera- 
tions, Radio outlook for 1951 is 

regrettably” much more promis- 
ing than 1950, Lebhar said, adding 

© used the word “regrettably” be- 
Cause the world crisis indicated a 
Major return to AM and a reces- 
Sion in TV development. Several 
ther AM stations have also hiked 
tates recently, 

















Yiddish and Anglo-Jewish audi- 


categories were aired before the 
Novik takeover. 





Newspaper Guild 


In Drive for CBS 
White Collarites 


Newspaper Guild of N. Y. (CIO) 
has launched a drive to organize 
radio and TV white collar em- 
ployees at CBS’ Gotham headquar- 
ters, moving in on the Radio Guild 
of the Distributive, Processing and 
Office Workers of America, which 
includes units expelled by the CIO. 
Previously Local 153 of the AFL 
Office Employees International 
Union circularized CBS staffers, 
after the network announced it 
would not recognize the Radio 
Guild when its present contract ex- 
pires this month. 


About 650 employees are eligible 
for membership in an office work- 
ers union. RG has had contracts 
with CBS for about six years and 
won an NLRB poll last year. 

In its circular the Newspaper 
Guild said that its constitution per- 
mits employees of radio and TV 
companies to join, and that some 
CBS staffers had already signed 


up. 

RG recently declared in a leaflet 
that on Dec. 14 it had asked CBS 
to negotiate a general pay increase 
and on Jan, 2 CBS replied with 
its memo reporting that it had 
asked for an NRLB election. RG 
said that while the web has the 
right to seek a vote, it challenges 
“the company’s moral right \to use 
the request for an election as an 
excuse for refusing to discuss an 
adequate pay increase before a 
wage freeze is imposed.” 


Coy’s Six-Week Vacation 


Washington, Jan. 23. 





FCC Chairman Wayne Coy took! wmT, 


| way spread for the chantoosie. If 


garde would get regular shows on 
ABC and ABC-TV and in addition 
would do a disk jockey stint for the 
web’s Gotham key, WJZ. 

ABC, taking the pulse of public 
interest in the boys in khaki and 
blue and the servicemen’s desire 
for personal appearances by stars, 
is mulling a reprise of “Blind 
Date” as a camp-touring project. 
“Date,” which grew out of the last 
war, is now on video, revamped 
with a collegiate angling. Chain is 
also considering a traveling west- 
ern program for its Jimmy Wake- 
ley, cowpoke performer who has 
gotten a healthy GI reaction on his 
treks with Bob Hope. Pepsi-Cola 
has already moved in this field 
with its Phil Regan NBC series, to 
start March 4. 

On the giveway front, feeling {s 
that the shift of listeners away 


TO oUtT TIMES 


NBC Treads Lightly in Toscy, Squibb 


Comm Snarl, Not to Ruffle Maestro 





That Bad Word 


From now on television will 
be treated in the same way 
that the network treats com- 
peting webs, ABC said last 
week in an inter-office memo- 
randum., 

AM directors were told they 
were to stop all references in 
scripts to the video medium, 
In ad lib shows they were ad- 
vised to anticipate probable 
mention of TV and to tell 
talent and: guests to avoid the 
plug. Where lapses occur and 
the taboo word gets out over 
the airlanes, directors are 
counseled to give the offenders 
a heart-to-heart spiel. 


Hit Impasse On 
Loyalty Quiz As 
CBS Stands Pat 


Drafting of a positive loyalty 
oath, which the Radio Writers 
| Guild sought as a replacement for 














| the CBS question.aire on its staff- | 
ers affiliations with organizations | 


|listed as subversive by the U. S. 
| attorney general, has failed to jell. 


| Meeting last week of CBS prexy 


| ences, while no programs in these | negotiations are wrapped up, Hilde- | Frank Stanton, CBS exec veepee | 


| Joseph H. Ream, Authors League 
'of American prexy Oscar Ham- 
| merstein, 2d, RWG prez Ira Marion 
|and RWG eastern veepee Shelley 
| Stark, resulted in an impasse. Two- 
hour session explored various 
| phases of the loyalty quiz situation 
| with CBS taking the view that it 
had decided on the questionnaire 
_after long deliberation and that 
|it feels it the best method of deal- 


| ing with the matter, 
' RWG leadership now feels that 


having tried without success to co- 
| operate with Columbia in drafting 
/a simple declaration of loyalty, it 
has decided against any kind of 
statement, oath or questionnaire. 
This is generally the same position 
as that the Authors League has 
| taken. A promise was elicited from 
_CBS that if any of RWG members 
‘were called in for further question- 


+ As of yesterday (Tues.), NBC 


was still refraining from sending 
out any announcement of the 
Squibb sponsorship of the Tosca- 
nini-NBC Symphony Saturday eve- 
ning broadcast series from Carne- 
gie Hall, N. Y., scheduled to start 
this week (27). And for good rea- 
sons. For Squibb has been ene 
gaged in a hassle with the net- 
work because of the refusal of + 
Toscy to interrupt the playing of 
the Verdi “Requiem” on this Satur- 
day’s program, even though Squibb 
has been willing to settle for an in- 
|stitutional plug directed toward 
| the Korean soldiers. 

| Although Toscy’s Verdi concert 
iruns two hours, with a “Te 
Deum” preceding the “Ree 
quiem,” only 90 minutes of the 
“Requiem” (6 to 7:30) is going on 
the air, with the work to get an 
uninterrupted performance. In ad- 
dition to the opening and closing 





institutional plugs, Squibb has 
wanted a mid-way identification, 
too. 


Now that Toscy has agreed to 
return to the podium, NBC is tak- 
ing no chances on arousing his 
ill will and is going along with 
his “no plug” edict, regardless of 
| the sponsorship coin entailed. Add- 
|ing to the sensitivities is the fact 
that the Squibb sponsorship was 
maneuvered personally by Frank 
Folsom, RCA prexy. 

As of last night (Tues.) Squibb 
was willing to acquiesce on all 
| points, but under circumstances 
| that one web exec described as 
| “volcanic.” 





| 


| The following Saturday’s broad- 
| east presents an additional hurdle. 
| Carnegie Hall is not available for 
| & 6:30 to 7:30 live pickup of the 
'orch on that date, which means 


'that the program will probably 
have to be taped earlier in the 
day. Toscy, it’s known, isn’t ens 


Own Agency For 
Emerson Foote? 


Emerson Foote, who has been 
| without portfolio since checking 
out of Foote, Cone & Belding, is 
reported getting set to open his 
/own ad agency. Foote is currently 





from this type of show has been ing by Ream, the RWG would be | resting in Honolulu, having fully 
arrested. ABC is mulling an eve- notified and could. send a repre- recovered from a nervous break- 
ning slot for its “Chance of a Life- | sentative to sit in at the meeting. | down. 

time,” which was recently pulled | 





| from the daytime lineup. Telever- 
sion of “Chance” is already being 
|earried by ABC-TV. 


CLIQUOT CLUB ESKIMOS 
BACK—RESER ’N’ ALL 


Boston, Jan. 23. 

Backed by his oldtime sponsor, 
'Cliquot Club, Harry Reser returned 
'to the local airwaves (over Yan- 
kee Network) with his “Eskimos” 
|in a half-hour of nostalgia last 
/week (19). Emanating from Hub’s 
| WNAC, program was piped over 18 
| Yankee outlets with maestro dupli- 





cating his previous format, includ- | 


ing a couple of banjo solos, in the 
| first of a 26-week series which also 
‘marks the first “live” band show 
‘from this station in several years. 
' Deal was set through Frank Wes- 
ton agency, Providence, R. I., with 
‘Morey Lowe, manager of WEAN, 
/network’s Providence outlet, han- 
dling the m.c. chores on program. 


Bormann to WCCO 


Cedar Rapids, Jan. 23. 





| ing ‘sabotage’. 


/scripters union’s fact-finding com- 
mittee, which is also studying the 
alleged “blacklist” in broadcasting. 
It is expected to be discussed at 
|the RWG membership meeting in 
|N. Y. tonight (Wed.). Radio-Televi- 
‘sion Directors Guild will mull the 
situation at its meeting Feb. 5. 
| Meanwhile the New York Coun- 
‘cil of Arts, Sciences and Profes- 
‘sions,’ which has been called a 
|“leftist” group, scored the ,CBS 
quiz as “a dangerous incursion into 
' civil and political rights.” It said, 
'“CBS is extending the pattern of 
individual blacklisting which 


_‘Counterattack’ and ‘Red Channels’ | 
established, and is laying a basis | 
for wholesale censorship and! 


| thought-control. In effect, the ac- 
tion provides a new device to at- 


'tack employee trade-unions under 


the spurious claim of circumvent- 





More WBBM Axings 


Chicago, Jan. 23. 

Latest in the recurring series of | 
staff shakeups at WBBM, Chi CBS} 
outlet, resulted in the discharge | 





Jim Borman, news director of, 
Cedar Rapids, since 1947, | 


off today for a six-weeks vacation has resigned to become director of | 
in Arizona and California. It’s the | news and public affairs for WCCO, | 


chairman’s first real time out since | Minneapolis, 


effective Feb. 15. | 


he joined the agency over three Douglas Grant, WMT program di- 


years ago. He plans to return to. 


Washin during the first week | torship in addition to his other several 
epee s | with the bouncing of a trio of total of 14 sponsors in both medi- 


in March. 
In Coy'’s absence, Com. Paul A. | 


rector, will assume the news direc- | 


duties. 


last week of two announcers and) 
a writer. Getting the axe were 
gabbers Bill Seymour and Bill 
Despard and scripter Jerry War- 
ren. 

Firing of the two announcers 
who had been with the station for | 
years wasn’t connected | 


Matter is now turned over the | 


Foote exited as F-C-B prexy 
| nearly a year ago following an 
| extended absence from the agency. 
| Should he open his own agency, 
it isn’t considered likely that any 
| of the F-C-B business would move 
| over, although it’s understood that 
| Foote has some lucrative accounts 
| on tap. 





| 


ED FADIMAN, JR., JOINS 


CBS PROGRAMMING DEPT. 


Edward Fadiman, Jr., has joined 
the CBS public affairs program- 
ming department, under Sig Mick- 
elson, 

Meanwhile, program veepee Hub- 
bell Robinson, Jr., still has two ap- 
pointments on the agenda—a suc- 
cessor to Robert P. Heller as di- 
rector of AM programming in New 


| York, and a successor to Werner 


Michel, who resigned last week as 
producer of the “We Take Your 
Word” show and documentary unit 
programming to join Kenyon & 


| Eckhardt. 





Tex & Jinx’s 14 Clients 


Signing of I. J. Fox to back three 
quarter hours weekly of Tex and 
Jinx McCrary’s  cross-the-board 
show on WNBC,'N, Y., completely 


‘sells out the Mr.-and-Mrs, team’s 


AM and TV programs. 
Husband-wife team now has a 


Borman replaces Wiley S. Ma-| speilers as an aftermath of the ums. They air 5% hours weekly in 


Walker will serve as Acting Chair- | loney at WCCO. Maloney resigned Rose Bowl profanity incident. War- 9 and 125 minutes weekly in 
video, 


man, 


to enter business for himself. ; 


ren joined the station last fall. J 





22 


RADIO REVIEWS 





MR. AND MRS. BLANDINGS | 
With Cary Grant, Betsy Drake, | 


Gale Gordon, others 
Producer: Don W. Sharpe 
Director: Nat Wolff 
Writers: Wolff, Walter Brown 

Newman, Millard Kaufman 
30 Mins.: Sun., 5:30 p.m. 

NBC, from Hollywood 
(BBD&O) 

Radio programming of late has 
been sparked by a move-in of Hol- 
lyvwood husband-wife teams, with 
the collaborative kilocycle thesp- 
ing of Ronald Colman and Benita 
Hume as stars of the NBC “Halls 
of Ivy.” one of the more outstand- 
ing additiens to network program- 
ming in recent seasons. 

The Ziv program mill has just 
released a Humphrey Bogart- Lau- 
ren Bacall series off the transcrip- 
tion beltline, and last Sunday (21) 
NBC unwrapped the newest team- 
up. in the persons of Cary Grant 
and Betsy Drake, in a Don Sharpe- 
packaged radio version of the 
“Blandings Dream House” pic-mag 
series episodes. 

“Blandings” represents one of 
the more expensive programming 
ventures of recent vintage, with 
the sponsor, Trans-World Airlanes, 
plunking down $9,500 a week for 
the half-hour series ‘top coin in 
today’s deflated AM market.) If 
TWA has aspirations of riding high 
and handsome in the competitive 
network picture, however, the 
dream house which the Blandings 
have transformed into radio will 
have to be built of sturdier mate- 


rial than was evidenced on the 
premiere. 

These are the long-familiar char- 
acterizations and episodes penned 
by Eric Hodgins concerning the 


suburban tribulations of Jim and 
Muriel! Blandings and their lawyer 
friend, as portrayed by Gale Gor- 
don, with the initial episode find- 
ing the couple installed in their 
new home and threatened with 
eviction by the state, which plans 
to run a super-highway through 
the living room. 

Little if any of the Grant per- 
sonality or distinctiveness project- 
ed on the preem performance and 
both he and his wife are playing 
it on a too-too level of sophistica- 
tion. The show will have to hit a 
much more common denominator 
to create audience sympathy in 
their assorted plights—and a fun- 
nier script would help immeasurab- 
ly. The first installment was prac- 
tically bereft of anything suggest- 
int comedy. 

TWA has a cute jingle to extol 
the virtues of its travelling com- 
forts, with accent on winter va- 
eatianing. Rose. 





WFDR PLAYHOUSE 

(‘Tom Paine’’) 

W'th Bramwell Fletcher, Maurice 
Barrett, Marilyn Arms, Dan Mag- 
nin, Paul Maynard, Bill Jacobs, 
Jerry Lee, Stephanie Elliot 

Producer: Guy Wallace 

Wter-director: Barrett 

30 Mins.; Tues., 9 p.m. 

Srctaining 

WFDR (FM), New York 


Airer on this union-owned FM 


indie has a worthwhile purpose, | 
lives - of | 


that of presenting the 
“Americans by choice,” those im- 
migrants who have made valuable 
contributions to the nation. How- 
ever, judging from the preem Tues- 
day (16) scripts lack professional 
quality and are given mediocre 
production. 

Show caught was based on the 
lif: of Tom Paine and included 
larze helpings of the  patriot’s 
writings. Presentation of Paine’s 
biog and his significant ideas was 
commendable, but the piece was 
slow-moving, encumbered by use 
of canned music bridges, long nar- 
rative segments and weak script- 
in”. Vehicle left unexplained 
loose ends and failed to get across 
adequately the meaning of his 
stormy life. Bramwell Fletcher, in 
the title role, delivered the pas- 
sates from Paine’s pamphlets and 
speeches well, getting over his re- 
bellious but uncompromising atti- 


tude. Bril. 
YOUR TROPICAL TRIP 
Wh Desi Arnaz Orch; John 


<acobs, announcer 
Writer: Martin Wark 
Producer: Stanley Tracy 
39 Mins.; Sun., 3:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
CBS, from Hollywood 

“Your Tropical Trip” shapes up 
as a fair vehicle for Desi Arnaz’s 
chile talents. Arnaz, in fact, is the 
whole show despite the effort to 
give the program a lift via an au- 
dience participation peg with a 
Biveaway trip to a South American 
capital as the top prize on each 
show. The contest angle, however, 
is handled in a routine fashion and 
adds little excitement to the show. 
There’s little chance, moreover, 
that the giveaway cycle will be 
revitalized by this entry. Even the 
usually volatile studio audience at 
the preem show seemed to 


(Continued on page 34) 


~~~ 
rw 


| Allen’s contribution 
out well. He played a stellar role 
,on the op’ry, with the rest of the 


; somely 





Radio Followups 


SOO ooese 64+ ooo- 


Judy Holliday’s performance on 
NBC’s “The Big Show” Sunday 








| (21) was a highspot in one of the 


flashiest shows in radio. Parlaying 
of Miss Holliday with conferencier 
Tallulah Bankhead and ‘Gypsy 


Rose Lee was productive of some. 


of the spiciest moments in AM, 
and there were a few that caused 
some eyebrow lifting. 


The flash of the show was Miss 
Holliday’s enactment of a scene 
from her film and legit hit “Born 
Yesterday.” There were a few 
lines that had to be explained to 
the kiddies. But the spice was 
kept within the necessary limits. 
Between Tallu, Miss Holliday and 
the Gypola, there was some very 
gay radio. 

Miss Holliday did give the im- 
pression that she could pump 
further life into this medium. Her 
personification of the dumb blonde 
indicates that she could make a 
career of this characterization in 
this medium. Her non-too-bright 
gab was highly engaging, and 
whether she was occupied in verbal 
jousts with Tallu or Miss Lee, she 
was one of the strongest clicks in 
a series that has had more than 
its share of boff moments. 

The Gypsy similarly was a po- 
tent performer on this show. Her 
references to her art had enough 
risgaieties to further pepper up 
this display. Miss Bankhead, of 
course, kept the proceedings well 
in hand and put some drama in 
with her reading of the death 
scene from “Camille,” a burlesque 
of which was put on immediately 
by Miss Holliday. 

The femme contingent was com- 
pleted by Patrice Munsel, who 
brightened up the show with the 
“Laughing Song” from “Die Fle- | 


dermaus” plus some bright re- 
marks. 

There was also some _ strong 
support by talented male members, 
even though this was, for all 
practical purposes, a display in 


which the dames had the upper 
hand. Eddie Cantor did a nostalgic 
reminiscence of the heyday of 
show biz. Since Ida (Mrs. Cantor) 
fluffed her single line on her hus- 
band’s show, it looks like she can 
make a career of making fluffs. 
This deliberate fouled-up line 
(“Glad to have banked you, Miss 
Meethead”) left ’em laughing. Fred 
also worked 


cast assisting. This had some 
genuinely funny scripting. Vaughn 
Monroe also contributed hand- 
to this stanza with his 
| baritone as well as his verbal con- 
tributions. 

The invisible star of the show 
‘remains Goodman Ace, chief 
' scripter. 





Evidently to help the current 
plugging for Bing Crosby’s 20th 
anni in show business, ABC’s 
“Screen Guild Players” booked the 
Groaner, together with Dinah 
‘ Shore and Phil Harris, for an adap- 
| tation ef “Birth of the Blues” last 
Thursday night (18). Hour-long 
show, similar to the Paramount 
\film of the same title in which 


, Crosby starred several years ago, | 


| didn’t carry much of a plot. Instead, 


| the fluffy story, adapted by Harry | 


Kronman, served as a peg on which 
‘the three stars could hang their 


, songs, and, on that basis, the show | 
| provided some fine entertainment. | 


Red Nichols, playing a fine hot 
, trumpet, and Basil Adlam’s ABC 
|orch were on hand to simulate the 
|musie supposedly played on the 
'show by Crosby’s band and they 
| dished up some mellow Dixieland. 


Script picked up Crosby as the 
| first white proponent of Dixieland 


imusie in the south and carried | 


| through his meeting with Harris, 
as the trumpeter; Miss Shore, as 
the band’s vocalist, and their rise 
to fame synonymous with the 
spread of the new jazz music. 
Crosby did an acceptable thesping 
'job in his standard off-the-cuff 
manner but scored solidly in 
the vocalistics. Besides’ the 
| title tume, the script gave him 
| a chance to croon many of his best- 
| selling record oldies, so that the 
, Show represented almost a caval- 
/cade of his songs. Miss Shore, too, 
_whammed across her songs and 
‘teamed’ excellently with 
_Groaner for some of the tunes 
| which he recorded with other 
'femme singers, such as “Wait Till 
_ the Sun Shines, Nellie,” “Waiter 
/and the Porter and the Upstairs 
| Maid,” ete. Harris, playing his 


usual brash, imperturbable char- | 


acter, was also socko. 


the ! 


SOMERSET MAUGHAM 
THEATRE 

(“The Colonels Lady”) 

With Martha Scott, Everett Sloane, 
Allen Hewitt, 
Anne Burr 

Writer: Peter Michael 

Director: Mitchell Grayson 

Producers: Anne Marlowe, John 

| Gibbs 

30 Mins.; Saturdays 11:30 a.m. 

TINTAIR 

CBS, from New York 

(Cecil & Presbrey) 

The “Somerset Maugham Thea- 
tre,” already established on CBS- 
TV in a Wednesday night segment, 
sponsored by Tintair, now has its 


counterpart on radio with the 
same sponsor lifting the tab. 
Teeing off Saturday in_ the 


11:30 a.m. slot it had for its initial 
offering Maugham’s “The Colonel’s 
Lady,” which had previously been 
an integral episode of the author’s 
film, “Quartet,” which brought 
happy returns to most boxoffices. 

Yarn, written in the author's 
slick style, provided an interest- 
ing interlude for the listeners, 
sparked by competent perform- 
ances of a stellar cast headed by 
Martha Scott and Everett Sloane 
as the pivotal characters. It tells 
of a married couple who regain 
their lost love by remembering 
their past together and what they 
once meant to each other. During 
the years they have seemingly 
drifted apart and the wife takes 
to poetry for an escape. She pat- 
terns a volume that’s an overnight 
success and in it chronicles a fic- 
tionized romance between a matron 
and a youth that is supposedly 
severed by the latter’s death. 
Spouse confounds it by suspicion- 
ing his wife reall, had an affair 
with another man, plans a divorce, 
but is diverted from such action 
when the wife convinces him that 
he was the hero of her yarn and 
that although he did not die, his 
love for her seemingly did. They 
take it from there for a happy 
denouement. 

Both Miss Scott and Sloane gave 
splendid performances as the 
couple, with the former bringing 
a fine delicacy to her role and 
Sloane subjugating his pseudo 
bombastics when apprised of the 
truth. Other neat performances 
were contributed by Anne _ Burr, 
Bret Morrison and Allen Hewitt. 
Peter Michael scripted compactly, 
while Mitchell Grayson’s direction 
was tops. 

Commercials for the hair color- 
ing product of the sponsor were 
neatly integrated. Edba. 





LET’S GO WITH RALPH FLA- 

_ NAGAN : 

|'With Peggy King, Harry Prime, 
Singing Winds (4); George 
Fenneman, announcer 

Director: Charles Herbert 

Producer: Leonard Blair 

|, 30 Mins.; Mon., 10 p.m. 

U. S. ARMY AND AIR FORCE 

ABC, from Camp Cook, Calif. 

(Grant) 


Launching an all-out recruiting 
drive, this airer is part of a multi- 
proaged bankrolling program by 
the U. S. Army and U. S. Army 
_Air Forces on the nets. Preem 
(22), emanating from Camp Cook, 
Calif., in first of a series of army 
camps to be toured by the show’s 
personnel, showcased one _ of 
| hottest of the young bands in a 
straight half-hour of  terpable 
tempi clearly aimed at teen-age 
hoofers. While program hits age- 
group target squarely recruitment 
force is lost through frequency 
and uninspired nature of enlist- 
ment pitches. 

The seven numbers offered in 
/very commercial arrangements by 
the Flanagan crew were strung on 
a conventional format with spiels 
‘split between announcer George 
Fenneman and Flanagan. Harry 
| Prime, regular boy vocalist with 
the band, registered well accom- 
panied by the Singing Winds in 


“My Heart Cries For You,” as did | 


femme chirp Peggy King, despite 


'a tendency to wax strident, in. 


i|“Orange Colored Sky.” Flanagan 
himself had an opportunity to dis- 
play his keyboard technique to 
good advantage in “Harbor Lights.” 





PICKENS PARTY 
With Jane Pickens 
15 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 12:15 p.m. 
Sustaining 
NBC, from Hollywood 

This transcribed show is good 
afternoon fare slanted for the 
femme audience. Format is a con- 
/ventional mix of chatter and mu- 
sic, with Jane Pickens handling 
the usual women’s program chores. 
That’s an asset, since Miss Pickens 
not only sings several numbers in 
each quarter-hour segment with 
her excellent pipes, but displays a 
gracious personality in her patter. 
Show also gets a big lift from the 
celebrities who guest regularly on 
this series. 

On Friday (19), Irene Dunne ap- 
peared on the show te collect a 
\“Jane Pickens Service Award” for 


Bret Morrison, 
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From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Carl Burkland, sales nianager for CBS Radio Sales, off on four-week 
tour of outfit’s offices in Detroit, Chi, L. A. and Frisco... Isabelle 
| Biasini, assistant director of religious programs for Mutual, goes back 
into the WAC as a captain at end of month....Gustav B. Margraf, NBC 
veepee, chairs radio division of the N. Y. Girl Scout fund drive. __ 
Red Barber’s daughter Sarah chipped her ankle bone in a fal] last 
week....MBS flack Framk Zuzulo due back today (Wed.) from ex. 
ploitation trip to Pittsburgh....WINS scored a news beat Thursday 
eve when Brad Phillips interviewed Junius Kellogg and Ken Norton 
involved in the Manhattan College basketball scandal. Joe Gallagher. 
indie’s news editor and a Manhattan alumnus, got the hoopsters .. : 
Donald R. Coe is ABC’s new director of special events, vice Michael 
Roshkind, resigned... .Phil Gordon, WWRL disk jock, doubling into K 
and C Cabaret, Brooklyn....ABC’s “Greatest Story Ever Told” has 
been released for non-commercial use by school and civic groups..., 
Bert Lee and Bert Lee, Jr., shared the mike covering the Ranger- 
Bruin ice hockey game over WMGM last week....Rex Marshall has 
cut a series of platters for the Coast Guard through Cecil & Presbrey 

..Herb Joseph has been appointed time buyer at Charles Schlaifer 
& Co.....George Field named northeastern sales rep for RCA The- 
saurus....WJZ’s Mary Margaret McBride having a studio built into her 
duplex apartment....WOR’s Barbara Welles (Helen Hall) is national 
chairman for the Advertising Woman of the Year award, which will 
be presented in St. Louis June 10....Donald Woods and Hope Miller 
did a “Crime Doe Not Pay” stint for M-G-M Radio Attractions. ... 
Warren Hull’s son John called up for active naval duty... . Elizabeth 
re ag N. Y. Federation of Women’s Clubs airing weekly show 
on TRL. 


WNEW is on the prowl for new talent, including novelty shows and 
those appealing to femme dialers....Jean Gillespie starring in CBS’ 
“Aunt Jenny” this week... .Richard Janaver new to “Our Gal Sunday” 
....Margot Stevenson joins “Stella Dallas”....Arnold Rebertson is 
“Young Widder Brown” addition....Casey Allen into a running part 
on the Irna Phillips serial, “Brighter Day.” He’s also continuing as a 
legit director at the Neighborhood Playhouse, N. Y. 
| Sons of the Pioneers first release for RCA Thesaurus out this month 
....Ben Grauer has made a “talking book” of “The Brave Bulls” for 
American Foundation for the Blind....ABC has added two Iowa af- 
filiates, KSO, Des Moines, and WSCJ, Sioux City....AM and TV 
impact on sports will be discussed by Sportscasters Assn. at the Radio 
Execs Club tomorrow (Thurs.)....M. M. Fleischl upped to local sales 
manager of WMCA, a new post....Philip Morris is backing “The Lone- 
some Gal” transcriber in seven major markets, including N. Y., Chi, 
Philly, Boston, Washington, Detroit and Frisco. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Mark Finley closed out 12 years with Don Lee as public relations 
director and may resume his military career for the duration. He served 
in the European theatre last war and came out as lieutenant colonel. 
Jim Parsons was moved up as the net’s publicity head and Jack Price 
shifts from KNX to handle press relations for KTSL, the new CBS- 
owned tele station.... Philip Meany, who founded the agency bearing 
has name, has retired and three associates will carry on the business... . 
ABC’s Frank Samuels finally lured Ben Hur (food produets) into radio 
with the Bob Garred newscasts. Firm, a heavy space advertiser, had 
stood off radio for all the years it has been around....Harry Ackerman 
hustled east to talk summer shows with Bill Paley and Hub Robinson 
....Just to prove his versatility, Ronald Colman wrote one of the up- 
coming “Halls of Ivy” scripts. ...Mort Lewis decamped Ralph Edwards’ 
writing staff to join his brother, Lester in the packaging of shows back 
east.... Ken Dolan hopped a plane for N.Y. to heat up a few deals.... 
Cary Grant didn’t want the home folks to hear “The Blandings” in a 
_“relaxed condition” until it was properly broken in so it’s heard in 
Hollywood on Saturday night while the rest of the country dials it the 
| previous Sabbath....On her 20th anniversary broadcast Feb. 4, Louella 
| Parsons will have Mary Pickford as her guest. It so happens that Miss 
Pickford came on LOP’s first program to present a carload of oranges 
for flood victims in the south....Suit of Charlie Isaacs and Hal Good- 
man against Martin and Lewis for unauthorized use of their material, 
was settled out of court. The gagmen asked $30,000....Gen. David 
Sarnoff in town on a Red Cross mission. He’s the national chairman. 
“Hard by his side was Joseph McConnell, NBC prez....Bruce Eells 
gathered up 150 quarter-hour transcriptions of oldies for sale to radio 
Stations. Most of the performers, stars today, were merely tyros then 
_.+.+.Hormel Girls band parked here for the next three weeks. 


IN CHICAGO ... 


Jerry Stolzoff. has resigned his radio-TV veepee berth at Cramer- 
Krasselt, Milwaukee agency, to join the Foote, Cone & Belding Chi 
Staff as radio-TV production supervisor. Succeeding him at C-K is 
Roger LeGrand. ... James Stirton, Chi ABC sales topper, named radio- 
TV chairman of Brotherhood Week here... .Philip Morris Co., for Bond 
Street tobacco, started Monday (22) with a cross-the-board transcribed 
series tagged “Lonesome Gal” on WMAQ.... Mutual prexy Frank White 
here last week attending the board meeting of the Brand Names Foun- 
dation ...WLS debuted a new Saturday eve quarter-hour segment 
featuring National Barn Dance acts. Venture is being produced by 
Bill Nelson and scripted by John Drake ... Norman Ross, WMAQ and 
| WNBQ gabber, is currently doing 17 AM and five teevee shows weekly 
....Sam Paxton, WMBI radio news editor for the past four and a half 
years, has joined Chi CBS staff as assistant public relations director 
|....Leonard Blair, Windy City ABC program head, is handling pro- 
ducer reins on the web’s Ralph Flanagan shows for U. S. Army. 
Chicago Council of Boy Scouts handed WLS cowboy singer Bob 
Atcher their annual Statuette Award....Sun-Time foreign editor Irv- 
ing Pilaum signed by agent Frank Hogan for radio and teevee work.... 
NBC director Delph Nelson exits web for producer slot with Tom 
Moore production. ...Ann Andrews, chirper on Mutual’s “Man On the 
Farm,” plugging her latest Mercury release, “So Long, It’s Been Good 
| To Know You”. ...NBC press chief Jack Ryan elected veepee of the 
,Chi Headline Club. Ell Henry, ABC publicity director, and George 
Herro, Mutual promotion chief, named to same group’s board of direc- 
tors....Beaver Valley Sweethearts in as regulars on Bob Atcher’s 
daily 4 p.m. show on WLS....WMAQ commentator Elizabeth Hart to 
address the Women’s Club of the University Church Feb. 6....Arnold 
Carlsen, Mutual central division account exec, vacationing in Florida 
....Gene Denis, R. J. Potts, Calkins & Holden agency account exec, 
guest speaker at Chi Radio Management Club teday (Wed.). 
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outstanding effort in behalf of | 


_— t 
worthy causes. Rochesier, N. Y. Paramoun 


- Miss Pickens used theatre here, whose stage has 
| this opportunity to make a pitch been dark for two eats, reall on 
| for Hollywood minimizing the the footlights Jan. 31 when it ties 
|glamor angles in the film capital. | in with WHAM in airing a broad- 
| Guests on other shows will include cast from the stage. Show is 
once oo as Phil Harris and '“Your Best Bet,” quiz packaged by 
- ope. On the show caught, | Mort Nussbaum and bankrolled by 
_Miss Pickens also delivered a brace Bond Clothes via Neff-Rogow. 
of current numbers including “Ten- | Airer will be taped Wednesday 
|nessee Waltz” and “If I Were a evenings to catch peak theatre 


Bell.” It added up to a neatly | audi : 
‘paced and varied show. Herm, P Spey e and broadeast Fridays 2 
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TV B’casters Reap Bonanza; 
Some Outstrip AM Billings 


By FARRELL DAVISSON 
Chicago, Jan. 23. 
Television broadcasters in major cities and off-the-beaten kinescope 
circuits, attending the NAB-TV meet here (probably the most repre- 





sentative gathering of TV operators to date) made some revealing off- 
the-cuff observations to VARIETY. 

What they had to say is of general interest to the entire industry, as 
their comments clinch the arguments as to TV’s terrific impact, both 
from a boxoffice standpoint, and its grip on the American economy. 
The consensus of opinion held by the buttonholed station execs was 
that the strides made by the industry the past year exceeded the most 
optimistic hopes, 

Only a year ago at the TV conference sponsored by the Chi TV. 
Council attended by many of the station managers who returned last 
week for the NAB confab, the exec who could claim his video opera- 
tion was in the black was something of a rarity But within 12 months 
the situation has practically reversed itself. At the NAB-TV meet, the 
telecaster not running in the black or very close to it, was the rare 
bird. 

Video’s audience attracting powers needs no underscoring but it’s 
been the medium’s attraction to the local advertisers which has caused 
the upsurge in billings. In many cases, the increase in local biz, which 
means the difference between profit and loss for most stations, has 
been pronounced since last fall. As one station manager put it: “A 
vear ago the advertisers thought television was a glamorous plaything. 
And now they’re finding it a profitable workhorse.” 

In a surprising number of joint AM-TV operations, it was reported 
that the tele billings have outdistanced radio billings. But significantly, 
many execs declared that their AM biz continues to hold up or im- 
prove. In fact, the resurgence of the older medium during the past 
few months has generated as much enthusiasm as the rosy teevee pic- 
ture. Echoes of the reaction to NBC's abortive radio rate cut could 
still be heard at the Chi parley. Harry Bannister, general manager of 
WWJ, Detroit, answered a query regarding his thinking on AM rate 
slashes by pointing out his daytime hourly rates were upped recently 
from $400 to $480. . ; | 

Thinking on the part of the joint operators who still have consider- 
able faith in their AM holdings seems to be that the attention focused 
on the decline of net biz last fall caused a false cloud of defeatism 
that was actually belied by the facts and figures. One indie exec | 
who requested anonymity suggested that some of the national networks 
have become so preoccupied with video that they have unconsciously 
been selling radio short. ; ; : 

Here's a representative picture of the radio-TV situation in several 
ef the nation’s top markets as reported by station toppers: 

KSD-TV, St. Louis a § 

George Burbach, general manager of KSD and KSD-TV, St. Louis. 
KSD-TV, which holds the No. 1 FCC video license and first hit the air 
Feb. 8, 1947, has been in the black since 1949. As the only teevee 
station in the market which now has 240,000 sets, KSD-TV reportedly 
carries more net shows than any other station in the country. On the 


air 98-100 hours weekly all but about 25% of the programming is web | 


fare. TV billings are running nearly double that of the sister AM 


station with KSD-TV getting $850 to KSD’s $450 for an hour of Class A | 


time. 
wasn’t made at radio’s expense in his case. KSD’s November and 
December billings ran 38% above the same months a year ago. Point- 
ing out that he’s devoting his entire ad budget this year to AM promo- 
tion he urged that the NAB should set up a kitty to promote radio on 


However, Burbach was quick to point out that the tele gain | 





CALL THE TURNS Search for Two Key Directors Is 
IN NAB-TV SETIIP Double-Pronged Problem for NAB-TV 


By GEORGE ROSEN 


Chicago, Jan. 23. 

Broadcasters seeking a place in 
the TV sun moved into Chicago 
last Friday (19) and by nightfall 
had smoothed the way by unani- 
mous acclamation for the first con- 
crete video organizational struc- 
ture. 

Sparked by some of the nation’s 
more aggressive TV broadcasters, 
the session accomplished its goal— 
the formation of an NAB-TV which 
would have complete autonomy in- 
dependent of the radio broadcast- 
ers, and whose board of directors 
would be the court of last resort. 


There were pre-convention fore- 





bodings that NAB prexy Justin 
Miller, as nominal head of the in- 
dustry organization, would look 


with displeasure at the move to | 
} 


bring the video operators under 
the overall NAB tent under cir- | 
cumstances that would strip him | 





‘Cantankerous’ 
Chicago, Jan. 23. 

One of the names put in 
nomination for the MAB-TV 
board of directors was that of 
Walter Damm, the “stormy 
petrel” of WTMJ, Milwaukee, 
who failed to put in an appear- 
ance, as he and his wife were 
celebrating their 35th wedding 
anni. 

On the theory that Damm 
would reject the nomination, 
in view of his absence, it was 
suggested that’ the nomina- 
tion go to Harry Bannister, 
of WWJ-TV, Detroit, conceded 
to be, in the absence of Damm, 
the “most cantankerous broad- 
caster” present. “Certainly it 
should be one or the other,” it 
was agreed. 

“But definitely not both of 
them,” went up the wail. 








of any authority, but the TV broad- H ld H h 
casters themselves had the final 
as arold Hough s 


These were the blue-chips 
operators on a high management 
level. The stakes from here on in 
would be high, and they were de- 
termined not to take chances. 

With Miller on hand more or 
less in the role of an observer, the 
TV broadcasters, representing 80% 
of the nation’s 107 TV operations, 
moved in and ran the show them- 
selves. They were determined to | 





exercise the right of self-govern- 


ment as TV broadcasters, to fore- | 
stall any possibility of interference 
from the NAB itself or step-child 
treatment on the part of an or- 
ganization that until now, many 
felt, has been beating the AM 
drum at the expense of. TV. 
Having waited fon ‘years for the 


| NAB to take the inifiative in giv- 


| 
| 


/ under which the NAB would re-. 
| main as the overall industry tent, 
| but would permit the TV operators 


a national basis. “We can lick this rate cut thinking in short order,” | 


» stated, 
a WWJ-TV, Detroit 


Operating in a three-station market with a set circulation of 400,000, 
WWJ-TV cracked the $1,000,000 mark in billings during 1950. 
(Continued on page 34) 


NBC's McConnell 


On Fence-Mending 
Mission to Chicago 


Chicago, Jan. 23. 


NBC prexy Joseph H. McConnell 
put in an appearance at the NAB- 
TV convention last Friday (19), 
ostensibly to pledge the network's 
cooperation in giving the video. 
broadcasters a firmer footing as an 
industry organization, but actually 





Stanton’s Tint Face 
Chicago, Jan. 23. 
CBS prexy Frank Stanton 
was scheduled to put in an ap- 
pearance here Friday evening 
(19) when the web staged a 
color TV demonstration for the 
video broadcasters attending 
the NAB-TV convention. Stan- 
ton’s plane, however, was un- 
able to land in Chi and went 
on to Omaha. CBS veepee 
Isarry Lowman took over dur- 
ing the demonstration. 
' As a lot of the delegates 
were checking out, Stanton was 
reported on a bus somewhere 
between Omaha and Chicago. 











The | 





ing due recognition to TV’s as- 
cendancy, the broadcasters them- 
selves practically threw down the 
gauntlet. They dictated the terms 


to call their own turns and set TV 
policy, functioning with their own 
board of directors who would be, 


-,, | responsible to no one but the tele- | 
Harry Bannister, general manager of WWJ and WW4J-TV, Detroit: | vision 


broadcasters themselves, 
with their own budget, bylaws, 
membership, etc. 


TBA Skedded for Limbo 


Under this new setup, the guid- 
ing spirits of the Television Broad- 
casters Assn. are brought into the 
fold, with the TBA scheduled to 
pass into limbo. Representative 
TV broadcasters formerly func- 
tioning within the framework of 
the TBA, including four video net- 
works, will serve on the board of 
NAB-TV. These include’ Larry 
Lowman, of CBS; Frank (Scoop) 
Russell, of NBC; Joseph McDon- 
ald, of ABC, and Dr. Allen Du- 
Mont, head of the DuMont net- | 
work and laboratories. To these’ 


_were added nine more board mem-_ 
| bers, two representing indie sta- | 





| . 

his Chi move-in had more signifi- | t d 
cance to the web. Baltin Protec e 

Apparently NBC is still smarting | 
the recent NBC overtures to effect | TBA F ld 
a reduction in its radio rate struc- fl 0 ero0 
ture, which invited the affiliate 
Was an opportunity for McConnell One of the provisions under 
to do a sock public relations job which the Television Broadcasters 
for the web in countering the Assn acceded to dissolution and 

Numbered among the many TV | formed NAB-TV, was the finding 
Operators attending the organiza- of a job for Will Baltin, executive 
tional convention were the blue-, secretary of the TBA. It’s expect- 
and TV operations. It was not only new setup in a similar secretarial 
an Opportunity for McConnell to post. (Still to be resolved, how- 
catch up with many of the mem- ever, is the future status of J. R. 
met, but also to cement the NBC- The TBA board will report the 
alfiliate relationship in the face of Chi convention proceedings — 
the rate discov’ fiasco. That he to the organization. Apparently, 
by the station men present, who definition of “auptonomy” as pro- 
“ere tossed a dinner by McConnell mulgated at the eae TBA | 
and the NBC station relations boys. vention, paving the way for \ 


under the gang-up of affiliates to 

members to accept a discount. This Chicago, Jan. 23. 

abortive move. joining the ranks of the newly- 

Chips NBC affiliates with both AM | ed that Baltin will move into the 

bership family he hadn't previously , Poppele, TBA prexy.) 

carried it off weil was attested to the TBA board is satisfied with the 
NBC came off with flying colors. , to pass out of the picture. 


(Continued on page 34) ' 


Why Be 1-Safe?’ 
Sparks TV Meet 


Chicago, Jan. 23. 

Something akin to a “TV Bill of 
Rights,” defining the responsibili- 
ties of the television broadcasters 
to the American family, was out- 
lined by Harold Hough, of WBAP- 
TV, Fort Worth, in keynoting the 
NAB-TV meet here, which sparked 
the video operators into action. 

The terrific impact of TV on the 
home, Hough pointed out, creates 
a responsibility to the broadcasters 
that assumes “frightening propor- 
tions.” Thus the No. 1 responsi- 
bility, he pointed out, is that the 
TV broadcaster “must not enter 
the American home with dirty 
- He must first clear the mud 
Oo Ais 

To assume his_ responsibility, 
Hough -said, the TV _ broadcaster 
must always be alerted to the edu- 
cational, entertainment and public 
service aspects. Only then can he 
have a healthy operation. And to 
achieve this, the TV economy must 
be sound. 

“The way things are going, it’s as 
though 200,000,000 people have 
decided to take over the indus- 
try,” he cautioned. ‘Which means 
we must be on our guard. The 
problems are immediate. We must 
alert ourselves to the present hear- 
ings on educational allocations; the 
demands of ASCAP; the football 
and sports situation in general 
which threaten programming; and 


| the constant demands for excessive 


fees for rights.” 

Above all, he added, the TV 
broadcaster must alert himself fo 
the myriad of overnight promoters 
who are moving in and discrediting 
the industry. 








The New NAB-TV Board 


Chicago, Jan. 23. 


The NAB-TV board of directors set up at last Friday’s (19) con- 
vention in Chicago breaks down as follows: two members repre- 
senting TV-only stations (without AM or FM affiliation); seven 
other station operators (having AM or FM adjuncts), and four 


representing DuMont, ABC, NBC 


and CBS. 


All told, 16 names were put into nomination, with 13 chosen. 
Named as chairman was Eugene S. Thomas, of WOQR-TV, New 
York. Serving with him are Paul Raibourn, of KTLA, the Para- 
mount station in Los Angeles; W. D. Rogers, Jr., of KEYL, San 
Antonio (both representing the TV-only stations); Robert D. Swe- 
zey, of WDSU-TV, New Orleans; Claire R. McCullough, of WGAL- 


TV, Lancaster, Pa.; Harold Hough, 


of WBAP-TV, Fort Worth (who 


presided at the convention as one of the major sparkplugs in formu- 
lating NAB-TV); George B. Storer, representing the Fort Industry 
stations; Harry Bannister, WJW-TV, Detroit; and Campbell Ar- 
noux, of WTAR-TV, Norfolk, whose resolution paved the way for 


the autonomous operation. 


The four network reps on the board 


will probably include the quartet that served on the TBA board— 


namely, Joseph McDonald, of ABC; Frank (Scoop) Russell, of NBC; 


Larry Lowman, of-CBS, and Dr. Allen, DuMont. 
Swezey and Thomas served on the regular NAB board as the TV 


station delegates at large. 


They automatically resigned from the 


NAB directorate upon their new designations. 
NAB board membership will thus be reduced from 26 to 24, with 


13 on the NAB-TV board. 


Chicago, Jan. 23. 


Formulating of the NAB-TV here 
last Friday (19) finds the overall 
industry organization confronted 
with a two-fold task—the designa- 
| tion of both an AM director and a 
|TV director, two of the key men 
who will be responsible for much 
of the future success of the radio 
and video structures. 


NAB-TV wound up its Chi con- 
vention without designating anyone 
to guide the video setup. They’re 
looking for a top man and dangling 
|}a Salary of $25,000 or $30,000 a 
| year—if the right man comes along. 
| They would like someone with the 
| knowhow of a Bill Ryan, who re- 
| camey relinquished the general 
managership of NAB to guide the 
| destinies of Broadcast Advertising 
| Bureau. 
| When the NAB board of direc- 
| tors meets in Clearwater, Fla., next 
week it, too, will be confronted 
| with finding a successor to Ryan. 
|The name of Robert Richards, pres- 
ently the public relations chief for 
NAB, has been most frequently 
| tossed around. But it’s understood 
that while the naming of Ryan’s 
successor will come up, actually no 
| official designation will be made as 
,yet. The new NAB-TV board will 
‘also meet at Clearwater to discuss 
a director and evolve some pattern. 

One of the reasons why the 

| NAB-TV membership insisted on 
| autonomy, with no dictation from 
|prexy Justin Miller or the NAB 
board, has been the recurring ru- 
mor that Ryan, considered a top- 
flight operator who restored much 
of NAB’s prestige since his ap- 
pointment to the post last April, 
actually found himself enveloped 
in the samé cocoon that brought 
general industry’ dissatisfaction 
with the organization in the past, 
and as result welcomed the move 
over to BAB. 


New Setup Eases 
B caster Tension 
On Coin Outlays 


Chicago, Jan 23. 

Creation of the NAB-TV as a sep- 
arate entity, while seen by some as 
inviting “two-headed monster” re- 
| percussions, nonetheless eases con- 
‘siderable friction and sensitivities 
(existing between AM and TV 
broadcasters as to “who is paying 
the freight for whom?” 

Under its old setup, the NAB 
was spending about $50,000 a year 
| to cover its TV administrative func- 
|tions, but was actually collecting 
‘about $4,800 in dues through its 
‘taxing of NAB members with the 
sum of $10 a month for the auxil- 
iary TV services. The $50,000 was 
| coming out of the annual $750,000 
_budget kitty that the AM broad- 
casters were laying on the line. As 
result, a lot of the AM boys were 


(Continued on page 34) 


Miller Bullish on AM-TV 
But Sees Manpower Drain 


Chicago, Jan. 23. - 
Judge Justin Miller, prexy of the 
National Assn. of Broadcasters, 
speaking informally before a well- 
attended session of the Chi Tele- 
vision Council last Wednesday (17), 
painted a generally optimistic pic- 
ture of the future of radio and TV, 
despite the unsettled world situa- 
tion. He did warn, however, that 
the industry will be tapped rather 
heavily for trained men and will 
face increasing material shortages 
if the international crisis deepens. 
Touching on the recently passed 
excess profits tax bill, the NAB 
topper pointed out the new law 
may benefit broadcasters in the 
form of additional advertising 
| budgets and that exemptions writ- 
| ten into the bill will protect infant 
industries such as video. 
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New Use for Theatre TV Seen in Giant 


Screen Which Center Preems Tonight 


Theatre television will be put to¢ 
when | 


a new use tonight (Wed.) 
NBC unveils its new big-screen 
unit in the Center theatre, N. Y., 
a 
theatre's 


studio audience. 





a giant monitor screen for the | 
With | 





WOR’s TV Corner 


Confidence which TV indus- 
try has in its future expan- 


sion, despite the possibility of 

















the Jimmy Durante stanza of NBC's national emergency curbs, is 

“Four Star Revue” drawing the; pointed up by WOR-TV’s going 

testing honors, the theatre TV sys-| ahead with plans to erect new 

tem is expected to overcome most studios on Columbus ave., be- 

of the obstacles which NBC has tween West 67th and 68th 

confronted to date in utilizing the streets, Manhattan. New build- 

mammoth Center to its fullest ad- ing will be tagged TV Corner. 

vantage. If the test proves suc- WOR-TV bought the site in 

cessful, consequently, it’s believed April, 1949. Jack R. Poppele, 

that most of the web’s big comedy engineering veepee, told Va- 

s s will yiove into that house. RIETY that plans for the new 
ro date, Ed Wynn is the only one building have not yet been 

of NBC's Sunday and Wednesday wrapped up. First it will be 

night co y stars to use the Cen- necessary to clear details 

ter. Others, including Durante,| through the National Produc- 

Eddie Cantor, Bob Hope, Jack Car-| tion Administration and to 

son, ete., have refused to play in|  eonsider priorities and avail- 

the house because of its size (t has| abilities of material. 

a seating capacity of about 3,000) It is expected the new struc- 

They we ps raid that they would ture will house four studios 

not be able to establish the rare for dramatic shows plus small- 

fe1v rapport with the studio audi-| 6, studios. Target date for 

vide Wynn, for example. has dis-| Completion is December. 

covered thet such apparently minor ! __ as oe 

things as mugging, which form a 

Javge part of TV’s potency because AT&T Sif | 

o! the medium’s intimacy, are com- fo | | 

pictely lost on the studio audience. 

As a result the comics cannot de- 

pend on theatre audiences for their | 


one purpose—timing for their gags. 
Wynn Waives Priority 


Color TV Rates 





Use of the big-screen unit, it’s | 
hoved, will correct all that. Unit Washington, Jan. 23. 
will comprise RCA’s instantaneous Reasonableness of AT&T rates 


projection system, which will throw 
images of the show onto a 15x 20- 
foot screen. The screen has been 
hung above the stage in full view 


for carrying CBS color television 
over the coaxial cable and micro- 
wave relay will be investigated by 
the FCC. The agency said last 


of the audience, but tilted at an week it is including color rates in 
angle so that it’s out of camera a pending inquiry ordered over a 
range. Studio audience, as a re- year ago into charges for mono- 


sult, can watch the screen and see 
exactly the pictures that are trans- 
mitted over the air without the 
home audience knowing about it. 
Idea is the brainchild of NBC- 
TV exec veepee Sylvester L. (Pat) 
Weaver. Wynn, incidentally, as the 
only comic to use the Center until 
now, was to have had first crack at 


chrome transmission. 

Revised AT&T rates, effective 
Jan. 25, provide for the use of in- 
tercity facilities on an alternate. 
basis for transmitting 525-line 
black and white and 405-line (CBS) 
field sequential signals, with addi- 
tional charges for TV stations so 
connected. CBS color signals are 


it. But since the unit was in- now being transmitted for experi- | 
stalled in time for the Durante’ mental showings from New York to 
show tonight, and Wynn's show Philadelphia and Chicago. 


isn’t scheduled until next week, he 
agreed to let Durante have the 
honors. 

One sidelight of the idea is the 
interest being shown in the unit by 
the web's staff producers. Number 
of those who recently witnessed a 
demonstration of big-screen TV for | 


the first time expressed amazement : P 
Ohio Solon Again Offers 


at the way it showed up imperfec- - 
tions in lighting, staging. costumes, Bill on Auto TV Ban 
Columbus, Jan. 23. 


RCA’s 525-line compatible color 
signals are being telecast locally in 
Washington during off hours of the 
NBC station here. The network 
has been given an additional 90 
|days authority to continue the 
tests. 





etc. They claimed they had never 
been able to see such things on the 
standard small-screen monitors 
provided for their control booths. 
As a result, NBC hopes that the 
big-screen unit may lead to a gen- 
eral improvement in its entire pro- 


'cinnati, again introduced a bill in 
the Ohio House of Representatives 
/ making it unlawful to install a tele- 
vision set in a motor vehicle where 
| the screen is vible to the driver. 





gramming operation. 
‘duced last year, was passed by the 
| House but died at the end of the 


MASS. SOLONS MULLING — rouse but died at me end of the 
STATE-OPERATED AIRER ». 


Rep. Joseph X. Schwartz, of Cin- | 


| The same type of bill was intro- | 


‘Songs for Sale’ Back 
As TV Stanza Feb. 3 


“Songs for Sale,” which pre- 
emed as a simulcast on CBS, but 
later dropped its television version, 
returns to video Feb. 3 on that 
web. Show is to be aired Satur- 
day nights from 7:30 to 8, replac- 
ing two 15-minute news programs 
which had been sustainers. 


New Vidcast Rules | 


in part. 








Of Pigskin League 


monkeywrenches, 
TV fiend.” 


Seen as Govt.Balm 


The Girl Friend & the TV Fiend 


Minneapolis, Jan. 23. 


Minneapolis Sunday Tribune commented editorially on the man- 
ner which it declares TV “has greatly altered the normal patterns 
of courtship” and asserted, in effect, it’s killing the old conceptions 
of romance and making things tough for the feminine sex. 

“It seems that there are now any number of young men who 
freeze like statues by the television set when visiting their heart’s 
desire and never budge an inch all evening,” the editorial stated 
“The young lady sits disconsolately in the living room 
while her swain stares stolidly at the TV screen. 

“In rapid succession she has hinted that she would like to go to 
the movies, a dance and the neighbors for a hand of bridge, but 
this has only led the boy friend to consolidate his position a little 
| more determinedly. ... He manages to exhibit a profound disin- 
| terest in his girl friend, and as he staggers to his feet at the even- 
ing’s end he is already muttering about the next night’s programs. 
“Television, they say, has been a fine influence in holding the 
| family together, but an evening of television has no more elements 
of romance than a plateful of buttered rutabagas or a gross of 
If you don’t believe it, ask the girl friend of a 











Chicago, Jan. 23. 
New rules governing the tele- 
casts of its games were passed 
lhere last week by the National 
Football League which, it claims, 
|will increase local video coverage 
| of its 1951 schedule 75° over a 
year ago. However, the new plan 
jis so hedged with restrictions, that 





Snader Hopes to Make 960 Briefies 











trade observers doubt that it will, 
in actual practice, result in much 
of an increase. Rather, it’s seen 
as the league’s attempt to get back 
in the good graces of the Dept. of 
Justice which last fall began scru- 
tinizing the conference’s TV rules. 

The department became inter- 
ested in the pro league’s TV rules 
when WICU, Erie, Pa., complained 
of “restraint of trade” after the 
station was refused permission to 
televise the Cleveland Browns’ 
home games. Station beefed over 
the nix because it was outside of 
the Browns’ 75-mile home terri- 
tory. Under last year’s rules, the 
teams banned telecasts within this 
home area. 


As a result of the new regula- 
tions, the teams “may” sell video | 
rights in their home territory, pro- | 
viding the visiting team okays the | 
sale. Also, they may permit pick- | 
up of the games by any station, | 
so long as the telecast does not go | 
into the territory of another club | 
where a game is being played. | 
Further restrfctions prohibits a | 

(Continued on page 29) 


Lolly on Local TV 


Hollywood, Jan. 23. 

Louella Parsons is finally go- 
ing to show herself on the 
home screens. She has finally 
yielded to the entreaties of 
Don MeNeill to emcee his 
Breakfast Club Feb. 23 during 
the three-week Hollywood 
stand of tge popular ABC pro- 
gram from Chicago. 

Columnist recently made a 
TV test there, which clinched 
the move-up date of her debut. 
Andrew Jergens, her radio 
sponsor, has been after LOP 
to get on the channels by next 
fall. 


Pitt Jock Snarled 
In Philco-DuM Tiff 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 23. 

Rege Cordic, one of Pittsburgh’s 
i best-known disk jockeys whose 
| three-hour morning show (6 to 9 
\a. m.) on WWSW, is one of the 
| most popular programs in town, got 
i'caught in the middle of a hassle 
|last week between the DuMont 
Colgate, which had signed to| TV network and Philco, with the 
sponsor “Hawkins Falls” on a five- | result that Cordic’s scheduled tee- 
a-week daytime basis via NBC vee debut was called off at the last 
starting March 1, may switch to|™inute. He was to have done a 
“Susan Penny,” another 15-minute | Weekly show here on WDTV every 
| projected soap opera series which | Wednesday afternoon at 3:30 for 
NBC has been trying to sell. Show | the Philco people, with the format 
is to be aired 3 to 3:15 p.m. cross- | based loosely on that of his AM 
the-board. | stint. 

If Colgate decides in favor of Whole thing was tied up with 
“Penny,” NBC is expected to air the off-and-on status of the Arthur 
“Falls” on a sustaining basis from | Murray Show with DuMont. Cor- 
_3:15 to 3:30. Two shows are to die had been signed by Philco sev- 
| Start the web’s daytime program- eral weeks ago to tee off Jan. 10, 

ming Mondays through Fridays,! with date later being pushed back 
| leading into the Bert Parks show, to Jan. 17, and that delay probably 
aired ‘from 3:30 to 4, and the Kate | cost him the video program. 


Smith show, which goes from 4 Fortnight ago, WDTV announced 
to 5. | that the Murray show was coming 














Colgate May Switch To 
New ‘Penny’ Soap Series 


| 





Boston, Jan. 23. | 
Discussions of establishment of | 
a state-operated TV station with 
sets in every classroom are under 
way at legislative committee meet- 
ings here. Bill is getting active 
support from Edward Mullowney, 
Massachusetts Education Assn. 
member, who claims installations 
of sets would be valuable in teach- 
ing children how cities could be 
evacuated in emergencies and also 
predicting evacuation education 
would be given eventually by TV. 
Also under considertaion by leg- 
islators is bill to require TV tech- 
nicians to be state-licensed. 


‘Rate Your Mate’ Eyed 
As Joey Adams TVer, Too 


Joey Adams’ “Rate Your Mate,” some length on. their 
which switehed from Sunday to, starting stations and their ability 
Tuesday nights this week on the) to subsidize them. 

CBS radio web, will be kinescoped, Dr. Francis J. Brown of the 
by CBS in the near future for pos-| American Council on Education 
sible television airing. Radio ver-| testified that a number of educa- 
sion, which is reportedly drawing tional institutions are ready to go 
nibbles from several potential | ahead with TV stations. 

sponsors, copped an 8.8 in the| George P. Adair, engineering 
most recent Nielsen ratings, as, consultant for the Joint Committee 
against the 5.4 for the first half-;on Educational Television, 
hour of NBC’s “Big Show,” against mitted a plan for allocating 49 
which it was slotted. | Stations to meet educational needs 

Adams, meanwhile, is expected, in the northeastern states. The 
to take over the time formerly oc-| plan is based on use of UHF chan- 
cupied by Robert Q. Lewis in CBS-| nels. 
TV’s daytime schedule early in| Under 
March, | Brown, 


Washington, Jan. 23. 
The campaign to set aside chan- 
‘nels for non-commercial 
| tional television, which has been 





gan two months ago, drew its first 
opposition yesterday (22) as the 
| FCC resumed testimony after a 
four-week lapse. Counsel for the 
Television Broadcasters Assn. and 
the NAB, which got interested 
|after the educators made their 
pitch for VHF as well as UHF 
channels, questioned witnesses at 





questioning by Thad 
counsel for TBA, Adair 


Opposition Gathers to Campaign 
For Non-Comm1 Educ'l Channels 


educa- | 


' gathering steam since hearings be- | 
plans for, 


sub- | 


off and that it would be replaced by 
Phileco Playhouse. Channel 3 had 





in the 9-10 slot Sunday nights, but 
| when the Murray program went on, 


house Thursday nights at 11 by 
kinescope. Station here even Ccar- 


(Continued on page 28) 





said he thought UHF is ready for 
standardization but that it would! 





| 
be two to three years before trans- 
mitters and receivers will be TV Into Mpls. Schools 
available, e 
Burton Paulu, manager of the As Part of Curriculum; 
U. of Minnesota radio station, 


KUOM, said that an FCC set-aside 
of channels would accelerate the 
ability of the university to obtain ae : : 
funds for TV. Under questioning | _ Television will get into the pub- 
by Vincent Wasilewski, counsel for | /i¢ School here for the first time 
NAB, he said a $350,000 budget for with the installation of four sets 
video would be well within reason ‘0 be used as part of the curricu- 
for a large university. lum in hard of hearing classes to 
Questioned by Commissioner aid children in lip reading studies. 
George Sterling, Paulu said a final| 5¢ts with 16-inch screens will be 
determination of the color question ©4pped so individual earphones 
might expedite the university’s|™4y be plugged in, just as ear- 
plans, now at least five years off, Phones are now used in these 
to get into video. classes during radio programs. 


set Asked by | 
Sterling if he thought color would! Public school pupils also now 


Pupils Set on Programs 


Minneapolis, Jan. 23. 


enhance the value for TV for edu- are participating in television pro-| 


cation, he replied, “enormously.” | grams sponsored by the public 

The Commission was told by schools from 4:15 to 4:40 p.m, 
Clark Tibbitts of the U. S. Office Tuesdays, over WTCN-TV. Pro. 
of Education that educational sta-; grams feature safety _ playlets 
tions could .make an important | speeches, pageants and dramatized 
contribution in helping the handi-| stories. Taking part are 


ing their fitness for jobs in indus- | all grades, teachers, parents and 
try. PTA officials, 


previously carried dramatic show | 


| WDTV began to carry Philco Piay- | 


- the | 
capped, particularly by demonstrat-| school superintendent, children of 


Within Year; to Lens Soon in East 


——¢ Snader Telescriptions, producers 


| of musical film briefies for TV, will 
start lensing in N. Y. as well as on 
the Coast within the next 60 days, 
Prexy Louis Snader, in N. Y. to 
scout studio facilities, declared 
that a number of artists he hopes 
to sign for the pix never get to 
the Coast and so it’s necessary to 
launch production in the east, 
Arthur Dreifuss, who has a nume 
ber of major film musicals to his 
credit, will be in charge of the 
eastern operation and it’s expected 
that he’ll use the Fox Movietone 
studios. 


Films, which run a maximum of 
three-and-a-half minutes and star 
some of the top recording artists, 
such as Peggy Lee, King Cole, etc., 
have averaged about $1,800 in cost 
on the Coast. Snader predicted the 
average budgets would climb to 
about $2,500 to $3,000 in N. Y. He 
has been turning out about 10 a 
| week at the General Service Stu- 
|dios in Hollywood, with over 300 
completed so far. He hopes to be 
,able to produce another 10 or 15 
| weekly in N. Y. In all, Snader 
/hopes to have 960 completed by 
/the end of his first year of opera- 
tion, 





A La Records 


Producer likened his films to re- 
| cordings and predicted they would 
| be utilized by TV stations the same 
| way records are used by radio out- 
| lets. To date they have been bought 

by 11 stations and he said another 
| 15 would be added within the next 
/month, including N. Y. Pix are 
| distributed for Snader by Kaufman 
Associates, with the stations get- 
ting the opportunity to buy them 
|either on a per-use or unlimited 
, basis. Stations can lease them for 
,a year, with rntals based on set 
circulation in each area. 

To get clearance from the Amere 


(Continued on page 28) 


ACKERMAN DUE EAST ON 
CBS STUDIO HUDDLES 


Harry Ackerman, chief of CBS’ 
Coast operations, arrives from Hol- 
lywood tomorrow (Thurs.) for hud- 
dles with program veepee Hubbell 
Robinson, Jr. Duo will discuss the 
studio requirements for the web’s 
“TV. City,” now under construction 
| on the Coast. 

| With the relay link from N. Y. 
| to Los Angeles expected to be com- 
| pleted by the end of the year, it’s 
| believed that CBS is considering 
| whether to move some of its dra- 
‘matic programs to Hollywood at 
that time. Thus, Ackerman’s dis- 
cussions with Robinson and other 
‘homeoffice execs will determine 
what facilities might be needed to 


handle the potential programming 
load. 











Cereal Institute Takes 
Sat. Half-Hour in March 


Chicago, Jan. 23. 

Cereal Institute, association of 
/Major breakfast food processors, 
has ordered a half-hour of Satur- 
day afternoon time on NBC-TV for 
| March delivery. Show bought for 
_ the segment, which is not yet defe 
initely slotted, will be Herbert S. 
_Laufman’s “Mr. Wizard,” a science 
, package aimed at kid dialers. 

Series will originate in Chicago 
and will feature Don Herbert as 
Mr. Wizard. Jules Pewowar will 
i produce the show, 
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Blue Book for TV? 


Washington, Jan. 23. 


Rumblings of a major move to do something about TV programs 


are being heard around the FCC. 


Talk is that the agency will ask 


for the support of the broadcasters in working out some formula to 


improve programming. 


The possibility of a Blue Book for TV is said to be remote in view 
of the different problems involved in the visual medium in public 


service programming. 


Nor is it likely that any station’s license 


will be held up, come renewal time, to serve as a guinea pig for 


the industry. 


What the agency is hitting for, 


it’s understood, is the full back- 


ing of the broadcasters, and it believes the atmosphere is ripe for 
it. An exploratory conference would probably be the first step. 
The Commission is said @ have received many complaints from 


parents and educators regarding 


the quality of programs on video. 


Criticism has been directed against programming in general as well 


as particular types of shows, 
agency to adopt a 
“grown up.” 


which 
“wait and see” 
But it’s felt now that with some 10,000,000 sets in 


reportedly has caused the 
attitude until the medium has 


use and many stations on all-day schedule, the time has arrived 


for 


a good look at the situation. 


While discussions have been under way some time, it’s expected 
that the results of the comprehensive monitoring survey of New 
York TV programming, given to the Commission today by the 


Joint 
agency’s case. 


Committee on Educational Television, 


will bolster the 








GM, U.S. Steel Bites on Montgomery 
Cue New Institutional Interest in TV 


Further 
cess profits tax will lure a number 
of institutional 
into television, was seen this week 
with news that General Motors and 
U. S. Steel have entered bids to 
buy the series of hour-long dramas 
produced on NBC by Robert Mont- 
gomey. 
rolled by American Tobacco under 
the title of 
Theatre,” but the other sponsors 
have already shown interest in 
picking up the show when the 
Luckies contract expires in May. 

Broadcasters are generally. con- 
vinced, meanwhile, that they'll ben- 
efit from the excess profits tax and 
war economy, much the’ same as 
they did during World War Il, 
through the entrance of big na- 


tional advertisers such as GM and | 


U. S. Steel into TV. But while the, 
networks will thus gain an advan- 
tage, it's believed the local indie 
stations may be hurt. 

Local stations’ revenue, it’s 
pointed out, comes mostly from 
small local advertisers who are 
seeking a direct point-of-sale pitch | 
to viewers. These sponsors, under 


a wartime economy, are exepcted to | 


be selling out as much merchan- 
dise as they can get their hands 
on. As a result, according to the 
network execs, they'll no longer 
have to advertise and so may pull 
out of local TV sponsorship. Webs 


(Continued on page 29) 


Pix Occupy 30% 
Of Coast TV Time 


Hollywood, Jan. 23. 





Since Hollywood is the film capi- | 


tal of the world, it probably 
shouldn't be surprising that pic- 


tures play a dominant part in the: 


television pattern on the coast. The 
seven videoutlets in Los Angeles 
and Hollywood currently are beam- 
ing 132 motion pictures weekly— 
which accounts for 30% of all pro- 
gramming. And another 7°o is 
used up by film serials, shorts and 
Specially-made telepix. 

Celluloid, of course, is the cheap- 
est sort of prograraming at the mo- 
ment—and the one that guarantees 
a very high rating, on the coast, at 
least. However, the shortage of 
available films and the problem of 
censoring questionable 
and dialog keeps the program de- 
partments busy. 

_ Total of 151 hours of feature film 
is being used here weekly out of a 
total telecast time of 503 hours. 
KTLA tops the list of film users 
With 25 pictures weekly consuming 
°) hours. or 46° of the station's 
time on the air. KTSL is second 
With 26¢> and KFI-TV third with 


33. KN®RH. KECA-TV. KTTV and 
KLAC-TV follow. 


proof that the rew ex-+ 


type advertisers 


Program is currently bank- | 


“Your Lucky Strike | 


situations | 





‘Shortnin’ Bread?’ 


Nelson Eddy may make his tele- | 





ADS FILL 10% TIME 


Washington, Jan. 23. 





New 


| program schedules to _ entertain- 


TELE STUDY FINDS 


1 3 





| 
| 
' 


York’s seven TV stations | 
devote two-thirds of their combined | 


|ment and 10% of their broadcast | 


| time to advertising. 


| This was disclosed today (23) to, TV, Louisville, 
ithe FCC by the Joint Committee ‘early this month. 


jon Educational Television in sub- | 


|mitting results of the first compre- ,on WAVE-TV 


Life Mag Embraces TV, Via ‘Kukla, 


Despite Competitive Billings Boast 


> 





WAVE-TV’s Rate Hike 


Louisville, Jan. 23. 
New national rate of $400 an 
| hour and $80 a minute for WAVE- 
was announced 
It becomes ef- 
‘fective on March 1. Network rate 
has been $400 an 


|hensive monitoring survey of TV_ /hour since Jan. 1, 1951. 


| programming. The study was made | 


A certified public accountant tab- 


|during the week of Jan. 4-10 by! ulation shows there were 73,250 


|the National Assn. of Educational 


television sets in the Louisville 


| Broadcasters under the direction of | area as of Dec. 31, 1950. 


|Dr. Dallas Smythe, research case) 
tor for NAEB. 

| In presenting an analysis of the | 
|survey, Dr. Smythe, .orme. chief 
| economist for the Commission, tes- 
| tified that New York was selected 
'for the study on the assumption | 
that TV programming there “would | 
| reflect the vast and rich cultural | 
resources of America’s first city 
|and therefore would represent the | 
most varied and rewarding view- | 
ing-fare available to residents of 7 
any American community.” It was | 
|assumed, he added, that a New} 


| York study would show commercial | 


{TV in its “best light,” from the 
{standpoint of composition of pro- 
| gramming. 

Dr. 


Smythe admitted that the televising of football games, 





Despite Ban, Seek | 


Mandatory TVing | 
Of Minn. Grid Sked 


Minneapolis, Jan. 23. 
Although the Big 10 Conference 
of which the Gophers are members, 
and the NACC as well, prohibit live 
Rep. 


vision debut amidst a welter of | survey failed in attempting to learn D. D. Wozniak of St. Paul is intro- 


cooking shaws. CBS-TV is dicker- | 
ing with the baritone for a five- ! 


| times-per-week series, which would 


probably comprise 15 minutes per 
day during the early afternoon. 


If the deal goes through, it’s ex- 


pected Eddy will move east because | 


of the difficulty of kinescoping a 
cross-the-board series. 


CBS Claims DuM 
Infringed on Color, 
Seeks Injunction 


CBS filed a suit against the Allen | 
B. DuMont Labs in N. Y. federal ' 
court yesterday (Tues.) charging | 








i ie 


DuMont with infringement of its | 


color television patents. Suit, which 
asked for,an injunction to prevent 
‘DuMont from making use of the! 
patents and for an accounting of 
profits, alleged that DuMont had 
illegally manufactured and sold in- 
dustrial color TV systems based on 
CBS inventions. 

(CBS prez Frank Stanton and 
board chairman William S. Paley | 
recently toured the DuMont plant 
at Passaic, N. J., 
ports that the latter company might | 
tie in with CBS color. 
nection between that visit and the | 
CBS suit was denied yesterday by | 
DuMont execs, 
ier might still be in the works.) | 

Complaint alleged that G. R.' 
“Tingley, who left CBS in 1949 to) 
join the DuMont engineering staff, 
was “persuaded or caused” by Du 
Mont to reveal the patents. 
ley, according to CBS, carried out 
for the most part the design of cir- 
cuits and other components in the 
‘color receiver while in the CBS 
employ. Suit claimed that a Du 


{ 





Mont exec had witnessed a demon- | 


stration of CBS color during a sur- 
gical operation at tke U. of Penn- 
-sylvania in 1949 but, after show- 
ing interest in the system, refused | 
to sign a non-exclusive pact for use | 
of the patents on a royalty basis. 





Bamberger’s to Back 
Cross-Boarder on WOR-TV 


L. Bamberger & Co., Newark de- 
partment store, is set to back a 
show on WOR-TV, N. Y. Aijrer 
would be skedded cross-the-board 
at 2-3 p.m., to start as soon as the 
vehicle is readied. 

Store. which figures in the own- 
ership of WOR through its R. H. 
Macy ‘tie. also backs a show on 

; WATV, Newark. 


which led to re- | 


Any con- | 


indicating such ay 


Ting- 


the proportion of sponsored pro- 
grams as against sustaining “‘be- 
cause of the difficulty of determin- | 
Re from where the viewers sit just 
which programs are sponsored and 
' which are not.” 

But the actual time devoted to. 
commercials, he brought out, - 
cupied 55 hours of the total of 564 
hours of broadcasting by the seven 
stations during the survey week. 


Length of Commercials 

The average length of an adver- | 
tisement on all stations, he said, 
was 73 seconds, 
commercials on stations devoting 
|the least Overall time to advertis- | 
ing. Thus, he noted, station WATV, 
with 6°% of its broadcast time in. 
advertising, devotes an average of | 
'100 seconds to its commercials | 
| while WNBT, which occupies 18°% 
of its broadcast time with sdvertio- 








ing, devotes an average of 79 sec- member. 


onds per commercial. 
| In addition to the spot commer- 
‘cials, Dr. Smythe testified, the mon- 


of “untimeable” advertising an- 
, houncements on “continuou. com- 
‘mercial’ programs in which visual 
‘and aural “pitches” are mixed in 
with product demonstrations. These 
‘announcements, he said, bring the 
‘total advertising time on the air 
to 11° of ald broadcast time. 

| Analysis of New York TV pro- | 
gramming, Dr. Smythe _ found, 
showed that 26° of all program 
‘time is devoted to drama, 15° to 
variety shows, 11°% to sports, 10° 
‘to homemaking programs, 10% to 
children’s shows, 6% to reporting 


'and public events), 6° to orienta- 
tion programs (information - with 
|some discussion, explaining or an- 
jalysis), and less than 1° to re- 
ligion. 

Of the drama programs, Dr. 
Smythe testified, crime shows are 
‘in the lead, occupying 10° of all 
broadeast time. Western drama 
(on film) “apparently programmed 

(Continued on page 28) 


BOB SARNOFF TO 0’SEE 
MAJOR NBC PROGRAMS 


| Robert Sarnoff, head of NBC-TV 
' program sales, has been appointed 
as unit production manager on the 
web’s major video shows. He'll co- 
ordinate the various management 
problems on such top programs as 
the Sunday night “Colgate Comedy 
Hour” and Frigidaire segment; the 
Wednesday night “Four Star Re- 
vue.” the “Saturday Night Revue,” 
etc. 

Pending a successor to Sarnoff, 
Ruddick Lawrence takes over su- 
pervision of TV program sales, in 
addition to continuing as director 
,of sales deve:opment. 





| 


ducing a bill in the state legisla- 
| ture requiring telecasts of all Uni- 
| versity of Minnesota home gridiron 
contests. The measure has the tele- 
vision industry’s backing. 

Bill calls on the legislature to 
set up a commission to decide on 
suitable sponsors for such TV pro- 
grams, 
| Inasmuch as the university is a 
fom -owned institute supported by 
Minnesota taxpayers, Wozniak ar- 
gues that the latter are entitled 
to watch its sport events on their 


with the longest TV screens when unable to attend 


in person. 
Commenting on the proposed 
|law, Walter Byers, assistant Big 10 


commissioner, intimated that tele- 
| vising of Minnesota home football 
| games probably would lead to the 
school’s suspension from the con- 
ference of which it’s a charter 
When Ohio State, also a 
member, indicated last fall it would 
ignore a TV ban, 


wiil have to enforce 
all of our rules or give up any ef- 


‘fort to enforce any of them,” he 


of current affairs (news, weather | 


aid. 


Seattle Solons Prep Bill 
To Force Washington U. 


To Televise Footbal 


Seattle, Jan. 23. 
A bill which would force the U. 
of Washington to televise its foot- 
ball games has been introduced in 
the Washington legislature by two 





| Seattle legislators. The legislators 


| Representatives 


Ed Henry and 
Jeanette Testu, take the stand that 


the legislature is well within its | 
rights to enact such legislation, be- | 


cause the university 
ported institution. 
Their bill provides that a duly 
licensed television § station, upon 
request, shall have the right to 
make live telecasts of athletic con- 


is a tax-sup- 


i tests held under the auspices of a 


' tax-supported educational 


| per game. 


institu- 
tion or its associated student body. 
If two or more stations want to 
telecast, the rights should be given 
to the highest bidder. The _ bill 
specifies that the TV rights must 
be leased “at a reasonable fee” for 


a period not exceeding one year. | 


Henry produced newspaper arti-— 
cles to prove that the university 
can well afford to televise football. 
The reports revealed that the uni- 
versity’s football take in 1950 
added up to an all-time hich of 
$358,000, with expenses of $198,000 
and a profit of approximately $160,- 
000. University had an attendance 
of 207.01) dering the 1950 season, 
an average of more than 41,000 


its suspension | 


| was discussed, he pointed out. “We 


‘itors computed a total of six hours | undoubtedly 


+ Life magazine is going into tele- 


| vision, buying its first video stanza 
'on NBC. Mag has purchased the 
; Thursday segment of the “Kukla, 
| Fran and Ollie” show recently re- 
linquished by Sealtest. (Actually 
'Sealtest gave up Tuesday and 
Thursday sponsorship, with the 
Tuesday segment going to Proc- 
ter & Gamble.) 

Ironic aspect of the new deal is 
|that Life has in the past spent 
considerable promotion coin ex- 
ploiting the mag's competitive po- 
sition on advertising billings in re- 
lation to the networks, invariably 
| Siving itself top billing. Such full 
| page ads in the dailies was used 
| only this week. 

Life tried to buy the “Kukla” 
| stanza on cable stations only, rather 
| than including the entire kinescope 
| circuit, in view of the late show- 
ing of the kine prints, which would 
make the mag plugs out-of-date, 
but NBC insisted on the full web 
buy, with RCA finally going along. 

NBC reports seven clients were 

waiting in line for the “Kukla” 
| commercial vacancy, with a last- 
/minute tossup between Life and 
Procter & Gamble. That’s what 
cued the split sponsorship. RCA 
and Ford divide up the Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday portions. 


Indpls. Speedway 
Race Nixed for TV 


Indianapolis, Jan. 23. 

Indianapolis Motor Speedway has 
nixed television of this year’s 500- 
mile race on May 30. Other sports 
promoters here are playing hard to 
get. 

WFBM-TV made debut with race 
telecast two years ago and had 
‘carte blanche at track last year, 
covering race from every angle 
with multiple camera setup. As re- 
sult, impression got around that 
folks at home saw more of action 
than those actually in stands. 

“Television misses the point in 
selling the 500-mile race,” Speed- 
‘way President Wilbur Shaw said. 
“It doesn’t portray that feeling of 
a big Hoosier picnic.” Previous 
races were televised without renu- 
meration and Shaw said he didn’t 
‘think WFBM-TV could meet the 
_ anticipated financial loss. , 
| No decision was announced in re- 
gard to televising time trials, but 
indications were that it would be 
banned, too. 

WFBM-TV, meanwhile, is nego- 
|tiating with Indianapolis baseball 
‘club to video home games next 
summer, according to Bill Kiley, 
station’s commercial manager, 
| Snag was indicated here, too, with 
likelihood only one or two games 
a week would be permitted. Last 
|year all home games except those 
on Sundays were televised. 


JOAN DAVIS TV SHOW 
PREPPED AS CBS KINE 


| Joan Davis may preem her own 
video show soon via CBS. Come- 
dienne’s kinescope audition, which 
was recently completed on _ the 
Coast, will be flown to N. Y. this 
week for a looksee by the web's 
top brass. If they like the show, 
it’s expected that the series will 
be launched in the near future. 

Miss Davis will probably remain 
on the Coast for her video venture, 
with the program being kinéscoped 
weekly for viewers in the east and 
midwest. 


Cleve.’s 380,000 Sets 


Cleveland, Jan. 23. 

Television sets in the Greater 
Cleveland area climbed to almost 
380,000 as of Jan. 1, latest tabula- 
tion to be made by the Western 
Reserve University’s Bureau of 
Business Research. 

This is an increase of 233,869 














‘over December. 
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FAITH BALDWIN THEATRE OF ,ON THE LINE 

ROMANCE | With Bob Considine 
(‘To My Beloved Wife”) Director: Martin Hoade 
With Walter Abel, Sylvia Field, 15 Mins.; Sat., 5:45 p.m. 

Toby Sommers, Ben Cooper MUTUAL OF OMAHA 
Producers: Jack Barry, Dan En- NBC-TV, from New York 

right, Geoffrey Jones (Bozell & Jacobs) 
Director: Charles Powers Already on NBC-AM, “On the 
Writers: Alvin Boretz, Ruby Sully 


30 Mins.; Sat. (alternate), 11 a.m. into video Saturday (20) via NBC- 


MAIDEN FORM BRASSIERES TV. In bringing 15-minutes of 

ABC-TV, from New York “news, views and interviews” to 

(Weintraub) set owners, the INS sev ee > 

~ , . . . 7 - * ic ° 91 y t e 
ABC-TV is kicking off its two- columnist explained tha - 

hour block of Weintraub agency Planned to try a little pei 

shows on Saturday mornings (al- approach. This, it developed, 


turned out to be a format quite 


though the 11:30 a.m. slot current- turn : 
. similar to the commentator’s AM 


ly occupied by “Acrobat Ranch” is 


still to be filled) with an entry that show, in which he concentrates 
should appeal strongly to femmes. 0n the informal, spins an_ occa- 
“Faith Baldwin Theatre of Ro- sional anecdote and exudes a 
mance” has the lure of the Bald- breezy demeanor. 


For Saturday’s preem, the script 
was well-written and Considine 
had a first magnitude guest in Sec. 
of the Navy Francis Matthews. But 
while his material was top-grade, 
the columnist-commentator was 
rather stiff in presenting it to view- 
ers. He looked down at his script 
too frequently and seemed some- 
what more reserved than most of 
his contemporary TV newscasters. 
Much of the discussion with Secre- 
tary Matthews and Considine ap- 
peared éo be a private confab, with 
the camera: mainly catching their 
profiles. There should have been 


win byline and her vast library of 
magazine short stories, serials and 
novels. 

Vehicle on the preem Saturday 
(20) was a light comedy with warm 
overtones—the story of a 45-year- 
old husband sudden'y confronted 
with the thought he hasn't made a 
will for his wife and two teenage 
youngsters. In the process of 
drawing up the testament he feels 
he has failed to provide them with 
much of the world’s material com- 
forts Family, however, 
him that in the love and happiness 


assures 


> aS y p Py Te : Y) ‘pp 
set Gaal fea cme pact heal more closeups with both facing the 
notes. Yarn was short on plot, a, directly. i : es 
but its handling of the family cir- . 4!S80 sandwiched in the aire 
cle was sincere and there were’ Were two brief film clips which 
a few natural humorous touches. explained phases of the postoffice’s 
Walter Abel and Svlvia Field reg. OPeration and showed scenes of 
istered effectively as the couple last week’s Chicago waterfront fire 


and were backed by a competent #5 @? example of the hazards our 
‘ ee firemen 


encounter. Commentary 


cast. Series apparently will use 
; NT; > ; ; was good. Plugs for 

marquee names, with Nina Foch on the films was good. Plugs f¢ 
skedded for Feb. 3 the sponsoring Mutual Benefit, 
aay : Ny Health & Accident Assn. of Omaha, 
Production was staged okay, read by announcer Bob Denton, 


except for one lapse when a stray 
camera was picked up. Miss Bald- 
win, who introed her story and 
trailerized the upcoming show, was 
relaxed and made a good presenta- 
tion. Middle commercial, based on 
the current Maiden Form theme, 
came over as one of video's hest 
brassiere plugs. Bril. 


were conventional. On the whole, 
Considine will rank among the top 
TV newsmen once he _ relaxes 
before the camera and becomes 
more at ease. Gilb. 


TWO GIRLS NAMED SMITH 

With Peggy Ann Garner, Peggy 
French, Joseph Buloff, Jane 
Dulo, Adelaide Klein, Scott Ten- 

| mnyson, Arthur Walsh 

Producer: Richard Lewis 

Director: Charles Dubin 

Writer: Peter Barry 

| 30 Mins.; Sat., 12 noon 


FUN WITH FOOD 

With Karen Sage, Walter Herlihy 
Producer: Marjorie Dorrance 
Director: Seymour Robbie 

30 Mins.; Fri., 2 p.m. 


Participating |B. T. BABBITT 
WJZ-TV, N. Y. ABC-TV, from New York 
(French & Preston) (Weintraub) 


Bernard Schubert production in 
ABC-TV’s block for Weintraub 
clients kicked off Saturday (20) 
with a topflight situation comedy. 
Tale of “Two Girls Named Smith” 
alone in the Big City has charm 
and the series opener was a cute 
story. Gals are an aspiring model 
(Peggy Ann Garner) and _ her 
painter roommate (Peggy French). 

The initial episode concerned the 
artist’s attempt to snag a man. 
Miss Garner and Joseph Buloff, as 
a Bohemian poet, played over- 
enthusiastic cupids secretly writing 
ardent letters for the supposedly 
bashful beau. It turned out, how- 
ever, that his shyness stemmed 
from his recent marriage, and the 
scene in which his frau descended 
on the girls’ flat with mad jealousy 
provided some excellent comedics. 
Peter Barry’s script had some de- 
lightful moments, which were well 


“Fun With Food,’ a new half- 
hour cooking show which preemed 
over WJZ-TV, N. Y. Friday (19), 
differs little from other culinary 
programs already peppering the 
channels throughout the day. Pack- 
aged by the General Service Pub- 
lishing Co., the session is presided 
over by Karen Sage. For the ini- 
tial stanza, she demonstrated how 
to prepare a plantation shortcake, | 
bread muffins, a fruit compote pie 
and a “conversation” salad. 

A portly, grandmother type, Miss 
Sage illustrated the steps with a 
note of authenticity, but little was 
done to make the steps interesting 
to the viewer. Entire demonstra- 
tion was practically a sample of a 
dry lecture in a home economics 
course. A little wit or an occasional 
brief anecdote sandwiched into the 
commentary would have made the 
airer less monotonous. 


Part of the two-hour “Market Played. Adelaide Klein did a neat 
Melodies” conducted by Sidney characterization of the hateful | 
Smith and Walter Herlihy, “Fun) landlady. 


Vicissitudes of career gals strug- 
gling to make their mark in un- 
f*vorable surroundings are stand- 
ard dramatic fare, but the treat- 


With Food,” is presented in con- 
junction with the Grand Union 
Stores, whose products are Jiber- 
ally plugged. Herlihy does a brief | , tn 
intro in the opening minutes, then ment was deft. “Two Girls” should 
reappears at the finale to handle brighten the Saturday video sked. 
the signoff. Gilb. | Animated cartoon commercials for 

| Bab-O were amusingly effective; 


HI, NEIGHBOR 
With Ken Barry, Dick Merrick, the 

Overtones, Fred Mannes 
Producer-director: Gil Babbitt 
30 Mins., Tues., 3 p.m. 
HUMPTY-DUMPTY-LINENS 
WCAU-TV, Phila. 

“Hi Neighbor,” an attempt to in- 
troduce nighttime values in an 
afternoon show, has undergone 
several changes in format and per- 
sonnel since it kicked off several 
weeks ago. Present stanza shapes 
up much sharper than any of the 
predecessors, marking the first 
appearance of Ken Barry, come- 
dian currently at Chubby’s Jersey 
Spot. Barry has long training on 
the floor show circuits and an in- 
Zenuous style. His best bit is a 
stretch of pantomime to accom-'| 
pany Dick Merrick’s “Nature Boy,” 
which although dated as a routine 
furnished him with amusing mo- 
ments. 

Barry’s long emcee _ practice 
stands him in good stead before 
the cameras, for example, in his 
intro for the Overtones, with sotto 
voce suggestions of scandal about 
the , members of the quartet. 
Comic, however, is giving away 
too much weight in the interview 
section of program, “Neighbor of 
the Week.” Slot is used as a plug 


(Continued on page 30) 


successful. Bril. 


| 
| VACATION WONDERLAND 
With Dick Joseph 
| Producer: Carolyn Burke 
| Writer: Rick Fredericks 
30 Mins.; Mon.-Fri., 3 p.m. 
NBC-TV, from New York 
“Vacation Wonderland,’ which 
NBC-TV aired last spring, has re- 
turned as a cross-the-board fea- 
ture. Program, which _ stresses 
traveling for fun, is handled deftly 
by Dick Joseph, travel editor for 
Esquire mag, prez of the Travel 
Writers Assn. and author of “Your 
Trip Abread.” He has a pleasant, 
relaxed manner and gabs informa- 
tively about material he knows 
thoroughly. 
On the show caught Thursday 
(18), 10 minutes were devoted to 
an informal Spanish lesson with 
Lou Garcia of Pan-American Grace 
airlines. Latter spoke charmingly 
in both tongues and made an ex- 
cellent instructor, although it’s 
problematical how many viewers 
were interested in the linguistic 
exercise. Remainder of the show 
was given over to a film of a gal’s 
junket by air to Puerto Rico, Trini- 
dad, Cuba and other Caribbean 
spots. Travelog was entertaining 
, and the Joseph-Garcia commentary 
| interesting, Bril. 


| TUNE TRYOUTS 


' CHEVROLET DEALERS 


Line with Bob Considine” moved | 


| MODERN WOMAN ON TV 
| With Ruth Crane, Jackson Weaver nf : P ave pre- 
| Seeieeee: tate Sean terial and skits that must have p 


‘the hitch-hike for Glim was less | 


With Gene Jones, Teddy King, Jo 
Ann Daley, Fred Guerra orch; 
Rudy Vallee, guest 

Producer-Director: Harry Paul 

15 Mins.; Sat. 7 p.m. 


One never associates emceeing 
with Lena Horne, but the song- 
stress did a creditable job Satur- 
day night (20), after her first half- 


WBZ-TV, Boston 


Considering the fact that a siza-. 
ble portion of the general public | 
fancy themselves as_ tunesmiths, 
this new weekly stanza showcasing 
the efforts of three embryo song- 
writers should manage to attract a 
fair-sized audience. Viewers are 
urged to submit their potential 
songhits to the Schillinger House, 
local music school, where a com- 
mittee picks what in its opinion 
the top three of the lot, passing 





man’s “Your Show of Shows.” The 


sar and Imogene Coca, generally 
had a combination of expert com- 
edy, imaginative production a 
expert musicianship in parlaying 
an hour and a half that vied with 
the best Liebman has put on in 
this Saturday night series. 


he > - : 
sige a — “= of the | Miss .Horne . seemed self-con- 
he a oe L wie . aie on. ‘en scious during those opening few 
th ae oa en oa announcements, though she read | 


professional treatment via vocaliz- 


i - ; or lines wi a fluff. Her lone 
ing by one of the soloists spotted her lines without a flu 


vocal, “Love.” was really smashed 





hour’s stiltedness, on Max Lieb-| 


NBC variety revue, with Sid Cae- | 


and | 


a A 





CCOCHOE 


Tele Follow-Up Comment 


Se A A te An i i Dp i ee 


v SOPHO CESCHCOCCHOEEC CHS 


| score, as rendered by Victor Moore 
and Irene Bordoni (who appeared 
in the original show), along with 
Sandra Deel and Jerry Wayne 
still carried considerable appeal, 
'especially since several of the 
tunes have become standards. But 
the Ryskind story, as adapted by 
David Hughes, was too fluffy and 
obvious to stack up against the 
musicomedies which have been 
presented on Broadway in recent 
years. Even those who had never 
seen the original could predict 
how the yarn would turn out, and 
most of the gag lines fell flat. 
Moore, repeating his “Senator 
Loganberry” role, did a fine job 
in both the thesping and singing 





on the program. } og departments scoring especial! 
wre anne : ’ , home. And she_ photographed >partments, ¢ pecially 
Initial stanza, —_— m.c. d by niftily. The singing of “Love,” in-| With his What Chance Have I with 
Gene Jones, w.k. local singer an cidentally, had some of the ani- Love?” Miss Bordoni, still beaute- 


bandleader, appeared slightly 
rushed with guest, Rudy Vallee, vo- 
ecalizing song written by Ernest 
Henderson, prez of Sheraton Hotel 
Corp., getting substantially more 
time than the other two hopefuls. ' 
However, this was the teeoff and 
a more equitable doling of time 
among contestants can be expected 
in tuture shows. 

Format follows more or less 
standard procedure for this type 


malian distinctiveness that fre- 
quently marks Miss Horne’s sing- 
ing, but it» was toned down con- 
siderably for greater. effect. 
Caesar had a number of excel- 
lent comedy opportunities; he was 
particularly hilarious in the Italian 
motion picture bit, with Imogene 
Coca. (Incidentally, Carl Reiner 
deserves mention for his develop- 
ment as an all-around utility man, 
Italian bit). 


ous, added to the comedy and also 
proved she can still sell a song 
with “It’s a Lovely Day Tomorrow” 
and “Latins Know How.” Miss 
Deel, former understudy to Mary 
Martin in “South Pacific,’ looked 
terrif and vocalized excellently, 
even though she had trouble with 
that French accent. Wayne played 
his role of the embezzler in a 
manner that was slightly too broad 
for the video screens but pleased 


: . as evidenced in the 
rogram w orospectiv : . i aie faethe . 
3 ‘flins i fee - “ atte ans — Caesar’s German professor was With his singing. Vocalist Betty 
erlins iIntroed to audience for’ -jother must. Miss Coca ably’ Brewer was spotlighted only for 


short interviews before cast takes 
over performance of ditty. Viewers 
are then invited to vote for their 
choice via postcard. Overall result 
of initialer was okay with major 
deficiency the failure to reprise the 
three songs at finale to allow view- 
er opportunity to compare merits 
of songs more closely. ° 
Sponsored by local Chevrolet 
dealers, commercial pitches were 
at a minimum, limited to short film 
sequences at beginning and ending 
of stanza. However, Jones did ac- 
knowledge sponsorship during 
show but managed to weave it in| 
unobtrusively between introduc- | 
tions. Camera work was adequate, If ever a : 
mostly straight shots of the per- showed the need for better writ- 
formers, although one bit of super- ing, it was the Bobby Clark stanza | 
imposure of quartet backing solo- | on NBC’s “Comedy Hour” Sunday 
ist Jones was injected. Elie. night (21). Comic, surrounded by | 
———__—_ ‘the usual bevy of beauteous gals 

and some good variety talent, was 
so weighted down with antique ma- 


foiled for Caesar. but in her sin- 
gle-o with the dog. the animal’s 
self-consciousness was inclined to 
be too distracting. Untrained ani- 
mals as foils are always apt to be 
uncertain quantities, and are bet- 
ter dispensed with. Otherwise, 
the Billy Williams Quartet remain 
expert harmonizers, Marguerite Pi- 
azza’s voice showed to advantage | 
while Mata and Hari socked over 
in their standard “Carnegie Hall” | 
panto dance. Baritone Robert 
Merrill didn’t show because of a 
conflict at the Met. Opera. 


television program |, 


dated the original vaude days at 
the Broadway Palace that nejther 
he nor the show had a chance. Most 
of the skits, such as that “‘Niagara 
Falls” routine, had also been seen 
Ruth Crane, who boasts the numerous times on other video 
heaviest radio-TV schedule on shows. 
town’s distaff side, is already an| Clark did his best with what he 
established part of the video scene had, working well in the barber- 
here. It was only natural that shop sketch from his recent Broad- 
Miss Crane’s familiar ayem “Mod- way revue, “As the Girls Go,” but 
ern Woman” airer should be adapt- jt wdsn’t enough. He was given 
ed to the new medium. Transition a neat assist in this and other skits 


Director: Van Beuren de Vries 
30 Mins.; Mon. thru Fri., 3 p.m. 
Participating 


WMAL-TV, Washington, D. C. 


the opening rendition of the title 
song. 

Director Bill Corrigan provided 
the show with considerably more 
production values than have usual- 
ly been associated with this series, 
particularly in the dance numbers. 
Rhumba ballet, terped = against 
some attractive abstract sets de- 
signed by Robert Gundlach, was 
standout. Harry Sosnik’s musical 
backing was tops, as was Keven 
Jonson's choreography. Producers 
should do something, incidentally, 


ito eliminate that lengthy opening 
| commercial. 
‘ing before the show actually starts, 


It’s deadly and, com- 


‘can easily kill all interest in what’s 


to follow. 


Johnny Johnston started Monday 
(22) as a temporary replacement 
for Robert Q. Lewis on the matinee 
series originated by the latter 


}comic, who’s resigned as a perma- 
j}nent member of the CBS comedy 
| roster. 


Johnston, has an engag- 
|ing personality, is fairly easy to 
'take, and has a leisurely style of 
working. 

Replacement was perhaps too 
leisurely in this assignment. Dur- 
ing some portions of the show, he 
worked up to a snail’s pace, In 
many cases it looked like he was 
stretching for time. He acquitted 
himself fairly well during his sing- 
ing portions. 





has been made gracefully, with by Dick Dana and Jack Mann. 
enough of the familiar flavor of Singer Julie Wilson, who’s made | 
the radio show retained to lure old jer mark in some of the plushiest 
fans, and sufficient new touches niteries around the country, had 
added to the TV screen to add in- jittle to offer the show, her uniaue 
terest. a ‘voice sounding more tinny than) 

Format of show is informal and | anything else. Brightest spots of 
flexible. To give a true picture, the uninspired program, as a re- 
one should appraise a week’s run cuit came from the standard 
in order to show producer’s deft- yaude acts, such as Willie, West. 


ness in meeting topics of the day, : 4 : Sate} 
and in varying structure. It is a Sissies ciation; slew-sestion | 
plete le — —, chit" | acros, the Maxwells, and dancers | 
oan” eae Bap re ee ng Bobby Laine and Claire. Miriam 
at almost every type OF alter) wakefield, incidentally, turned in 
noon listener should find a topic; , good thesping job in the final 
of interest. Jackson Weaver, reg-| court-room pon nl 
ular on the AM version of show, | . F 
does his usual able job of alter-| 7 ee ™ 
Sf: Seteene seem, ampee one | PO gti ee. pose fe vere 
just male-in-a-lady’s-world. av-| © ] 7 ; Er | 
ing him present not only provides Productions it has staged in recent 


| 





Johnston has inherited intact the 
cast with which Lewis worked. 
Rosemary Clooney showed herself 
to be a superior singer, Harry 
Marble announced efficiently and 
Bernie Leighton’s orch _ show- 
backed. Dancers Loman & Fields 
didn’t show too well in their ver- 
sion of Lecuona’s ‘“Malaguena.” 
They indicated some sound terp 
ideas, but it appeared as though 
they hadn't spent sufficient time in 
rehearsing this turn. With a daily 
display and necessity of lining up 
routines, it’s a difficult thing to 
exhibit polished routines every 
time they’re called upon. 

As guests Abe Burrows came in 
for a briefie and Phil Leeds did a 
comedy routine that wasn’t too 
fresh. 

Johnston came to show on a 








a foil for the Crane technique, but Weeks Sunday night (21) with its 
| presentation of Gertrude Schweit- 


adds interest for femme viewers, “viggga Pag? - 
zer’s “Confession. Story, which 


and maybe 
/male fan. 

| Typical show caught features a 
Ted Mack, 


| succession of guests. 
in town to rehearse the VIP ver- 


;sion of his ‘Amateur Hour,” 
|p.a’ed the plug benefiting the 
| USO. Jane Hilder, local remedial 


reading expert, demonstrated her 
technique with one of her pupils, 


a poised and winning nine-year-| 


,Old lad. Then Carolyn 
Shaw, editor of capital’s “Social 
List” and authority on _ protocol, 
presented the AAA award to the 
“courteous driver of the week,” a 


Hagner 


regular Wednesday feature of 
show. 
Interspersed with the _ public 


service aspects are fashions and a 
cooking interlude, opportunity not 
only to provide some culinary 
hints, but also to integrate com- 
mercials igto show. Fashions, too, 
have commercial plugs. 

_ Show packs plenty of material 
into its 30 minutes. If anything, 
show caught was somewhat crowd- 
ed. However. this impressed as 


being preferable to the sameness. 


so often apparent in some women’s 
shows. 

Miss Crane adds to station’s 
coffers with s.r.o. sponsorship on 
show. There are currently eight 
participating time buyers on the 
| five-per-week airer. Lowe. 


lures an occasional | 


courtroom scene. With 


‘an excellent ‘ast, producer Fred 
Coe and director Delbert Mann 
elicited the full suspense and audi- 
ence interest. 

Ireland turned in a creditable job 
as the two-fisted young district at- 
|torney who first sensed a murder 
in what was an apparent suicide 
and then fell in love with the 
woman he was trying to convict of 
_ the crime. Miss Patterson, as the 
/ woman on trial, was good, bring- 
, ing the necessary moods to her 
| characterization. Nelson Olmsted 
‘as the actual criminal: 


John 


Sylvester, as the D. A.’s assistant, 
and James Van Dyk as the 
political boss, followed through 


with nicely-turned support. Use of 
mere sound effects to simulate 
the crowded courtroom, rather 
than showing the actual people 
_ to elicit the necessary pay- 
off. 





_NBC-TV’s “Musical Comedy 
Time” came a cropper because of 
an outdated book in its presenta- 
tion of the Irving Berlin-Morrie 
Ryskind musical, “Louisiana Pur- 


i) chase,” Monday night (22). Berlin’s | 


was handed a fine adaptation by | 
David Shaw, was basically a who- | 
dunit played via flashback from a 
John Ire- | 
land and Neva Patterson heading | 


quickie assignment. Spot had been 
scheduled for Joey Adams, but a 
/Capitol theatre, N. Y., date inter- 
vened and Adams will take over in 
three wecks. 





Margaret Truman made a fare- 
well appearance to CBS video Sun- 
day (21) on “Toast of the Town” 
and again registered as a charming 
personality. Although she’s still to 
attain vocal maturity, Miss Truman 
cuts a pleasing figure on tele. She 
has a good stage presence, an easy 
speaking voice and her singing isn’t 
hard to take. Her performance on 
this show, with handsome produc- 
tion surrounding her, would have 
rated applause even from the Taft 
/wing of the GOP. She's been 
signed by NBC and commitment 
for the “Toast” display was made 
before she pacted for the rival net- 
work. Miss Truman delivered Pop- 
per’s “Gavotte” and Monro’s “To 
My Celia.” 

Generally, Ed Sullivan provided 
an agreeable show, which started 
promisingly with the comedy acro 
turn by the Nonchalants. Roland 


| Young followed and chalked up a 


good score with the reading of 
Robert Benchley’s ‘‘The Treasurer's 
Report,” a good bit of humor. 
Young captured most of the flavor, 
although the piece loses some es- 
sential flavor when delivered ver- 


(Comtinued on page 30) 
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Why you should 
use feature films 
in daytime spot 


television 








NEW YORK © CHICAGO #* CLEVELAND 








J 
Larger audiences 
Many daytime feature films deliver audiences larger 
than nighttime local programming. For example: 


RATING 
In Philadelphia —W PTZ s Hollywood Playhouse 


(12:30—1:30 PM Monday —Friday) eer TS ln 


In Cleveland—WNBK’s Stagecoach Theater 


era: h PM SSMMEY) 66 6s iss pce eccc dou 


In Chicago—WNBQ's Matinee Playhouse 


(1—2 PM Mondav—Friday)........... i. oe 
* Latest American Research Bureau Rating 


More comniercial impact 


Scheduling your commercials during a daytime feature 
film guarantees complete audience attention, unsure 


passed linpact on viewers, 


Increased product identification 


Many stations (notably WPTZ, Philadelphia, WNBQ, 
Chicago and WNBW, Washington) offer in addition to 
one-minute commercials, product and sponsor identifi- 
cations in other portions of the feature films... all for 


the price of a one-minute announcement. 


Lowest cost 


Participations in daytime feature films are invariably 


lower (usually half the cost) of nighttime announcements. 


Where to buy 


The best place to start your television schedule in day- 
time feature film programs is on one or more of the 
stations represented by NBC Spot Sales. Call your NBC 
Spot Salesman today and start reaping the benefits of tele- 


Vision s most economical buy... Daytime Feature Films. 


WNBT New York 
WNBQ_ Chicago 
KNBH Hollywood 
WPTZ Philadelphia 
WBZ-TV_ Boston 
WNBK Cleveland 
*“WNBW Washington 
*“WRGB Schenectady — Albany —Troy 


*Participations in Daytime Feature Films not currently available, but 


your NBC Spot Salesman has many other attractive day time availabilities. 


SPOT SALES 


HOLLYWOOD © SAN FRANCISCO 
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CIRCLING THE KILOCYCLES 








Orange, Tex. — Fred LeMieux 
has been appointed general man- 
ager of KOGT here. 





Amarillo, Tex.— John Ballard 
has exited his post as general man- 
ager of the Nunn stations, to buy 
into KFDA, Nunn outlet here. 
Newly elected veepee in the Nunn 


organization, Ballard has _ taken 
over managerial reins at KFDA. 
Bill Fairley continues as station 
manager. 


San Antonio—Latest addition to 
KABC staff here is McTim Collins, 
who’s set to emcee. “Money For 
Music,” heard Monday through 


Friday for two hours, starting at 
3:36 p.m. 





Salinas, 
KSBW news director, has been 
named program director, vice Don 
Wells. Latter joined KWBB, Wi- 
chita, Kan. 


Minneapolis — L. J. Bormann, 
news director of WMT, Cedar 
Rapids, has been appointed direc- 
tor of public affairs for WCCO, 
here. He succeeds Wiley S. Ma- 
loney, who resigned to buy a week- 
ly newspaper. 
































Detroit’s new 














voice of 


the night 


‘Tween the wee hours of 2 A.M. and 6 A.M. on WWJ, a new 
feminine disc jockey is riding the crest of popularity in Detroit. 


lt is the winsome voice of one who signs herself “Lovingly Yours, 
Laura”. With her charming and intimate “‘mike-side manner” she 
has captured an admiring audience. 


Laura passes the time of night by having chummy chats via phone 
with the news editors and night chefs, waitresses and the weatherman 
. .. exchanging friendly notes with truck drivers and cab drivers, 
late workers and early risers ... and giving hourly news reports. 


With Detroit’s plants scheduled for ‘round the clock production of 
goods for peace and for preparedness in 1951, Laura’s listeners will 
be legion. In her own sweet, soft-spoken way, Laura can do a per- 
suasive selling job for many types of products. Why not let Laura 
use her feminine wiles to give your product story a firm, but gentle, 
push in the Detroit market? 


FIRST IN DETROIT 
Owned and Operated by THE DETROIT NEWS 





National Representatives: 
THE GEORGE P. HOLLINGBERY COMPANY 


Associate Television Stotion WW4J-TV 


AM—950 KILOCYCLES— 5000 WATTS 





Basie 


NBC Affilate 


FM— CHANNEL 246—97.1 MEGACYCLES 


Cal. — Ray Wilson, | 





| Lotsa Plugs. 














Continued from page 25 


for adults” is next with 6%. How- 
ever, he noted, an additional 2% 
of broadcast time is devoted to 
children’s westerns “presented in 
format apparently aimed at the 
juvenile .udience.” 


Discussing programs broadcast 
at a particular hour, Dr. Smythe 
noted that at 7:30 p.m. on Satur- 
day six stations present drama 
and one presents news, while on 
other days there are choices of at 


least four types of programs. At 
10 p.m. on Saturday the viewer 
|'has a choice of four types of pro- 


| grams, while on other davs he has 
1a choice of from two to five types. 
During the week surveyed, WOR- 
TV broadcast the longest schedule 
with 92 hours, followed by WPIX 
with 88.2 hours, WATV with 88, 
WNBT with 80, WCBS-TV with 79, 
WJZ-TV with 71 and WABD with 
| 64 
| The study showed that WOR-TV 
| gives the most time to news (15% 
| of broadcast time): WPIX to weath- 
fer (2 ; WNBT to public 
3° WOR-TV to institutional 
|} (exposition and dramatization) pro- 


issues 


lgrams (3°); WOR-TV to informa- 
|tion (8%); WJZ-TV to religion 
(3°); WATV to drama_ (58°): 


WNBT to variety shows (34%): 


WJZ-TV to music (7°%); WABD to 
quiz and_=e stunt’ shows 12%); 
WPIX to sports (23°7); WPIX to 
{homemaking (17°), and WCBS 


fand WABD to children’s programs 
each 16°%). 

| The average length of commer- 
clals on New York TV stations is 
lowest on WCBS with 55 seconds, 
|\followed by WPIX with 69 sec- 
onds, WJZ-TV with 71 seconds, 
WOR-TV with 77, WNBT with 78, 
|WABD with 79, and WATV with 
100. 


| Snader 














‘uu: continued from page 24 





| ican Federation af Musicians, Sna- 

der revealed that he has estab- 
| lished a Music Performance Trust 
| Fund, similar to that created by 
ithe recording companies, into 
which he pays 5° of his gross. 
He also revealed that all his con- 
tracts with performers call for 
them to receive royalty payments, 
so that they have a continuing 
equity in each film in which they 
appear. He has recently produced 
several of the briefies with classi- 
cal artists and said he is also turn- 
ing to vaude acts. 

Those stations buying the films 
have used them for “disk jockey” 
shows, as time fillers, ete., Snader 
said. He declared that he plans 
soon to start production of half- 
hour and hour dramatic shows on 
film as well. 


Pitt Jock 


Continued from page 24 =! 














ried a slide and audio to announce 
that “due to popular demand” Phil- 


ray. 
came to terms again with the Mur- 
ray show, although for a half-hour 
minutes, and _ Philco 


where it was before. 
breaking point. 


was. back 
That was the 
Philco hit the eeil- 


mediately from headquarters in 
Philadelphia telling them to cancel 
out any and all time previously 
contracted for on WDTV. That 
promptly put the skids under Cor- 
dic’s program, and it was cancelled 


ing date. 


deal on with WDTV to head an 
hour-long-disk jockey show in the 
afternoons, with jock introducing 
different quarter-hour segments in 
addition to spinning platters. That’s 
been on the fire for some time, and 
he’d still have had Philco, too, but 
Arthur Murray bounced him in a 


hurry, or at least in a roundabout 
way, 


WJZ-TV Inks Bonwit In . 
Start of Drive to Grab 
Retail, Dept. Store Biz 


WJZ-TV, ABC’s Gotham outlet, 
_is starting a campaign to ink retail] 
and department store business. 
First move by WJZ-TV manager 





Clarence L. Doty is h ring of Wal- - 


ter Bonwit, who for 18 years was 
veepee in charge of merchandis- 
ing and promotion for Bonwit Tel- 
ler and subsequently was ad veepee 
and treasurei for Alfred Dunhill, 
both Fifth avenue stores. 

Doty feels that although depart- 
ment stores have been using tele- 
vision heavily outside of New York, 


their use of videe has lagged in 
the metropolis because stations 
didn’t fully know the ins-and-outs 


of department store and other re- 
tail operations. Consequently, Doty 
says, they haven’t been able to 
crack the newspaper hold on the 
department store ad dollar, except 
for occasional series. 

With Bonwit, Doty feels, WJZ- 
TV will be able to géve these stores 
the kind of knowhow that will solve 
their selling problems. He is now 
on the prowl for a TV program 
director, who will be assigned ex- 
clusively to the local station. Up 
to now, WJZ-TV’s programming has 
been handled as an offshoot of the 
web’s and it failed to develop an 
individual personality. New _ pro- 
gram man will be given as his first 
task lining up shows for retailers, 


with an eye to answering their 
needs at a low cost. 
Specialization in retailing paral- 


lels the recent emphasis on new re- 
tail biz being made by WJZ-AM, 
which also created a special retail 
department. 





. 0. P Wi 
N. 0. Personnel Switches 
New Orleans, Jan. 23. 

A number of personnel changes 
were announced by radio and TV 
stations here the past week. 

Byron Dowty resigned as a di- 
rector at WDSU-TV to join staff of 
WDTV, Pittsburgh, Pa. He was 
with former station for eight years 
as announcer, sportscaster, direc- 
,tor and producer. 

Ed Prendergast relinquished post 
as program director of WJBW to 
join WBOK as assistant manager. 
He’s vet of 11 years. 

30b Murphy quit as chief an- 
nouncer of WJMR to become asso- 
ciated with WJMR as program di- 
rector. 

New spielers at WJMR are Clyde 
Butter, formerly of KOGT, Hous- 
ton, and Bob Brannon, local actor. 
They'll handle deejay as well as 
regular announcing chores. 














co Playhouse would replace Mur- 


Then, at the last minute, DuMont 


version instead of the previous 60 | 
ing, and J. E.“Miller Co., its dis- | 


tributors here, got a phone call im- | 


less than 48 hours before its Start- | 


However, Cardic has a station | 





If you live by your voice— 
KEEP IT CLEAR! 


When you’re in the spotlight and must 
go on—stop that tickling, racking 
cough or buskiness with Liqwid Cen- 
ters. Just try this handy type treat- 
ment—the one and only medicated 
candy shell filled with real liquid cough 
medicine that bathes and soothes your 
throat. You'll be delighted! Ask your 
retailer, today. Made by The Iodent Co. 


Don’t be a Cougher —use 


LIQWID CENTER 


COUGH DROPS 


FOR QUICK 
DOUBLE ACTION 




































AL TRACE Orchestra 


ABC-TV Network for 
SENTINEL AND TELE-TRONICS 
also MARTINIQUE, Chicago — ABC and CBS Networks 
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Eastside Account Grab 


Los Angeles, Jan. 23. 


Warwick & Legler will start 
“pouring” copy for Eastside beer 
within a few weeks, having landed 
the juiciest ad account in the local 
mart. Billing runs*to $1,300,000, 
and W&L will set up a separate 
operation to handle the account 
and others to supplement its na- 
tional business. Erv Staudinger, 
long account exec on Pabst for the 
aveney, heads up the new commis- 
sion wing. 

In landing the account, held for 
13 vears by Lockwood-Shackleford, 
W&L won the nod over five com- 
peting agencies, and is said to have 
spent around $100,000 in research 

d presentations. Among the 
ot were Erwin-Wasey, Ruth- 
rauff & Ryan, Calkins & Holden, 
Carlock, McClinton & Smith, and 
7 
Me 


hers 


S, which sought to hold the busi- 
\lso-rans are now in the midst 
of another “pitch” for a beer ac- 
count, said to be shaky in its pres- 
ent agency. Same _ presentations 
e being made with only a change 

) the brand name. 


WFIL-TV, FBI Team Up 


T iminals 
o Smoke Out Criminal 
Philadelphia, Jan. 23. 

WFIL-TV has linked forces with 
the FBI in a series of programs 
seeking to enlist public aid in 
tracking down known criminals. 
Crime detection spots, entitled 
“Wanted Persons,” goes on twice 
weekly, Mondays and Wednesdays, 
at approximately 12:45 a.m. and 
2:15 a.m., respectively. 

Each telecast runs five minutes 
and gives facts on two criminals 
being sought by the FBI. Photo- 
graphs and slides are used to show 
criminal histories and_ personal 
characteristics. An announcer 
gives the facts about the crime or 
crimes for which they are wanted. 

Special information about the 
criminal’s method of operation is 
also provided. The telecasts are 
expected to smoke out underworld 
lawbreakers using the Philadelphia 
area as a base of operations. The 
stations will also report on any 





captures made as the result of the | 


“Wanted Persons” programs. 





Strong Lineup for WAAM 


Balto Regional Seminar 
Baltimore, Jan. 23. 
WAAM, Baltimore’s indie tele- 
vision outlet, has added Charles 
Underhill, general manager of 
CBS-TV, to its list of speakers for 
the first annual regional TV semi- 
nar, slated for Feb. 16-17 here. 
Seminar, which is to discuss ‘‘Ca- 
reer Opportunities in TV,” is being 
co-sponsored by American U., 
Johns Hopkins U., Temple U. and 
the U. S. Office of Education. 


Others previously lined up for 
the speakers’ panel are Dr. Allen 
B. DuMont, Robert Saudek, Wil- 


liam I, Kaufman and Jack Harring- 
ton. 














GM, U.S. Steel 
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thus foresee a number ef local sta- 
tions who have turned down net- 
work shows in favor of the more 
lucrative local programs, switching 
back to the nets for the majority 
of their programming. 

As for the Montgomery show, 
talks are expected to star: in March 
With BBD&O on renegotiation of 
the Lucky Strike contract. It’s no 
Secret, however, that Neptune Pro- 
cuctions (Montgomery and talent 
package agent John Gibbs) would 
probably sell to another client who 
offered them a better deal. In ad- 
dition to GM and U. S. Steel, neith- 
er of which is currently advertising 
©n TV, Procter & Gamble is also 
Said to have shown interest in buy- 
Ing the show. 





Dallas — Clyde B. Melville has 
established his own company here 
to rep stations in Texas, Oklahoma, 
1 Kansas, Louisiana and New 
- { \1C0,. 

Melville came here about 10 
‘ears ago from Washington, and 
or the past seven years has been 
“ssociated with O, L. Taylor as 
Manager of the local office of his 
Tepresentative organization. 


! 
| 
| 


funds for the City of Hope hospital | 








Chicago, Jan. 23. 


WGN-TV’s 16-hour pitch for 


raised a total of $110,000 during 


the stint that ran from Saturday | 


night (20) into the following after- 
noon. Over 700 show biz person- 
alities—including a planeload of 
Hollywood stars who flew in for the 
event—took part in the TV mara- 


thon. The show also was simul- 
cast over WGN from midnight to 
6:30 a.m. Sunday (21). 





Boston—Henry W. (Hank) Lund- 
quist, production manager of 
WCOP, Hub’s ABC outlet, is on 
two-week tour of duty with U. S. 
Navy. Lundquist holds the rank of 
Lt. Commander...Larry Homer, 
WEEI staff announcer, has been ap- 
pointed by Craig Lawrence, Chair- 
man of Radio Division on local 
March of Dimes coordinator of 
activities of radio booth set up on 
Boston Common. 
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‘team telecasting into the territory 





where the home team is on the 
road and sending back its own 
game via TV or AM. 


It’s considered unlikely that the | 
gate - conscious individual club 
owners will open up their home 
games to TV in their own 75-mile 
territory. The other possibility | 
of expended coverage is by the 
pickup of the games by stations 
in the so-called free territory. Just 
how many stations in cities at 
least 75 miles from the nearest pro 
team will consider their audience 
sufficiently pro football conscious 
to warrant the purchase of rights, 
remains to be seen. 

The league made no changes in 
its rules controlling network tele- 
casts. They remain the same as 
a year ago, when the Sun Oil Co. 
paid $150,000 for rights to the 
game of the week beamed on 
ABC. Again no net telecasts will 
be permitted in the cities where 
a game is being played. 


To Place Webs Under Direct FCC Rule 


Washington, Jan. 23. 
Plugging for his perennial bill 
to give the FCC the same control 
over networks which it now exer- 
cises over stations, Rep. Harry 


Sheppard (D., Cal.) last week 
charged that monopoly practices of 
the radio webs are causing more 
and more AM outlets to go in the 
red and close shop. 

Sheppard told the House “it has 
been forcibly brought to my atten- 
tion that radio broadcasting sta- 
tions are. steadily closing up 
throughout important communities 
of our country.” Only recently, 
he said, WOPT in Oswego, N. Y.., 
at the terminus of the vital barge 
canal and Lake Ontario, turned in 
its license because of inability to 
sustain further losses. 

The Congressman cited FCC fig- 
ures showing that the number of 


AM stations in the red has grown 
from 365 in 1947 to 686 in 1949. 
Although more money is being 


spent every year for advertising 
via radio, said Sheppard, more sta- 
tions are closing their doors and 
more are operating in the red. 

Investigation shows, he declared, 
that “many radio stations are being 
restrained from doing business with 
the advertisers which support the 
industry by certain unlawful and 
monopolistic practices of the four 
major radio network chains operat- 
ing in this country. It has 
been brought to my attention that 
certain radio stations owned and 
controlled by the four major radio 
network monopolies have been re- 
straining the broadcast of many 
important and high-grade radio 
programs under the _ intentional 
misinterpretation of the Com- 
munications Act.” 








MEMO 


from: ARTHUR GODFREY 


TO: W.S. Paley, F. Stanton 


Dear Bill and Franks 


a 


January 18,1951 


This is the most expensive inter=office memo I have ever dispatched, 


but there has been a lot of confusion lately about my plans. 


January 15 marked seventeen years for me with CBS. We've had a lot 


of laughs and headaches together, sure, but we've made a couple 


of bucks, together, too. Rinso, Toni, Pillsbury, Nabisco, Chesterfield, 


Lipton, and all the others have been swell sponsors. Thanks to 


all—but I'm going to work for a couple of weeks down at 


Pensacola, Florida for the greatest sponsor of 'em all—Uncle Sam's 


Navy. He can pick up my option any time. 


Why? Well, last September I won the golden wings of a Naval Aviator 


at Pensacola. I had coveted those wings ever since I first held 


the controls of a plane in my hands 31 years ago. I was never able 


to make the grade because I was crippled up pretty badly in an 


automobile accident back in 1931. But after 21 years of flying my 


own and everybody else’s airplanes, and accumulating something 


in excess of 4,000 hours of flying time, Vice Admiral John Dale Price, 


USN (bless his heart!) gave me the chance to earn my wings at 


the school at Pensacola. 


Now, those wings and the 3 full stripes of my Commander's rank, 


USNR, make a very pretty picture, but that isn't what I got 'em for, 


Now that I have won them I want to continue to be worthy of them, 


So, I am going on active duty again for 2 weeks to learn to fly Navy 


Jets and to take a refresher course in instrument procedure. 


After which, be the good Lord willing, I shall return to my programs 


on the air February 5th, and on week ends you will find me flying 


with the Naval Air Reserve Weekend Warriors at Floyd Bennett Field. 


Until then, the shows are all in capable hands, and 1'1ll be seein" you. 


Sincerely, 
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VARIETY 


f ‘television. It is not an origination | 


—_ . in a church or a transfer of the 
Television Reviews 


origination to a video studio, per | 
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Tele Followups 
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se. The problems faced being 
many and the experienced back- | 
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for some charity during which 
guest receives the standard orchid. 


Fred Mannes, WCAU-TV staff an- | 


nouncer, might be better casting 
in the role of-interviewer. 
Three guests from audience are 


also given chance to chirp, with 
Barry helping over the hurdles. 
They aiso receive gifts, with plug 
for donor The Overtones (three 
men and a gal), currently at Char- 
levy Ventura’s Open House (also a 
Jersey spot), exhibit style and 
smart arrangements, their strong- 
est offering being “It’s Only a 
Paper Moon.” Dick Merrick, also 
w.k. in the local musical bars, 
comes through nicely with single 
solo All vocalists get top grade 
backing by the Tommy Ferguson 
Trio. also from Chubby’s. Despite 
straight nitery lineup of talent, 
show gets the afternoon participa- 
tion flavor with the bringing up 
of extroverts from the — studio 
audience. 

Commercials are live and are 
not overdone Production costs 
are nil for backgrounds and no at- 
tempt | made to dress show 
scenically \cts perform before 
a backdrop with signs of the two 
sponsors as only decor. Gagh. 
CHICAGO CALENDAR 
With Jack Brickhouse, Bernice 

Sellers, Spencer Allen, Paula 

Wray. Vicki Stevens, The Star- 

noters 
Director: Bud Palmer 
60 Mins.: Mon.-thru-Fri., 12 p.m. 


Sus‘aining 
WGN-TV, Chicago 

Another entry in the early after- 
noon audience sweepstakes, *“‘Chi- 


cago Calendar,” shapes up as a 
slighly better than average offer- 
ing Informal hour-long session 
has the advantages of some good 
musical segments and the pleas- 
ingly amiable hosting of Jack 
Brickhouse. Also, on frame caught 
(16), some enterprise was evi- 


denced in securing guests who had 
something to contribute rather 
than just something to plug. 
Such a participant was Len Red- 
man, former Walt Disney artist. 
His caricature of Brickhouse, 
limned while he was being cross- 
examined, was cleverly caught by 
the camera for a good video touch. 
Another strong bit was the inter- 
with the trio of Chi Tribune 


view 

photogs, winners of the_ sheet’s 
recent photog contest. Winning 
pix and background concerning 


their lensing made for interesting 
fare as well as an effective plug 
for the parent company. Also hep 
programming was the slotting of 
the brief news report, smoothly 
handled by Spencer Allen. 

Less lively, perhaps because it 
was overlong, was’ Brickhouse’s 
chinfest with three execs of the 
Brand Names Foundation. Emcee 


did his best to keep the give-and- ' 


take targeted at the housewives, 
but trio leaned too strongly on 
generalities to give much meat to 
the discussion. 

Except for the fact that most 
of it was crammed into the first 
half of the show, musical portions 


, were above par for a local day- 
timer. Paula Wray was particular- | 


ly nice with a brace of ditttes, and 
The Starnoters, instrumental quar- 
tet, also added a couple of bouncy 
tunes. Okay nostalgic flavor was 
offered by singer-pianist Vicki 
Stevens working on “Mighty Lak 
a Rose.” On other segments of the 
cross-the-board strip, chirper 
Peggy Taylor alternates with Miss 


Wray. Bernice Sellers served as 
emcee’s assistant. 

Aside from some unnecessarily 
pretentions superimpositions dur- 
ing The Starnoters’ turns, camera 
work was as Casual as the overall 
tormat. Dave. 
THE MAGIC SLATE 
With Stewart Sklam, Norman 

Gottschalk, Viola Berwick, Bert 

Whaley, Leo Curley, Michyl 

Veach 
Producer: Norman Grant 
Director: Bob Hopkins 
TV Director: Lyn King 
Writer: Doug Johnson 
30 Mins.: Sun., 4:30 p.m. 

DERBY FOODS 
NBC-TV, from Chicago 

(Needham, Louis & Brorby) 

If the first segment (21) is a 
typical example, “Magic Slate,” 
revived by Derby Foods after a 
sustaining run last summer, looms 


markedly superior in both 
treatment and content to the usual 


as 


run of moppet-targeted offerings 
Still to be seen, however, is 
whether the vyvoungsters, condi- 
tioned to the faster-paced, thrill- 
laden formats, will accept with 
the same enthusiasm the fairy 
tales and historical vignettes 
planned for the series. But stories 
like “Aladdin,” used on the first 
stanza, have been charming kid- 


dies for a long time and their ap- 
peal may extend into the “Hoppy” 
and “Lone Ranger” era. 

In any event, the ancient magic 
lamp varn was smoothly adapted 
to video, giving an added dimen- 
sion to the tale The acting was 
competent throughout; Doug John- 
son’s adaptatioi. effectively caught 
the essence of the fairly tale. But 
it was the imaginative use of the 
medium itself, through = clever 
superimpositions and_ dissolves, 
that gave the venture its plus 
values The five sets also added 
impact 

Jim Hamilton, one of Chi’s bet- 
ter TV salesmen, nicely handled 
the Peter Pan Peanut Butter plugs. 

Dave. 





VICTORY OVER DARKNESS 
With Dr. J. Edward Carothers, Dr. 
Terrance F. Ogden, others 


‘30 Mins.: Sun.; 2 


p.m. 
NEW YORK STATE COUNCIL OF 
CHURCHES ’ 
WRGB-TV, Schenectady 
Second series presented by State 
Council of Churches and Protes- 
tant affiliates in Schenectady, Troy 
and Albany, employs a_ format 
which combines religious services 
with dramatizations. Goal is a type 
of program which brings worship 
and a message into the home 
through the particular medium of 


| ground being limited, the results 
_achieved are not always even. 


Opener dramatized the lift given 


| late 


bally or when compared with the 
Benchley’s projection. He 


a man on the street by attending subbed for Gloria Swanson. 


| services and listening to a sermon. | 


, Sabbath show started with a couple 
at home, discussing in pantomine 
the 
Sequences of services were fol- 
lowed by visit of man and wife to 
the minister, in the rectory, for a 
discussion of the manner in which 
their services might best be used. 
Dr. J. Edward Carothers. direc- 
tor of radio and television for the 
State Council and minister of a 
Schenectady church, conducted 
several shows. He is photogenic, 
articulate and forceful. Dr. Ter- 
rance F. Ogden, an older man, 
with a different style, also regis- 
tered well. The rectory session 
seemed to be ad libbed. Choirs of 
the ministers’ churches sing. 
Production and camera work are 
good, although recent effects do 
|; not appear to be quite as telling 


as on earlier originations. Bob 
| Stone has handled some of the 
telecasts: Gordon Tuell, others. 


Title symbolizes triumph of faith 
over man’s earthly problems. 
Jaco. 


{ 
| 
try take of 
situation for selfish gain not only 
to all 
business, but in these 


wholly unpatriotic,” the 


clared in °42 








AM-TV Tax Boom 
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to to advantage the 


does harm advertising and 
is 


de- 


times 
ANA 


Bankroller group urged continu- 


ation of economical handling of 
advertising. It said no changes 
in the law would be contemplated 


“unless abuses become widespread 
or unless sellers of advertising seek 


to exploit the tax situation as an 
argument for unwise liberality in 
spending.” 

ANA suggested advertisers re- 
frain from flooding Internal Rev- 
enue with requests for advance 
rulings on proposed expenditures. 
It said that querying the Govern- 
ment “is stating in effect that its 


has doubts about 
cost of a proposed 
campaign an ordi- 
necessary business ex- 


own management 
whether the 
advertising 
nary and 
pense.” 

In his testimony before the Sen- 
ate committee, Snyder said: “It is 
not correct to say that a taxpayer 
should not continue advertising 
... I know you have to keep your 
name before the public if you are 
to keep vour markets.” 


iS 





Kansas City—Frank Hassett has 
been added to the announcing staff 
at WDAF-TV. He moves over 
from KCKN, where he has been a 
disk jockey for the past couple of 
vears. He formerly was at KIMO, 
Independence, Mo. New man at 
KCKN is Bob Floyd, who moves 
over from KIMO. 


need for church presence. | 


Major bit of comedy was by Jan 
Murray, a capable comic, whose 


major effort was a bit handed down | 


from the old burlesque days. Mur- 
ray and an unbilled temme assist- 
ant, however, got the most of the 
piece on the attempted feeding of 
an infant Evalyn Tyner at the 
piano, backed by bass and drum, 
played a flashy keyboard in a pair 
of numbers. Sullivan came in for 
her windup to assist her in the 88- 
ing of “Night and Day.” This bit is 
by now overworked on tele. Vir- 
tually every major variety show has 
had at least one rendition of a non- 
musical member pounding out the 
single noted motif of this number. 
It has lost its humor by now. 

Sullivan’s staff has been present- 
ing singers very effectively. There's 
some tasteful production which 
enhances the value of the chirper 
and helps create the proper mood. 
Miss Truman got some handsome 
production as did Jimmy Wakely, 
the cowpoke crooner. Wakely, a 
best seller on Capitol de- 
livered a pair of tunes in a highly 
Satisfactory manner 


, 
disks, 


British Gielgud 
classics to 
atmosphere 
Show Busi- 
21) via his 
“Now [ am 
Shake- 


actor Jolin 
brought a touch of the 
the usual vaude-like 
of CBS-TV’s “This 
ness” Sunday night 
rendition of the 
soliloquy from 
speare’s “Hamlet.” Stint led into 
a tairly serious discussion among 
moderator Clifton Fadiman and his 
panel about the potential of such 
artists and material on “Show Busi- 
ness” and programs of similar pat- 
tern. Guest panelist Faye Emerson 
offered what was” probably the 
most potent argument with her 
observation that audiences, not lik- 
ing to be played down to, would 
welcome more ot the classics, and 
the others agreed with her. It’s to 
be hoped that producer’ Irving 
Mansfield and his crew were seri- 
ous about the whole thing. 
Gielgud’s interpretation of the 
soliloquy evoked the full pathos of 
the characterization, a feat which 
must have been especially difficult 
in that he had no opportunity to 
build to the desired dramatic pitch. 
Sam Levenson, making his final ap- 


Is 


socko 
alone” 


pearance on “Show Business” be- 
fore launching his own TV series 
this Saturday (27), evidenced that 


he'll have a job in finding enough 
material to sustain him for a 13 or 
26-week run. Still spinning simple 
tales about his family and school, 
he started slowly and never 
achieved the sock he’s shown on 
previous appearances. Thirteen- 
year-old Junie Keegan, who's dem- 
onstrated her fine pipes previously 
on ABC-TV’s “Paul Whiteman Re- 
vue,” did a nice job on “If I Were 
a Bell.” 

As usual, regular panelists Abe 
Burrows and George S. Kaufman 
kept the show rolling with their 
sharp comments. 


ABC-TV’s “Pulitzer Prize Plav- 











house” offered a slick production 
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of the Moss Hart legiter, “Light | p 
the Sky,” Friday (19). It had the 


_ benefit of a topflight cast, with p.. 


tricia Morison as the temperamen. 
tal actress; Lee Tracy’as the h,): 
headed, well-heeled producer: Po \y 
Rowles as his ice-skating-star fran 
William Terry as the fledgling play. 
wright; Tom Helmore the sue 
per-arty director, and Phyllis p.. 
vah as the gin-playing stage ma 


(l+ 


- 


as 


. 
The comedy was given an ext 
agant reading which made fo, 


ing portraits of the sroad 
celebs Hart was Satirizing. ;, 
Jackson’s adaptation had oO 


good laughs, although in boilines i 
down to an hour-long vehicle 
play’s well-worn situation, the co 
ing-of-age of an idealistic youre 
writer, was exposed. Addition, ‘a 
the condensation made the eh; 
ters’ changes of heart seem too su 
den. 

It added up, however, to a good 
picture of the way in which a sx 
hammered out after its Bo ’ 
tryout. Ritz-Carlton hotel 
setting was a bit too elutt 
Musical background was nic: 
handled and the Schlitz com 
cials were up to their usual st 


LS 


al ° 


ard. 

NBC-TV’s “Lights Out” present. 
ed an uneven teleplav by P y 
Phillips, “For Release To » 


Monday (22). While a show of the 
fantasy type can deal with super- 
natural material, it is begging e 
question, not to say misleading. if 
no logical explanation is given 

the weird goings-on. Story dealt 
with a lady legit pressagent (K. T. 
Stevens) and a reporter (Herbert 
Rudley) who find a brilliant actor 
(Vinton Hayworth) afflicted) wiih 
a strange illness that saps his 
energy. They discover that the ac. 
tor’s rival.in love has been sticking 
pins into wax figures of the thesp») 
and when the jealous man commiis 


suicide the actor suddenly, and in- 
explicably, regains his health 
The improbab!e plot was not 


helped by the fact that the central 
characters—the actor, his wife and 
the black magician—were all ove 
distraught and not partiéula 
likable. The cast, which included 
Guy Sorell as the male witch. did 
well and the legit environment was 
neatly sketched in. 








C—O 
| Friendly | 


Continued from page 20 = 








| Sear at 
evocative than print or even mo- 
tion pix. On “Hear” even ba'd 


statistics, such as the federal buc:- 
et, are wired for sound, with te 
clacking of pennies illustrating the 
shares the Government is spending 
for various services. The debate 
between President Truman and 
Senator Taft was presented with 
20-second clips from cheir speeciies 
alternated to give their opposing 
views on specific policy questions. 

The web, sensitive to the public's 
interest in current affairs, has given 


| the show's producers carte blanche. 





The New York staif consists of 10 
newsmen, plus a large technical 
staff. “Hear” has the backing, too, 
of CBS affiliates, with '65 (a record 


for a 60-minute sustainer) carry- 
ing the show and _ taping news 


stories and features in their locall- 
ties. 
“Radio webs never fully utilized 


their affiliates in this way,” Friend- 








ly told Variety. “We have whut 
amounts to an ‘Associated Press’ of 
our own. The stations are giving 
us a great deal of excellent maie- 
rial, so that on the morning of (he 
broadcast we have five solid hours 
of newsworthy tape, which is dis- 
tilled down to 90 minutes a couple 
of hours before airtime and then 
to 60 minutes as the latest n 
breaks are sifted.” 

What Friendly considers the most 
gratifying success of “Hear” is 1's 
popular response, with an averace 
of 90 letiers coming in daily. { 
proves,” he feels, “that you dont 
have to talk down to people.” Many 
of the letters are requests for tra! 
criptions, and as a result CBS 
planning to supply recordings 
the show for classroom use 
schools. with questions on the iii 
terial as a current events ex 
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T. V. ASSISTANT 


Veteran—37—Married, wants position 
in T. V. station or ad agency—ass:>! 
producer, director, etc.—graduate S*! 
School, clean cut—reliable, respo" 
sible. Moderate salary start—Good 
Draft Status. 

V-1769%, Voriety 


Box 
154 West 46th St., New York 19, N. Y¥ 
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Television Chatter 


lensing schedule for the RKO film 
Two Tickets to Broadway,” in 
which he stars .. . John Goetz will 








New York | 


Bernard Schubert, producer of | 
NBC-TV’s “Musical Comedy Time” | 
js setting a deal for the 1931) 
Pulitzer prize-winning musical, | 
“Of Thee I Sing”... Charles and 


Fugene Jones, NBC’s twin news-|; 


reel cameramen who recently re- | 
turned from Korea, off to Europe | 
for the web and the State Dept. 
They plan to lens material for spot | 
news shows, as well as for docu- | 
mentary films ... Dr. Allen B.| 
DuMont scheduled to speak before | 


the Detroit Ad Club Friday (26) | 
Parliament cigarets bought 


WPIX’s Saturday night ‘“‘Televiews 
of the News,” starting this week 
(27)... John Cecil Holm, co-author 
of “Three Men on a Horse,” slated | 
for an acting role in the presenta- | 


| 


tion of Owen Davis’ Pulitzer prize- | 


winner, “Icebound,” next Tuesday | - . 


(30) via CBS’ “Prudential Play- | 
house” George Putnam’s 
“Headline Clues’ switches this | 


week from Wednesday to Thursday 
nights on DuMont. Show also adds 
an outlet in Boston ... Henry R. 
Cassirer, CBS news editor, sched- | 
uled to give a course in “Reporting | 
the World on TV” in the spring 
term at the New School for Social 
Research. 

Henry Hillman has joined the 
Weintraub agency as pub relations | 
chief, not the Esty agency as erra- 
tumed here last week ... Freddie 
Bartholomew, who has been nar- 
rating WPIX’s “Movies at 7:15," 
has been named an associate di- 
rector of the station ... Sid Caesar | 
and Imogene Coca now getting star 
billing above the show title on 
NBC’s “Your Show of Shows” . 
WNBT’s “Quick on the Draw,” | 
featuring Eloise McElhone and/| 
Bob Dunn, has formed a perma-| 
nent panel, which includes Louis | 
Untermeyer, Betty Furness and 
Jack LaRue, with a fourth guest 
rotating weekly ... Carol Ohmart | 
subbing for Jean Alexander on) 
WNBT’s Saturday night Savarin 
news show commercials, while the 
latter is working in a Hollywood 
film . . . Paul Lukas’ video series 
being packaged by Pick-DeVry 
Productions has been titled “The 
Fabulous Ferdinand Farbas” .. . 
Ben Fox, who’s been assistant to 





|making a series of 13 half-hour 
| Vidpix based on the “Superman” 
.|cartoon strip, for Robert Maxwell 


| direct the series of programs which 
Jack M. Warner will produce over 
KLAC-TV for University Religious 
to establish an indie radio-Ty Conference ... Suzanne Dalbert 
package agency .. . TV-radio Signed for the lead in “Channel 
packager Wilbur Stark has acquir- Passage,” which Revue Productions 
ed exclusive AM and video rights Put before the cameras ...KECA- 
to the “Curly Kayoe” comic strip. TV acquired rights to “Famous 

. . David Lowe now directing Du- Men” series of telefilms made by 
Mont’s “Captain Video” program. Encyclopedia Britannica for church 
. . . Videodex, new TV rating serv- and club distribution . Betty 
ice, pacted with three more clients Turbiville directs the new “Ruth 


DuMont program chief Jim Caddi- 
gan for the last two years, resigned 





this week for its service, including Waterbury at Home” show on 
Doherty, Clifford & Shenfield, | KLAC-TV. 

yeneral Electric and Ruthrauff & | } 
yan. ‘ 

NBC-TV’s Kate Smith named Chicago 


editor of The Woman magazine 
WNEW’s Lonnie Starr again cov- 
ering wrestling for Sunset Appli- 
ances on WOR-TV...Tom Hicks, 
exec producer for Nash ‘“Air- 
flyte Theatre,” lectures to National 
Cartoonists Society today (Wed.) 
Eight new stations have been 
added to the “Truth or Conse- 
quences” lineup, bringing number 
of outlets to 34. 


Hal Rorke, J. Walter Thompson 
Chi radio-TV chief, is chairman of 
a newly-formed committee to ex- 
pand membership of the Windy 
City’s TV Council. Serving on the 
committee are John McLaughlin, 
Kraft ad manager, and Fred Kilian, 
Chi ABC tele program head and 
prexy of the council . . . Hollywood 
gossiper Louella Parsons is set to 
make her video debut on the Feb. 
28 ABC-TV “Don McNeill TV 
Club” which will be kinnied ahead 
Feb. 21 on the Coast ... Decem- 
ber tele set sales in the Milwaukee 
area bumped the region’s total 
over the 200,000 mark ... Fanny 
May Candy Co. has picked up the 
last open segment on Dorsey Con- 
nors’ five - a - week, five - minute 
“State Street Adventures’ on 
WNBQ... Talent crew from 
WBKB’s “Drewry’s Hit Spot” do- 
ing a special show at Chanute 
Field Saturday (27) ... Walter H. 
Johnson Candy Co. is bankrolling 
DuMont’s “Captain Video” on 
WGN-TV ... Studs Terkel guested 
on “The Quiz Kids” Sunday (21) 
Associates and National Comics | NBC airer. 

Publications . Original crime Austin Kiplinger, WGN-TV news- 
cases from the files of L. A. Coun-| caster, named to board of direc- | 
ty Sheriff Eugene Biscailuz will|tors of Chi Headline club.. .| 
form the basis for a series of half-| Lloyd H. Pettit is new gabber at | 


Hollywood 

GI talent gets a television break 
on the new “Servicemen’s Revue”’ 
which KNBH airs on Friday eve- 
nings from nearby bases. John 
Gaunt directs and Georgia Lee 
emcees ... Alan Woung video se- 
ries will continue to use picture 
names wherever script calls for 
outside help, feeling being that the 
additional budget requirements 
will be offset by better shows... 
Betty Sinclair, former production 
supervisor for Robert L. Lippert 


| start a Bow, carpet on television ve, . ; * 
| ony Martin had to cancel out of | 
Tow alanis t,'¢ cel Senate Small Biz Committee Okays 


FCC Move on CBS Color System 


Washington, Jan. 23. 


Pending a full investigation now 
in progress, the Senate Select Com- 


, mittee on Small Business last week 


gave implied approval to the FCC 
decision authorizing commercial 
broadcasting of the CBS color tele- 
vision system. In a progress report 
on its operations, the Committee 
said that as a result of “many com- 
plaints” and requests from Sen- 
ators it has instituted a study of 
the color question, particularly 
with respect to the effect of the 
decision on small business. 

Reviewing “the facts of the situ- 
ation,” the Committee reported 
that the compatibility problem re- 
sulting from authorization of an 
incompatible system would not re- 
sult in serious dislocation, Pointing 
to FCC findings, it stated, “the 
receiver aspects of compatibility 
is a temporary problem which will 
decrease progressively each year.” 
Within a year after adoption of 
CBS color, it added, approximately 
40% of existing sets would be able 
to receive the signals without any 
change and the percentage would 
become larger each year. 

Other factors which would con-, 
tribute to a reduction of the dis- | 
location involved in shifting to col- 
or, the Committee said, are the 
“probable continuance” of some 
black and white shows, purchase of 
color sets by new TV custoniers, 
and replacement of old receivers. 
“Thus,” the Committee reported, 
“the passage of time, coupled with 
these factors, would obviously | 
serve to dilute the problem of ex- 
isting incompatible receivers.” 


Usable Present Sets 
The report pointed out that in 


However, existing sets with no 


‘changes made on them will con- 


tinue to be able to receive pro- 
grams broadcast in accordance with 
black and white standards, and 
these programs are expected to be 
transmitted for at least several 
years, in view of the present crisis.” 

Elsewhere in the report, the 
Committee expressed the belief 
that the ability of consumers to 
buy television sets may have been 
seriously curtailed by “premature” 
credit controls instituted last Sept. 
18 by the Federal Reserve Board. 
“Spot surveys of potential buyers 
who were forced out of the mar- 
ket,” the report ‘said, “indicate that 
many will save until they are in a 
position to shoulder the heavier 
financing burden. There is a rea- 
sonable expectation that the de- 
mand for automobiles and tele- 
vision sets wHl take an upswing 
next spring at the very time that 
shortages will in all probability 
curtail production.” 


WLW-T WRESTLATHON 
GETS 316 TO FIGHT POLIO 


Cincinnati, Jan. 23. 
The WLW-T benefit wrestlathon 
garnered more than $31,000 for the 
polio fund and checks are still 
pouring in by mail. Special show 
started Wednesday (17) at 9 p. m. 





}and ran to Thursday 2:30 a. m. 


and packed the Music Hall. Men 
and women grappling greats and all 


'of Crosley’s radio and video hands 


entertained and pitched for dona- 

tions between six matches. 
Telephone operators manned 30 

phones and pledges were picked 


hour telefilms which Jerry Fair-| WTMJ-TV ... Jim Hanlon replaces | setting standards for color a pro-| yp by county police and Cincy Mo- 


banks will make with the sheriff Ell Henry as chairman of the Chi! 
due to introduce and sign off each | Television Council publicity com-| 
film .. . Andrews Sisters check in | mittee “Walt’s Workshop” | 
at Hal Roach studios Jan. 29 to| copped a year’s renewal from the | 
start a series of 13 half-hour films| Edward Hines Lumber Co. Hines | 
which Alex Gottlieb will produce.| has bankrolled the WNBQ home 
Jean Yarbrough will direct .. .| workshop show since April, 1949 
KFI’s “Scout Jamboree,” a radio}... Joan Biondell guesting on Don | 


cedure was provided for consider- | 
ing new and improved systems. | 


| “‘Nor does the adoption of the CBS 


color system make present sets | 
obsolete,” it added. “Adapters and | 
converters built into TV sets at 
the time of manufacture are cheap- 


torcycle Club members. 





Kansas City—Eric Tainter, news 
editor, returned to work at KCKN 
last week, after being laid up for 

,two weeks with a broken ankle. 
| He’s still hobbling along in a cast, 


fixture for 11 years, moved over! McNeill’s ABC tele show tonight| er and give better service than ex-| but is now making his regular 


to the station’s video studios to! (Wed.) 


ternal adapters and converters. 


' broadcasts daily. 
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“trapped!” 


a unique and powerful program — based on stories of the 


commercial impression. 


» 


supernatural — is for immediate sale on WOR-tv channel 9. 
“Trapped!” holds the eyes of over 300,000 tele-viewers per month. 


“Trapped!” brings you these viewers — who are buyers —at 


$6.33 per thousand — or one-fifth of a cent per 


“Trapped!” is one of the greatest buys on tv in New York. 


WOR-tv 


at 1440 Broadway, in New York 
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New NBC-RCA 2-Way Camera May 
Spark Trend to Filmed TV Shows 


Revolutionary new camera, 
pable of taking television and film 
shots at the same time, is 
developed by RCA-NBC engineers 
in conjunction with J. A. Maurer, 


Inc manufacturers of camera 
equipment. NBC, it’s been learned, 
has ordered Maurer to build three 


such two-way units for the earliest 
possible delivery, which the web 
plans to use for experimentation. 

While NBC’s immediate 


in such equipment is reportedly as 


interest 
a substitute for kinescoping, which 
still leaves much to be 
quality-wise, it's believed the web 


1 ~s¥* 
qaesil ed 


also has its eves on eventually 
converting the majority of its pro- 
gramming to film. When and if 


that happens, any system such as 
the simultaneous TV-film camera, 
would undoubtedly be able to de- 
liver programs at a cost far be 
low that of filming them in the 
standard manner 


In view of TV's. skyrocketing 
program costs, both the neworks 
and agencies have reportedly be- 


come convinced that it will be im- 
possible to show a profit on pro- 
gramming operations until they 


discover a way to provide repeat 
showings of their big shows. While 
producers of films for TV have 
accomplished that through retain- 
ing subsidiary rights to their prod- 
uct, the nets so far have been 
unable to develop a feasible sys- 
tem. It’s impossible with kinescop- 
ing, since the various unions, in- 
cluding the American Federation 
of Musicians, prohibit the use of 
kinescopes except for the usual 


single showing on_ non-intercon- 
nected stations. 
If the networks and agencies 


c nvert to film, consequently, they 
will undoubtedly be forced to re- 
trace all their current labor con- 
tracts, cutting the various tech- 
nicians and performer unions in 
for a share on repeat showings 
Development of the projected two- 


Way camera, meanwhile, would 
permit NBC and the other webs 
to retai., full control of all pro- 
gramming, something which might 
prove impossible if the film  pro- 
duction were farmed out to indie 


Hollywood producers. 


Details of the new camera 
being kept under wraps. So far 
as can be learned, though, the 
units would probably be equipped 
with enough film to record at least 
a half-hour show. As with the Jerry 
Fairbanks multi-cam system, the 
TV director would be able to see 
on monitor panels what each 
camera was recording, both via 
live TV and on film, at the same 
time. Cameras could then be di- 
rected the same as they would 
be for a live program. Any dis- 
solves, super-impositions and other 
so-called trick effects would, of 
course, have to be inserted later 
in the usual laboratory methods. 


are 


ca-+ 


being | 





In Absentia 


Minneapolis, Jan. 23. 

Mayor Edward Delaney of 
St. Paul has a TV show called 
“The Mayor's Notebook,” dis- 
cussing mavoralty problems 
and experiences. The irony of 
it is that he’s obliged to spend 
each Tuesday afternoon, when 
it goes out over the air, in Min- 
neapolis 

Reason is that the show must 


emanate from the local Radio 
City Theatre building WTCN- 
TV studios, the station being 


without St. Paul facilities for 


it presently. 


TV Plus Cloudiness 
Hurt Ballpark’s B. 0.; 


Senators Cut Airings 


Washington, Jan, 23. 








It wasn’t so much television it- 
self, but TV _ plus. threatening 
weather which hurt baseball at- 


tendance last year, Calvin Griffith, 
veepee of the Washington Senators, 


said last week in commenting on 
the club’s radio-TV contract tor 
1951, which provides for only 21 
home games to be televised in- 
stead of 77 last year. TV owners, 
Griffith explained, won't take 


chances of going to the ball park 
at the first sign of bad weather. 
Actually, he said, with canvas cov- 
ering the diamond until game time, 
rain doesn’t necessarily prevent 
games from being played. 

The Senators games will be spon- 
sored this year and in 1952 by 
the Christian Heurich Brewery, 
makers of “Old Georgetown” beer, 
in one of the largest radio-TV con- 
tracts believed to have been con- 
summated here in some time. 
While the amount involved in the 
two-year deal wasn't announced 
it was reportedly around $250,000 
with about $50,000 for the TV 
rights. The Senators are getting 
more per TV game this year than 
last. 


DuMont's TV station here, 
WTTG, will again carry the Sen- 
ators’ games and station WWDC 
will handle the games by radio. 
WWDC will broadcast the entire 
154-game schedule of the team, 


both at home and away, with road 
games to be recreated in the sta- 
tion’s studios. Arch McDonald and 
Bob Wolff will cover the play-by- 
play on both radio and TV. 

In addition, a regional radio net- 
work to bring the club’s daytime 
games to audiences in Maryland, 
Virginia, West Virginia and Penn- 
svlvania is being arranged by 
WWDC, which started the hookup 
last vear with 10 stations. WWDC 
plans to expand the network in 
1951. 
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of theatres. Finally, they took their 
case to the Beveridge Committee, 
{and a joint statement was submit- 


ted on behalf of exhibs, producers 
and distribs. In addition, individual 
representations were made by Gra- 
nada Theatres, Paramount and 
Scophony-Baird. 

The committee recommendations 
which followed these representa- 
tions have qualifications. The in- 
dustry apparently indicated that if 
facilities were granted, theatres 
would be most interested in topical 
events, including sports. The BBC 
feared that this may lead to exhibs 
outbidding them for rights, and 
that these events would be denied 
to the home viewer. For their 
part, the BBC indicated that they 
would let the industry have the 
normal TV programs at a “reason- 
able” fee, and the Beveridge Com- 
mittee has now advocated a two- 
way measure of reciprocity, with a 
request that theatres should make 
their TV material available to the 
BBC. They have ruled out any 
suggestion that theatres .should be 
allowed to provide an exclusive TV 
program for paying members of the 
public. 

The committee agreed 


is also 


that this concession shouldn't be 
used as a back-door approach to 
commercial TV. Objections had 


been raised by the BBC of the dan- 
ger of the film industry introduc- 
ing sponsored programs’ which 
could be picked up by home view- 
ers, and which would consequently 
be at variance with the monopo- 
listic policy of the BBC. 

The report, which contains 
recommendations, makes few pro- 
posals for major changes in the 
BBC charter. It does suggest, how- 
ever, that the charter itself, which 
is normally renewable every five 
years, should be renewed for an 
indefinite period, but there should 
be a quinquennial review of the 
work of the BBC. 


100 





Statewide Emergency 
Network of Over 100 N.Y. 


Stations Is Organized 


Statewide emergency network of 
over 100 New York stations has 
been formed. Its first activity will 
be a series of weekly intormational 


programs, “Plan for Survival,” 
which kicks off tonight (Wed.) at 
11:30 p. m. over every N. Y. city 


station with Gov. Thomas E. Dewey 
and the N. Y. Civil Defense Com- 
mittee director, Col. Lawrence Wil- 
kinson participating. Show will 
later be translated into other lan- 
guages for use on multi-lingual out- 
lets. 

Emergency web will operate 
without the use of wire lines. Out- 
lets will pick up the signal of an 
originating station and_ re-broad- 
cast it on their regular frequencies. 
Downstate area will have WNBC, 
N. Y., as the originating station, 
wtih WGY, Schenectady, transmit- 
ting the signal for upstate and 
western affiliates. WOR’'s Dave 
Driscoll heads the downstate radio 





chairman, 


‘FINE FELLER PITCH T0 
NET DIMES DRIVE 26 


Boston, Jan. 23. 
In a strong pitch for the local 
“March of Dimes” drive Sherm 
Feller, WCOP’s late night jockey, 
conducted a four-hour stint last 








Saturday (20) starting at 10 p.m.,, | 


which figures to grab a substantial 
bit of coin for the campaign coffers. 
Staging his platter and chatter 
show before a studio audience of 


about 150, Feller managed to cor- | 


ral a majority of show ‘biz celebs 
‘in town for a short stint with each 
plugging for donations to the drive. 

Among guests appearing on the 
marathon were Ray Bolger, Rudy 
Vallee, Frank Fontaine, Johnny 
Pesky, Red Sox thirdbaseman who 
is doubling as a jock at local (indie) 
WBMS; Denny Meyers, ex-B. C. 
football coach; Bobby Hackett, who 
| brought along his Dixieland band, 
| and local maestros Harry Marshard 
|and Sammy Eisen. 


$400 to the fund and telephoned 
promises are expected to swell the 
total to more than $20,000. 








Continued from page 21 zacmmme!. 


committee with William Fay, | 
WHAM, Rochester, as_ upstate 


Audience contributed more than 
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Inside Stuff—Television 


NBC-TV exec veepee Sylvester L. (Pat) Weaver, who's a director of 
the exec committee of the American Heart Assn., pitched a memo to 
all veepees and other department chiefs in the web’s video setup this 
_week to plug the association’s upcoming fund campaign on all shows 
ee possible. In the memo, titled “Staying Off the Slab,” Weaver 
eclared: 


“The reason why I am interested in this cause and why I want all 
of you to overdo our support is simple. This is our way of going 
fellows. Let’s not kid ourselves. Aside from those of us who elect 
the high board finish, this business is almost devoted to worsening the 
Statistics on cardio-vascular drops. As I see you in our daily work SO 
also I see you as you'll go—the quick slump, martini dropping from 
nerveless fingers, eyes glazed, jaw slack and the faint voice Saying 
‘Surgery calling Frank Campbell—back up the meat wagon.’ So to 
spell it out, when you help the Heart Assn. you help yourselves and 
your friends and your co-workers. Let’s get the money from the 
'@-ople to find out why in TV our heart beats sound so much like ‘The 


ee 


Thing.’ Get the plugs on.” 
The American television industry wants to keep the initials Tv 
from being registered as a trademark in other countries. Advised 


that an application was filed in Spain to register the letters, the 
Radio-Television Manufacturers Assn. has protested to the Depart- 
ment of Commerce that such registration would be “potentially 
harmful” to U. S. interests. . 

In a letter to the Department, RTMA's general manager, James D. 
Secrest, said: “The letters ‘TV’ are widely used in this country by 
the entire radio-television industry as an abbreviation of television. 
Any trademark registration of these letters in Spain or any other 
country would result in public confusion and probable embarrass- 
ment to American manufacturers exporting television equipment into 
Spain. We believe that the letters ‘TV’ constitute a generic and 
descriptive term widely used by the industry and, consequently, not 
subject to trademark registration.” 


Vidicam Picture Corp., new indie outfit formed to produce films for 
TV, commercial and theatrical use, will tee off with a series of 52 half- 
hour features directed by Harvey Marlowe and adapted from stories 
published in Liberty. New company, which is headed up by Larry 
Gordon, plans to utilize the Vidicam lensing system, in which film and 
TV cameras are interlocked, which is said to eliminate much costly re- 
shooting. Noran E. Kersta, former NBC-TV exec and later video chief 
of the Weintraub agency, will serve as consultant to Vidicam. With 
Gordon as prez, other officers include Aifred Justin, exec veepee; 
Otto H. Sutter, veepee; Morrie Reizman, former film editor for the 
March of Time, who will have the same function with Vidicam; former 
DuMont sales chief Ken Farnsworth, and Sidney Zucker, who's to be 
director of photography. 


Television-has spotlighted a number of tyro thesps to film and legit 
producers in the past, but probably none with the speed with which 
it worked for Reba Tassell last week. Young actress played her first 
major role in a TV show on CBS-TV's “Studio One” Jan. 15, where she 
was seen by both Samuel Goldwyn and 20th-Fox scouts. Goldwyn 
immediately asked CBS for a kinescope of the show to take back to 
the Coast and 20th invited her up for a screen test later in the week. 
Miss Tassell studied at the Academy of Dramatic Arts on a Theatre 
Guild scholarship but hadn't progressed much farther than summer 
stock since then. Worthington Miner, producer of “Studio One,” saw 
her do a walk-on in his show last November and kept her in mind for 
a feature role. That's presumably how she was cast for one of the top 
parts in “Track of the Cat” on “Studio” last week. 


NBC-TV’s research department, under the supervision of Hugh 
Beville, has completed new engineering contour maps which are said to 
eliminate most of the blind spots previously found in depicting each 
station’s coverage area. New maps show not only the 12-millivolt con- 
tour previously used, which has given TV transmitters a usual range 
of 42 miles, but also the 1/10-mv contours, which extends the range at ° 
some points to about 60 miles. New maps show, consequently, the num- 
ber of viewers in so-called fringe areas receiving adequate signals. 

New maps have been in the works for some time, according to NBC 
spokesmen, and will be used to service agencies and sponsors through 
showing them where their actual audiences are. NBC has checked with 
the other three major webs to get their acceptance of the same statis- 


FCC URGED TO LIFT | ABC Drops Baukhage 


TV FREEZE IN HAWAII gyevinace@sinstor, Jan, 25. 


Washington, Jan. 23. been with ABC since 1934 (when it 
There’s no reason to keep the Was the Blue Network), is being 
television freeze on in Hawaii, the dropped by the web April 2. 
FCC was told last week in a peti- Paul Harvey replaces him in 
tion urging immediate action on} what the net called a re-evaluation 
applications to build stations in the | Of its news staff. 
Islands. The petition was filed by | 
| KHON of Honolulu which = 
} 

















| the agency it will file its applica- 
‘tion in the near future. Ther- 
are no stations as yet in Hawaii. 
| KHON told the Commission that 
it could safely allow stations in 
Hawaii regardless of final alloca- 
tions of channels for the Territory. 
Cities in which channel assign- 
ments have been proposed, it said, 
are far enough apart to prevent ip- | 
terference problems. “ae 
Under the Commission’s pro- | Gon sepented ome 
posed allocation plan six VHF chan- DONALD O'CONNOR 
nels would be assigned to both | in “THE MILKMAN™ 
_Honolulu-and Hilo and four to both CUniversal-internationaD 
, Lihue and Wailuku. 


OB B. EVANS 


| Bob...has...‘‘The Thing” 


Unusual Singer of 
Unusual Comedy 
Songs 








— 





















113 West 57th $t. 
Circle 6-9861 





























1951 


irector of 
memo to 
setup this 
all shows 
” Weaver 


want all 
of going, 
Who elect 
ening the 
work, so 
ying from 
e Saying, 

So, to 
elves and 
from the 
like ‘The 


itials TV 

Advised 
ters, the 
> Depart- 
otentially 


James D. 
yuntry by 
elevision. 
iny other 
mbarrass- 
ment into 
1eric and 
ently, not 


films for 
f 52 half- 
m stories 
by Larry 
| film and 
costly re- 
ideo chief 
m. With 
c 6veepee; 
r for the 
n; former 
10's to be 


and legit 
ith which 
| her first 
where she 
Goldwyn 
e back to 
the week. 
a Theatre 
1 summer 
Ine,” saw 
mind for 
of the top 


of Hugh 
ire said to 
‘ting each 
livolt con- 
ual range 


> range at ° 


the num- 
mals. 

g to NBC 
‘s through 
cked with 
me statis- 





hage 
Jan. 23. 
r who has 
4 (when it 
is being 
il 2. 

s him in 
evaluation 


_—____——— } 
nececceenae es 


S$ AGENCY 
ee 
peemcnemanrnnnr 
———_———— 





Wednesday, January 24, 1951 


VARIETY 





RADIO-TELEVISION 33 





Inside Stuff—Radio 


National Assn. of Radio Station Representatives committees for 1951 
were announced Monday (22) by prexy Robert D. C. Meeker. Chair- 
men of the committees are: promotion-public relations, Wells H. Bar- 
nett, Jr. (John Blair & Co.); AM-TV research subcommittee, Dan De- 
nenholz (Katz agency); general TV committee, Jack Brooke (Free & 
Peters); AM spot clinics, Jerry C. Lyons (Weed & Co.); TV spot clinics, 
Irving E. Showerman (Free & Peters); membership, Lewis H. Avery 
(Avery-Knodel), and legal, Eugene Katz (Katz agency). 





Dorothy B. McCann, producer of CBS’ “Dr. Christian,” has written 
a booklet, “Do’s and Dont’s of Radio Writing,” to aid those participat- 
ing in the 10th annual “Dr. Christian” script writing contest. 

Contest, which ends Feb. 20, offers a first prize of $2,000, three prizes 
of $500 and 48 other awards ranging from $250 to $350. 





Barron Polan has packaged a show, “Celebrity Service,” for AM and 
TV. Stanza willbe a feature news program with guests, based on Earl 
Blackwell’s tipster service which reports the comings and goings of 
colebs. 

john McClain, N. J. Journal-American columnist, and a femme still 
to be selected, will host. Incidentally, service will name the 10 celebs 
of the year at a Stork Club, N. Y., party, tomorrow (Thurs.). 





Live rn Better 
Says KTLA, Dropping 


Telescription Series 


Vet Pit Tap Time’ Trio 
Finds Berths on TV Airer 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 23. 

At least three people who prob- 
Hollywood, Jan. 23. | ably thought they had lifetime jobs 

Tele audiences prefer their on the Fort Pitt Brewing Co.’s “Tap 
vaudeville live, rather than on film, | Line’ AM show are being taken 
Klaus Landsberg reported in drop- | care of by beer people in its switch- 
ping the Snader Telescriptions over to TV. MHalf-hour musical, 
from KTLA, Package of 400 was|headed by Maurice Spitalny and 
promptly grabbed for $60,000 by |his band, was recently dropped by 
KNBH, which thus earned the/Fort Pitt after it had been on 
right to use each of the three-min- | KDKA and a regional network for 


ute films once. |nearly 13 years as a Tuesday night 
Snader pix had been on KTLA| feature for half an hour. 





Atlanta Seen Doubling 
Its Live Shows With New 
Cable Setup Early in ’51 


Atlanta, Jan. 23. 
Prospects for double the number 
of live television shows brightened 
heré when John M, Outler, Jr., 
manager of WSB-AM and FM and 
WSB-TV, announced that a second 
| Coaxial cable will be in use here 





during the early part of 1951. | 


| Outler also stated that a third co- 
axial cable may be added by the 
fall if defense conditions permit. 
WSB-TV is planning to switch 
to the 1,200-foot tower built for 
| WCON-TV by October unless un- 
foreseen difficulties prevent. 
| J. Leonard Reinsch, manager-di- 
rector of the Cox radio properties, 


| which includes WSB-TV, said the! 


| takeover of the tall tower depends 
on two things—ability of RCA to 
put the tower in perfect order, and 

eee approval of WSB-TV’s switch 
from Channel 8 to Channel 2. 

| WSB is now part of Atlanta 

| Newspapers, Inc., which now pub- 


jlishes the merged newspapers 
here, Journal and Constitution. 
| Latter sheet owned WCON-AM 


and FM, which was folded. WCON- 
|TV was licensed to go on air, but 
its permit was surrendered to com- 
ply with FCC’s anti-duopoly policy. 
| Second coaxial cable will mean 
| that WSB-TV, NBC outlet, and 
WAGA-TV, CBS mouthpiece, both 
can use cable facilities day an 
| night as they choose. WSB-TV is 
, also the ABC-TV outlet here. 

| Atlanta Journal has named Sam 





Chicago, Jan. 23. 
| Although live local and network 


, programming on .he four Chi tele 
| stations has reached a new high 





| to play an important role as station 
| execs use the well-worn reels to fill 
| the gaps in the extended schedules. | 
‘An average of 60 features are | 
ground through the four channels | 
| weekly. For the advertisers look- | 
‘ing for a low budget venture or 
for the program director seeking to | 
slot a cheap filler in the fringe 
| hours, old Hollywood product con- 
|tinues to be the solution, just as 
it was in video’s infancy. 

With demand frequently exceed- 
jing the supply, the rapidity with 
| which the stations sometimes re- 
|run the pix has caused some viewer | 
| complaints. There have been cases | 
| where films have made their sec- 
|}ond appearance on the Chi video 
| circuit only a few days after their | 
| “premiere.” 

Recognizing that the features 
| will continue to play a big part 
in their programming plans for 
some time to come, WBKB and 
| WGN-TV recently pacted for Chi 
|rights on two large bundles of 
froy WBKB bought first run Chi 
| tele rights to 63 pix through As- 
; sociated Artists. Included in the 


| feature 
|uses about 20 a week. WBKB is 


Well-Worn Film Reels Still Filling 
Chi Screens Despite Live Upbeat 


;manding they purchase the pix by 


groups, which often contain a leave 
ening of weaker product. 

The stations use the films in a 
variety of forms. The westerns are 


this season, feature films continue | usually broken up into 15-minute 


segments and given a cliff-hanger 
treatment with live openers feature 
ing a cowboy-garbed narrator, 
Some of the evening offerings are 
given lush marquee. trappings. 
Newest trend has been the matinee 


| WNBQ, which are being sold on 
|a participation basis. 


Leading the parade in use of 
films is WGN-TV, which 


currently eating up about 18 pix 


| weekly. WNBQ, NBC outlet, uses 


nine and WENR-TV, of ABC, pro- 
grams 10 films each week. 


Not included in these totals are 


|the numerous quarter and half- 


hour shorts and travel pix used 
strictly for filler fare, or reels 
especially tailored for video. 





‘FCC Okay Awaited On 


WABY, Albany, Transfer 


Albany, Jan. 23. 
| Contract for sale of WABY has 
| been signed with the Eastern New 
| York Broadcasting Corp., according 
'to announcement by A. J. McDon- 
|ald, president of the Adirondack 


for two months on a week-to-week 
basis, station paying $150 for each 


of the four films used weekly. | 


Landsberg said many of the per- 
sonalities used on the Telescrip- 
tions were worth the $150 figure, 
but others were not. Anyway, a 


Account | F. Lucchese as its radio and TV 
}but the coin into television in-| editor. He is doing a daily col- 
stead, buying a Monday-through-| umn and one for the combined 
Friday quarter-hour st>ip across the | Sunday Journal - Constitution. 
board on WDTV at 6:45 for the; Lucchese, who is Vartety’s At- 
song team of Pat Burke and Sylvia | lanta mugg,-also doubles in brass 
Rhodes. | as book editor of the Sunday Jour- 


econ y y Becesortced Oi Most | Broadcasting Co., present licensee, 
| ss , | An application to the FCC for 
oe — ge ag enh Te-| permission to transfer the 250-wat- 
| . ; — ter’s permit has been entered. The 
| WGN-TV signed for Chi rights | new concern, headed by David A. 
|to 19 Eagle Lion films, through | Kyle, of Monticello, will take over 
the Flamingo Film Co. Package is|the station when the Commission 


However, trio on “Tap Time” is 
being used on the teevee program. 
Billy Hinds, who m.c.’d “Tap Time” 
from the beginning, is doing the 
same job for Burke and Miss 


survey revealed the preference for 
live talent, and station will concen- 
trate on live vaude henceforth. 





| nal-Constitution. 





San Antonio—N« «‘y-elected of- 
ficers of the San Antonio Ad Club 


made up of releases from 1946 to 
"4 


Block-Booking Setup 
Tele demand for the reels has 


|approves. Adirondack, in which 
the Gannett publishing interests 
hold a large block of stock, will 
continue to operate until the FCC 


Pittsburgh — Pitt Parade, daily 
news show on film pa by 
Bill Beal and Morry Fierst, began 
its third year on WDTV last week. 
It’s the only local program that’s 


been on video continuously since | Miss Briney appearing twice a week | Burleson, of KCOR has been elect- 


TV first came to Pittsburgh 


Rhodes while Mary Martha Briney |&e, UL ca, ragio personnel, the 


and Faye Parker, singers, who were | Roth, assistant manager of KONO, 
featured artists on “Tap Time” al-| has been named prez. John W. 
most from the start, are being used | Fraser, KABC sales executive has 
as permanent rotating guests, with| been named veepee and Ruth 








and Miss Parker twice, too. ed secretary-treasurer. 





given rise to a block-booking setup, | 8reenlights Eastern New York. 
according to film directors, similar Kyle is also interested in a Syra- 
to that which saddled the motion | cuse station. Other officers includ 
picture exhibitors before it was | George Field, New York City, vice-~ 
|modified by governmental decree. | president, and Assemblyman Hy- 
eves video film buyers are com-|man E. Mintz, South Fallsburg, sec- 
plaining that some distribs are de- ' retary-treasurer. 























thanks ... toa great group of show people 


from... 





\ And: Thanks 10 «ee 


% JUDY GARLAND 
%& GROUCHO MARX 
%& VIC DAMONE 

% MINNIE PEARL 

% JIMMIE FIDLER 

% DICK HAYMES 

%& CARMEN DRAGON 


Musical 
Director 


* TOM McKNIGHT seeeess- Producer 


tke MANNY MANNHEIM .|.. weiter 
% BEN FRIEDMAN ............writer 
te JOHN MURRAY ...........writer 
te GEORGE FENNEMAN announcer =~ 
te HARLENE HARRIS .... Announcer 


% BOB GREEN... 


ceoeeeess Announcer 


te HELEN ANDREWS ..... Announcer 


SENATOR DUDLEY J. LE BLANC 


William Morris Agency & Majestic Advertising Agency of Houston, Texas 


Also thanks to Mutual, Liberty and ABC Networks and their 1,000 
affiliate stations broadcasting ‘““THE HADACOL PARTY” 
Friday, January 12, 9 to 9:30 P.M., EST 
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TV B’casters 





a 





tions, and seven from outlets hav-| 
ing AM or FM affiliation. They 
will operate on their own, with a 
still-to-be-designated director for) 
NAB-TV, without any alliance or 
ties with the radio counterpart of 
NAB. However, functioning at the 
top of the overall NAB setup, pre-' 
sided over by Miller, will be an 
executive committee comprised of 
three members of NAB-TV and 
NAB-AM, to which will be brought 
problems (and only when consid- 
ered necessary by the NAB-TV 
board) on which there is a com- 
mon meeting ground affecting both 
the audio and visual facets of the 
industry 
Provisional Board 


NAB-TV board is, in 
essence, a provisional one, pend- 
ing formulation of bylaws and a 
constitution. Included on the 
board are men who spearheaded 
the movement to set up the au- 


The new 


tonomous operation for the na- 
tion’s television broadcasters, the 
feeling having long prevailed that 
the TBA, operating on an annual 
budget of about $20,000, was not 
the answer to TV's. needs .in 
achieving proper recognition or in 
combatting the restraining influ- 
ences within the industry that 


have acted to the detriment of the 
video broadcasters. 

Thus the new NAB-TV board 
will include in its membership rep- 


resentatives of both CBS (Low- 
man) and ABC (McDonald)—the 
two networks which checked out 


of the NAB organization within 
the past year because of dissatis- 
factions, even though the return 
now is strictly on a “TV only” 
basis. Further, it marks the first 
time in some years that the NAB 
has had network representation on 
the board. Despite the autono- 
mous TV operation, it’s generally 
conceded that the entire NAB 
structure will benefit from the 
steps taken in Chicago last Friday. 

, Autonomy” was the keynote of 
‘the whole session—a condition that 
was a “must” on TBA’s willingness 
to effect the federation. If for a 
while on Friday it looked like the 
amalgamation would be bogged 
down during a three-hour hassle 
over the definition of the word, it 
was primarily because the broad- 
casters wanted to put themselves 
on record that they would brook 
no interference from the AM boys. 


Some, for example, were in favor —— 


of such complete divorcement as 
to recommend the title of the Na- 
tional Assn. of Television Broad- | 
casters so as not to leave the im- 
pression that NAB-TV was merely 
a subsidiary operation to NAB. 
Others questioned the wisdom of 
inviting a “two-headed monster” | 
with the NAB identification, but 
were assured that autonomy would 
prevail. 

Through the amalgamation with- 
in the framework of NAB, it was 
finally conceded that NAB-TV | 
could appreciably benefit from the | 
present NAB structure, particular- 
ly in _dovetailing the ‘‘housekeep- 


——— Continued from page 23 


Get New Deal 


ing departments,” such as labor, 
public relations, news, etc., al- 


though such all-important depart- | 


ments as legal and engineering 
will probably be set up for NAB- 
TV under the new director as 
separate entities. 











| New Setup Eases 


——_ue Continued from page 23 








squawking over shelling out coin 
for a medium in which they had 
little or no concern. 

NAB-TV will set up its own dues 
structure for the video broadcast- 
ers. Stations with both AM-TV ad- 
juncts will thus have two member- 
ships, with likelihood of a 75% 
rate structure for the two-way affil- 
iation. 

Just how far the NAB-TV will 
venture depends on the rate struc- 
ture. Harold Hough, one of the 
initiators of the TV movement, in- 
dicated at pre-convention time that 
he could guarantee a $200,000 
budget as a starter. 














| Manpower | 


Continued from page 20 








of an- 
engineers are vet- 


erans. Approximately 60° 
nouncers and 
erans. 
“Probably the most vulnerable 
groups,” said NAB, “are employees 
without child dependents, who are 
members of the active or inactive 
reserve, as well as those who are 
veterans of the last war. This 
group comprises one-fourth of 
broadcasting’s male personnel. 
“Another group which is of con- 
cern to station operators are those 
men who are licensed operators. 
Among the key personnel in a sta- 
tion, 22.1% fall in the 17-26 brack- 
et. More than half of the engineer- 
ing employees holding tickets— 
57.4% —are ex-GI; 17.4% are in 
the reserves, and 7.9% are re- 
servists with no child dependents.” 
The survey was instituted last 
fall. Data was obtained from per- 
sonnel lists received from 85% of 
a projected sample of the industry. 


WAGA Strike 


Continued from page 20 




















Broadcasting Co., 
station. 

Twenty-three other employees 
were affected by the strike, accord- 
ing to David Freedman, general 
manager of the station. Moretti 
said that the WMID engineers 
would receive better wages than 
employes of any other radio station 
in town. 


owners of the 





Houston — Bob Hart has been 
appointed sports director here for 
KATL. He was formerly with 
KTRE, Lufkin and KPLC, Lake 
Charles, La. 








 — 








We're proud of 
company we keep 


CHASE & SANBORN’S 
COFFEE 

COLGATE DENTAL CREAM 

CROSLEY REFRIGERATORS 

GARRETT WINES 

IPANA TOOTHPASTE 

LAFRANCE 


Follow these leaders 


WJBK-AM « 


NATIONAL SALES HEADQUARTERS 


NEW YORK 22, 


Represented Nationally dy 





the successful 
on WJBK 


OAKITE 

PHILIP MORRIS 

COLGATE VEL 

BIRD’S EYE FOODS 

BON AMI 

BROMO SELTZER 

and boost your sales! 


WJBK-TV, a CBS 
and Dumont affiliate 


TV-DETROIT 


488 MADISON AVENUE 
ELDORADO 5-2455 


THE KATZ AGENCY, INC 


CBS Finally Decides 
_ To Release ‘Drake’ Series, 


Hollywood, Jan. 23. 

“Cases of Eddie Drake,” series 
of 13 telepix made by IMPPRO.in 
1948-49 and bought by CBS for 
$97,500, finally will be released by 
‘the web. Films have been on the 
shelf. No decision as to whether 
films will be used for 
lensing or released on an individ- 
ual outlet basis. 

Decision to use series nipped 
IMPPRO offer to buy films back 
for $50,000. Herb Strock, who 
made the pix with Harlan Thomp- 
son under the IMPPRO label, re- 
cently sold CBS his 25-year partici- 
pating rights. Deal to make films 
was second between a network and 
a producer. Previously NBC had 
paid Jerry Fairbanks for series 
tagged “Public Prosecutor” which 
are still in the cans. 
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slightly bored with this portion of 
the show. 
Arnaz, however, is a_ colorful 
performer and _ registers. solidly 
with his energetic vocalizing on 
Latin and American pop tunes. 
As emcee, he also operates with 
a freewheeling sense of humor and 
partly salvages’ the giveaway 
sequence with his tongue-in-check 
approach. The brainteasers are 
spotted among the musical num- 
bers with each contestant asked 
two questions. One correct an- 
swer permits him to take a crack 
at the jackpot question while two 
correct answers gives him an ad- 
ditional gift. The prelim questions 
are elementary and Arnaz, in any 
case, supplies the answers when 
the participants miss. On the 
preem, the jackpot question in- 
volved guessing how many bags 
of coffee Brazil produced last yeat 
with the closest figure copping. 
Herm. 


WORLD WIDE FLASHES 
With Les Griffith 
Producer: John T. Madigan 
Director: Robert Tormey 

| Writer: Vincent J. Dempsey 
15 Mins.; Mon., 8:45 p.m, 


Sustaining 
ABC, from New York 

This weekly newscast by Les 
Griffith is competently done. It’s 


not much different from many 
another news program, except for 
the throbbing teletype elatter in 
the background. It airs the late 
bulletins with occasional special 
reports from ABC correspondents 
read by Griffith. 

On the show caught Monday (22) 


the items were generally those 
carried by other AM and TV eve- 
| ning news shows, although there 
was an exclusive report from 
Tokyo about Gen. O'Donnell, an 
evaluation of steel 
curbs in consumer terms, some 
reports on fashion ‘trends in Paris 


Purchased for $97,500 


station ended the year within a fraction of 1% of breaking even and 





network | 


production | 


and London and a couple of light | 


fillers. Griffith’s delivery is well 
paced and conveys a sense of 
urgency as he reads the headline- 
making flashes. Bril. 





TV B’casters’ Bonanza 


Continued from page 23 





is starting the current year on the black side of the ledger. The past 
three weeks has also seen WWJ-TV’s business exceeding that of the 
sister AM outlet. But again video’s gain hasn’t been radio’s loss. Ban- 
nister reported that biz at WWJ was up 5% in 1950 over 1949 with 
the last quarter showing a gain of 15° which is expected to follow 
through in the first three months of 1951. Detroit exec is now getting 
$1,100 for prime TV hours and $800 for AM. On the air 13 hours 
daily, WWJ-TV is 65% sponsored. 
WFIL-TYV, Phila. 

Roger Clipp, general manager of WFIL and WFIL-TV, Philadelphia: 
Also doing business in a three-station market, Clipp states that his 
tele biz passed his AM biz last fall and is now running one and a half 
times ahead. WFIL-TV went into the black for the first time in Oc- 
tober, 1949, and has been showing steadily increasing profits since, 
Thanks to a last quarter upbeat in national spot biz, the AM side kept 
pace with the previous year. With 800,000 sets in the area, WFIL-TV 
programs 75 hours weekly with about 60% devoted to local shows, 

WTAR-TV, Norfolk 

Campbell Arnoux, general manager of WTAR and WTAR-TV, Nor- 
folk: Arnoux expects to be making a profit on his video operation 
before the station celebrates its first birthday in April. WTAR-TV 
is the only outlet in the Norfolk area which has 520,000 sets at the last 
count. Getting exactly double for an hour of teevee time as compared 
to the AM rate—$400 for TV and $200 for AM—Norfolk op reports his 
tele biz has nearly drawn abreast his radio billings. But again, the 
radio has suffered only by comparison of gross intake and still re- 
mains the more profitable of the two. Again reflecting the increase in 
national spot and local revenue, WTAR is running 12-15% over the 
previous year despite a slight drop in network billings. 

KRLD-TV, Dallas 

Clyde Rembert, general manager of KRLD and KRLD-TV, Dallas; 
On the air since December, 1949, KRLD-TV is within a hair of reach- 
ing the breakeven mark. Over 60% of the 75-hour weekly schedule 
is commercial with Class A time bringing in $300 hourly. As is the 
case at most joint operations where the radio biz looms larger than the 
tele take, the TV rate card is lower than the radio card. An hour of 
prime time brings $450 at KRLD, with the AM coin still running 50% 
above that of the video plant. 

WOC-TV, Davenport 

Ernie Sanders, resident manager of WOC and WOC-TV, Davenport: 
Despite the fact that 1950 was the most lucrative year in WOC's 28- 
year history, WOC-TV moved ahead of the AM plant as far as gross 
billings are concerned last month. Col. B. J. Palmer's tele station 
started racking up a profit in November, 13 months after it lighted its 
channel. WOC-TV is one of two stations in the Quad City market 
which now has 40,000 sets. Sanders stated that there was a marked 
upsurge in set sales when the cable reached Davenport Sept. 30. De- 
spite the generally improving quality of web kinnies, the audience evi- 
denced a definite added interest in the net shows when they started 
coming in live. The Iowa station, the only commercial outlet in the 
state, is charging $250 for Class A time and $180 for an AM hour. The 
radio operation is being hypoed with an upped audience promotion 
campaign launched the first of the year, Sanders reported. The g.m. 
declared it’s his conviction that video is attracting considerable “new 
money” which in the long pull will benefit both broadcast media. 

WATV, Newark 

Irving Rosenhaus, prexy and general manager of WATV, Newark. 
As an entirely indie operation with no network affiliation, WATV is 
showing that the self-sustaining outlet can lead a profitable existence. 
According to the prexy, the station is running in the black with its 95 
hours of weekly live and film local shows. WATVys billings passed 
that of its sister AM station, WAAT, about the middle of last year. 
Rosenhaus admitted that nighttime radio listening in the metropolitaa 
N. Y. market with its seven teevee stations has been slumping, but that 
the decline hasn't hurt his ledger too much as most of his revenue has 
always come from the daytime schedule. 

WSB-TV, Atlanta 

John Outler, general manager, WSB and WSB-TV, Atlanta: Although 
his tele biz is still running slightly behind his AM station, Outler re- 
ports that WSB-TV moved into the profit side in November. The 
video plant is programming an average of 90 hours weekly, using NBC 
and ABC shows. Its weekly log is about 80% commercial with top 
time earning $500 hourly. There are now 85,000 receivers in the 
Atlanta area served by two TV stations. Outler declared that his AM 
biz was down slightly last year as compared to 1949, 

WHEN, Syracuse 

Paul Adanti, general manager, WHEN, Syracuse: Reporting on a 
TV-only operation, Adanti said WHEN is making money in the two- 
‘station market with its 100,000 set circulation. WHEN, which went on 
the air in 1948, now has a 100-hour weekly schedule, of which 30 hours 
are live local offerings. 

KTTV, Hollywood 

After 24 months of operation, KTTV, Hollywood, has gone over the 
hump and is now operating at a $25,000 monthly profit. Los Angeles 
Times’ telestation went over to the right side of the ledger Oct. 1, join- 
ing KLAC-TV and KTLA as the only profitable videoutlets in town. 

Average loss during the first 21 months of operation was estimated 
at around $50,000. Profit figure of $25,000 per month, station execs 
reported, includes equipment depreciation and amortization. 

2 








WJW 


Continued from page 20 











ing rights, _ 

AFRA’s executive secretary, Ted 
Smoot, said that national spot 
agencies, who have not cancelled 
local time purchases, have been 
notified that their products are be- 
ing placed on unfair labor lists by 
the AFL in the Greater Cleveland 
area. 


Meanwhile, one attempt to bring 
AFRA and station officials together 
failed to resolve the dispute, with 
federal conciliators planning to 
schedule additional meetings. The 
station is reported to have refused 
to make any changes in its offer 
to grant wage increases or talent 
fee hikes. AFRA, which struck be- 
cause of claimed station unfair la- 
bor practices, is also seeking high- 
er wage and talent fees. 

An effort to bring both sides to- 
gether was initiated last night> (22) 
rwhen four city councilmen intro- 
duced a resolution asking Mayor 
Thomas Burke “to call upon WJW 
to enter into good-faith negotia- 
tions with AFRA and NABET.” 
Resolution was referred to com- 
mittee. 





Little Rock’s KLRE Fetes 


have asked the station for bargain- | 


| initial power of 50 watts, it now 





Its 24th Year of Airing 
Little Rock, Ark., Jan. 23. 
KLRE here celebrated its 24th 
year of broadcasting Jan. 19, with 
an open house and studio party 
attended by 1,000 people. Gov. Sid 
McMath sent a special message of 
congratulation. 
The CBS affiliate is the oldest 
statiom’ in Little Rock. From an 


“ARTIE™ 
Currently 


“MORTY™ 


RIVERSIDE THEATRE 
MILWAUKEE 





uses 10 kw daytime power, 5 kw 


night. 
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TV and RADIO PRODUCTIONS 
PERSONAL MANAGEMENT 


Representing: 











In preparation: 
TOP TALENT TWO PACKAGE SHOWS 
ARTISTS and WRITERS (1 live, 1 film) 


SONNY KENDIS, INC. 
1776 Broadway, New York 19 
Plaza 7-2070-2071 
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Senin e e | b 
TV Indies Nix ASCAPDemandfor Share’ P0XS, COWARD DISKING 'Co]’s Bowout-on 7-Inch 33 RPM | 
f | “CONVERSATION PIECE : 
( 0 a Legal Sho d See | Lily Pons and Noel Coward on 
po in Wii | Monday (22) started recording the pee a e 
nh and 3 W 0 nh latter’s operetta, “Conversation nl as 0 IS 
east . Chicago, Jan. 23. + ao oF Comahia mnt pen ~+ Final stabilization of the speed 
2 , . , a is - : ; i 
‘Ban- Teevee industry s protracted ne- | La Better: T Set T | ducting the orch. Duo will do the | ‘J hn & M ha ’ Ca Disk Pee ab moat 2 
Be Soe gotiations with the American ve za ’ our 0 = operetta, task to take all | 0 ars ’ P %~! of the seven-inch 33 rpm platter. 
ollow iety of Composers, Authors an ° week, ‘Introduced by Columbia Records 
pe abies are heading for a legal Start mM Scranton Feb. 16, Opus was presented on Broad- Too Blue for Boston or an saawer t6 RCA Victor’s 45 
_— showdown. At a closed session| Date of start of Mario Lanza’s pm gM a Pn meg al _ “John and Marsha,” novelty disk; rpm disk in the pop —, the 
(18) held prior to Concert tour has been put forward a ; * caing | issued by Capitol Records, has be-| small-sized 33’s have failed to 
Iphia- here Thursday eld prior >| ane. with word that the fim acter. is Miss Pons second operetta stint, | gun to run into censorship trouble. | catch on in the mass market de- 
7 hie the National Assn. of Broadcasters 'tenor’s condition is improved, and pig ne the “Fledermaus” score Side has already been banned from | spite intensive promotional efforts 
. half TV meeting, telecasters voted to | tour will now start in Scranton, Pa., | She helped record rece.tly. the airlanes and sales counters in | by the diskery. Trade = an- 
n Oc. back the all-industry Television | Feb. 16, with Utica set to follow, | Boston on the grounds that it con-| ticipate that Columbia = = 
since. Per Program a. with ihe | Feb. 21. Columbia Artists Mgt. is | tains suggestive material. Similar rent = ag a pg —_ bey 
kept unlimited war chest to carry the | ajso reinstating other dates which | action with regard to airing has | Conkling takes ov prexy Feb. 
IL-TV case to the courts. | were nixed when Lanza took sick erc X@s e « been taken in Scranton, Pa., with|1, replacing Edward H. Wallerstein 
5 Talks between ASCAP and the | recently on the Coast with a liver | some other localities reportedly | who nursed the L-P development 
S. industry bargaining group were | aijment,. | . following suit. ta, “ a Png m4 
Nore broken off ~4 oe poe Tour originally was to begin Jan. | DeWinter in Wake Boma = —_ —_ = — — s introduc 
ration months oF een ee neg. | 24 in Fresno, Cal. Columbia is | ee ot Ge. ee aia” . a 
R-TV to work out a video roth o— still awaitning word from Metro |Fa 10 Fp, p> gene 4a. th aia Two factors have milita . 
@ last ule, for music controlied by, the as to the extra time they want in o 9 TT ego __/ sists of only two words, the names against the click of, the tevet-inch 
gh rg dl ‘4 > been ASCAP’s April to replace the January-Feb- ane S t |and over with varying, inflections Fx aie a : t rode a mache 
nae jomanil that it receive a share of | ruary, Cates that ‘had te: be con- In Boston, meantime Capitol dis- | available cule enough to play 
n yoo the station’s revenue earned from celled. Hollywood, Jan. 23 trict sales manager, Al Letuska, the disks automatically while Vie- 
ase in spots slotted next to programs us- ° Mercury cs apparently in | 18 continuing the sale of the disk | tor pushed its 45’s along with a 
a ing the society’s tunes. 6 : » app y 'in order to challenge the legality | specially-built automatic _ player. 
r the h flatl shosted reprisal for Frankie Laine leaving of the ban dl Columbia failed to se- 
agra holdi . nd . emcee ] ey @S |the label when his pact expires in | , parted 3 we of th > dapaiaiaie 
this proposal, ho my nid & | April, has summarily dropped the | cure the suppo i. Md 1 Ith “4 
Jallas: ment to this demand would open i | Lawrence Welk and David DeWin- | . nies for its seven-inchers : em 
reache the doors to similar requests from e. | heroes the rest of the industry followe 
ineinally the Amer | ter bands off the Mere roster. I's leadership in the long-pla 
edule tee SFONES, Sens to ‘ a @ ih ve OWL) anele is that the Gabbe, Lutz & ° ee osane S-play 
is the ican Federation of Musicians. | Hell A th longhair field. 
an the Under the consent’ decree Tal er wen manages a ree— - For the past couple of months, 
ur of through which ASCAP operates, ; Detroit, Jan. 23. | *alne, we and DeWinter. Mer- T It n BG Album Columbia has submitted to the 45 
50% the group must offer telecasters| Inflation has hit Detroit’s juke- | Cury burned up last week when l § ‘rpm advance by pressing much of 
either a blanket and a per program | boxes. They're no longer nickel | the managers of Laine served no- |its pop line in the latter speed as 
license, with the contractee hav- | nickelodeons. They’re being tuned bo on Merc that label’s top-selling Hollywood, Jan. 23. |well as on the seven-inch 33’. 
nport: ing the opportunity of seeing which | in strictly for dimes—leaving only | S!nger was leaving firm and, it) Gojumbia Records’ release in al- | Latter, however, have not been 
"s 28- is the better deal for its particular | parking meters and _ telephones | Seles - aw a signing with bum form of Benny Goodman's ‘paying their way despite the gen- 
gross situation. While the networks have | with the fast-disappearing nickel | \0}um = eCeres, 1938 Carnegie Hall concert is fac-| eral pickup in the company’s pop 
tation signed blanket contracts, the indie | slots. The passing of the nickel Last night after Sam Lutz, local jing possible legal action by RCA |! line. 
ed its tele stations have practically unan- | nickelodeon was announced Satur- |chief of the managerial firm, | Victor. It’s understood on the Coast | The 45's meantime, have been en- 
narket imously rejected them. In most / day (20) by Roy W. Clason, busi- | learned of Mercury dropping the | that Victor’s lawyers staff is exam- joying a steady increase in public 
arked situations the blanket deal, scaled | ness manager of the Michigan Au- | two orchs, he and Music Corp. of | ining its old pact with Goodman acceptance with all major labels 
0. De- at 2.457% of the station’s revenue | tomatic Phonograph Owners Asso- | America set up a new shellac deal |to determine whether any contract- | pressing their pops in that speed. 
e evi- from local billings, is claimed to | ciation. | for Welk with Coral Recerds. Pact | ual obligation is involved in Col’s | Success of this speed system in 
tarted (Continued on page 42) He said the 10c-a-play de-/| was set via phone with Jimmy Hil- waxing of the concert date. Basis | th e pop field stems from Victor's 
in the cision was made after record com- | liard, Coral’s artist-and-repertoire _for any action is the fact that Good- | tremendous promotional drive plus 
panies announced a 12% price in- chief, in New York. The contract | man was under contract to Victor ne 
. The ° ° A the fact that about 4,000,000 ma 
notion Everything But Sink crease—six cents per record—last | calls for Welk to get the regular | at the time the concert was held. | chines, currently in use, are 
e gm December. “It was the straw that | 5% of retail sales on all disks sold| Moot question in the affair is equipped to play the 45’s\ auto- 
“new Att hed b Ha es broke the camel’s back,” Clason | and to personally pay recording |Goodman’s right to sell the taped | matically. 
ac \j yn said, explaining: “During the last | costs. ‘ transcription of the Carnegie Hall | 
e e k 10 years, equipment has tripled in Welk had that same deal with | proceedings 12 years later to an- | 
ewark. In Split With Bene € | price and records have doubled.” __ | Mercury during his two years’ ten- | other company. Victor’s tentative | T D ? 136 ° 4-) 
TV is Hollywood, Jan. 23. He said about 75% of Detroit | ure with waxery, but as he never | answer is that the taped version | 4- orsey Ss In ay 
stence Part ate of Den Marnes and and Wayne County jukeboxes | had a big hit during the period he | of the concert, since it was eventu- 
its 95 artnership © y ; would he affected immediately and | never reaped any appreciable roy- | ally put on wax, is its property. Stand at Boston Ballroom: 
os Tex Beneke ended Sunday night | ,), : 4 : ; a? ; ; ’ 
passed h Bencke band wound 2 the rest undoubtedly would follow. | alties. Neither did DeWinter, in| Another question is whether te 
year. (21) aa a ae the Palladium He said his 125-member association | about one year with Merc. Inci- |Goodman had the right to assign Video Radio Plugs Help 
solit five-wee . ; controls 99% of jukeboxes in the | dentally, no new wax deal has been |to Columbia specific numbers in ’ 
it that and the museclans eres ba county, | arranged yet for DeWinter. |th® concert, such as “Stomping at Boston, Jan. 23. 
ue has Pr pga ttaching fo “Our only alternative to raising | In being Mercury’s greatest sell- the Savoy,” which he recorded for| Racking up an estimated $13,000 
eo psa ements, music | Prices would have been to cut | er, Laine sold about 7,800,000 plat-| Victor. All Victor contracts stipu-| for his four-day stint at Totem 
ae “RB a Cadillac, New down the commission rate, now | ters in a little more than three late that artists must wait five years | Pole Ballroom, Tommy Dorsey 
hough = ta nt furnishings and averaging 40% of the total take,” | years with the company. It is un- | before repeating for another disk-| broke the previous record set by 
ioe She “4 A me In splitting two Clason said. Bar and restaurant derstood that Laine earned about ery any number cut for Victor. Ray Anthony during his recent en- 
The ot a items. Benck e notified | OW"ers here who permit operators $238,000 in royalties during that| Columbia’s two-disk long-play al- | gagement here. Dorsey's solid 
zy NBC o— h age ted partnership dis- to install the machines have the | time. It is known that Columbia bum, meantime, is proving to be draw during his stay here is be- 
th top yong Br ben 4. last official “best deal in the nation,” Clason | will-pay him a guarantee of $50,000 one of the hottest items in the com- lieved to have been hypoed strong- 
in the pi ~~ facta = eneke ‘outfit and | 52d. Chicago owners, he said, re- | annually, against the same 5% of | pany’s catalog. Retailing at nearly ly by his personal appearances on 
is AM ties be ' er Glenn Miller ceive only 25% and customers are retail sales price deal Laine had $10 per set, the Goodman concert | practically every local AM and 
“a a sie Helen Miller, has | *~! Setting a play for a nickel. | with Mercury. has reportedly topped the 50,000 ioe — wan See ee lw 
dow, +. ® | mark and is still going strong. is ty 
on a sought legal action to restrain Abe Olman, Big Three general Bob Miller, president of Music | d.j. circuit. Local Decca topper 
» twee Beneke from using Miller arrange-| manager, planed to the Coast last | Publishers Contact Employees,| Television Songs, Inc. has been | reports sale of Dorsey platters also 
ont on ments henceforth. However, it’s week to scan Metro and 20th-Fox | leaves for Hollywood Jan. 29 for chartered in Albany to conduct a/spurted nicely since TD’s appear- 
hours apparent Beneke has no idea of| pix musical scores for pluggable | three weeks in connection with music publishing business in New | ance in the area. 
changing gg te sold = = properties. ‘annual MPCE dinner this spring. York. Success of Anthony and Dorsey 
Government onds when A ney at Totem Pole has renewed activ- 
ium, using coin a 7 iter j : 
A io ine nine arrangers to rework |, ZARIETY.. 1() Bost Sellers on Com-Machines.. ecto 22%.20. , | ssoreiehiatmerntseeet frre 
join- oid Miller book. He steel or? day stint starting Feb. 21st and 
: ly different arrangements on suc > . Frankie Carle pencilled in for two 
ama Miller-identified tunes as “in the i TENNESSEE WALTZ (8) (Acuff-R) ceeeeese . & eeeeeesesenee Patti Page ~ Bee -Mercury day chore March Ist. 
execs Mood,” “Kalamazoo,” “Chattanooga 2 MY HEART CRIES FOR YOU (4) (Massey).......eeeeeeee2 Guy Mitchell-M. Miller Columbia 
| were = even sioontighe 3. HARBOR LIGHTS (13) (Chappell).........cscccesesseceses Sammy Kaye.........Columbia ’ ' 
using iller eme ‘Moo : 
Serenade” with only few bars}% 4, NEVERTHELESS (11) (Chappell)............sessesseeseee | Ralph Flanagan. ........ Victor Col.’s Prades Bach Festival 
changed and band retaining clari- - . ere eee ae ° 
net-lead styling. ; . 5. THINKING OF YOU (8) (Remick).........scecccecscescecs \ Bont Fisher gan itet ens) ae Issue Into 2d Edition 
Attachments were obtained since on Cherry ...«...+..-- ecca Following up ene of {is most 
articles in question were bought 6. THE ROVING KIND (3) (Hollis)..........eseeeeeeeesseeees+ Guy Mitchell-M. Miller Columbia } successful promotions in the long- 
by ee Layer! a we THE THING (8) (Hollis) ceo eerees eee eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeees Phil Harris. te) o O40 ONO £6 6 Victor hair field, Columbia Records is 
are now to Spy Between " Mag Whiting-Jim Wakely Capitol issuing a second “limited edition” 
dissah aoe e.. é a oved 8. A BUSHEL AND A PECK (3) (Morris).......sccsceseeseee: i Betty Hutton PerryComo Victor }/ release of the Bach Prades Festival 
Beneke deal at Palladiu 9. BE MY LOVE (1) (Miller).............. secceecececceesees Mario Lanza ............Victor J | Set which was cut last fall in France 
Beneke deal at Palladium was , , under Pablo Casals’ - batoning, 
weekly guarantee of 2. = 10. VP'LL ALWAYS LOVE YOU (9) (Famous)........ covccccccce COG MGT ..cccccse. COR Initial boxed edition of 1,000 sets, 
Split of all over $52,500 in door ‘each comprising 10 long-play 12- 
admissions during the five frames. Second Group inate disks, ar sold nig 
Admissions approximated $60,000. i , after the announcement while the 
A good half of the biz was done SO LONG (Folk-W) $4660 64466663 66 Coe ees sees e ee eee esesesesene eee Weavers-Gord. Jenkins o. Decca second edition has already been 
nig inn 8 ak daatee Oak YOU’RE JUST IN LOVE (Berlin) ...cccccscccsecscccesecesses. Perry Como-Fontane Sis. . Victor ‘fully allocated to retailers on the 
eek, Beneke wi e ; Perry GOMO ..cccccess.- Vitor basis of advance orders. ’ 
Gk ee ee Se IF (Shapiro-B) ee ee | Seeeee eee eee eeeeeeeseeeeeees Dean Martin ae Mes ae aly Capitol Each of a sets retail at $50, 
i , Litz, . ; meaning that $100,000 in longhair 
Crew trained Monday (22) for|{ ALL MY LOVE (18) (Mills)............-. socscccccciccoccceces PU PGC ....ccee...MercUry 2 | CRESS ae to be turned over 
voir 4 of one-nighters east and TO THINK YOU’VE CHOSEN ME (Laurel) eeeeeeeseeseeeeseses i — -@eeeer .Mercury | at the retailer level. Although in 
sout . MARSHMALLOW WORLD (Shapiro-B) see ee ee eee eee eeeeeeeeees aughn onroe eeeeeoes Victor the interim between the first and 
OH BABE (Alamo) ................ + seeecccccccveccccccceses Kay Starr ...... seee+..Capitol f | second Sake eden 7 the * 
i the individual dis rom 
sin 2 ° ° GET OUT THOSE OLD RECORDS (BVC) ......eseeeeeeeeeee04 Guy Lombardo .......... Decca ¢ | Price © 
p : . | $4.85 to $5.45, t 
Heidt in 3d Shift to MCA; |} TLL NEVER BE VERE (13) (Valande) «....0.00.c+eeseeeeeseves Kay StarrTenn, Ernie . .Cepitol ig rouetaing’ ek tae ae Soe 
M ° Be GH a | 4c vite go Cor | tab. 
Signs for Five-Y ear Term THIRSTY FOR YOUR KISSES (Mutual) eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeees: Mills Bros pe ae Decca ‘ 
sennen ee eed —— Pa ORANGE COLORED SKY (9) (Frank) ............+. teeeseceeess King Cole-Stan Kenton Capitol Lee-Desmond Duet for M-G-M 
WS seciaheds Henk America from AS" '® + ori, FEEL THE SAME ABOUT YOU (Criterion)...,......... Georgia Gibbs ..........Coral Chicago, Jan. 23. 
‘iated Booking Corp, Deal signed ; i 
last week with MCA calls for a | IF YOU’VE GOT THE MONEY (Peer)............... soeccesesss JO Stafford ..... r+++-Columbia Sue RO br ol yoy 
five-year term. CAN ANYONE EXPLAIN (16) (Valando) ..........6.ceseeeeees Ames Bros. Coral » Se 











It's Heidt’s third trip to MCA. 
He was signed to MCA on two pre- 
vious occasions. 


[Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10.) 


cut two tunes for M-G-M. Duet 
jobs will mark Miss Lee’s first 
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Patti Page: “Would I Love You”- 
“sentimental Music” (Mercury). 
Any followup to Patti Page’s ‘‘Ten- 
nessee Waltz” has a tough mark to 
choot at, but this is a solid coupling 
that'll find a slot in the hit lists. 
“rove You,” a standout ballad, is 
dished up with a full-bodied vocal 
against a Latin rhythm 
sround 
Saws You” is turned in by Tony 
Martin for Victor. On the Mercury 
flip, Miss Page hits strongly on an- 
other fine ballad, Harry Geller’s 
orch backing up. 

Percy Faith Orch: “Zing Zing- 
Zoom Zoom”-“A Kiss And 
Promise” (Columbia). Percy Faith’s 
interpretation of “Zing Zing” gets 
the maximum lilt and color out of 
this new Sigmund Romberg- 
Charles Tobias tune. Sharp choral 
arrangement lends a big commer- 
cial impact to this waltz. Les Bax- 
ter’s version for Capitol is okay but 
is not as bright as Faith’s. On the 
Columbia reverse, Faith’s orch and 
chorus change pace with a smooth 
job on a lovely ballad, “A Kiss and 
A Promise.” Both sides rate jock 
and juke spins. 

Ames Bros.: ‘‘More Than I Care 
To Remember’-“Three Dollars and 
Ninety-Eight Cents” (Coral). Two 


likely sides by a vocal combo that | 


has been turning out a string of 
hits. ‘‘Remember” is a neat. ballad 


warmly delivered on a slow har-| 


monizing beat. Reverse may be the 
sleeper. 
Mop” style of near-nonsense lyrics, 
number has a catchy rhythm which 
is pitched up snappily by the Ames 
freres. Roy Ross orch backgrounds 
okay. 

Frankie Laine: “Dear, 
Dear”-‘“‘“May The Good Lord Bless 
and Keep You” (Mercury). Laine 
isn’t as flamboyant as usual on 
these sides and that’s an improve- 
ment, ‘‘Dear” furnishes ace rhythm 
material for Laine who socks it 
across with lots of impact. On the 
reverse, Laine is even more re- 


strained in a tasteful version of | 


the quasi-religioso tune. Harry 
Geller’s orch backs up with aid of 
the Jud Conlon Singers. 

Al Morgan: “What Will I Tell 
My Heat’-“Great Day In. the 
Mornin ; (London). Morgan is 
rapidly gaining wider acceptance 
on disks and this coupling ‘will 
push his rep along. Morgan par- 
lays a showmanship talent, with his 
solid pipes for solid commercial 
values. “Heart” is neatly keyed to 
a sentimental mood while “Great 
Day” is sold on a happy uptempo 
that may catch on an antidote to 
these parlous times. 

Andrews Sisters: “Between Two 
Trees’-“I Wish I Knew” (Decca). 
“Trees” is lovely ballad with a fine 
lyric which may score commercial- 
ly with this cut. Andrews Sisters 
handle it with a simple folk man- 
ner, backed up by a male choral 
group. Flipover is okay ballad 
neatly executed with a rhythm 
background. Vie Schoen batons 
the “Tree” deck. 

Lorry Raine: “Spin the Bottle”- 
“Who'll Take My Place When I’m 
Gone” (London). Lorry Raine, 
who clicked moderately with “‘Har- 
bor Lights” and “Strangers” last 
year, has a fine chance with ‘Bot- 
tle.” a cute novelty number. 
handles it brightly with a big assist 
from Everett Ralston’s background 
instrumentation. Reverse has mild 
chances. 


Erroll Garner: “People Will Say , 


We're in Love”-“Lover’ (Colum- 
bia). Garner is gaining increasing 
acceptance on his disks as one of 
the most brilliant stylists in the 
field. On this disk, he dishes up 
two top numbers in his repertory 
se his usual flashy keyboard at- 
ack, 
Shadow Wilson on drums back up. 

Cathy Mastice: “With These 
Hands”-“One Little, Two Little, 
Three _ Little Kisses” (Victor). 

With These. Hands” is one of the 
more worthwhile current ballads 
but the lyric is obviously designed 
for a male vocalist.* Miss Mastice’s 
version, in any case, is keyed too 
Operatically. On the reverse, she 
Scores more effectively on a cute 
rhythm tune, 

Paul Weston Orch: “Across The 
Wide Missouri”-“So Long” (Colum- 
bia). Weston dresses up “Missouri” 
With a fine vocal and choral ar- 
rangement and this fine western- 
‘'vled ballad should take off with 
this cut. On the reverse, Weston 


has a rousing version of the hit, | 


So Long,” but this deck is too 
late to catch up with the Weavers- 
Gordon Jenkins side for Decca. 
Norman Luboff choir works well 
with Weston. 


Album Reviews 


A Treasury of Immortal Per- 
jormances (Victor). Out of its huge 
ack catalog, 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By HERM SCHOENFELD— 


back- | 
. Top male vocal version of | 


Patterned after the “Rag | 


Dear, | 


She | 


John Simmons on bass and | 


RCA Victor has J 


(Week ending Jan. 13) 
London, Jan. 16. 
I Taw a Puddy Tat. .Connelly 
The Thing i........... Leeds 
Rudolph keindeer . Chappell 
Beloved Be Faithful. . Pickwick 








transformed onl ta sampling of its Ferr 

old jazz swing classics onto 45 and Petite oon son seve oo 
33rpm disks in a series of five} Goodnight Irene. ..... Leeds 
“Treasury” sets. (Victor has also| Sleigh Ride. eee Mills 
‘issued 12 longhair sets and one} In English Garden|... ..Sun 
| western set as part of the “Treas-| Autumn Leaves. Maurice 


/ury” project.) Plenty of fine sides} Orange Colored Sky... Morris 





, are to be found in these six-sided , i 
pop sets although the method of AG My Lave... , 
presentation has resulted in the in- Second 12 
clusion of artists and sides that Sam’s Song Sterling 

| have more historical than musical Marshmallow World. .Kassner 

| value. As expected, the resurrect- i ie Ae .. Lennox 
ed hot jazz sides have a fresher! Mona Lisa New World 
impact than the straight pop and| I Saw Him Once........ Unit 
| Swing numbers. Benny Goodman| In Flying Saucer........Unit 
Quartet’s “Stompin’ at the Savoy,”| If I Loved You... . Williamson 
| for instance, has far more vitality We'll Keep a Welcome... .Cox 
than _the commercial “Boogie If I Were Blackbird. Box & Cox 
| Woogie” theme by Tommy Dorsey. Imagination ........ Connelly 
| Other fine sides by Duke Elling-| Dream is a Wish..... Disney 
ton, Lionel Hampton, Bunny Beri- Ashes of Roses..... Connelly 











| gan, 
| Soa Fats tg rad eal other jazz 
performers are included. One set | aon M4 
includes a couple of none ct Dean Dixon to Reprise: 
| atra and the late Russ Colombo. Europe Tour In New Bid 
Red Norvo Trio (Discovery). Red | T p US M ° 
changing jazz styles over the years, 0 romote 7 usIC 
showcases his latest combo on this 
| phone partisans, Norvo is still tops, }who just ern ot See 
dishing up a sparkling series of ar-; Months tour of Europe, 
ards, such as “Little White Lies,” ith ‘hi ly- 
“I Get a Kick Out of You” and | 10°F another tour with his new y 
International 
Norvo’s trio comprises Ted Farlow, 'Orchestra of Paris. Orch, which 
a_tricky guitarist, and Charles | consists of 140 musicians repping 
Platter Pointers |in Paris by Dixon who has been 
accenting American music in his 
a smooth long-play disk for Co- : , : 
taba ee ” | swing, Dixon played in France, 
lumbia’s “Dance Date” series . Belgium, Scandinavia and Italy as 
is featured i sparkli long- ‘ idee 
“a “Classis te PRhythm” ; ‘the Israel Philharmonic in Israel. 
As part of his" promotion of 
nifty instrumental work on a cou-| American music, Dixon has joined 
ple of Fats Waller numbers, | a committee of leading conductors, 
/and “Honey Hush” (London) . . .| bins, to stimulate creative work in 
Sarah Vaughan is solid on “I'll! music on a college level. Robbins 
| a ae tion |institutions of learning.with details 
y 1 seed sas ich th 
| Buddy Morrow orch ans & temeets| of a competition out of which the 
|cut of “The Happiest Day of My promising material. Currently serv- 
(Victor) . . . On the same label,|img on the committee are Paul 


Coleman Hawkins, Count 
‘apiece by Bing Crosby, Frank Sin- 
Norvo, who has kept pace with the 
Dean Dixon, Negro conductor 
| 12-inch long-play disk. For xylo- a 
rangements on a flock of stand-|turn to the Continent in mid-March 
“I've Got You Under My Skin.” formed American 
Mingus; bassman and arranger. | about 35 countries, was recruited 
Paul Weston’s orch has grooved | repertory. On his recent European 
on Ee Stnet Seem, 200 Saoee ones well as a six-weeks session with 
Buddy Greco Quintet turn in some | 
| “Keepin’ Out of -Mischief Now” organized by publisher J. J. Rob- 
| Know” (Columbia) . . . Louis Jor-| js circulating some 2,500 higher 
ccmmittee will select 
Life,” Tommy Mercer vocalling 
Andre Kostelanetz, 


| ‘ 

Frankie Carle orch delivers pleas-| Whiteman, 
ingly on “Sentimental ? 2 
Joan. House vocalling ... Tony Winterhalter, Paul Weston, Mitch 
Fontaine has a good version of; Miller, Dewey Bergman, Harry 
“Vision of Bernadette” (Mercury) Geller and others. The committee 
... Al Hibbler, working with a sec-| will meet prior to Dixon's spring 
ihe of 7. epee, Dag | tour. 
a fine cut of “Stormy Weather” | : : 
(Mercer)... Doris Day and Harry  g_Robbins plans, to select about, 2 
James team up for a good commer- | & year, 

culled from college show scores, 


oe & 7 vw gy hae for publication. Each number will 


“John and Marsha” is near the be given a full-dress promotion in 
indigo danger point (Capitol). | order to encourage the collegians 

Standout folk, western, blues, | to intensify their musical studies. 
rhythm, polka, religious, etc.: The | Robbins points out that some of 
Blenders, “Little Small Town Girl”| the leading = showtune writers, 
(Decca). . . Eddie Dean, “My Life | such as Richard Rodgers and the 
With You” (Capitol)... Red Foley, | late Lorenz Hart, emerged after 
“Music By The Angels” (Decca)... a college start. 


| Best British Sheet Sellers | 


802’S BLUE TICKET 
SHELVES UNITY ACTION 


| Move. by the _ victorious 
| ticket in the recent elections of 


will re- | 


Packaged AFM Demands in AM-TV 
Talks Termed ‘Imp 





Blue 


New York Local 802, American 


| Federation of Musicians, to bring 


leaders of the opposition Unity 
ticket on trial has been quietly 
shelved. Charges were made 
against Unjty chiefs for having al- 
legedly made libelous statements in 
their leaflets concerning the ad- 
ministration’s wasting of funds in 
the renting of voting machines. 

Harmony was restored in the 
'union, however, via the offices of 
| AFM prexy James C. Petrillo be- 
|\fore whom the case was brought. 
| Petrillo recommended the appoint- 
ment of a committee, repping both 
sides, to settle the matter amicably. 
Involved on the Unity side were 
Max Arons, Local 802 board mem- 
ber; William Feinberg, defeated 
presidential candidate; and a flock 
of other Unity supporters. 





Location Dates Lacking, 


Snyder Breaks Up Band 


Chicago, Jan. 23. 
' Orch leader. Bill Snyder, who 


mately some lush bookings last 
|summer following his hit waxing 
|of “Bewitched,” disbanded his 
band last week. Snyder has heen 
| unable to secure any location dates 
recently and had been working 
mostly on. one-nighters. 

| Riding the crest of huge counter 
sales rung up on* “Bewitched,” 
Snyder was booked into the Edge- 
water Beach hotel here for five 
weeks. He then went to New York 
for a stand at the Paramount. 
Aftes that, the maestro’s working 
sked had been on a spotty basis, 
made up mostly of one-nighters 


the most and a few short stands in the mid- | Assn. 


west. 
Snyder last September inked a 


é : three-year contract with London | 
Music,” | Gordon Jenkins, Percy Faith, Hugo Records, which purchased his pact | when playing a 


from Tower Records. Agreement 
reportedly calls for $20,000 yearly 
guarantee, 5% of retail sales, and 
a minimum waxing sked of 16 
sides a year. 





Kirsten to Coast for Air 
_ Dates After Met Stint 


| Dorothy Kirsten finished her 
Met Opera chores in N. Y. last 
weekend and headed for the Coast, 
where she’s to take part in two 
Bing Crosby airers, a Railroad 
Hour’ and a Charlie McCarthy 
‘ broadcast. 
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Proceeding smoothly on the sur- 


'face, negotiations between Local 
| 802, American Federations of Mu- 


sicians, and the major video and 
radio network outlets in New York 
for a new pact are heading rapidly 
into stormy waters. While network 
execs have made _ no _ formal 
counter-proposals to date, it’s 
known that they consider the 
union’s packaged demands for AM 
and TV as “impossible.” 

To date, the network reps 
around the bargaining table have 
done little else but listen to the 
union’s exposition of its demands. 
At a meeting yesterday (Tues.), 
further clarification was given by 
the union with the broadcasters 
only gingerly putting in their de- 
murrers. An early showdown is ex- 
pected, however, as the union is 
pressing for an agreement before 
the current pact expires at the 
end of this month. 


As anticipated, networks are 
balking at the sharply increased 
program costs implicit in the 


union’s demands. The local, mean- 
time, is holding firm on its demand 


| for the elimination of all disks on 
ithe airlanes between 8 a.m. and 
| midnight, which is the most diffi- 


cult request for the nets to swal- 
low. Other union demands, also 
leading to higher network costs, 
call for a 3% welfare fund con- 


| tribution, musician pacts for the 


run of each show, severance pay 


2 : . and increased vacations. 
jumped into prominence and ulti- | 


Duke Ellington Rocks 
Met Opera in Recital 





Under NAACP Auspices 


The Duke Ellington orch, pre- 


|senting its annual one-niter con- 
| cert 


in New York Sunday (21), 
switched this year from its pre- 
vious Carnegie Hall location to 
rock the even staider precincts of 


the Metropolitan Opera House. A 
benefit show for the National 
for the Advancement of 


Colored People, the concert was 
an SRO sellout. 

Following his standard practice 
longhair audi- 
|torium, Ellington offered a mixed 
repertory of standard and new 
‘jump numbers and a series of ex- 
tended = serio-jazz compositions 
|cleffed by himself and his collabo- 
|rator, Billy Strayhorn. As in pre- 


|vious years, this concert was an- 


‘other complete showcase of Elling- 
ton’s superlative talents as 
batoneer, arranger and composer 
in a variety of musical idioms. 

His band, built around a core 
of standout sidemen which have 
remained with the Ellington or- 
ganization or two decades, ex- 
-ecuted the concert in brilliant 
|style. With this crew, Ellington 
‘can get any effect he wants in the 
'way of driving beat, lyrical reeds 
or blinding brass -passages. Ex- 
celling in ensemble chores, each 
of the sidemen, such as saxers 
Johnny Hodges, Paul Gonsalves 
and Harry Carney, trumpeters 
Ray Nance and “Cat” Anderson, 
trombonist Lawrence Brown and 
clarinetist Jimmy Hamilton, were 
also spotlighted in great solos. 

New number on the program 
was “Controversial Suite,” an in- 
teresting work with one _ part 
futuristic and the other a takeoff 
of oldtime jazz style. Other more 
ambitious works ‘included “Har- 
lem” and a three-part suite which 
concluded with a flashy modern 
ballet by the Co-ops.  Ellington’s 
band vocalists, Al Hibbler and 
Yvonne, also registered solidly 
with a group of numbers. 





Kruse Back With Plans 


For London Disk Subsid 


Harry Kruse, London Records 
exec vice-prexy, returned from 
England last week following hud- 
dles with E. R. Lewis, prez of Brit- 
ish Decca, on plans for the U. S. 
diskery subsid. Joe Delaney, vice- 
prexy over London's pop artists and 
repertory operations, also made the 
trip with Kruse and mapped an 
expanded schedule of U. S. re- 
leases of British-cut pops. 

London’s longhair division, un- 
der a&r chief Remy Farkas, is also 
scheduling a buildup of the com- 
pany’s classical catalog via his re- 
cent inking of several American 
and Continental] artists. 





ows 


ae? This SSeS ve ¥-« ; 


cRranw? ,. ¥ 
38 ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC VARIETY | Wednesday, January 24, 1951 j 


Welk 756 Sut Vs. Crooner $79 %, Ss Wore Se HEIFETZINSRO PACE | — 
AS HENEARS 50 MARK | Songs With Largest Radio Audience 


Beers en Skip-Out Claim ‘ment in January, 1948. Welk 


‘charges he pacted with the warbler 


** 
=. 












































° . ; ascha Heifetz, who'll be 50) 
Readying for Chi Coast 1D February, 1947, and that ao. a Feb. 2. isn’t celebrating Survey Week af January 12-18, 1951 
Chicago, Jan. 23. fr glen ge nn aaa of the \the event especially, except by con- The top 28 songs of the weet (more fn, case of ties), based on 
Year-and-half-old breach of con- Welk ch: he laid out $25,000 ; tinuing on a busy winter's concert the copyrighte were. Sewerage Index Survey of Popular 
ear-and-hé | elk charges he laid out vo. |sked. Violinist gives his sole sea- Music Broadcast over Radio Networks, Published by the Office of 
tract suit against singer Bobby on a buildup campaign for the | con’s N Y. recital at Carnegie Hall Research, Inc., Dr. John G. Peatman, Director, Alphabetically 
Beers was finally plucked off the Singer and had spent $50,000 to| (7 og) to a house sold out listed. 
: ‘tailor the band’s arrangement to | tonight (\wed.) to as 
shelf last week in Cook county | paar singing style. He seeks re- | ©? basis of one newspaper ad. A Marshmallow World ..ccccccccccccasscessecers Shapiro-B 
superior court. after Beers was turn of all the money in 4 $75,000 He’s doing a two-and-a-half oe 4 it me H . me severe eeoeeeeres seers eeeeewoes Mills : 
summoned for a preliminary hear-, judgment demand. So far Welk| month U. S. tour this winter, Be ise Canaont Sons ‘teste — = 
ing scheduled for next month. has failed to produce the alleged to include two_ weeks in Cuba. B + Thin Ser You.*“Call Ak “. : -:seeeeecees Miller 
=" _|agreement with the singer. The Judson, O'Neill & Judd divi- | om & FO 3 all Me Madam”.....+.... Berlin 
Skip-out charge was brought by | “Case had been dormant pending | sion of Columbia Artists Mgt. has | ate 4 my Snow Mon keh aveakhanten ‘eens ae 
orch leader Lawrence Welk in! Beers’ return to Chicago from the also skedded him for recitals in sa gh ee Old Records ......... seeeeeeeeees. Lombardo 
May, 1949, alleging he had doled | east. Mexico this spring. 1 De MEE. 6.64. s+ 6a Rhee ch eeetenn mie we ercccccces Chappell 
’ Be oreo teeta eee eens tenes eoccccece Shapiro-B 
Se = If I Were a Bell—*“Guys and Dolls”..............Morris 
If You’ve Got the Money I've Got the Time..... ee» Peer 





It Is No Secret .... ce Tee ee ee ere Duchess 


\| It's a Lovely Day Today—*“Call Me Madam” ...., Berlin 
ens ‘ Never Been In Love Before—*"Guys and Dolls”... Morris 
we Fini hs Ma Jing-A-Ling Jing-A-Ling . Disney 


My Heart Cries For You ...... eeeee Massey 


| Nevertheless—i"Three Little Words”........ wees Chappell 

‘| Night Is Young and You're So Beautiful ...........W& M 

Nobody's Chasing Me—**Out of This World”...,. Chappell 
Se RE GUO 6 445-4414 6.464 055.045 9 4 seas .».. Barton 
ER Serer er err errr rere eee eceee- Duchess 
MOviIne FG... <...ce060 Ter ere Terr Terre re haaeeus Hollis 
Sea Of the Moon ...... Tere CT ee Tee TT 00se0s eee aOR 
Tennessee Waltz ..... $560 34004000 84000058 errr Ty Acuff-R 
.. S. Tere . WTTTTTT Te 


Thinking Of You—* “Three Little Words” Were ee 
Use Your Imagination 668400666 GCRODDEL 


You Love Me—7‘‘The West Point MMGES”  su3408 ».. Witmark 
You're Just In Love—*“Call Me Madam” ...ecece. Berlin 
Zing Zing—Zoom Zoom.... Were eee 


The remaining 20.songs of the week (mor€ in case of ties), 
based on the copyright Audience Coverage Index Survey of Popu- 
lar Music Broadcast over Radio Networks. Published by the Office 
of Research, Inc., Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. Alphabetically 
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A Bushel and a Peck—““Guys and Dolls”......... Morris 
Always You..... S katate a Sbeesecess -aeeeeerrnE 
Be Good To Your Father and Mother............ Beacon 
Bonaparite’s Retreat .......... kk tke eee eoneees eee 
TS re paenkane Goday 
Goofus....... bg en ree Rarer Feist 
I Am Loved—*“Out of This World” ...........+. Chappell 
I Don’t Mind Being All Alone . ive naceeeeebee Meee 
I Remember the Cornfields. .. {cise Seaawenes Leeds 
I Wanna Ring Around My Rosie's Finger........... Beacon 
In the Land Of Make Believe veebeseees BMI 
le Moderato Long Before I Knew You Litt eeeeeees Harms 
rod = ng go yom ang Keep YOU. .iss<is yee 
, . 310n Ince You Fin PRE EE Cake i aces es Peewee eaers T. B. Harms 
REFRAIN (slowly, with expresso Rb Bbm6 oF c7 («F? EE OT ESTP Rey eet reer on hee 
searerops Prom My BYVGS .c.escccccceccsesee cones CRON 
To Think You’ve Chosen Me .......scccs ‘cc beweee wees 
Toment Be Tender To Mes. .cccccscvvcocs errrrs 
> ft" Ve a (a ee rere rs .... Algonquin 
i ¥ x — Our Country Was Born.......... Fayeesiass — 
' fou and Your Beautiful Eves..........00% eeceee. Paramount 
Last Nicur My Heart Crossep THE O + CEAN, to be 
” a e A? + Filmusical. *Legit musical. 
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ee a EP AE ye |] CUGAT EMBARKS ON 3D inane eta, al 
it ae ies Last night two ff) SOUTH AMERICAN TOUR it ‘pisytn 23" huneings bur 


ing his South American trip, Cugat 

Xavier Cugat will embark on his will star in a film, “South Ameri- 
Dn A>7 G7 C dim. third successive annual tour of can Way,” written by Matty Kemps 
South America with his troupe — ia Ad = — a fo 
+ , ° arolc é ams ‘ “4 ’ 

Jan. 30 from New York. He will of Mexico, is producing the pic 
open in Montevideo where he will which is a based on the Cugat biog. 
again play at that country’s car- 





near some- one dear to me, 
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ROSALIND PATTON DANNY RICARDO 


Currently 


FRANK DAILEY’S MEADOWBROOK 
DECCA RECORDS 


Last Nicht My HeartCrossep Tue O - CEAN,_. and the dream in my 


nival celebration. Following that, 
hearts were to- geth - er, in the way theywere meant to he is dated for 14econcerts in | THE WINTER SENSATION! 
— ‘Buenos Aires, four weeks in Brazil, 
o; : F RS B>1..6 - two weeks in Santiago, Chile and a 5 L b | G H 
series of one-niters over four 
s weeks in other Latin American na j D t 
, countries, ___ 
r—— For this tour, Cugat is carrying ‘ s ’ 
at $ kh ‘ _ an ne a ee —_ a show consisting of 1951's Top Noisemaker ' 
be ree it-tle words 0 e- 7 Abbe Lane, Otto Bolivar, Tato and 
, Julia, and Eddie Kozak. Cugat HULLABALOO 
will augment his 30-man band 
as te o Bb? aa with 12 violinists to be hired in MILLS MUSIC, INC. 
South America. 1619 e York 19 
_— Se -—— + + 1 — = 7 __ Upon his return to the U. S., Broadway New 
+ t £ - ; i —a—— — J | Cugat will launch a European tour | 
= — = m ——— en ee ee 
a= - 
+ oe _— — od b -_—_—_—====_anannr | 
— r b e wee ep eo en en a a ete ne a ata a a ne a tn ete” 
oman in the voice that so. well I knew, . 5", a"s'n"s"e'a° i 2 
. THE HEART TO HEART MUSIC OF . 
Bb Bbin F D>? G7 G+7 = e 
Pn: gc TRAP . * 
POs ===> | ELLIOT LAWRENCE : 
| fa > —t t i == =  eaneneee vi 
— : - a 
. aaa - ar id = 2 ia x and His Orchestra .. 
i id x # * Featuring *. 
® a 
* a 
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ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORPORATION 


JOE GLASER, Pres. 
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—EEEE a 8 ~ 3 
a. ie VARIETY Te peg 8 3 
Survey of retail disk best % 7 $| S) mis 
? =] SI : _~ [S) vo 
sellers, based on reports ob - = OlfelsinaltazalgielaiaZ 
tained from leading stores in ai: 8ic i812 e gj) Pile] s | Sia | p 
: 12 cities and showing com alelisiZié E gaio|aie = E oO 
parative sales rating for this bo (els |eleic ei Bb g | wl a] 
} and last week. >| S| 4 | SII Sl siei Sissies] a 
presenting 6/3/7/2/] TPEIE Tail L 
e » = | Qo | © ‘Ee e re 
° 9 ° tional A | = a | S | £ 21 U ss ¢. ns | = 
America’s Top Vocal Trio! sation Week Ending eee ele ole le ait ial 8 
Jon. 20 shel elLigiz/i/L)e Figle/) 
. e,/e¢/oi/“i/me@#iSisiasliegi/S/ iN 
© | — | fe ~ on | 
This Last Pisl Si Bziais eis Plelale T 
wk. Wk. _ ou _Artist, Label, Title _ _ Iivzlidisaia@ain!nlea In els lH i A | s 
PATTI PAGE (Mercury) 3 
1 1 “Tennessee Waltz”—5534........ 1 2 1 1 1 1 2 3 1 1 1 2 114 
: MARIO LANZA (Victor) —_ ; 
2 . a My Love”—10-1561A........ 2 1 2 3 6 3 #1 6 64 
a MITCHELL-M. MILLER (Col) — 
3 3 “nay Heart Cries for You”—39067. ae ae Bs 2 4 a 4 he: aa Me 5 48 
- PERRY COMO (Victor) 
. - TON . ° . 4 ‘4 ee _ 7. me oe we eS: Gee sto ae. |. oe 
‘I he AN DREW 5 SIST ERS Singing 7 PHIL HARRIS (Victor) we . . 
5 2 “The Thing”— DO-GUGGE.. os cai es A. 7 4.. aa . 6 ea sea 6 1 42 
G. MITCHELL-M. MILLER (Col) Ve 
6 17 “Roving Kind”—39067 ew BM 6 os FS 1 Dt eS Se 
P. COMO-FONTANE SIS. (Victor) 7 
4 ; a 5 “You're Just in Love’’—20-3945A ae? ae ee Bs 5 5 5 i os teats Dw ise 8 27 
rae PERRY COMO-B. HUTTON (Vic) ~ 
8 6 “Bushel and a Peck”—20-3930.... 5 .. .. Cee he a ee 4 4 20 
JIMMY WAKELY (Capitol) si” 
9 9 “My Heart Cries for You”—1328 2 ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 2 Me #ie wee 18 
GUY LOMBARDO (Decca) 
(You Really Loved Me) 10A 11 “Harbor Lights”—27208......... 5 3 14 
AMES BROS. (Coral) 
10B .. “To Think You’ve. Chosen”—60327 .. .. .. .. | ee eae ee eee 14 
*9. 105... » © fae i 
DECCA 27421 and *9-27421 RAY ANTHONY (Capitol) 
11 12 “Nev ertheless”—1 190 oe Ae eee 4 S se 13 
DON CHERRY (Decca) , 
. 9 12A 14 “Thinking of You” —27128 ee re ae ee ea. ee Se @ «24h se tien wo w << 12 
One of the Nation’s Top Vocal Quartets! BRST PISHEN Vicker) ; 
12B 10 “Thinking of You” . ee | ee ee eee Gee ee 7 <1 G ciate, x5 12 
SAMMY KAYE (Columbia) 
13. 8 “Harbor Lights’—38963......... 9 2 ae! 
~~ WEAVERS-G. JENKINS (Decca) 
14 10 “So Long"—27376......:........ 8 9 6 . 10 
RAY ANTHONY (Capitol) 
15A “Harbor Lights’—1190.......... 6 7 xa 9 
Ta» Lie PAUL (Capitol) 
ISB 13 “Little Rock Getaway”—1316 sees 6s se ce 65 6 Os a 10 6 3 tae 9 
WEAVERS (Decca) 
16A 17 “Roving Kind”—27332........... a 7 Pea eT 8 
DINAH SHORE (Victor) 
16B Ma Heart Cries for — vee So ss SNe ds Re oes 2h eee 8 
17 17 “My Beart Cries far You"—5563 ee ere: in. Ss. 64, ee ee, ae 7 
AROUND THE nonce JIMMY DOLAN (Capitol) 
18 P “Hot Rod Race’—1322 ee 7 5 ae 6 
D. REYNOLDS-C. “CARPENTER MGM) 
19A “Abba Dabba Honeymoon” —3282 | Raat Sit Oe dak V Ak bow a a sees Maas 5 
7 BING CROSBY (Decca) 
YOu DON T y AVE T0 DROP 19B “Harbor Lights”—27219....... ee eee ee ee 
GUY LOMBARDO (Decca) ‘ 
A HEART T0 BREAK IT 19G (Ct: “Petite Waltz”—27208........... on jee. SORE neo’ ed ee eee ae . eu. es 5 
Disk Best Sellers by Companies ° 
Both Vocal with Guitar r ore on 7 Earned) Mee 
0. 0 0. 
. Label Records Points | Label Records. Points 
DECCA 27400 and *9-27400 Victor ree B20 | DOGG “re ccccceccdigevdbecce.. © a 
Mercury *eeeeoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeenee 2 121 | Coral fee @e ewes ee ee eeeaeaeeeeene 1 : 1 
Columbia ee eer eeee eer eee eeeere 3 95 M-G-M ee eee eeer eee ee eeeseeee 1 5 
Pee ey 6 Ry) 5 55 | 
| 1 , 2 3 | 4 5 
A Coast-to-Coast GUYS AND DOLLS| soutH pacific | VOICE OF xTABy CALL ME MADAM| THREE LITTLE . 
F I V E T O P Broadway Cast Broadway Cast Ethel Merman WORDS 
° Decca ; Yma Sumac Decca Hollywood Cast 
, Dance Band Sensation! ALBUMS | »*2 Columbia . Megs yet 
| 9-203 MM850 apie 9-166 M-G-M53. 
. DLP-8036 ML4180 CC244 DLP-8035 E516 
ERRY GRAY and His Orchestra Playin ] | ‘an ___|to curb this operation among the ae : 
J G Y y s MPPA Starts Campaign | music teachers by an educational NEW REVIVALS 
. campaign of its own. In a letter : 
WOULD | LOVE YOU On Copy Infringements: to music dealers over the country, ‘| Don’t Mind . 
Extending its crackdown on the association is asking the local . 
copyright infringements, Music | music outlet operators to warn all Bein All Alone’ 
Publishers Protective Assn. has be- infringers that they are violating 4 
SAY IT WITH ‘YOUR KISSES gun . campaign ~ gone the — the copyright law. It’s been as- —— 
sprea practice of arranging and | sumed that many infringers- are > * * 
copying music for commercial pur- acting out of ignorance of the law Exactly Like You 
poses without authority from the in copying music for their OWR use ° 
Both FT, VC by Tommy Traynor publishers. This practice, accord- by means of hand writing or ony 4 ae 
ing to MPPA Officials, has become mechanical duplicating process. : 
DECCA 27402 and *9-27402 increasingly prevalent among mu- the violations persist, MPPA ‘will | Standards by 
ee ent and schools in the despite the warnings bring eee | Ji Hi h 
. past several months. action for an injunction and d m-"| ERR ERB Me oa 
Single Records 85c¢ each (plus tax) MPPA is currently attempting ages. F y , 5 
* Indicates 45 RPM Version . ————————————— 



































TONY FONTAINE of Mercury Records Is" 
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Gale Continues 


To Expand Agcy. 


Gale Agency has embarked on an 


expansion policy for 1951 that, 


hopes, 


America and the William 


Agency. TV, pictures and legit are 
the maior fields into which Gale is 
expanding. Heretofore, it has been 
aln t exclusively handling colored 
variety talent and bands 

Alfred Drake is the latest per 
former to sign with Gale tor eve! 
thing but the theatre, and | 
now part of a list of | es tnat 
also include Hedy Lamarr, Mad 
leine Carroll, Quentin Reynold 
Claude Dauphin, Ella Raines, Lil 
Palmer (her television show only 
Robert Siodmak, Louisa Horton 
and Luigi Pirandello Estate, Stefan 
Zweig Estate and the Damon Run 
yon Estate 

Cress Co ne torn v of W 
li \Io1 t 1OlNn¢ 
T f 

€ Hi 

( l © { 
I K \ formerly na 
1 i if NBC 
\ é ! the TV-radio de 
I nt for Gal and Robert 
Lant topping the film, legit and 
literary departments. Other agent 
I sonnel recently added by Gale 
] de Murray Nalell, cafes 
] and cocktail lounges; Bernie 


will achieve a position com- 
parable to that of Musie Corp. of 
Morris 


| 


iters at 


Golden, orchestras; Henry Guettel, 
assistant to Adams in TV-radio. 

Although Moe Gale, Tim Gale’s 
brother, maintains his headquar- 
the Gale Agency in New 
York, each outfit operates autono- 
mously. 
sonal manager, with Met 
singer Robert Merrill and Jane 
Pickens among his top clients. 

It's expected the Gale agency 
will open a Hollywood office for 
the handling of picture talent with- 
in the year. 


Spike Jones in Healthy L.A. 
Take Despite Fire Dept. 


Los Angeles, Jan. 23 
Stand at the Los Angeles Phil- 
harmonic Auditorium cost Spike 
Jones an unexpected $200 when 
the L. A. Fire Dept. moved in and 


demanded complete fireproofing of 
all curtains and backstage drapes 


After eveing first of the two one- 
nighters., Fire Dept. toppers also 
made juggler Bill King drop that 


routine in which he 
around flaming 
ed the 


portion of his 
casually tosses 


ene t es nd bann 


Moo! ! 

, or ot tne S 

Howevs J S ¢ t stand 
with a he $ I 
two nights, figure rep! 
Straight 60 cut of the gate which 
reached $8,900 for the pair of per- 
formances. Attendance topped the 
75°> mark each night. 














“PENNIES FROM 
HEAVEN’”’ 
“COQUETTE”’ 


MGM 10880, 78 RPM 
K 10880, 45 RPM 








FRANK PETTY TRIO 


PLAY 





M-G-M RECORDS 











“GOOFUS” 


“CHEEKY-CHEEKY 
HOOPLA” 


MGM 10849, 78 RPM 1 


K 10849, 45 RPM 


;wgege 











Top Songs on TV, 
(Alphabetically Listed) 


Week of Jan. 12-18 
(Based on copyrighted Au- 





Moe Gale is strictly a per- | 
Opera | 








dience Coverage Index and 
Audience Trend Index, pub- 
lished by Offie of Research, 
Inc., Dr. John G. Peatman, 
director ) 


Best Thing For You Berlin 
It’s a Lovely Day Today Berlin 
I've Never Been in Love.Morris 


La Vie En Rose Harms: 
Nevertheless Chappell 
5 Top Standards 


Robbins 
Berlin 
serlin 
Shapiro 
Robbins 


Anchors Aweigh 

I Got Sun in Morning 
Mandy 

On The Sunny Side 
Peg O’ My Heart 


MITCHELL’S TOP COIN IN 
WAKE OF DISK CLICK 





Guy Mitchell, Columbia Records 
vocalist, is the most recent per- 
former to be turned into a hot 
vaude and nitery property as a 

clicking on wax. On basis 

Col « pling of My Heart 

Ci for You and “The Roving 
Kind,” both of which are high in 
the hit lists, Mitchell is now com- 

anding from $1,000 to $1,500 a 
week for personal appearances 
Last vear, before the disk was re 
ea Mitchell worked = sporadi- 

one-third of his current 


4 
rate 
- 


\litchell’s p.a. values follows the 


pattern set t vear by Patti Page, 
who soared into the top name | 
bracket as a result of her Mercury 


side, “All My Love,” and Bill Sny- 
der, orch leader and pianist who 
launched the _ revival of “Be- 
witched” on the indie Tower label. 
Mitchell, who completed «= date at 
the Boulevard, Long Island, over 
last weekend, opened Monday (22) 
at the Copa Club, Pittsburgh, with 
bookings lined up solidly at Chub- 
by’s, Philadelphia; the Bowery, 
Detroit; Oriental theatre, Chicago; 
Hippodrome, Baltimore; and the 
Capitol, Washington, D. C. Mitchell 
is slated for a Broadway theatre 
booking this spring. 























TV-ASCAP 


Continued from page 35 











be more costly than the per pro- 
gram schedule. 

ASCAP has sent out letters 
the stations which have been oper- 
ating under the interim contract 
set a year ago, stating that talks 
with the industry committee had 
broken off and that it is sending 
out in a few days its per program 
proposals. It’s considered a fore- 
gone conclusion that, since the in- 
dustry group rejected the society’s 
demands, the individual stations 
will do likewise. 

That’s where the prospects of 


legal action enter the picture. 
After the stations receive the 
ASCAP schedules, they have 60 


days to accept or reject the pro- 
posals. If they find, as expected, 
that the rates are unacceptable, 
they may petition the N. Y. Fed- 
eral court, which has been em- 
powered under the consent decree 
to set the rates. 








Tops of the Tops 


Retail Disk Best Seller 
“Tennessee Waltz” 
Retail Sheet Best Seller 
“Tennessee Waltz” 
“Most Requested” Disk 
“Tennessee Waltz” 
Seller on Coin Machines 
“Tennessee Waltz” 
Best British Seller 
“I Taw a Puddy Tat” 





to | 
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Inside Orchestras—Music 


Edward H. Wallerstein, who exits Columbia Records as prexy Jan. 1 
to assume a consultative post with the Columbia Broadcasting System 
has left a permanent mark on the disk industry with two major devel. 
opments made under his aegis during the past decade. Ten years ago 
Wallerstein was primarily responsible for putting classical platters ‘in 

;reach of a mass audience. At that time he cut back prices in the 
longhair line from $2 a platter to $1, thus paving the way for a huge 
upswing in sales. 

More recently, Wallerstein promoted the long-playing disk into a 
dominating position in the longhair field. Wallerstein’s introduction 
of the long-play disk, with its cheaper price and higher fidelity, once 
again hypoed classical disks after the last war when sales were bog. 
ging down alarmingly. Wallerstein’s promotion of the development 
and the concomitant controversy with RCA Victor is held to be one of 
the primary reasons for the upswing of public interest in recorded 
music, 


Moveover of RCA Victor’s exec offices from 30 Rockefeller Plaza 
N. Y., to the adjoining International building is expected to be com. 
pleted by the end of Mareh. Lease of the Arthur Kudner ad agency, 
current occupants of the International building’s 32d floor, which Victor 
will take over, expires Feb. 1 and an additional six or seven weeks 
will be necessary for repartitioning the space. 

Enlarged new headquarters will permit a consolidation of the Victor 
exec staff into one building instead of the present arrangement in 
which the company is scattered over several New York and Camden, 


N. J., offices. Several key Camden execs are moving up to N. Y. 
under the new setup.. Company's recording studios will remain at 
24th street in N. Y. A plan to consolidate everything on West 24th 


couldn’t be consummated. 


In writing both the words and music for “Top Banana,” upcoming 
legit musical, Johnny Mercer is hitting a trail blazed on Broadway tl} 
season by another pop cleffer, Frank Loesser, who scored a click with 
his first words-and-music effort in “Guys and Dolls.” J. J. Robbins 
Musie will publish the score of the Mercer show which is being pro- 


duced by Paula Stone and Michael Sloane. 


Herb Hendler, co-manager of the Ralph Flanagan orch, has cleffed a 
tune, “The Magic Tree,” under the pseudonym of Charlie Snider, 
Happy Goday is publisher and Nat “King” Cole has cut it for Capitol. 





Johnny Marks 
and the stall 0 
Nt. Nicholas 
Music, Ine. 
ae “285s... 


7 Gordon V. Thompson, Ltd. 
(Canada) 


Melody Music Africa 
(South Africa) 













The Artists, Disc Jockeys, 
Band Leaders, 
Recording and 
Transcription 


Companies. 





Chappell & Co., Ltd. 


Nils-Georgs Musicforlags AB 


(Scandinavia) 


Todamerica Musica Ltda. 
(Brazil) 


Est. Musical Neuman 
(Argentine) 


lor makiné 


The 1949 TOP AMERICAN SONG -HIT 
The 1950 TOP INTERNATIONAL SONG HIT 








(I'll see you 
next fall) 














CROMWELL MUSIC, INC. 





127 000 Records* and 4 7060 Copies Sold (a Four Waeks 
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Proser’s Cafe Theatre Policy Cues 
Jurisdiction Row With AGVA, Equity s"s.28e%80 3: ous: 


American Guild of Variety Art-+4- 


ists and Equity are slated for an- 
other jurisdictional squabble over 
Monte Proser’s Cafe Theatre, N. Y. 
Equity is reported ready to move 
into the Proser operation because 
of its legit show format. However, 
AGVA claims that inasmuch as the 
proser spot will be strictly a cafe 


operation, it comes within that 
union’s purview. 

precedent, AGVA cites the 
series of tabloid legit musicals 


ch played the Strand theatre, 
Y.. under AGVA _ jurisdiction. 
Vaude union says the cafe field is 
their province, no matter what 
ne of show is given. Only simi- 
situation is the theatre-in-the- 
ound at the Edison hotel, N. Y., 
that’s primarily a legit setup 
d comes under Equity’s jurisdic- 
tion. 
the tab versions of musicals 
ich Monte Proser plans to pre- 
t at his new Cafe Theatre, N. Y., 
be located on the site of the 
defunct. Paradise, will be 
ndled similar to most legit 
ws. Deal is underway for the 
shows to tryout in Boston at the 
Latin Quarter, and possibly follow 
the Click, Philadelphia. Once 
show is installed at the New 
York spot, a duplicate company 
will be east for the road. 

Dates are now being lined up 
for the first. unit, a condensed 
version of “Billion Dollar Baby,” 
to play Lookout House, Covington, 
Kyv.; a Reno and Las Vegas spot. 
It's figured that each unit will 
get bookings of about 20 weeks. 

Proser is currently dickering 
with Julie Wilson, Jackie Gleason 
and Nancy Andrews to assume the 
leads.in “Baby.’? Opening date is 
tentatively set for March 1. 

Proser’s second cafe operation, 
to open around the same time, will 
have French singer Marjeon as its 
headliner. Proser last week went 
to Canada to gander talent. He 
signed two deals as a result. Singer 
Henri Salvador will top the second 
display. Proser is also dickering 


ye 
< 


ee 


a1 


with Celeste Holm and Jane Mor- | 


gan. 





N.Y. Roxy Sets Support 
| Biil for Danny Kaye’s Date 


Lineup for the Danny Kaye show 
at the Roxy theatre, N. Y., has been 
| completed. Kaye will begin a two- 
' week date starting Jan. 31 with 
the Martin Bros., Yma Sumac and 
the Dunhills. 

On this stand, Kaye is getting 
$25,000 plus oveerages above $100,- 
000. It’s similar to his deal at this 
house two years ago wien he re- 
ceived the same guarantee, but 
overages after $110,000. 


Chas. Yates to Book 
Hope’s Theatre Dates In 
Own Agcy., Exits Glaser 


Charles V. Yates, for the past 
five years head of the act dept. of 
Joe Glaser’s Associated Booking 
Corp., resigned this week to open 
his own agency. Parting with 
Glaser was amicable. 

Glaser is not contemplating a 
successor to Yates, his choice being 
distributed among current staff. 

Yates, several weeks ago, was 
contemplating a shift to Glaser’s 
California office, but apparently 
changed his mind in favor of 





opening his own agency. It’s be-| 
lieved he will continue to handle 


Bob Hope’s theatrical bookings. In 
addition, he’ll handle Bea Lillie’s 
dates. Current venture into the 


agency biz is Yates’ second as an | 


indie. He operated his own office 
until 1939 when he joined Con- 
solidated Radio Artists. He was 
| Subsequently with Frederick Bros. 
and then joined Glaser. 





CARSON’S HUB VAUDATE 


Jack Carson will teeoff vaude 
policy at the RKO, Keith’s, Boston, 
Jan. 31 for a week. Surrounding 
_ talent hasn’t been set yet. 


been booked for Feb. 31. 


Mindy Carson, Coy Set 
For Versailles, N. Y. 


Mindy Carson and Johnny Coy 


Carson’s first N. Y. cafe date since 
| her click at the Copacabana. She 
will continue on the NBC-TV Jack 
Haley show under Ford sponsor- 
ship. 

She’s the first U. S. headliner to 
play the Versailles in some time. 


Minnesota Fair's 


Nifty 2536 Profit 


Minneapolis, Jan. 23. 

Net operating profit of $252,796 
,;for the 1950 Minnesota State Fair 
| was the second largest in its his- 
tory, exceeded only by the 1947 
fair’s $253,481. Attendance of 
905,563 for the 10 days set an all- 
time high and receipts from space 
rentals and percentage concessions 
and attractions, totaling $195,360, 
also broke previous records. 
Despite cancellation of both after- 
noon and evening programs one 
day, the grandstand attendance of 
323.625 was surpassed only by 
1947’s 324,274. 

Construction of a new $1,200,000 
livestock coliseum will be com- 
pleted by next May. After with- 
drawal of $225,000 for construction 
of a new administration building, 
the fair still will have a balance of 
$227,464 for 1951 operations. 

Douglas K. Baldwin has been 
named the fair’s new secretary, 
succeeding Raymond A. Lee who 
resigned after 51 years association 
with the exposition, the last 21 as 
| secretary. 








| Durante’s Miami Repeat 





for a 10-day stand at Copa City, 
| Miami Beach, starting Feb. 23. Deal 
i was set last week by the William 
, Morris Agency. He’s’ getting 
$35,000 for the 10 days. 


Illinois Eyeing Lush 


Gambling Casinos 


As Nitery Adjuncts Under Court Rule 


Chicago, Jan. 23. | 

Illinois may join the ranks of 
other states with lush gambling) 
casinos in the very near future. | 
What will bring this about is the 
decision of the Illinois supreme 
court last week which ruled that 
the Illinois Liquor Commission 
could not deny a liquor permit to 





anyone who has been convicted of 


} ° 
| gambling so long as he has a local 


permit to operate. In other words, 
this leaves jurisdiction to the local 
authorities, and no matter how 
many times a casino may be raided 
as long as the local liquor license 
has been granted, the state board 
cannot revoke it. 

In the past few years more than 
2,000 saloons have had_ their 
licenses revoked for having slot 
machines, punchboards, and other 
such paraphernalia on their prem- 
ises. During the last fall in 





Receivership Vacated 
When Biller Circus 
| Offers Plan for Payoffs 


| Receiver of the Biller Bros. Cir- 
cus was vacated last week by New 
York Federal Court Justice Alfred 
Coxe, after an arrangement to pay 
creditors 100° of their indebted- 
ness over four years, was made. 
Circus had been thrown into re- 
ceivership the previous week by a 
$30,000 attachment, served _ in 
Providence, where outfit was play- 


| ing under auspices of the Knights | 


of Columbus. 


| It’s reported that the Providence 
| receivers were glad to get from 


Jimmy Durante has been signed | under the mess because of the} 


problem of feeding the show’s 
livestock including elephants. It 
was felt that the pachyderms 
would eat up all assets of the cir- 
|cus. After receivership was va- 


the clubs using talent to any 
degree, outside of Rockford, Ill., 
there has been no apparent gam- 
bling; but the heat was blamed 
more on the activities of the 
Kefauver committee than on these 
of Illinois investigating bodies. 

Likely to reopen shop, and large 
act users, are the bistros in East St. 
Louis, right across the river from 
St. Louis, Mo., and some of the 
larger casinos near Springfield, al- 
though the governor frowns on 
activities so near the state capitol. 
Tri-City, near the northwest 
border will go wide open, especially 
with the influx of war manufac- 
turing money. 

While Chicago remains under 
wraps under orders of Martin 
Kennelly, mayor; John Babb, new- 
ly elected sheriff of Cook County, 
has also campaigned against gam- 
bling. Calumet City has been more 
or less wide open with betting par- 


|lors, which are adjuncts to many 


of the strip shows, but will possi- 
bly go all-out now. 

Since the Federal government 
takes no action, Illinois might take 
some of the play away from 
Nevada, except that divorce laws 
are not as liberal in the midwest 
state, which has helped the casinos 
heavily in the western state. If 
Illinois goes heavily for name 
shows it might be that some of the 
owners of Las Vegas and Reno 
spots might find competition in 
bidding for name _ stars and it 
might also bring an infiux of out- 
siders opening or taking over clubs 
,in Illinois. 





Red Ingles Set for England 


London, Jan. 16. 


Red Ingles and His Frantic Four 
_have been booked by Lew and Les- 
|lie Grade for an eight-week tour 
of England. Act will be presented 
in vaudeville unit by Bernard Del- 
font, opening at the Empire, Glas- 


| 


| It’s Durante’s second date this | cated upon request of Billers’ at- | %0w, for Moss Empires March 5. 


| season at that spot. 


| Year’s Eve holiday. 


He headlined | torney Alfred S. Juliany show de-| 
Louis Jordan band and unit has | there for four days over the New| parted for its winter quarters in| the London Palladium for at least 


| South Carolina. 


Understood Ingles is skedded for 


{two weeks in May. 
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Currently Starring 
for Val Parnell’s 
“Babes in the Wood” 
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JIMMY JEWEL ‘> BEN WARRISS 


Resid 


WISH ALL OUR FRIENDS IN AMERICAN SHOW BUSINESS 


A VERY HAPPY NEW YEAR 


Hope to be seeing you all again before long—specially Ole Olsen and Chick 
Johnson (hope you are feeling better Ole), and our friends Ken and Doris Later. 


Regards to all at the Morris Office. 
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Night Clu 


Persian Room, N. Y. 

Yvette, Herb Shriner, Dick La- 
Satle’s Orch, Mark Monte’s Con- 
tinentals; $2 and $2.50 cover after 
9:30. 


For some years there has been 


the feeling. “that one day soon” 
H rb Shriner would blossom forth 
into the great hit that has been 
predicted of him. The young 
monologist has seemed on _ the 


verge of exploring the heights 
many times—but, somehow, at 
critical moments he has seemed to 
lapse into a state of moribund un- 
certainty 


Shriner at the Persian Room 


Is 
not appearing at his best His 
material, for one, is not out of his 
top-drawer, in some cases, and he 


must give his delivery a little more 
definition. He has a habit of look- 
ing at the floor during his mono- 
loz, and certainly termites are 
never an actor's best audience. On 
opening night he had an audience 


that was inclined to be receptive 
to his work, but too often he lost 
their interest by over-talking his 





FAVORITE! 


More 





Baltimore 
TV viewers than 
any competing 
program last 
month* 


*Videodex report. 


MILBOURNE 
CHRISTOPHER’S 


“MAGIC BY CHRISTOPHER” 
20th Week, WAAM 





Sponsored by 
Schreiber Bros. 




















CREATIVE COMEDY 


The Author of “Comedy Routines and 
Burlesque” writes to order, for your 
exciusive use, sure-fire Comedy Acts. 
Sample Act and Particulars FREE. 


A. GUY VISK 
Enterprises 
Troy, 


Triting 


Wr 
12 Liberty Street Mm. Fs 


b Reviews 


material or failing to punch just 
a little more. Of course, with 
Shriner's style of simplicity there 
can't be an overstatement to his 
delivery. But in a cafe more than 
a theatre, an act must work a little 


faster to keep audience attention. | 


Yvette, the show’s only other 
act. is making her first cafe ap- 
pearance in New York in some 
véars. She has some_ well-writ- 
ten special material incorporated 
among her pops, and she manages 
to sell them well Some of her 
routining and choices of material 
could be better, namely on “Some 


Enchanted Evening.” It's not a 
No. 2 number for her: it’s a spot 
in which anv singer has to sock 
home strongly with a carefully 
selected piece of material, and 
“Evening” is pretty much a shop- 
worn baritone deal by this time. 
Her convention song (‘Hotels Are 
Smarter Than People’) has a clever 
lyric that she sells nea.ly along 
with the rhythmic medley from 
“Guys and Dolls” and the smartly 
Ivriced “Movie House on Park 
Avenue.” 

“La Vie En Rose” is her lone 
concession (very good’ to her for- 
mel Frenchy emphasis while 
“Love Those Old Records” (vocal 


imitations ot Caruso, Harry Lauder 
and George M. Cohan) is a cute 
bowoff in idea though not so in 
the actual playing. Yvette must 
stretch it a bit to suggest Caruso 
singing “Pagliacci” which she 
does too straight, instead of 
ging it) and she could skip those 
Cohaniana gestures. Yvette has 
considerable showmanship and an 
innate warmth and charm. that 
projects easily to the ringsiders. 
Dick LaSalle’s orech and Mark 
Monte’s Continentals handle the 
dance rhythms neatly. Kahn. 


gfae- 


Hildegarde Paciod For 


Georgian Room, Seattle 


Seattle, Jan. 23. 

Hildegarde is set for week’s stand 
at the Georgian Room of the Olym- 
pic hotel here, starting Feb. 19. 
Chanteuse will do only one show 
opening night; likewise on closing 
night, which is a Sunday, when 
Georgian Room is cusiomarily dark. 
Hotel is also upping cover charge 








to $2.50. 
































My sincere thanks to 
Harry Maver of the N. Y. 
Strand Theatre,- Milton 
Lyon, my personal man- 
aziz, William Morris 
A-ency, Bill Russell, my ac- 
C>*anist and arranger 
a my publicists Kaye- 
Il.:t Associates for their 
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‘Copa City. Miami Beach 
Miami Beach, Jan. 20. 
Sophie Tucker with Ted Shapiro, 


Billy Daniels with Benny Payne, 
Gene Baylos, Paul Steffen Dancers 
(5), Arden-Fletcher Line (14), 
David. Tyler Orch, Don Ostro 
Orch: minimums $3.50-$6. 
Following the smash run_ of 


Josephine Baker would be a tough 
job for most of the top performers 
around today, but the combo of 
Sophie Tucker with Billy Daniels 
as the added attraction, is produc- 
ing the same sock results. 

For La Tucker packing the 
place with her considerable follow- 
ing hereabouts and with the added 


Is 


fillip of a new face in Daniels the 
big spot is set for profitable re- 
turns 

Dazzlingly costumed, the peren- 
nial Miss Tucker comes back with 
new songs that spark applause 
from walkon. In a difficult spot, 
following hefty reception of Dan- 
iels, she whams all the way. From 


her opening lIvric on her return, 
in which Ted Shapiro, her ac- 
companist-straight man __ partici- 


pates in adept 
howler on a 
Finkelbaum, 
Jubilee” 


fashion, through a 
gentleman named 
into “On My Golden 
limning her years in show 


biz and the upcoming 50th anni, 
she seques into a series of im- 
preshes of Richman, Cantor, Joe 
E. Lewis and Ted Lewis, Durante 
and a reprise of “Some of These 
Days.” It brings tumultuous ap- 
plause. New lyric-advice to the 
femmes on how to handle _ hus- 


bands. and the topper, a followup 
on “Yiddshe Momma” titled “My 
Mother's Sabbath Candles” makes 
for solid beg-off 

Daniels, in his slot. is also a po- 
tent wrapper-upper. His distinctive 
delivery and invaluable assist from 
pianist Benny Payne keep them 
pounding. Runs the gamut of the 
pops he’s been identified with, 
along with new stuff that includes 
“Summertime,” “Marrying For 


Love” from “Call Me Madam,” “I 
Never Knew” with Payne joining 


in the harmony, then a medley of 
“Very Thought Of You,” “Too 
Marvelous” and “Hadn't Anyone 
‘Til You” with Payne again adding 
potency. Comes back for “I’ve Got 


You Under My Skin” and the de- 
manded “Black Magic.” 

Rest of show is okay Gene 
Baylos is in for two weeks until 
Joe E. Lewis joins the combo. 


Purveys the same act he’s done at 
other (and smaller) spots around 
town to geod effect. It’s a mixture 
of familiar routines with a dash 
of newness that keeps ‘em happy. 
Offs to solid hand. Paul Steffen’s 
group are effective in their seg- 
ment with their dead-panned mod- 
ern dance ideas for hearty returns. 
Arden-Fletcher productions are 
held over to balance the solo spots, 
and do it in top style. David Tyler’s 
orch provides neat backgrounding. 
Lary: 


Mayilower Lounge. D.C. 
(MAYFLOWER HOTEL) 
Washington, Jan. 17. 
Ann Crowley, Bob Grant Orch 
, (6); cover $1 weekdays, $1.50 Sat- 
urdays. 


| Ann Crowley, petite, young 


musicomedy singer, is doing a four-. 


week stand at the Mayflower 
Lounge, her second within a year 
at this spot. She flashes a nice 
personality, a lot of charm and 
youth and pleasant set of pipgs 
generally geared to the soft and 
sweet tunes. 

One weakness comes to the sur- 
face now and then, her inexper- 
ience at dealing with the oceasional 
noisy table and drunks who fre- 


quent night spots. She merely 
keeps on singing, without quite 


knowing how to handle the inter- 
ference even when it becomes an- 
noying to the audience and a dis- 
turbing element in the perform- 
_ance. Despite this, however, audi- 
ence liked her at show caught and 
sent her off to prolonged applause. 

Her first group of songs — 
“Lovely Day,” “It’s a Great Big 
World” and “September Song” — 
are her weakest, for she stays glued 
to the mike and fails to make any 
kind of intimate pitch to the ring- 
side audience. The act picks up 
substantially as she swings into a 
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second group which she calls 


“Songs of 20 Years Ago.” Included | 
“Do You Re-/| 


are “Tea for Two,” 
member.” an_ imitation of Pat 
Rooney doing “Rosie O'Grady” and 
a snappy “Charleston.” In_ this 
portion of the turn, Miss Crowley 
uses a hat and cane, works away 
from the mike, does occasional 


| Patricia, 


dance steps and generally shows | 


considerably more showmanship, 


playing directly to her audience. | 


The result is a sharp improvement 
and much better attention from the 
payees. 

The final group of songs include, 
“Mr. Right,” “Spanish Serenade;” 
an old Irish tune, “Tread on the 
Tail of Your Coat;” and “Smilin’ 
With My Baby By and By.” The 
entire group goes over well, espe- 
cially the Irish song, whose lines 
“Mush, Mush, to the Lady” had 
one sentimental drunk in the au- 
dience almost in tears as he joined 
in the chorus and assured all and 
sundry he’d never heard it sung in 
a nightclub before. There is a fine 
opportunity to invite audience 
participation in this chorus, and 
perhaps Miss Crowley will do so 
when she has more nitery expe- 
rience. Lowe. 


Havana Madrid. N. Y. 

Steve Murray, Tony Bari, Nana 
Ramon, Trini & Manola, Louw Mar 
tin Orch, Carlos Varela Orch; $3.50 
minimum. 

Current show falls below the 
customary good level of entertain- 
ment maintained at this Broadway 
spot. One of the troubles with this 


layout is that its replacing the 
usual chile flavor with some 
borscht stains, and an_ interior 


grade of borscht to boot. 
Steve Murray, headlining comic 


and emcee, sets the tone for the | 
show. Murray has the advantage 


of being a vet comic with a con- 
fident delivery. But his material is 
less than second-rate. His songs 
are stale and his gags are saturated 
with vulgarity. Many of his lines 
are way off base and his closing 
bit, in which he does a takeoff on 
the Somerset Maugham play, 
“Rain,” is just crude burlesque. 
Murray also clowns with a violin 
briefly and effectively and should 
develop this part of his routine 
into something more important. 


Nana Ramon is a good-looking 
songstress with a fair sets of pipes. 
She specializes in risque numbers 
which she sells with body and 
facial maneuvers for a fair impact. 
She also works with Murray in the 


“Rain” sketch with her chief 
chores being some bumps and 
grinds. 


Tony Bari scores solidly with his 
powerful tenor. Bari, however, 
tends to oversell his numbers with 
a tearful delivery and corny ges- 
tures. He pours the schmaltz on 
too heavily particularly in a num- 
ber like “Just Say I Love You,” 
which he also sings in Italian. 
Trini and Manola are more in the 
usual Havana Madrid pattern with 
a good flamenco dancing routine. 
Team works’ energetically and 
colorfully for a good reception. 

Lou Martin orch backgrounds 
the show in okay style, alternating 


with the Carlos Varela rhumba 
combo for the dansapation 
rhythms. Herm. 


Copacabana, N. Y. 

Frankie Laine (with Carl 
Fischer), Betty & Jane Kean 
Copsey & Ayres (3), Harrison & 
Sonny Calello, Regina 
Price, Michael Durso Orch, Fer. 
nando Alvares’ Latin Band; $3.50 
minimum, 





The Copa is hardly the place 
where one would be likely to find 
Frankie Laine—nor the coterie 
that one ordinarily associates with 
him. But here he is, belting away 
with those novelty rhythm = and 
ballad numbers with which he’s 
become so closely identified, and 
probably gaining for himself a 
flock of new followers, the spend- 
ing kind for a change. 

At the Copa, of course, there are 


plenty of customers whom Laine 
is cultivating tor the first time: 
this isn’t like the Paramount the- 


atre on Broadway, where the kids 
flood the pews, at matinee prices 
no less. There aren’t many of these 
with the price to applaud him at 
the Copa, which may well be tak- 
ing a chance with Laine from a 
(Continued on page 46) 
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Smash Debut! 


—Shamrock Hotel 


VARIETY— 

. a rich, full-bodied bari- 
tone that reaches to the far 
corners of the big room, a 
repertoire of pop and _ light 
opera tunes admirably suited to 
this voice, new and smartly 
styled arrangements. 

Obviously, Carroll has been 
devoting much time to vocal 


studies, developing near-operat- 
ic tonal qualities and a way for 
lilting ballads.” 

Frac. 


GEORGE CHRISTIAN 


—Houston Post 


Carroll made his first 


bow as a professional singer 


“John 
at 
the Shamrock and unwrapped a 
potent baritone voice that leaves 
first-nighter curious as to 
why this young man hasn't been 
heard from before 

He has a rich full-bodied tone 
that filled the Shamrock room 
to the last crevice ... He is ad- 
mirably equipped to enter the 
musical comedy or _ operetta 
field.” 


this 


CHARLIE EVANS 


—Houston Chronicle 


“It’s seldom that Houston en- 
tertainment seekers are treated 
to two consecutive knockout 
performances at the same spot 


. . First it was the incom- 
parable Sophie Tucker .. . and 
now comes John Carroll in a 


singing role that’s sure to take 
the town by storm... 

When Carroll made his pro- 
fessional singing debut in the 
Shamrock Room, the near-ca- 
pacity crowd gave him a long 
and loud ovation that sent him 
off on what is certain to be an 
outstanding career in his new 
entertainment field. And were 
it not for the fact that Carroll 
followed Miss Tucker at the 
Shamrock, we believe he would 
have gained the ‘best entertain- 
ment’ title during the past 12 
months at the hotel.” 


BILL ROBERTS 


—Houston Press 


“Baritone John Carroll a solid 
success on his debut at the 
Shamrock. He’s a charming 


‘ellow with a real voice.”’ 

















Copacabana, N. Y. 


business standpoint, considering 
wherein his major following lies. 

But Laine’s performance is 
something else again. He corns up 
his songology aplenty, but there is 
no denying the results. He’s effec- 


tive in a well-varied routine of 
eight or 10 numbers, and there's 
no doubt that he’s unique in his 


manner of selling that husky vocal 
quality. 
Attired in sky-blue dinner jacket, 


Laine opens with the special-ma- 
terial “So This is the Copa,” then 
heats it up with “That’s My De- 
sire,” his standby “Wild Goose,” 

<iss for Tomorrow” (with a bow 


to Carl Fischer, his piano accomp, 
as the composer), a beguine, then 


“Lucky Old Sun” (another of his 
recording hits), followed by still 
another of his recordings socks, 
“Mule Train.” “Shine” and “May 
the Good Lord Bless and Keep 
You” finish it off. All of it done 


in good taste. He had trouble get- 
ting away opening night 

Also new to the bill, with the 
entire production layout holding 
over, are Betty and Jane Kean, 
along with Copsey and Ayres. 

The Kean sisters, vaude vets who 
will be recalled as a team years 
ago, recently got together again. 
They have been working their 
separate ways for many years, and 
while their reteaming is not ex- 
actly socko all the way, their 
know-how is apparent from the 
moment they step on the floor. 
When the laughs don't come that’s 
the danger point at which many 
comics will fold, but that’s 
where the Keans’ experience comes 
in handy. They never stop punch- 


ing with mostly so-so material, 
and before they get off they've 
achieved a_ respectable quota 


of laughs with comedics _ that 
find Betty the fulcrum for the 
zanyisms, with Jane the cute-look- 
ing foil. Betty is a broadly visual 
comic who reveals some of her 
former dancing skill in tap- 
stering snatches, while Jane 
turns a neat lyric and has a few 
click imitations (with her Lolly 
Parsons a pip, particularly} 


Copsey and Ayres are repeaters 
here, with the original Avres gal 


returning to make the act a three- 
some. The male and two girls are 
doing the standard East Indian 
interpretative dancing: and_ it 
goes over. Costuming of the act is 
especially clicko. 

Harrison and Patricia are an 
exuberant dance team in the pro- 
duction numbers, and ditto Sonny 
Calello and Regina Price, produc- 
tion singers. 

The Billy Livingston costumes, 
as usual, show excellent taste and 
imagination. The Copa line, how- 
ever could stand a little closer 
inspection; the beauty standards of 
the girls. in most cases, are far 
from what they used to be. They're 
certainly not there for their danc- 
ing ability. Kahn. 


Chez Paree. Chi 
Chicago, Jan. 19. 
Luba Malina, Noonan & Marshall. 
Adam & Jayne Di Gatano, Rich 
France & Lucielle Bartos, Stan 
Grover, Chez Adorables (10), Cee 
Davidson Orch (10), Pancho Band 


(4); minimum $3.50, cover $1. 
While this show has two rela- 
tive unknowns to the Chicago 


cafe scene—Luba Malina was here 
eight years ago—it registers as the 
best show that the management 
has come up with since Danny 
Thomas’ run several months ago. 
It’s even a better balanced bill 
than that show; the only thing that 
mars it is the holdover of the 
production numbers from previous 
revue. Although thev are both 
good, aided by the splendid terp- 
ing of Rich France and Lucielle 
Bartos, for the repeat customers 
they’re oldhat. 

Miss Malina, lush brunet, has a 
difficult task in following Noonan 


and Marshall’s hefty reception, 
but after she gets through her 
intro song, parody on “Bake A 
Cake,” which is somewhat ram- 
bling, she socks one special ma- 


terial number after another across 
in boff fashion. A consummate 
actress, she handles her Eli Bass 
material adroitly, shaping it to fit 
local situations. There’s an occa- 
sional blue tinge, but it’s more from 
“estures than the lyrics. Her sharp- 
est bit is an hilarious takeoff of 
“Ghost Riders in the Sky” and her 
show biz routine woven around her 
trials with “Bublichki” has some 
barbs at nitery liife. For neat closer 
she does a clever etching of a 
stripper, somewhat aged but good 
to the last grind. 

Noonan & Marshall have wisely 
cut much of the material tht 
might prompt comparisons with 
Martin ard Lewis, who their atc»! 
formerly handled. In contrast lads 


Night Club Reviews 


Continued from page 44 








seme aaron 


se senna aca 


show a great potential, lacking only 
some strong bits similar to the 
closing video chef routine to put 
them in the top comedy brackets. 
They have the pacing, are develop- 
ing the feel of the bistro customers, 
and what’s more important are de- 
livering clean material. 

Noonan, who somehow reminds 
of Harry Langdon, carries the com- 
edy load. He also borrows some 
panto tricks from the late silent 
film star, although he works his 
mugging artfully. Marshall, hand- 
some singer, works well as straight 
man and gets a good hand in sev- 
eral song sessions. He tees with 
‘Old Man River” with his partner 
coming on to heckle. Then swings 
“Five Foot Two.” and “Embrace 
Me” which has the crowd guffaw- 
ing at the asides of Noonan, ala 
“Desire Under the Elms.” 

Marshall. with handmike then 
wanders around the tables, with 
Noonan racing him to a seat. as 
singer interviews the “patrons” of 
the club. Carbons of the pic stars 





might be dropped for more the 
tvpes, such as cabdrivers and hill- 
billies. that are cabareting. Chil- 


dren program killer is rib-tickling 
and gives full play to Noonan’s 
mugging and pantomime. Shorty 
on the types of singers trying to 
get into teevee is also amusing. 
Finale is a switch on “guzzler gin” 
bit with Noonan working as the 


foreign chef tasting all the liquor 
ingredients until stewed. 

Javne and Adam Di Gatano 
work niftily as opening act, giving 
their ballroom terping a seemingly 


almost effortless touch. Their 
“Jeanie With the Light Brown 
Hair.’ done with piano backing, 


is effective, quieting the clattering 
dinner audience. With a more 
sprightly offering dancers get off 
some fine spins and twirls. How- 
ever, applause is heaviest for 
spectacular shoulder spin while 
Adam twirls furiously across the 
floor. 
Cee batons a diffitult 
score fashion and for the 
dance The latest rhumba 
group, which seems to change with 
the shows, is Pancho, who does 
well on Latin tunes. Stan Grover, 
emcee and production § singer, 
good hand. Zabe, 


Clover Club. Miami 
(FOLLOWUP) 
Miami, Jan. 21. 
Return of Jackie Miles to this 
mainland nitery, after an absence 
of two seasons, is a worthy addi- 
tion to the all-comedy Vagabonds- 


Davidson 
in solid 


sets. 


a 
o 


els a 


Rose Marie show. His turn, after 
the more boisterous and_ broad 
comedy ideas of Rose Marie in 
her song session, and the Vaga- 


bonds with their clowning instru- 
mental-vocal ideas, adds a com- 
pletely different phase of laugh- 
making for sock effect. 

What adds to Miles impact is 
addition of new stories which en- 
tail the bewildered and plaintive 
little dialect type he portrays so 
eilectively. Winds and clicks with 
his standard racetrack bettor bit 
and a plaint on the effect of video 
and radio on his home life. 

New also is the Johnny Conrad 
dance group. Attractive line trames 
Conrad’s able tap work in which 
he features the modern slide-spin 
ideas. Knocks off a solo for zingy 
elfect. Rose Marie and the Vaga- 
bonds, with their acts interweav- 
ing, continue earning plaudits and 
yocks from the tableholders. They 
practically go with the lease by 
now, and rate the holdover. 

Lary. 


Bagatelle. London 
London, Jan, 18. 
Sonia Cortis, Arnold Bailey 
Orch, Edmundo Ros Orch; mini- 
ewe $4.25. ' 


The opening of Sonia Cortis at 
the Bagatelle was delayed two 
nights because of illness. When 
she bowed on Wed. (17) she was 
not completely recovered and a 
throat infection restricted scope of 
her performance. 

Despite the handicap, she put 
on an impressive show. Billed as 
the “Golden Greek" she approp- 
riately had an attractive semi- 
classical Greek song as her opener, 


and then showed versatility by 
sinving subsequent numbers in 
Enlish, French and Spanish. 


Following the customary policy 
fir this cafe, Miss Cortis gives 
two shows a night, each running 


slightly under half-an-hour. She 
doesn’t quite succeed in getting 
the correct balaree between the 


‘wo shows, most of the heavy tunes 
being in the first, and the lighter 
numbers for the later perform- 
anes. 


Chanteuse registers with the 
cvstomers and her voice carries 
clearly without a mike. One of 


the most effective of her dozen 





‘songs is the Edith Piaf number, 
(The 


“Les Yeux de ma Mere” 
Eyes of My Mother) popularized 
here by Les Compagnons de la 
Chanson. She also clicks with a 
|Jerome Kern medley and a more 
‘sombre tune, “At Your Command.” 
Production by Henry Caldwell, 
TV producer, with subtle lighting 
effects, gave the show a profession- 
al lift. Arnold Bailey Swingtette 
provides neat backgrounding, and 
the Edmundo Ros combo contribs 
Latin music for dancing. Myro, 





Maisonette, N. Y. 
(HOTEL ST. REGIS) 
Julie Wilson (with Lester Cros- 
ley), Milt Shaw’s Orch: $1.50-$2.50 
cover .after 10. 


Julie Wilson remains an object 
lesson in cafe presentation—and 
that goes all the way from groom- 
ing, gowning and material. There 
isn’t a trick that’s missed, and the 
results show it. 

It’s all special material that she 
does, with not a single concession 
to those who might require a pop 
or a standard. And all of it sold 
to the hilt. It’s a far ery from the 
big-eyed babe who, several years 
ago, was tossing off a lyrie as a 
Copacabana production singer. 

Miss Wilson does half a dozen 
numbers that are certainly not for 
the shock-easies. The difference 
with her material is that it is more 
clever than blue. Which is what 
gives her the edge with the flock 
of singers around today who have 
little more than material that’s 
overly suggestive—and overly sold. 

The opener is “Most Gentlemen 
Don't Like Love,” a bouncey, ap- 
propriate rhythm tune; “Sadie 
Green,” about a New Orleans gal, 
follows effectively, while the re- 
mainder of her stuff includes 
“Everybody Needs a Daddy” (cute, 
clever blues), “Look Younger, Live 
Longer” (takeoff on  Gayelord 
Hauser’s diet book) and “Give Me 
an American Man.” 

Lester Crosley is at the piano 
for Miss Wilson. Milt Shaw’s orch 
does a neat job for the dancing. 

Kahn. 


Thunderbird, Las Vegas 


Las Vegas, Jan. 13. 
Weavers (4), Sonny Howard, Git 


Johnson, Kathryn uffy Dansa- 
tions (8), Barney Rawlings 
Normandie Boys (3), Al Jahne 


Orch (11); no cover, no minimum, 








The Weavers, who made rapid 
rise in past few months riding dis. 
| click, “Goodnight Irene,” have put 
together an effective folksong act 
Which could settle into solid nitery 
|fare when four achieve more rap. 
port with audiences. They are at- 
tempting to sell pure stuff sang 
hokum—a tough assignment anvy- 
| where—and especially in this town 
which seems to go for flash presen. 
tation. Sophisticates should latch 
| on to their ballads, blues and talk- 
ing songs. 

Quartet uncorks “Irene” near 
top, embellished with a few com- 
, mercial touches, after opening hoe- 


(Continued on page 48) 
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HARBERS and DALE 
SHOREHAM HOTEL 


Washington, D. C. 
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Cavalcade of Bands 
T. V., JANUARY 30 





























| BOB 


HANNON 


THE CASINO 


Career Direction: 
PAUL KAPP 





THE BAKER — 
THE HOLLENDEN — Cleveland 


Having Just Concluded a 
HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL RETURN ENGAGEMENT AT 


THE ROOSEVELT — New Orleans 


at ke ke ok 
To Be Released February 1: 
A Great DECCA Record of Two Great Songs 


[© SUSANNA (Dust Off That Old Piano) 
| SAM, The Old Accordion Man 


JOHNNY 


~ RYAN 











BOOKED TO APPEAR SOON AT 
THE BROWN — Louisville 


Dallas 








— Toronto 


National Representatives: 
GENERAL ARTISTS 
CORPORATION 
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SIBYL BOWAN 


ORIENTAL, JANUARY 25th 
Rep.: MILES INGALLS—JOE FLAUM 
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Beverly Country Club 
Records Seized By 
Kefauver Com. Agents 


New Orleans, Jan. 23. 


GOSPEL SINGER’S UNIT 
SET FOR 70 ONE-NITERS 


One-nighter tours of gospel sing- 
ers are proving lucrative. Negro) 
hymnsters are still finding a bonan- | 


Vic Damone’s Vauders 

Vic Damone has been set for two 
weeks of vaudates. Singer will play 
the Capitol theatre, Washington, 
March 8, and the State, Cleveland, 
March 16, 

Other dates are being lined up 


Books, ledgers and accounts of 24 market in the south, midwest | for him. 


the lush Beverly Country Club, | 
suburban nitery, were seized by | 
four agents of the Kefauver com- 
mittee Thursday (18), 

Agent Ralph Mills said he asked 
Phil Kastel, one of the owners of | 
the club, for the records and Kas- | 


tel turned them over. Mills said 
Kastel promised his “full co-opera- 
tion. 

lills and other Kefauver investi- 
gators here refused to disclose 
whether there were any large gam- 
bling debts indicated in the books. 
The spot, located in adjoining Jef- 
ferson Parish, operates a gaming 
casino in connection with the din- 
ing room which features topflight 
acts. Current headliner is Joe E. | 
Lewis. 




















Now In New York on short vacation 
desires to contact PROMOTER to road- 
show him through smaller towns, any 
section U. S$. GOLDIN is expert SHOW- 
MAN, does entire show alone, no 
stooges. Just completed nine months 
in treland. Terrific success. Big money- 
maker for go-getter who knows terri- 
tory. No risk; 50-50 basis. 


WRITE: 


PAUL GOLDIN 
PARAMOUNT HOTEL 
W. 46th Street, New York || 


Permanent Address: 
35, Edgwarebury Lane 
Edgware, Middlesex, England 

















COMEDY MATERIAL 
For aa Branches of Theatricals 
ciasows FUN-MASTER 
‘THE ORIGINAL SHOW BIZ GAG FILE” 
e Nos. 1 thru 35 @ $1.00 each ei. 


|$50,000 for “unlawfully” display- 
|ing her picture in front of that 


| Will Rogers, by Clarence Allen of | 
|Tulsa, Okla., was unveiled at the 


and west. One of the longest tours 
has been set for Marie Knight by 
the Taps Agency, comprising 70 
dates in territories which takes her 
from St. Louis to Florida, Texas 
and then through the west. She’s 
set until April 8, after which she'll 
work her way east. 

Miss Knight, who’s booked on a 
guarantee and percentage basis, 
will have a company including 
Dolly Lewis, Vivian Cooper, Earl 
Taylor and the Nightingale Quar- 
tet. 








Dancer Suing G.V. Nitery 
For ‘Unlawful’ Billing | 


Linda Laun, dancer, has filed 
suit against Tony Pastor’s Green- 
wich Village, N. Y., nitery, for 


cafe. Miss Laun claims she never 
worked there, and that the unwar- 
ranted display impaired her earn- 
ing power. 

Everett B. Birch, Miss Laun’s 
attorney, filed the action under the | 
N. Y. Civil Rights Law, claiming 
that the unauthorized use of her | 
pictures is a violation of that law. 


Carroll’s, H’wood, Relights 
With Lou Walters’ Unit 


Hollywood, Jan. 23. 


Ear! Carroll’s theatre-restaurant, 
purchased late last year by Texas 
oil and hotelman Frank G. Ho- 
fues, will reopen Feb. 20 with unit 
packaged by Lou Walters of N. Y. 
Latin Quarter as first attraction. 

Hofues, who originally planned 
only to act as landlord, leasing 
property to interested television 
producers by day and for a nitery 
after dark, will run spot himself, 
retaining the Carroll name as per- 
mitted under terms of purchase 
deal. Spot will open for lunch, re- 
maining open until 2 a.m. | 








Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway | 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., Jan. 23. | 


A life-size portrait of the late | 





Variety Clubs- Will Rogers Me- | 
morial hospital with special cere- | 
monies by the executives of the | 
Variety Clubs Fund. 


| service. 





Sheraton Chain Averts Strike 
By New Pact With Can. Tooters 


Montreal, Jan. 23. | Sheraton hestel in Montreal that 
With an 11th hour agreement would’ve been affected. 





Tce Capades’ Hits 
70 in New Haven 


New Haven, Jan. 23. 

“Ice Capades,” in for its annual 
stand at the Arena, had a profit- 
able run in a_ nine-performance 
stopover (15-21). Playing at a 
$3.60 top, show grossed an esti- 
mated $70,000, which represented 
a boost over a year ago. 

Troupe has experienced minor 
loss of personnel via Armed Forces 
If this factor becomes a 
major issue, it will mean an even- 
tual all-femme ballet group. 





Good Advance In D.C, 
Washington, Jan. 23. 

“Ice Capades” opened for a two- 
week stand at Uline’s Arena last 
night, with indications that it would 
beat last year’s record-breaking 
D.C. grosses. 

Advance sale for the show was 
$3,000 ahead of the preceding year 
and the January, 1950, engagement 
was a virtually complete sellout 
after the first couple of nights. 
Company spokesmen report that 
business has bettered the year be- 
fore at almost every booking on 
the season’s tour thus far. 





Detroit Nitery Operator 
Held on Burglary Rap 


Detroit, Jan. 23. 


John Degutis, 41, owner of the 
Bowery nitery, is on trial in Cir- 
cuit Court in Pontiac, Mich., on 


|charges of breaking and entering. | 


He is charged with participating in 
the burglary of the Baldwin Bev- 
erage Co. in Pontiac on Dec. 11, 
1949. 

Chief Assistant Prosecutor Fred 
C. Ziem said three known safe 
crackers would testify that Degutis 
accompanied them. Defense At- 
torney L. Harvey Lodge said he 
would call seven police officers to 


| testify Degutis was in the Ham- 


tramck police station reporting his 


ear stolen at the time of the bur- | 


glary. 





id in Sequen 


ALL 35 FILES FOR ONLY $25 


@ 3 Bks. Ogee book $16 @ 

@ MINSTREL BUDGET ...... $25 @ 

e 4 BLACKOUT BKS., ea. bk $25 @ 

HOW TO MASTER THE CEREMONIES 
(reissue), $2.00 

GIANT CLASSIFIED ENCYCLOPEDIA 





(So Only) | 
SPECIAL—FIRST 13 FILES FOR $10 || 


| 
Among Variety hospital patients | Sally Rand Sued by Car ny 
/who held recent birthday bedside 
parties are Virginia Strum, Johnny 
‘(IATSE) Nolan, William Patrick, Chicago, Jan. 23. 
‘Bob Coffey and Lawrence (IATSE) Sally Rand was sued for $2,000,- 


Garber. Each was gifted with a. : 
‘large birthday cake by the hospital | 000 in Chi federal district court 


Operator for Air Slander 








200 W. 54 St.. New York 19 Dept. V 
Circle 7-1136 


ROY DOUGLAS 


“The Double Headed Wit” 
ASSISTED BY 


VICKIE 
LEE 


-gagement to Dorothy Grenville. | 
‘Knot will be tied in the spring. 
| Irving Smith, cameraman, and | 
} tone ‘N Skidmore, of Fox Movie- | 

















tone News, in taking shots of gang | 
in action for the Variety Clubs 
fund drive. , 

Annual Sweetheart Hop spon-| 
sored by the Teen Canteen and | 
Women’s College Club has named 
Mrs. William ‘‘Mother” 
honorary chairman, with proceeds | 
going to Canteen and Women’s Col- | 
‘lege Scholarship fund. 

The David Romaniks back to} 




















|last week by Al Wagner, head of 
staan OC OD'S vere a t “Slim” Glenn passing | the Cavalcade of Amusement car- 
TH | orrest m enn Pp pen y 
PAULA SMI out stogies and announcing en- | 


Complaint alleges that Miss Rand 


| stated on a recent radio program 


that Wagner owed her $23,000 in 
back wages. He claims that such 
remarks have injured his reputa- 
tion and, in addition, denies owing 


'the money. 


National Broadcasting Co. is also 
a party to the suit as carny owner 


Morris | Claims NBC should have monitored | of 


the remarks off the air. 





Gaiety, Mont’l, Reopening 


: ; . . -.| Gaiety theatre, Montreal, is shell out 12 weeks’ salary to each | Cleveland 
Currently og A ay 7 S poe slated to reopen Saturday (27). It. performer. However, there’s a) 
CARMAN underwent major operation. ; had been closed for five weeks. | possibility that if the producers’ 
Sam (RKO) Kelley, back to! Same policy will prevail. Eight! can book the various acts else-| 
PHIL. N. Y. C. after a checkup that rated or nine acts will be used weekly,| where within the contracted time, | FILEE AND CARVER 
Manager: MATTY ROSEN ff an all-clear. |plus a line and the usual exotic/| union will agree to that arrange- | 
[165 Ww. 460m St. New York 1°\]\ Write to those who are ill. | dancer. | ment. : 


reached in Toronto between the | Decision also reassures many big 
| Toronto Musicians’ Protective As-, parties slated for the Mount Royal 
| sociation and the Sheraton Hotel | within the next few weeks who 
Corp. Friday (19) the tentative, were on the verge of cancelling. 
| walkout skedded for following! At a press conference Mayor 
night never materialized. Last | Houde, a member of the American 
minute settlement takes the Shera-| Federation of Radio Artists, dis- 
,ton hotels off the MPA’s blacklist | closed the fact that he had written 
and means continued employment|a personal letter to James C. 
for the Max Chamitov Orch and Petrillo asking that the dispute be 
Hal White Trio in the Mount Roy- settled and not interfere with an 
al’s Normandie Room, the only | upcoming charity ball of which he 
is the chief patron. The settle- 
ment pleased the Mayor almost as 
much as the musicians involved. 


E. M. Loew Sues for Return much as t 
| ° a | he dispute focused manage- 
| Of Bond In Savo Mixup ment’s attention on the Normandie 


and plans are underway to make 
| N.Y. supreme court justice Sam- | several changes in layout which to 
uel H. Hofstadter last week re-| date have been far short of offering 
‘served decision on a plea by New a proper background for the talent 


| they i : 
|England theatre operator E. M.| oy Sears 


| Loew, who is also a partnei in the 
Latin Quarter, N. Y., to get a $4;- 
951 refund on a bond posted in 
|1946 with the American Guild of 
Variety Artists. Money had been 
|held in escrow by the union and 
later by the court because of a 
series of lawsuits instituted by 
comedian Jimmy Savo on a salary 
| Claim, 

| Savo was originally booked for | 
| three weeks at the Latin Quarter, 
|Palm Island, Fla., by E. M. Loew. 
, Comic claimed he was set for three | 
; weeks, but played only nine days 
|when the spot shuttered for the 


| Season, and filed immediately to | a 
; collect remainder of the coin. In 
'an earlier court case, it was claimed 
_by Loew and his booker, the late | 
|Arthur Fisher, that Savo was told - oe 
that his booking was made on the Mr. Everybody 
|contingency that the place would | ‘ 
ibe kept open during Florida’s off- | a 
,season. However, he could fill out Dec. 15 to Dec. 25 
the remainder of the time at the | Club Dates for 
| Latin Quarter, N. Y. Savo chose, MILDRED LANE 
it’s claimed, to play the Florida Oakland, Cal 
] 7 
DEC. 26 TO JAN. 12: 
LOBBY CAFE 
Juarez, Mexico 
JAN. 13 — CLUB DATES — JAN. 15TH 


, date. 
| Union, during the regime of for- 

ART GOLDSMITH, Chicago 
JAN. 19, 20, 21: 


;mer national administrator Matt 
PALACE, Rockford, Ill. 


|Shelvey, stepped out of the case, 
BOOKED SOLID NOW!! 








a 

















|and ruled that inasmuch as the 
, contract wasn’t an AGVA form and 
since it was signed by Savo’s cor- 
poration, contract didn’t come un- 
|der the union’s jurisdiction since | 
| AGVA does not admit corporations | 
to membership. AGVA later went | 
to court to be relieved of the re- | 
sponsibility of holding the original 
$4,000 bond, and court ruled that it | 
could step out upon payment of 
the $4,000 plus $951 interest and 
court costs. 


Producers Holding Bag 
On Foldo of ‘Confetti’ 


The Donn Arden-Ron Fletcher } 
unit, “Confetti,” which disbanded | 
| last week following initial date at | 
|the Lookout House, Covington, Ky., | 
|is attempting to make settlements | 


| with the various acts in the show. | 


| Performers were guaranteed 16) 
|out of 20 weeks by Arden &| 
| Fleetcher, but with no dates in| 


| sight, acts will have to be paid 


Available: Feb. 28th 


(AFTER 2 WEEKS) 

FEB. 14TH TO 27TH (INC.) 
MUEHLEBACH HOTEL 
Kansas City, Missouri 

(Thanks to DANNY GRAHAM) 


Represented in Chicago by 
SAM ROBERTS 




















CURRENTLY 
AT THE 





| American Guild of Variety | 
'Artists is opposed to any settle- | 
ments and insists that producers | 


HOTEL 



































| LEONARD CONNER 


“America's Newest Rave in Song Delineation" 





Currently 


CHINA DOLL, New York 

















Just Concluded 
4 Successful Weeks--CAFE SOC] ETY, Downtown, New York 
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VARIETY BILLS 


WEEK OF JANUARY 24 


Numerals tr connection with bills below indicate opening day of show 
full or split week 

in parentneses indicates circuit (FM) Fanchon Marco; (1) Independent) 
‘Me Moss: (P) Paramount; ‘R’' RKO; ‘S) Stoll; ‘T) Tivoli; (W) Warner: 








'WR) Walter Reade 
NEW YORK CITY Chubby Newsome Radio Aces ; Sarah Ann McCabe 
Capitct (L} 25 3 Chocolateers Buster Burnell | Wences 
L Hampton Ore Buddies Marusia Sava | Christiani Troupe 
George Kirby Wilfred Mae 3 Alverda | Mila Raymon 
Curles CHICAGO Juliette Koka | Vikings 
Danny Alexander Chicago (P) 26 Joe LaPorte Ore Nirska 

Music Hali (J Ink Spots D’Aquila Ore Genia Mel 
Margery Mayer Jackie Leonard Park Ave Wilson Morrelli 
Donald Dickson Martin Bros Gloria Elwood Calvin Holt 
Ben Wris:ey T & M Conine Scotty Graham | Art Waner Ore 
Margaret Sande Oriental (1) 25 Penthouse | te Ruwan Bleu 
Peter H- milton 6 Continentals Paul Taubman Joyce Indig 
Anthony Makas Sybil Bowman Hotei Ambassador | Hugh Shannon 
Rockettes Szonvs Jules Lande Ore 3 Riffs 
Corps de Ballet Nelson Sis Hote! Biltmore Ronnie Graham 
Sym Orc Sherman Haves Ore Mischa Raginsky O Norman Paris 3 

Palace (R) 24 COLUMBUS Hotel Edison Julius Monk 
Lillian She'bs . L) 24 Henry Jerome Orc Hotel 
Martez & Lucia _ Ohio ¢ Hote! New Yorke: Park Sheraton 
Alan Seiackner Dick & Adio Ray Robbins Ore | Jose Melis 3 
Danny Sh w Ishkibbile & ‘ae Carol Lynne Mimi Warren 
Gloria Gilbert d Michael Douglas Farrar & Carter Ernestine Holmes 
G to fill Carpenter & Rey- | sia Kromt Hotel Plaza 

Paramount (P) 24 nolds AMI Johnny Kirby Herb Shriner 
Boyd Raeburn Ore ' Mi (P) 24 Hotel Pierre Yvette 
Ella Fitz¢erzic . ° S Hewe ‘k Denise Darcel Nicholas Matthey 
Harvey Stone V & % oa os Fosse & Niles Mark Monte 
Condos & Brondow Lee Davis Stanley Melba Ore Dick La Salle Ore 
Russ Emory pe Mice go Manuel Jiminez Ore Hotel Roosevelr 

Roxy (1) 26 Arthur La 1 1 Habibi Guy Lombardo Orc 
Al Bernie Rowena Kollins Lota | Hotel St Regis 
Hollace Shaw ROCKFORD Bracha Julie Wilson 
Robert Moxwell Palace (1) 26-28 Hille) & Aviva Milt Shaw Ore 

Strand (W) 26 Jeanie Kern Mort Freeman Horace Diaz Ore 
5 Amandis 3 Reddingtons Leo Fuld Hotel Shelbourne 
Betty Reilly Gaynor & Ross El Chico Carol Blaine 
Dean Murphy (2 to fill) Rosita HKios Harding & Moss 
Betty Bruce WASHINGTON Los Gitanos Hotel Statier 
Florian Zabach Capitol (L) 25 Pilarin Tavira Frank Carle Ore 

BALTIMORE 3 D's : Sarita Herrera Hotel Taf? 

Royal (i) 25 De Marco Sis D'Alonso Ore Vincent Lope? Ore 
P Willitms Orc Jack De Leon Leon & Eddie’s Versailtes 
Larry Darnell Will Mahoney Eddie Davis Mindy Carson 

Louise & Harris Johnny Coy 
AUSTRALIA Peggy O'Neil Emile Pett: Ore 
Holden Ders | Panchito Ore 

MELBOURNE Maurice Colleano Co —_— _— a en — 

: : m4 Horrie Dargie 4 3 ommedia | Bourbon & ayne 
er hae = James Cardwell Jo Hurt Tex Fletcher 
Marion Davies |Romangf 3 La Martinique |} Jane Abel 
Elimar _ : | Les Ritchie Ben Blue | Peter Rubino 
Devine & King | Ronnie Shand Richard Hayes | Village Vanguaro 
Gerda Bornstad | SYONEY Sid Fields | Richard Dyer 
Chribi . | Tivoli (1) 22 Roberta Lee } Bennett ; 
Marika Seary | Guus Brox & Myrna Whiporwills |} Clarence Williams: 
Wim De Jong M & H Nesbitt Raiph Font Ore _Waldort-Astorie 

Wally Boag Val Olman Ore Liberace \ 


Jacques Cartaux 


Babs Mackinnon 


i cider ’ 
og nn Marquis & Family 
lice Bron’mann |Detroy. 
Cissy Trenholm j lleana_ Sazova 
ad 9 ‘Rob Murray | 
Tivoli (1) 22 |! Eugene's Flying 
John Calvert Ballet 
Ann Cornell Celebrity 8 
BRITAIN 
BLACKPOOL Rex Roper & Pat 
Grand (t) 22 Vernon Sis 
Margaret Hill GLASGOW 


David Paltenghi 
Mary Munro 
Cecil Bates 
Josephine Spaull 
Derek Westlake 
Angela Sparshott 
Palace (1) 22 
H Mooney & V King 
Ella Shields 
Chow Ding Co 
George E!rick 
Roy & Ray 
Les Ganova 
Randolph Sutton 
R & M Lamarr 
Lucerne Sk»ters 
BRIXTON 
Empress (I) 22 


Empire (M) 22 


| Jack Radcliffe 


| 


Merry Macs 
MacKenz.e 
Dorothy 
Jackley & Jee 
Agnette & Sylivio 
HACKNEY 
Empire (S) 22 
Billy Cotton Band 
3 Cottas 
Harry Locke 
Archie Glen 
Tattersall Jerry Co 
Walthon & Dorraine 
Barclay Sis 
NOTTINGHAM 
Empire (M) 22 


Reid & 


Brough & Andrews | Jack Muldoon 4 


Ronald Chesney 
Tanner Sis 
Craig & Voyle 
Edward Victor 
Skating Thunder- 
bolts 
Kay & Gloria 
-Jack Crisp & 
CHELSEA 
Palace (!) 22 
Lesters Midgets 
Curzon 3 
Timar Bros 
3 Denysios 
Coopers Festival 
Fountains 
EAST HAMPTON 
Metropolitan (1) 22 
Max Miller 
Ree Salmon Co 
H Norman & Ladd 
Baldwin & Castle 
4 Jays & June 
Lorraine 
Roy Waller 
EDINBURGH 
Empire (M) 22 
K Koriz & Eugene 
Monte Rey 
Scott Sanders 
Mischa Aucr 
Mantey & Austin 


Jill 


|E & D Waters 
Delly Kin 
GH Elliott 
Godfrey & Kerby 
Peter Cavangh 
Stenelli 
Tommy Burke Co 
Krazy Komedy 
Kirks 
PORTSMOUTH 
Royal (M) 22 
Macari Serenaders 
Leslie Sarony 
Morris & Cowley 
George Williams 





Kodell 

Cottrell Bros & 
Margarite 

Val & Monty 

Gretchen Maids 

Elsie Monks 

| Van Mack 

| Joe 

| Larry Macari 

| SHEPHERDS BUSH 

Empire (S) 22 

| Anne Shelton 

Bernard Miles 

Semprini 

Jey Palmer & 
Doreen 

Helga Barry 

Williams & Shand 


G Wood & D Harmer Del Beary Co 


Cingalee 


2 Columbus 


CANADA 


MONTREAL 
Roxy (I) 22 
Mar!ine 
Vincent Bennett 
Maude Marly 
Arihur L2feur 
Barbara Hoyt 
Tot Co 
Ti-Zeph 


14 Roxettes 
} Seville (1) 22 

| Bill Farrell 

| James & Jardine 

| Lee Marks Co 
Rese, Mack & Owen 
Bobby Sargent 
Leonardo & Anita 
‘Len Howard Ore 





Cabaret Bills | 





Niw 


Birdi:no 

Geo Shearing Orc 
Lester Young Ore 

Bive Anse: 
Pear! Bailey 
Wally Cox 
Stuart Ross 
Paula Drake 
Eadie & Rack 
Page Cavan°ugh 3 
Harold Cocke 

Bon Soir 

Jimmie Daniels 
Joan Shaw 
Ghostiey & Wood 
Norene late 
Reginald Bean 
Garland Wilson 

Cafe Socrety 
Josevhine Premice 
Arthur Bizeke 
Cuff Jacksor 
Phil Napolecn Orc 

Copscadane 
Frankie Laine 


YORK CITY 


Betty 


Latin Quarter | Emil Coleman 


Moore & Lessy Mischa Borr Ore 
CHICAGO 

Blackhawk , Trude Adams 

Patsy Abbott | Lee Morgan 

| Norma Lee Doggett | Johnny Alladin Ore 

Joel Friend | H Edgewater fear 


| Ray Hyson Jimmy Dorsey Orc 
Henry Brandon Ore Dorothy Hild Ders 
Cher Paree Hotel Stevens 


Stan Grover | Skating Ryles 
Richard France | Arnold Shoda 
Chez Adorables Jerry Mapes 
Noonan & Marshall | Jack Raffloer 
Luba Malina Mac MacGraw 
Di Gitanos (2) | Reed Williams 
Lucille Bartos Harper Flaherty 
Manuello Ore | Bob Fitzgerald 
Cee Davidson Ore Skating Blvdears 


Paimer House | Jo Barnum 
Mimi Benzell | Jack Spoons 
| Jay Marshall | Chordmen (4) 


| 
| 


| Jane Pickens 


| 
| 
| 


& Jane Kean 


‘Harrison & Patricia 


M Durso Ore 
| Regina Price 
Sonny Calle'o 
| F. Alvares Ore 

| Havana-Maarid 
Steve Murray 
Tony Bari 

Nana Ramon 
Jerry Cooper 

Pup: Campo Ore 

Littie Ctub 

Erme Warren ne 
No | Fifth ave 
Sylvia Miles 
Larry Laurence 
| Downey & res 
| Hazel Wehster 
| Old Knick 

| Geene Courtney 

| Connie Anerson 
Sid Maricn 
| Oia Roumaniar 
Sadie Ranks 





| Buddy Rust 

| Bill Perry 

| Leighton Noble Ore 
| Vine Gardens 

| Myron Cohen 

| Carter Sis (2) 

; Minda Lang 

| Susan King 

‘Mel Cole Ore 


P d’Angelo & Ana 
M Abbott Ders 
Eddie O'Neal Ore 
Helstngs 
Georgie Gobel 
Jayne Walton 
Billy Chandler Ore 
Hotel Bismarck 
Norman Martin 


LOS ANGELES 


Ambassador Hotel | Ciro’s 
| Martha Stewart 
| Blackburn Twins 


Georgie Tapps 
Doherty 


Eddie Bergman Ore | Lindy 


Biltmore Hotel | Geri Galian Ore 
Bob Williams Dick Stabile Ore 
Frakson Mocambo 


Kay Thompson 
| Latin-Aires 
Eddie Oliver Ore 


Barbara Perry 
Paycees (2) 
Russ Morgan Ore 


LAS VEGAS 


Desert inn | Maurice & Marya 
Billy Eckstine | Al Donohue Orc 
Carlton Hayes Ore | 
El Rancho Vegas | Thunderbird Hote! 
Nellie Lutcher |The Weavers 
Last Frontier Hote! | Sonny Howard 
Carmen Cavallaro ©: Al Jahns Ore 











Irving Trust 


Continued from page 5 

















He is one of five directors, all of 
'whom are under attack by a Wall 
street stockholders’ group headed 
by David J. Greene. 


Greene maintains that the di- 
rectors are all Hughes appointees 
and thus he has undue influence. 
Group has squawked to the Dept. 
of Justice, which now has under 
consideration a plea for a change 
to the New York federal statutory 
court which issued the decree. 
Complaint is that the board is so 
, constituted it does not fulfill obli- 
gation of Hughes under the decree 
to divorce himself from the theatre 
company operation. 


RKO Wooing 


























Continued from page 3 SES 


lar experiments. Firm recently in- 
terrupted its straight film policy at 
Keith's, Dayton, O., for the Monte 
Carlo Ballet Russe. 

On the basis of the success of 
this and the anticipated Cantor 
sellout, chain figures on tapping an 

/ assortment of allied arts for an 
occasional offbeat show in numer- 
ous other spots. Lectures, concerts 


| and appearances of show biz per- 
sonalities all are being considered. 
RKO’s thought is that its houses 


offer full facilities for stage pur- | 


poses. 
with some concert halls around the 
country where straight-back chairs 
and doubtful visibility obviously 
tend to discourage patrons. 

Theatre outfit drew particular 
encouragement in this respect from 
the reaction in Dayton. This in- 
cluded editorial comment in the 
local press on the comforts afford- 
ed ticket buyers. in addition to the 
idea of bringing thé toe artists to 
“our town.” 

RKO has it figured this new type 
attraction will do much to stimu- 
late interest in the film theatre. 
Getting the customers in for one 
show could lead to their returning 
for a film program. 





Unit Review 





Spike Jones” Musieal 
Depreciation Revue 
Los Angeles, Jan. 16. 

Arena Stars Production starring 


Spike Jones. Features Doodles 
Weaver, Helen Grayco, Sir Fred- 
eric Gas, George Rock, Lois Ray, 


Bill King, Wayne Marlin Trio, Bob 


& Diane, Dick & Freddy Morgan, 
Joe Siracusa & City Slickers. At 
Philharmonic Auditorium, Los 


Jan. 16, °51. $3.60 top. 


Angeles, 


Slick musical stunts and smart 
showmanship have been combined 
once again to create another profit- 
able Spike Jones layout. New ‘“Mu- 


sical Depreciation Revue” is a 
blend of new material and re- 
vitalized standbys calculated to 


appeal both to longtime Jones fans 
and new stub-buyers alike. There 
are a few weak spots in the pres- 
ent two-and-one-half hour show, 
but these can be trimmed with 
little difficulty to maintain a con- 
sistently high laugh-per-minute 
pace. 


The emphasis. of course, is more 
on cordite than on Chopin and 
the eerie effects in the 1951 ver- 
sion include such divertissements 
as the cigar-smoking harpist who 
knits all night long; the man with 
the crocodile-crying eyeglasses; a 
two-headed drummer; giants; midg- 
ets: parachuting ducks: pigeons; 
turtles; frogs; talking chickens and 
all sorts of exvloding and collapsi- 
ible props. These, however, are 
;merely the added attractions to 
| maintain the zany mood associated 
, with Jones and his retinue. High- 
‘lights of the show are some sock 
acts. 


First act standout is the Wayne 
Marlin Trio, an acrobatic act that 
runs through a series of extremely 
difficult acts with showmanly ease. 
Stunts are heightened by a switch 
that finds Jones serving as under- 
stander—and carrying the chore 
off with nonchalance. Others fea- 
tured in the first half proceedings 
are Bill King, a topnotch juggler 
who earns plaudits in a fast turn 
!with battleaxes; Lois Ray, an eye- 
filling brunette with a nifty tap 
routine; Sir Frederic Gas and his 
wailing Sad-ivarius; Freddy Mor- 
|gan whose fovr minutes. of 
| pantomime explodes the “Poet and 
| Peasant” overture and who later 
;teams with (no-relation) Dick Mor- 
‘gan for some crowd-pleasing ban- 
'jollity; and Doodles Weaver who 
narrates the saga of Fettlebaum 





| down 


‘Pete Seeger’s excellent banjoing | 


’ music. 


to wind the first half proceedings. | 


Bob and Diane. who race through 
some stiff skating stunts on a six- 
foot circular platform, are the 
show-stoppers of the second act. 
Stunts include a_ handkerchief 
pickup and a match-lighting bit, 
both done at highspeed. Helen 
Grayco pounds over four numbers 
in her sultry-voiced style to pro- 
vide a highly effective change of 
pace and Weaver comes back in 
a routine tagged “Unfinished 
Fifth” that is a mild modernization 
of the old burley routine about 
the gin salesman. 

Production-wise, Jones makes 
lavish use of luminous paint for 
tov effects. particularly for the 
“Hawaiian War Chant” number in 
which the Wayne Marlin Trio is 
spotted, and the skating turn. It 
| also wins hefty attention in a 
'“ghost orchestra” number in 
which only the hands and instru- 
ments are seen and in which Joe 
Siracusa and Jones team in a fast 
drum beat. Luminous paint used 
in this routine makes it avpear 
that Jones is a four-armed drum- 
mer. 

Show gets a laffinale in which 
old Jones hits are medleved. It 
also utilizes the muscle dancing 
talents of LaVerne Pearson and 
the triple-tongue-technique. both 
on and off the trumpet, of George 
Rock. 

‘verall preduction is good and 
the Isuche flow freely, ins’ring 
hefty box-office response. Kap. 


Latter would be in contrast | 





Night Club Reviews 


Continued from page 46 


Thunderbird, Las Vegas Peacoek Court, §. F. 
“Cindy,” “One of Roving (MARK HOPKINS HOTEL) 
Kind,” by Fred Hellerman, and San Francisco, Jan. 15. 
femme member Ronnie Gilbert’s Carl Brisson, Ernie Heckscher 
shouting “Blues.” Followup is au-| Orch (10); cover $1.25-$1.75. 
thentic hora dance “Tzena” with | 








On return engagement Carl Bris- 
and Hebrew chanting. Portly Lee $0n is meeting with same enthusi- 
Hayes’ Arkansas yarn sets up, astic response enjoyed on previous 
“Lonsesome Traveler” with assist |Stint here. He scores effectively 
from group. “Keep Right on | throughout and at show caught of- 
Travelin’’” is a_ spiritual with fered an hour melange of tunes, 
warmth and feeling, segueing to | Chatter and propinquity that drew 
contrasting “Freight Train Blues” hefty applause from diners. 
with Seeger wailing lyrics. “Down Opener is “Hello There” which 
in the Valley” fronts Fred Heller-| served its purpose as a warmer 
man with audience sing sesh and| upper. A medley from the “Song 
windup driving “Johnson Boys.” of Norway,” in both English and 
Mitts good on retire. | Danish, is effective and provides 
Sonny Howard possessing good Brisson with a reason for hand- 
pipes, uses them to advantage on Shaking routine, his popular gim- 
impresh setup. Difference as in| Mick of chatter with ringsiders, a 
most miming of sort, Howard does Much appreciated part of his show- 
full choruses instead of snatches. |™anship. Follows with a succes- 
Takes Laine’s “Wild Goose” for Sion of tunes, in English, Danish 
good romp, Torme’s “Driving Me and French, including an audience 
Crazy” titilates becuse of Fog’s | Participation item “Sailing Down 
recent appearance at this nitery, | The River,” which range from 




















Rose Murphy’s “Can't Give You |. >trange Music In My Ears,” to 
Anything But Love” parodied for | .4e Angelus,” and “Champagne 
ribtickling response, Jan Peerce'’s | And Music. Interlarded is a double 
“Bluebird of Happiness” sheer ho- | emtendre item “Oh, How He Could 
kum for yocks. Topper is “Vesti la | Ride.” Altogether the energetic 
Giubba” as unknown timid audi- Brisson serves up 14 momar plus a 
tioner would purvey, wins begoff. — My i You, cag ery 
Gil Johnson's terping is show- ee Sa wae R acd- 
eH . tion to good turnout of localites 
“ASE it} P »¢ - _ 4 Les 
both “Guys and Dolls” tunes, “If 1 | 2,comsiderable, Scandia delegation 
Were a “Bell” and | uck Be a a ye in sabe b eer 
2 ine et: gs et * , were on hand to make his opening 
Lady,” latter dazzling customers! the auspicious occasion it was. 
with nifty staging. Barney Rawl- | Music te ‘ 
ings emcees and handles produc- | ; pen | y Ernie Heckscher crew 
tion singing, with Normandie Boys s excellent. Ted. 
tossing in vocal cadenzas. Al 
Jahns continues with fine backing « . 
and beats neat tempos for dancers. F | B 0 ¢ 
Biz okay. Will, | im B.U. Ualls 
‘lL Continued from page 1 
Shelburne Lounge. N. Y. as mysterious to theatremen as 
(HOTEL SHELBURNE) those for the slump in which the 
Harding-Moss Trio. Carol industry previously found itself. 
Blaine, Ram Ramirez; no cover,| There's a natural tendency, howe 
no minimum. ‘\ ever, to credit it to general eco- 
‘nomic and social conditions. These 
The tastefully decored Shel-| include the smallest roster of un- 
burne Lounge is attempting a employed in the nation’s peace- 
switch from supper-club entertain-| time history, with a resultant job 
ment to a floorshow style format.| security that leads wage-earners 
The initial try indicates the feasi- to a willingness to splurge on en- 
bility of the idea despite obvious tertainment. 
short budget handicap. Neverthe- Devil-May-Care Attitude 
eg layout provides 4 There’s also, of course, a little 
It’s bill d — the headi f of the devil-may-care attitude de- 
the Mesdica-thens F az" in veloped in youth by war, wage in- 
which Carol Blaine (New ini hh number of basic snus. 
the mainstay. This looker indicates tries, discharge of installment- 
a good singing potential with buying commitments and less in- 
savvy for situations, while the trio, | Stallment buying because of last 
comprising piano, organ and fall’s curbs. ; 
drums, offer a pleasing blend of! Better product is cited by some 
execs as a factor, although there’s 
Between Miss Blaine’s sessions, 90 Seneral agreement that films 
the trio does a Gershwin medley, are running better than a year ago. 
and one of the group sketches a Another thought is that the novelty 
customer. The boys have devised is wearing off the big TV shows 
some special material that comes that were attracting viewers earlier 
off well. They run a bit overtime in the season. 
with their various offerings, which In the latter connection, some 
a little editing could remedy. Ram | film toppers feel that there may 
Ramirez does the relief pianistics. be a reversal of traditional sea- 
Larry Daggen, who uséd to mine-| sonal trends as a result of tele. 
host at Billy Reed’s Little Club, There’s a considerable body of 
the — and 21, is the new man- opinion that holds the drop of last 
ager here and is running the room September and October was at- 
' rer. JOSe.  tributable to the start of many new 
. | video shews which were keeping 
Club Moroeco. Miami B. ?°'etial theatre patrons at home. 
(CASABLANCA HOTEL) September and October are nor- 





Miami Beach, Jan. 21 mally two of the biggest b.0o. 

Mary Raye & Naldi, Eddie months of the year. 
Fisher, Sacasas Orch; minimum Conversely, it is thought that 
$3.50. | two of the worst months, May and 


June, may show improvement as a 
First of the s ; result of the fact that they'll mark 
hotels to set " a Pe the tailend of the season for tele. 
tractions, the Casablanca’s Club By that time, the big shows will be 
Morocco is one of the smartest Off the air for the season or, in 
spots in town. Seating some 400, any case, the public will have be- 
it’s laid out so the entertainers can Come sated with them. 
be seen from every corner of the Heartening Indication 
room. A heartening indication out of 
Currently there’s Mary Raye and the rise of recent weeks is seen by 
Naldi. They haven't played the Sol A. Schwartz, prez of RKO 
town in several seasons. The ease Theatres. He thinks it is signifi- 


with which they achiéve .their cant that the b.c. is behaving as 
lifts and spins, the original tdeas it did in late 1941, when the big 
contained in their  routinings, World War II hypo began. That 


whether a gay Latin number or a 
flirtation idea makes for interest- 
ing and entertaining viewing. Miss 
Raye’s grace while being whirled 
in air by Naldi, or spinning solo 
about the floor, adds glamour to 
their top terping. 

Eddie Fisher, young singer_who 


period was marked by big week- 
_ends and strong grosses on top pix, 
while so-so product and midweek 
grosses remained-status quo. 

Film rentals taken in by major 
companies vary tremendously over 
—_ ~ gel period due to the 
scored at Copa Cit , iq Strength of the particular product 
buitding rep yam = one in release at the time. However, 
gagement. He comes on with a #V@rage at the moment appears to 
brief intro and still hits from his D€ running slightly below last 
first number. Handling of the pops Year's returns, aithough again the 
is smooth and appreciated. On his differential isn’t as great as 
specials, tribute to Al Jolson and against the previous year. 
the “Newsboy” bit, he clicks and Foreign income, on the other 
garners encores. hand, is strongly up. Most of the 

Sacasas and his orch are adept Majors are showing a healthy ine 
at the show music and keep the crease not only in b.o. take of their 
floor filled for the dance sessions. pix overseas, but in dollars re- 

Lary. ‘ceived in New York. 
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Musie Hall, N. Y. 

“Red, White and Blues,” with 
Margery Mayer, Donald Dickson, 
Ben Wrigley & Co. Margaret 
Sande, Peter Hamilton, Anthony 
Makas, Rockettes, Corps de Ballet, 
choral ensemble, symphony orch 
directed by Raymond Paige. Pro- 


duced by Leon Leonidoff; settings, 
James Stewart Morcom; lighting, 
Eugene Braun, dances, Gene 
Snyder; choreography, Florence 


Rogge; “The Magnificent Yankee” 
(M-G), reviewed in VARIETY Nov. 
15, °50. 





The Music Hall’s current stage 
show is a fine extravaganza, well 
up to the standard of this top 
showplace. Emphasis as usual is 
on production rather than _ indi- 
vidual turns, with three lavish and 
varied numbers to dazzle the eye. 
Music leans towards the longhair, 
but so appetizingly as to be totally 
welcome and enjoyable. 

Symphony orch, under baton of 
Raymond Paige, opens proceedings 
with a spirited performance of the 
lilting Roumanian Rhapsody No. 1 
of Enesco. Curtains then part into 
a lush presentation of a “Carmen” 
fantasy. Choral ensemble, attrac- 
tively garbed, does the smuggling 
scene, which segues into the tavern 
scene. Here the corps de ballet 
does some stepping and twirling 
from which the Met opera ballet 
department could well take lessons. 
Margery Mayer gives a stirring 
rendition of the Habanera, and 
Donald Dickson capably sings the 
Toreador Song. 


Scene shifts suddenly from 
opera to voodoo and swing, as the 
Rockettes come into their own in 
a rousing jungle number aptly 
called “White Heat.” Finale is a 
boff finish with the girls coming 
out front, beyond the orch, on a 
semi-circular runway, while clouds 
. smoke and steam billow behind 

em. 


Then the slippery Ben Wrigley 
and two confederates. cleverly 
work _—itthe former’s rubbery 
physique and contortions into an 
amusing doctor’s office skit, with 
Wrigley fascinating the audience 
with his snake-like twists and body 
movements. 


Finale is an elaborate dance pro- 
duction staged to 


de ballet, 


augmented by the 
Rockettes, 


doing a combination 


modern-classic dance, keynoted by | 


Margaret Sande and Peter Hamil- 
ton as soloists. Dance is on a mir- 
ror stage, which revolves, and the 


Gershwin’s it’s climaxed with a scene in which 
“Rhapsody in Blue,” with the corps |the male walks over a raised plat- 


‘form with one of the femmes do- 


reliables here. Contrast between 
the midget, the giant and the nor- 
wal sized guy is the stock in trade 
/of act, and a good one. Trio ap- 
parently operate on principle of 
leaving “well enough alone,” and 
‘return annually with act virtually 
unchanged, even to the gimmick 


‘on the Andrews Sisters, in which 


| they come back in aprons and bon- | 


nets and go through the motions 
| while an Andrews disk plays off- 
stage, It’s a well constructed act, 
but grows monotonous even to old 
fans sans new material. 


| Whirlwinds raise the curtain 
with a skating routine that lives 
up to their billing. Troupe of two 
couples do plenty of fancy skating 
with special luminous costumes 
\for added effect. Lowe. 


| es 
Palaee, N. Y. 


| Louis & Oliver Sisters, Ting & 
Tung, Sirdani, Dewey “Pigmeat” 
Markham & Co. (3), White & 
| Wyman, Lucienne & Ashour, Wally 
| Vernon with Ginger Sherry, Nora 
Toomey & Co., Don Albert House 
Orch; “Once a Thief” (UA). 











While there’s no _ outstanding 
turn on the current Palace bill, 
\the 80-minute session nevertheless 
adds up to a fairly well-balanced 
mixture of song, dance, acrobatics 
and comedy. Apache act of 
Lucienne & Ashour and comic 





| 
} 
| 


‘No Television’ Ads 
Hypo Henie Show 
Takes at Garden, N.Y. 


(MADISON SQ. GARDEN, N. Y.) 

Sonja Henie, Arthur M. Wirtz, 
William H. Burke production star- 
ring Sonja Henie; featuring Freddy 


| Trenkler, 3 Bruises, Skippy Baxter. 


With Michael Kirby, John Walsh, 
Johnny Farris, George Wagner, 


Line (54). Choregraphy, staging, 
Catherine Littlefield; costumes, 
Billy Livingston; music, Jack 


Pfeiffer. At Madison Square Gar- 
den, N. Y., Jan. 19, $6 top. 





There’s still an amazing amount, 
of boxoffice in Sonja Henie’s an- | 
nual appearances at the Madison | 
Square Garden, N. Y. The blonde | 
skater who has been bringing in 
her “Hollywood Ice Revue” for 
many years has invested lavishly 
on costuming and production, and 
has assembled one of her_ best 
revues, which will pay off at the 


| b.o. 


Wally Vernon carry off top honors | 


on the applause meter. 


' Vernon, a vet vaudevillian who 
moved into films years ago, is 
spotted next-to-closing. Hitting a 
nostalgic note, he does a bit of 
old-time buck and winging in the 
best tradition and also gives out 
with songs and patter. 


For this date, Miss Henie has 
assured herself a hefty return via 
huge ads which stress that per- 
formances won’t be televised, thus 
serving the double purpose of ac- 
quainting the public of Miss 
Henie’s stand and at the same time 
accentuating that the only way 
they’ll get to see her and show is 


| by plunking coin down at the b.o. | 


Particu- | 


lar! unchy is a hoked-up strip- , 
ee 4 ‘the ice display, aside from Miss 


tease sequence in which he works 
with blonde Ginger Sherry. 

| ~Lucienne & Ashour sock across 
‘in the niche preceding Vernon. 
‘Their fast, actionful routines 


| Henie’s established lure, 


Apparently there’s good response, 
with a sellout opening night and 
a healthy advance. Another con- 
tributory factor to Miss Henie’s 
take is the fact that this is the only 
blades show to play the Garden 
this year. | 

The most prominent aspect of 


is the 


' breathtaking costuming. Billy Liv- | 
‘ingston has peppered the show with | 


against a dungeon-like Paris caba- | 
ret background elicit copious palm- | 


pounding. Turn has been a stand- 
‘ard for over a decade, and its ob- 
‘viously still effective. 

Louis & Oliver Sisters open the 
|layout with some well executed 
‘acrobatic feats. A good sight act, 


ing a headstand on his noggin. 


|dance team, dish out some fair 


impressions of Frankie Laine, Ink | 


| Spots, etc. and bow off to a so-so 


some of his most imaginative crea- | 
tions, each of which bespeaks a 
budget-be-hanged attitude. He’s | 
gone all-out with some eye-popping | 


‘on the accordion. 
takes his turn at old time fiddling; 
jand Pete Kirby handles the jug- 
| blowin’ and 5-string banjo. Robert | Anita, Bobby Sargent, Lee Marks 
|Dunn is on for a session of his & Co., Russ, Mack & Owen, Bill 


Darling.” 


‘followup and score with a slick 


Benny Martin 


widely known “Talkin’ Boy Blues” | 
and pork chop stomp. Dot and, 
Smokey go a bit west with their 
versions of ‘Virginia Blues” and. 
“Tl Never Let You Go, Little. 
Pap and the Jug Band 
round out the presentation, with 
Smokey Mountain Boys backing 
the music all the way. Quin. | 


Apollo, N. Y. 


Louis Jordan band (10) with 
The Novellos (2), Hortense Allan, 
Gwen Weeks, Peggy. Thomas, 
Teddy Hale, Bill Davis, Line (8); 
“Call of the Forest” (Lip). 





Louis Jordan, and his band and 
revue, on a periodic stand at the 
Apollo, are generating plenty of 
excitement at this Harlem vaude 
flagship and should spiral grosses 
to a healthy take. He has one of 
the sockiest packages seen here in 
some time and_ word-of-mouth 
after his initial show (Thurs.) has 
had them queuing up ever since. 


Jordan maestros energetically, 
gives out on the sax, warbles and 
prances all over the stage in a 
comedic style that wins contin- 
uous, hefty applause. Band com- 
prises four rhythm, three reeds 
and three brasses, which play with 
sizzling arrangements in their own 
slotting and back the rest of the 
show superbly. There’s also an 
octet of lively sepia gals to give 
the proceedings a production aura. 
Layout is an all-sepia unit with ex- 
ception of the Novellos, mixed 


, team of acro-balancers. 


1] 


Jordan and band pace neatly 
with torrid “Roof Over My Head” 


| as a prelude to Gwen Weeks’ sexy 


version of “Everybody’s : 
body’s Fool.” Novellos spot their 
topdrawer stint of gymnastics in 


routine of balancing atop ladder | 
by the guy, while gal does some 


| “name” 


Seville, Montreal 
Montreal, Jan. 20. 
James & Jardine, Leonardo & 


Farrell, Len Howard Orch (7) 
“Kelly on Second” (Par). 





Going into second vaude session 
with MGM platter star Bill Farrell 
in key slot, the Seville shows 
definite signs of developing’ a 
steady clientele made up of juves 
who are attracted by the disk 
attractions and_ their 
elders who are still a cinch for 
the variety type entertainment. 
Current layout offers plenty of 
change but could stand more 
femme touches to brighten overall 
presentation, particularly when the 
feature is a male performer. 

Leadoff goes to James = and 
Jardine, alumni of one of the 
“Oklahoma” companies, and duo 
show much spirit with their tap 
efforts most noticeable in the “Tea 
for Two” routine. Ventro Leo- 
nardo gets away to a slow start 
but act begins to draw when he 
brings on a collection of seven 
dolls which he manipulates with 
speed and-finesse. Distaff side of 
offering, Anita, does little more 
than kibitz with one of the dummies 
and assist with props. Comic 
Bobby Sargent holds over from 
last show and continues to wham 
over his fresh material to plenty 
of mitting. Guy injects a bit of 
straight corn worked around the 
Hunchback of Notre Dame’s bell- 
ringing stint which leaves the 
audience a little bewildered and 
makes a bad break in the laugh 
flow. 

Russ, Mack & Owen, who have 
scored in past seasons in the local 
boites, score with their rough and 
tumble antics, with the midget of 
the trio supplying comedy touches; 
Lee Marks is standout with his 


. juggling session, pointing up per- 


formance by balancirig on a big 
rubber ball which he rides over 
a long teeter board while tossing 
the Indian clubs around. Okay 
sight appeal from every angle. ~ 


Ting & Tung, Chinese song and | 





illusion of the glass floor, plus | reception with a spirited terp rou- 


some wonderful lighting effects ‘tine. Dewey “Pigmeat” Markham, 
and striking long sequin gown | assisted by George Wiltshire and 
costumes On the dancers, makes Sybil Lewis, does okay in a com- 


this a sock closer. Anthony Makas eqdy blackout although his material 
is a fine assisting soloist on the jg quite shopworn. 


piano. On a higher plane are the songs 





Capitol, Wash. | Wyman. With ae 

: ‘keyed primarily toward musicom- 

: Washington, Jan. 48. ledy, the duo handles four tunes 
Georgia Gibbs, Sammy White, | gor a healthy salvo. Their warbling 
Low, Hite & Stanley, Whirlwinds ‘of the yesteryear “Song of Love” 


(4); “Three Husbands” (UA). hit a nostalgic chord among the 


' ] ‘predominantly middle-aged audi- 
Under ordinary conditions, this'ence at show caught Thursday 
pti tage pes ee inds up with the trapeze 
than average show, with variety | oe Wee ‘ 
and seedy’ pace. Teamed with ‘turn of Nora Toomey & Co. = 
film, “Three Husbands,” however, ©Pens conventionally with two gals 
layout has to hurdle payee apathy _contribbing some rope - ~— 
which follows. General attitude feats. But the = — oi 
was indifferent at afternoon show by Miss Toomey who steps uP 





* Murray White and Florence | 
their repertoire | 


items which include Alt-Wien garb, | clever turns on a trapeze for solid , 


Hawaiian irridescent costumes, | appreciation. Hortense Allen, good- 
military motif and the satirical at-| looking danseuse, scores in a cou- 
tire of the ’20s, among others. | ple of exotic dances to which she 
Miss Henie, of course, continues | gives a Minsky treatment. Miss 
|to magnetize audiences. She has| Weeks returns for a raucous ver- 
‘sufficient personality to assure | sion of “Tennessee Waltz” in duet 
‘maximum applause. Her hula, a| With Jordan for additional howls. 
| fixture since she started, continues Peggy Thomas, sultry songstress, 
\to-be her magnum-opus. It’s a| does a neat job on “Orange Col- 
routine which still garners multi-| ored Sky,” “Never Be Free” and 
ple encores and remains one of the | “Oh Babe.” Jordan and band take 
spiciest numbers in her repertoire. | over again for “Blue Light Boogie” 
Her new additions, the mambo and | and really sew things up with the 
, the Charleston, do not seem to have , maestro’s clowning version of “The 


Headliner Bill Farrell, making 
| his local debut, picks up salvos for 
| such tunes as “You’ve Changed,” 
“Deed I Do,” “It Isn’t Fair” and 
| his latest disclick, ‘““My Heart Cries 
|For You” from the short-socked 
| set, and guy had to begoff at show 
| caught. Farrell gets a neat assist 
| from Ed Ryan at the keyboard and, 
| unlike most vocalists with a heavy 

record rep, he keeps the company 
plugs to a minimum. Show is 
| emceed by Don Cameron and Len 

Howard's house orch backs produc- 














ti 

the enduring qualities of the hula Thing.” Teddy Hale, nifty tap and on adequately. Newt. 
, but are potent for mass consump-| rhythm dancer with plenty orig-| 
, tion. Miss Henie isn’t doing the inality in his routines, is another | 
|Olympic tricks of former years,| showstopper. Bill Davis, jazz or-_ New A Cc ts 
| but it doesn’t seem necessary in ganist, really cooks on swing ver- 
_her case since she can win the, sions of a brace of tunes. Edba. | > 
crowd without them. ——___——_ | SIRDANI 

Another strong point of show is Casino. Toronto | Magician 


; the comedy. Freddy Trenkler and 
the ae, Bruises we Pn the 
zany punch necessary for this ses- : 
sion. Trenkler, who has been with —e Fae eg ay eg 

Miss Henie for some years, is an! 4+chie Stone House Orch: “Spider 

accomplished glacial comic. He's. . 


got a puckish personality and rou-; © Fly” (EL). 


‘tines which stamp him as one of With Jan August and The Satis- 


'the funniest men on ice. He ap- fier: ; 108 
s sharing top billing, current 
Pears in three spots, two of which |) .ckage is a swift and diversified 


have been seen in former shows, | bill of vaude fare that gives the 


and response is as strong as ever.’ |. tomers plenty for their money. 


| The Three Bruises, a long-time ,,: ee 
mainstay in the Center theatre,| Vith Bob Goodman, singing m. c., 


Toronto, Jan. 19. 
Jan August, The Satisfiers (4), 











caught, but recheck showed build- 
ing enthusiasm over weekend. 


Georgia Gibbs, an 11th hour re- 
placement for Fran Warren, who 
was bedded with virus after her 
opening show, is a gal with a voice 
and style. Hurdling the handicap 
of filling. in sans rehearsal or 
preparation, “Her Nibs” registers 
throughout. Shunning the voguish 
plunging neckline for an effective 
black velvet gown on the demure 
side, chantoosey makes an im- 
pression from walkon. Tees off 
with a torechy version of “When 
You're in Love,” then goes on to 


“The Best Thing for You Is Me.” | 


Winds up this segment with ‘“Man- 
hattan Towers,” with _ lyrics 
brought up to date, and returns 
for a sparkling interpretation of 
“Ball and Jack.” La Gibbs, who 
herself did a fadeout Christmas 
week by becoming ill on the eve 
of her skedded stint here, not only 
does a sock job of pinch hitting, 
but clicks as headline fare on her 
own. . 

Sammy White has less success in 
the comic slot. He is a master 
Pantomimist, but material is not 
universal enough in appeal to reg- 
ister with this type audience. Gets 
plenty of chuckles for a takeoff 
of a dame in her bathtub, com- 
plete with terp effects. 
impresses as rib tickling. Uses a 


card game background for im-| addition to their practiced sesh of | 


pressions of Amos ‘n’ Andy, 
ochester, the late Al Jolson and 
Phil Harris to good effect. How- 
ever, his card routine fell flat with 
the uninformed, though card play- 
ers in galleries obviously iiked. 
Low, Hite and Stanley, that 


Study in vari-sized comics, are old 


‘the audience in street clothes 
‘(blouse and skirt) to execute some 
\fine stunts on the swinging hori- 
zontal bar. ; . 

| Sirdani, a magico imported 
from England, is reviewed under 
|New Acts. Don Albert’s house 
band, per usual, backs the show 
‘nicely. Gilb. 





Hippodrome, Balto 
Baltimore, Jan. 21. 

“Slapsie Maxie Rosenbloom Re- 
vue” with Rosenbloom, Bobby Mar- 
tyn, Milton Moss, Reese Bros. 
| (2), Olson & Joy; Jo Lombardi 
House Orch (12); “Mr. Universe 
(RKO). 








Billed as a p.a. along with ac- 
-companying film (‘‘Mr. Universe”) 
in which he appears, Maxie Rosen- 
bloom is heading up a “revue 
‘which keeps him weaving in and 
out the doings for some typical 
bits and to all right response. With 


N. Y. icers, offer a good laugh’ 


off to a brisk start with lusty war- 


‘11 Mins.; Two 
| Palace, N. Y. 
| An import from Britain, Sirdani 
'works rapidly and shows a nice 
sense of timing with several 
'sleight-of-hand feats and illusions. 
, Fez-wearing magico does all of his 
tricks with the help of audience 
_volunteers. His specialty is clever- 
_ly picking the pockets of his sub- 
jects and also scores with some 
card prestidigitation. 

Throughout his routines, Sirdani 
keeps up a running comment that’s 


specialty with their scrub-women 
routine. Also gets top response. 
| The Catherine Littlefield rou- 
'tined line and staging has good 
pacing and maximum sweep of mo- 
tion. The familiar pinwheel for- 
mations bring the usual applause 
_ and laughs. Precision military 
| routine and the others are fine ex- 
'amples of ice staging. The sole 
\flash of speed is by soloist Skippy 
| Baxter, whose flash brings a heavy 
mitt. The shaking tenor of the 
other numbers is relaxed. 

| Miss Henie’s partners are 
Michael Kirby and John Walsh, 
each of whom contrib the neces- 
/sary support and proper unob- 
| trusiveness. Jose. 


Tower, K. C. 
Kansas City, Jan. 19. 
| Roy Acuff and Grand Ole Opry 
unit, with LaCroix Sisters (3), 
Benny Martin, Robert Luan, 
Jimmy Riddle, Pete Kirby, Pete 





bling of “It’s a Great Day,” Cook frequently punctuated by the 
Sisters, blonde and brunet in blue catch-line, “Don’t Be Fright.” Idea 
/evening gowns, open full-stage of the conversation probably is to 
proceedings for their waltz and’ distract his assistants from observ- 
ballet tap routines, plus a net | ing his hands too closely. 

_castanet finish to “Habanera,” with Highpoint of Sirdani’s perform- 
strong support from the pit band, ance is a sequence where a sim- 
_and leading into cape swerling for ulated snake rises from a basket 


/a strobolite finish to nice applause. | to produce a card previously se- 
| Arty Dann follows with his rap- lected from deck by an audience 
\id-fire dialectics, plus impressions volunteer. Also effective is a scene 
_of Cantor, Jessel, Jolson and Du- where the three assistants wave 
‘rante, to a mild reception when their hands over a small table 
,caught but this due to a faulty which mysteriously begins to rise. 
|mike in part; but audience really| “Volunteers” from the stubhold- 
/warmed up when The Marvells, ers appear to be the mccoy. Their 
‘four boys and three girls, use conceivably may enhance audi- 
-whammed across for their teeter- ence interest, but on the other 
| board work, complete with chair hand their clumsiness and _self- 
|ecatches, two-and-a-half somer- consciousness tends to slow up the 
|saults, and three-man mounts. _act. Bonafide helpers would be 
| Formerly with the Chesterfield more practical. Withal, Sirdani 
‘Hour, The Satisfiers (Art Lambert.| shapes up as a cut above the 
Ted Hansen, Bob Lange and Dot- average magician. He’s okay for 
tie Evans) get big reception for most visual mediums. Gilb. 
|their harmony singing, with the} ——-— 
‘diminutive and pert Miss Evans CAROL BLAINE 


|him is Bobby Martyn who proves Zinkan, Dot & Smokey; “Short sparking the act with comedy Songs 


a good femme foil and is handy 
|with a vocal as well. Two well- 
‘tried bits, “Romeo and Juliet,” and 
the one wrapped around making a 
‘film, provides okay slapstick and 
| garners laughs. 

| Milton Moss is a comic with 


Latter |fairish material and the Reese- 
Bros. work throughout revue in) 


'vocalizing. Olson and Joy have 
‘switched away from their sailor 
stuff for their knockabout and not 
too successfully. They did better 


. Good musical support is 
boy by Jo Lombardi and his 
‘pit crew. 


| Biz just fair. Burm. 


| Grass” (Mono). 





| Tower stage which has been 
dark for better part of two years, 
has relighted for a week of hill- 
billy tunes and hoedowns presented 
by Roy Acuff and his boys and 
girls of the “Grand Ole Opry” 
radio stanza. 

Acuff handles the m.c. assign- 
ment, fiddles a bit and joins in 
with a vocal here and there. 
‘Standout of the assemblage is the 
trio of LaCroix Sisters, with their 
vocals of “Tennessee Waltz” and 
“Columbus, Georgia.” 
| Jimmy Riddle contributes fast 
}work on chromatic mouthharp and 


| antics. |12 Ming 

| Jan August in white tie and tails Shelburne Lounge, N. Y. 

receives an enthusiastic reception! Carol Blaine, a youthful looker, 
at walkon and rapt attention dur- appears adept at many styles of 
|ing his piano-stylistics of certain | singing. She can carry a pop or 
'of the classics, ranging from con- | semi-classical tune well, and has 
| cert-style playing to jazz variations,| a good floorshow personality. As 
his selections including “Liebe-| part of the Harding-Moss revue, 
straum” and “Claire de Lune.” !|thrush gets ample chance te 
'His “Bewitched,” with its skillful | display her wares. 

|key wanderings, gets terrific ap- Miss Blaine indicates that she 
|plause: ditto his “Old Piano Roll has a potential for special ma- 
| Blues,” except that no mechanical | terial, although projection isn’t 
| piano ever sounded like August or | fully developed on that score. 
‘the industry would never have | Gal who offers a wide variety 
|gone out of business. Pianist is’ of tunes, has a well-developed set 
| suave in appearance and talk de-| of pipes, indicating: eligibility for 
‘livery. McStay. ithe uptown spots. Jose. 
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Plays Out of Town 


Romeo and Juliet 
Detroit, Jan. 23. 


Dwight Deere Wiman presentation of 
tragedy »y William Shakespeare. Stars 
Olivia de Havilland; features Jack Haw- 
kins, Evelyn Varden, James Hayter, Mal- 
colm Keen, Isobel Elsom, Douglas Watson. 
Staged by Peter Glenville. Sets and cos- 
tumes, _Oliver Messel; incidental music, 
David Biamond. At Cass, Detroit, Jan. 22, 
51 


Ds b.. <a.aneaeeemeeses Gregory Morton 
—— S  daessaauenen’ Archie Smith 
Montague...ecccceccores Herbert Ranson 
Capulet....ccccceccsceces Malcolm Keen 
Old Man. ceceecceseecer John McKee 
Romeo ...cccesccccceses Douglas Watson 
Mercutio.....seeceee Jack Hawkins 
Benvolio......ccescecees Michael Higgins 
TPUMMIE. oniccuanceviawetees William Smithers 
Friar Laurence...ceceess James Hayte1 
Friar John.....ccccesecss Carl Harbord 
Balthasar....ccccecscceces Karl Light 
SaMpsSON....cccccccccoces Buck Kartalian 
GregOry....cccocessoseess Rudy Bond 
Peter. .....ccrceccccccececs John ee 

braham. ....ceceeceseees John erkins 
ye ee OFyY...csccceesecse Raikin Ben-Ari 
eS errr. Page Johnson 
Lady Montague......--- Dorothy Patten 


Lady Capulet ‘ Isobel Elsom 
Juliet. . 


Nurse 





Olivia de Havilland endows Ju- 
liet with the winsomeness of a 14- 
vear-old enmeshed in the joy of 
first love and the heartbreak of a 
child grown to maturity through 
adversity in the richly-staged “Ro- 
meo and Juliet” which preemed at 
the Cass theatre last night (Mon.). 

Miss de Havilland, in her debut 
as Juliet, enacts the two sides of 
the heroine to perfection. In early 
scenes, she so nicely affects the 
intonations of voice and the eager 
mannerisms of a 14-year-old that 
she becomes that age. As the play 
progresses from heartbreak to final 
trigedy, so do her inflections and 
manner. 

She wheedles her nurse charn~ 
inzly to obtain information about 
her wedding arrangements and she 
screeches to a tension-packed cli- 
max in her soliloquy preceding the 
drinking of the sleep potion. | 

Douglas Watson’s Romeo is also 
splendidly conceived. His charac- 
terization savors more of the tra- 
ditional Shakespearean than do 
that of his colleagues. 

The Mercutio of Jack Hawkins 
is faithful to the wry mentality 
which the Bard wrote into the char- 
acter. It’s a performance full of 
flair and humor. Yet, Hawkins also 


plumbs the depths of tragedy with | 


a masterful death scene. 

Other fine performances 
turned in by Evelyn Varden as a 
hearty, exasperating nurse, and 
James Hayter as the kindly Friar 
Laurence. 

Change of scene is achieved by 
the simple shifting of a wall and 
the introduction of an occasional 
bit of furniture. Entrances are 
made from the wings and from the 
orchestra pit, which along with the 
quick scenery changes, facilitates 
movement. 

Despite such aids to an effective 
ace, however, the play runs a bit 
ong—three hours and 15 minutes. 

That doesn’t mean to say it drags, 
for director Peter Glenville keeps 
proceedings swift and smooth. 

But it seems obvious that some 
scenes will have to be cut, although 
it’s hard to see where they could 
occur without damaging the con- 
tinuity. It perhaps could best be 
effected by shortening the dueling 
scenes and dropping some of the 
action leading up to the Capulets’ 
party. Tew. 


Alexander 
Albany, Jan. 17. 
Malcolm Atterbury and Gant Gaither 
presentation of comedy in three acts (four 
scenes) by Lexford Richards. Staged by 


Gaither; settings, Robert G. Turner. At 
Playhouse, Albany, N. Y., Jan. 16, °51; 
$2.40 top. 

Alexander.....ees geccenes Donald Murphy 
Mir. FIle. cccsce eseeees.. Reginald Mason 
pS een Coe CeCes Gloria Hoye 
EtG, PUNO. 0 iccceseeee $86660% Leatrice Joy 
| RR oor ee Grace Kelly 





“Alexander,” first play by actor- 
director Lexford Richards, needs 
lenty of vitalizing before it braves 
roadway. Love story, with an un- 
derlying theme of father-son fixa- 
tion, unfolds often humorously, 
sometimes dramatically and _ fre- 


quently unevenly, in a weak first | dances around the old shop, with) dir. 
expressive musical and lighting ef- | 


act, a stronger second and a taut 
third act. 

The five-member cast — all re- 
ceive equal billing—shows reason- 
able command of lines and busi- 
ness, but repeatedly muff laughs. 
When the timing and emphasis are 
properly gauged to patron reaction, 


the performance will gain in | 


Strength and impact. Dialog is 
rather charming though not bril- 
liant; setting is attractive and au- 
thentic, Might have film prospects, 
with changes. 

Central character is a tyro song- 
writer who suffers from deep un- 
certainty through the belief that he 
unfortunately carries “his father in 
him” and who searches for surcease 
through love. Alice, a ceramics 
dealer, has a liaison with Alexan- 
der in what she hopes is prelimi- 
nary to marriage, once he realizes 
his love for her, and Lorraine, a 
youthful nightclub vocalist, starts 

_to replace Alice as his bed com- 


Evelyn Varden 


|doubtedly register stronger. 


are | 


second segment. Alexander’s 
mother, married for 31 years to a 
banker who doesn’t seem to love 
her, tries at the outset to break up 
the match with Alice. In the final 
scene — which combines comedy, 
drama and suspense—the mother 
sees Alice in the right light. The 
father offers the first clue—in an 
outburst of temper—that he does 


|Second’ but bows out after a racy 


love his wife; Alexander hastens to |} 


lest he 
parents 


Alice, 
his 


offer marriage to 
make the mistakes 
committed. 


Resolving of the family misun- 
derstandings and the adjusting to 
it—which apparently is the core of 
author’s idea—require clarification. 
In the writing, acting and direc- | 
tion, crystalization is necessary. | 
Richards should decide whether | 
he wishes more or less emphasis | 
on the message, with its psychiatric | 
delineation. 

Donald Murphy, film-legit actor, | 
contributes a good performance in | 
the long, difficult, confused title 
role. Character is unsympathetic | 
in the earlier portions and more 
likeable and understandable as the 
climax approaches. Gloria Hoye, 
local ingenue lead, sketches a 
warm Alice with skill and persua- 
sion, 


yrace Kelly, 20-year-old niece of ! 


playwright George Kelly, is at-,| 
tractive and intelligent, but doesn’t 
always suggest the sexy, after-dark | 
canary. —_- 

Leatrice Joy, silent screen star, 
and still noticeably attractive, plays 
the love-starved, very human 
mother. A little uncertain at the | 
start, she comes through surer in 
the finale. Reginald Mason, re-, 
placing Nicholas Joy, with only 
eight davs’ rehearsal, was a little 
stiff opening night, but will un- | 


Direction could be tightened. | 
Single setting, of an apartment 
overlooking the East River, is/| 
tricky but solid. Jaco. 





Plays on Broadway 











Angel in the Pawnshop 
Eddie Dowling & Anthony B. Farrell 
presentation of comedy in two acts (six 
scenes) by A. B. Shiffrin. Stars Eddie 
Dowling, features Joan McCracken. Staged 
by John Larson; incidental music, Fill 


Irwin; scenery, lighting, costumes, John 
E. Blankenchip. At Booth, N. Y., Jan. 18, 
’51; $4.80 top ($6 opening). 
SEE > 0:43 0:06-6:3066606.008 85s Eddie Dowling 
UMN io 6 0.6.0 6'9-0.6544006666K66 65.00 eee 
Danny O’Keefe...... eeee. Clark Williams 
Lizzie Shaw....... eesees.¥Oan McCracken 
BEML » 5 03-5 00.64 6090660060-6.0< John Farrell 
Duke Jones.....cccocscccee-- Willie Lewis 
| Timothy Spangle..... e+-.-Herbert Evers | 
G8 3:6555.0006060 604660008 — Lautner 
| Bee Mam. ..c.scss eeoeess- Arthur Oshlag 
| Petes. Nag.’ s2ccscec ees Elizabeth Kerr 





| Perhaps with more restraint and 
‘a little more imagination, “Angel 
'in the Pawnshop” might have been 
‘a delightful play. It has an appeal- 
| ing premise and many nice little 
‘touches, but its writing goes over- 
| board on whimsy and its presenta- 
|tion is sticky with sentimentality. 
|The result rates as a near-miss. 

The atmosphere and style of the 
‘show suggest Saroyan’s “Time of 
‘Your Life,’ but is apparently in- 


tended as a parable about inno-.| 


'eence, kindliness, love, violence 
| and death. It has something of the 
Saroyanesque fantasy, without the 
exuberance that distinguished 
|“Time of Your Life.” 
cially in its final scenes, it becomes 
, mawkish. 

| In fairy-story fashion the play 
| shows how a young woman, yearn- 
_ing for escape into the past, comes 
to the curio-ciuttered hockshop run 
by a gentle old man she knew as a 


girl. She is followed by her gang- | 


| ster-husband who tries to force her 
ito go back with him, and by a 
| picaresque young writer, a friendly 
, interne, a happy-go-lucky clarinet 
player and various other eccentrics. 

Between passages of saccharine 
conversation there are several 
‘touching moments as the girl 


fects heightening the magical at- 
| mosphere. But the little fable is 
| finally swamped in bathos as the 
| gangster is killed, the girl marries 
‘the author and the pawnbroker 
symbol of God dies alone onstage 
,at the curtain. 

Eddie Dowling, who apparently 
can’t resist plays with a philosoph- 
|ical fantasy quality, not only wal- 


lows in sentimentality as the pawn- | 


| broker, but generally overplays, as 
|if he were afraid the audience 
, couldn’t appreciate anything ex- 
| cept the most obvious. As the girl, 
_Joan McCracken is visually attrac- 
_ tive, particularly in the dance se- 
aoenees, but her performance lacks 
dimension vocally. Of the support- 
ing players, Herbert Evers is lika- 
_ble as the writer, Willie Lewis is 
effective as the clarinet player, Jo- 
|seph Lautner plausible as the in- 
_terne, John Farrell engaging as an 
-ecstatic drunk, and Elizabeth Kerr 


| Joe Hungry Horse..... 


And, espe- | 


laughable as a high-pressure liter- 


ary agent. 


Perhaps not entirely by coinci- 


dence, John Larson’s staging has 
some of the uninhibited quality of 
'Dowling’s performance, but Will 


Irwin's incidental music is so at- 
'mospherie as to suggest there 
might have been even more of it, 
‘and John E. Blankenchip’s pawn- 
| shop setting is a a So 
obe, 


Four Twelves Are 48 


Richard Aldrich & Richard Myers, with 
Julius Fleischmann, presentation of Otto 


Preminger production of comedy in three | 


acts by Joseph Kesselring. Features Anne 
Revere, Hiram Sherman, Ludwig Donath, 
Joshua Shelley, Doro Merande, Pat Crow- 
ley, Royal Dano, Ernest Truex. Staged by 
Preminger; setting, Raymond Sovey; cos- 
tumes, Peggy Morrison. At 48th Street, 
N. ¥.. Jan. 17, ’51; $4.80 top ($6 open- 
ing). 


Qe eee ee Rosetta Le Noire 
Dorothy Bawke...........-..-Pat Crowley 
eae eeecececsesc Bu. COmen 
Philippa évsctnececes Oe 2 Gee 
Pee SOL. s sac aavanan'a Joshua Shelley 


Anton Allerman-Spaacher Ludwig Donath 
Mrs. Kelly.... Mrs. Priestly Morrison 
Uncle Snake Tooth 


PeGeeee TRWRE. .. ..ccceces Anne Revere 
Calendula Watkins.......Eulabelle Moore 
Mary Bawke.......e« 660 Ruth Taylor | 
Philip Dupre... ...ccscecs. Hiram Sherman 
MEN DOOD. «ods cc cesedses Doro Merande 


.......-Royal Dano 
“Dr.” Berrystone...... Morton L. Stevens 





This minor mishap is of negligi- 
ble significance. It’s a petty mis- 
demeanor by author Joseph Kes- 
selring, who was credited with the 
writing of ‘‘Arsenic and Old Lace,” 
and by co-producer-director Otto 
Preminger. Otherwise, it’s merely 
another. instance of several indom- 
itable actors somehow retaining 
their dignity under embarrassing 
circumstances, . 

“Four Twelves Are 48” is a farce 
about three generations of Indian 
women who have become unmar- 
ried mothers at 12 and a fourth 
who innocently thinks she is going 
to repeat the pattern. This dubious 
situation is embroidered with the 
customary assortment of complica- 
tions, 
question of taste, the proceedings 


| are neither believable nor funny. 


Nevertheless, Anne Revere 
achieves conviction as the 48- 
year-old great-grandmother 
actually creates a few moments of 


tenderness in an awkwardly writ- | 
ten love scene with Ludwig Donath. | 


Similarly, Hiram Sherman, in his 
first Broadway appearance since 
returning from a successful Lon- 
don engagement in “Brigadoon,” 
‘combines plausibility and wit as a 
vague millionaire. Other credible 
performances are given by Ernest 
| Truex, Joshua Shelley, Doro Me- 
jrande, Pat Crowley, Royal Dano, 
| Billy James, Jane Du Frayne, Mrs. 
|Priestly Morrison, Morton L 
| Stevens and Donath. 

Preminger has provided stock 
‘company direction, but Raymond 
| Sovey’s scenery looks authentic and 
| properly keyed for comedy. Hobe. 
| (Closed Jan. 18, '50, after two 
| performances. ) 


Brig’ $24,200 in Split 


Memphis, Jan. 23. 
| John Yorke’s touring “Briga- 
‘doon” production had a healthy 
week's business ending Saturday 
night (20) here. The musical 





grossed a total of $24,200 on the, 


stanza, which opened with Sunday 


and Monday night (14-15) perform- | 


ances in Kansas City and stands 
in Little Rock and here. 

Show is currently in New Or- 
leans, 


| 





Shows in Rehearsal 
| Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
'CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta), 





| “Green Bay Tree” (D)—Shepard 
| Traube, prod.-dir. 

“Green Pastures” (M)— Dwight 
| Deere Wilman, prod.; Mare Con- 
i nelly, dir, 

“High Ground” 
| Rosen, prod.; 


(D)\—Albert H. 
Herman Shunmlin, 


“King of Friday’s Men” (D)— 
ae Grace, prod.; John Burrell, 

ir. 

“Moon Is Blue” (C)—Richard 
|Aldrich & Richard Myers, Julius 
|Fleischmann, Otto Preminger, 
| prods.; Preminger, dir. 
| “Not for Children” (D)— Play- 
— Co., prod.; Elmer Rice, 
| dir. 
|. “Peer Gynt” (D)—Cheryl Craw- 
ford-Roger L. Stevens, prods.; Lee 
| Strasberg, dir. 

“Razzle Dazzle” (R)—David Heil- 
| weill, Derrick Lynn-Thomas, 
|prods.; Edward Reveaux, dir. 


| don, prod.; George S. Kaufman, 
ir. 
HOLLYWOOD 
| “Mr, Big Shot” (C)—Edmond 
| Angelo, prod.-dir. 
| “Roger The Sixth” (C)—William 


Jarvis, Ted Tetrick, prods.; Jarvis, 
‘dir. 


Ernest Truex | 


| Florida Friebus has been elected | 
|chairman of Equity Library Thea- 


| “Bell, 


and | 


“Small Hours” (CD)—Max Gor-, 


Legit Bits 
Maurice Winters, company man- 
‘ager of “South Pacific,” under- 
;went major surgery last Friday |and Arthur Miller have taken an 
(19) in Lenox Hill hospital, N. Y.| option on the film rights to Paul 
I, . . Peter Davis, Theatre Guild Osborne’s “Mornings at Seven," 
| business manager, planes to St. | with the idea of making a package 
Louis this weekend to see about deal for its production and release 
rearranging shipping of some of through a m.ujor Hollywood studio 
the scenery of the touring “Okla- |... Lois Lee is currently featured 
homa” by truck instead of rail, be- | with the Detroit Civic Light Opera 
‘cause of the recently-increased |... With its recent $40,000 divi. 
freight rates His fiancee, | dend, “Gentlemen Prefer Blondes” 
Jacquelyn Van Natter, production has distributed profits of $360,000 
manager of the Atlantic Opera Co.,;on its $200,000 investment... , 
will be in St. Louis at the same | Backers of the Leland ~ Haye 
time, as house guest of the Paul | ward-Herman Shumlin production, 
Beismans (he’s manager of the, “Daphne Laureola,” have received 
American theatre there)... a return of 30° on the $55,000 in- 
though Jay Robinson suggested | vestment. 
the revival of “Green Bay Tree” Kippee Valez won a role in 
and has an investment of $13,450 “Mike McCauley,” which Rich. 
in the Shepard Traube presenta-| ard W. Krakeur and Fred F., Fin. 
tion, he voluntarily gave up his klehoffe will try out at the Lobero, 
\leading part, with Denholm Elliott Santa Barbara, Cal., Friday (26)... 
succeeding. Latter closed Satur-| Mabel Albertson will play the 
day night (20) in “Ring Round the femme lead opposite Donald Woods 
Moon,” for which he was brought | in “Roger the Sixth” at El Capitan, 
'from London. | Hollywood next Tuesday (30), 


Current Road Shows 


(Jan. 22-Feb, 4) 


production of “High Ground,” cur. 
rently in rehearsal ... Elia Kazan 





tre . . . Jose Ferrer will be star, 
director and co-producer’ with 
Milton Baron of the George M. 





he show, “Musical Comedy " s 
Man” Pp Og Albert H.|,, “Apple of His Eye”—KRNT 
Rosen’s production of the Char- Sere. “Neg tay (22); Aud., 
lotte Hastings thriller has been re- 2 : eh : “" (23); Orpheum, 
titled “High Ground.” It was pre- | @nsas y (24-29); Arcadia, 
viously called “Strange Sanc-| Wichita (30-31); Convention Hall, 


Tulsa (1); Home, Oklahoma City 
i(2); Robinson Aud., Little Rock 
(3). 

. “As air Sty It”—Metropolitan, 
il 1 | how-of-the-Month Seattle (22-27); Royal, Victoria 
—. pre Snag las ge B. C, (29-30); International Cinema, 
John van Druten comedy... | Vancouver (31-3). 

Chandos Sweet is company mana-|_ “Billy Budd” (tryout) — Shubert, 
ger and Richard Maney pressagent New Haven (24-27); Forrest, Phila, 
of “Moon Is Blue”... Ben Boyar | (29-3), 

is company manager and Nat! “Brigadoon” — Civic, New Or- 


tuary,” but was originally done in 

London as “St. Bonaventure.” 
Irene M. Selznick, producer of | 

Book and Candle,” finally 


Dorfman p.a. of “Small Hoyrs” |leans (22-28); Lanier Aud., Monte 
but even disregarding the) 


- - « “Open the Gates,” religious gomery, Ala. (30); Albany, Albany 
musical with score by Dai-Keong Ga, (31); Peabody Aud., Daytona, 
Lee and book by Robert Payne, Fla. (1-2); Aud., Orlando (3). 

will be presented Feb. 22 by the “Come Back, Little Sheba” — 


Blackfriars’s Guild, N. Y....| . : 
Patricia Morison sailed Saturday Gayety, Wash. (22-27); Walnut, 


(20) on the Queen Mary to repeat rma, (29-3). ™ . 
her original role in the London Death of a Salesman”—Ford's, 
edition of “Kiss Me, Kate.” | Baltimore (22-27); Gayety, Washe 
Passengers on the same liner in- |ington (29-3), 
cluded Lemuel Ayers, co-producer | Diamond Lil” — Town_ Hall, 
of the show in New York; actress | Toledo (22-24); Hartman, Colume 
Flora Robson and London pro-| bus (25-27); Coliseum, Evansville, 
ducer John Harding. |Ind. (29); Memorial Aud., Louise 
David Lipsky now pressagent on ville (30-31); Ryman, Aut., Nashe 
“Twentieth Century” (Fulton, | Ville (1); Temple, Birmingham (2); 
\N. Y.)... . William Gibberson to oo Aud., Montgomery, Ala. 
play opposite Vicki Cummings in S 
‘the Houston, Tex., Playhouse! _ D’Oyly Carte—Royal Alexandra, 
‘opening production of “Candle: | Toronto (22-27). 
light” Feb, 21. Guardsman” (tryout) — Erlan- 
Ben Levine’s new comedy, “The ger, Buffalo (25-27); Hanna, Cleve, 
-Maudlin Hour,” will be premiered | (29-3). e 
‘tomorrow night (Thurs.) through! .“I Know My Love”—Taft Aud, 
‘Sunday night (28) by the Dramatic Cimey (22-27); Victory, Dayton 
Workshop, at the President thea- | (29-30); Hartman, Columbus (31-3), 
tre. N. ¥.... Text of “Season! _ “Innocents” — Erlanger, Phila, 
in the Sun,” Wolcott Gibbs’ com- | (22-3). : 
edy, is published this week by King of Friday’s Men” (tryout) 
Random House, illustrated with |—McCarter, Princeton (27); Plyme 
| scenes from the current Broadway ,°uth, Boston (29-3). ; 
production and with a jacket de-|_ “Kiss Me, Kate” — Biltmore, 
‘signed by Charles Addams... L, A, (22-27); Arlington, Santa Bar- 
David Kanter will be technical di- | bara (29-30); Civic Aud., Pasadena 
rector of the London production | (31-1); Munic. Aud., Long Beach 
of “The Consul,” to be presented | (2-3). as ; 
at the Cambridge theatre, Feb. 16 _ “Mike MacCauley” (tryout) — 
by Laurence Ol:vier, Chandler Lobero, Santa Barbara (26-27); 
Cowles and Chappell, Ltd. He Geary, San Francisco (29-3). 
flies to England tomorrow (Thurs.)| “Mister Roberts” (Henry Fonda) 
‘after attending tonight’s tryout !—Nixon, Pittsburgh (22-27); Tatt 
opening of the Cowles-Anthony B, Aud., Cincinnati (29-3). 
Farrell production of “Billy Budd” “Mister Roberts” (John For- 
in New Haven. | sythe-Tod Andrews) — His Majes- 
The London revival of “Peter | ty’s, Montreal (22-27); Royal Alex 
Pan,” starring Margaret Lock- | andra, Toronto (29-3). 
|wood, opens a six-week provincial! “Not for Children” (tryout) — 
‘tour next Monday night (29), the | Klein Aud., Bridgeport (30); Shu- 
‘same night the Broadway revival, | bert, New Haven (31-3). 
co-starring Jean Arthur and Boris, “Oklahoma” —Aud., Rochester, 
| Karloff, starts its tour with an en- | Minn. (22-23); Vocational H. S, 
'gagement in Boston ... With) La Crosse, Wis. (25); Orpheum, 
Elisabeth Bergner and A, E. Mat-; Davenport (26-27); American, St. 
'thews co-starred, “The Gay In-| Louis (29-3). 
valid,” Barry Jackson’s adaptation; “Peter Pan”—Opera House, Bos- 
of Moliere’s “Le Malade Imagi- ton (29-3), 
naire,” opens in London tonight) “Romeo and Juliet” (tryout) — 
| (Wed.) aa an extended tryout Cass, Detroit (22-3) (Reviewed in 
tour... Joyce Recman, last seen VARIETY this week). 
on Broadway as co-star with Rex! “Rose Tattoo” (tryout) — Erlan- 
|Harrison in “Anne of the Thou- ger, Chi. (22-27) (Reviewed in 
‘sand Days,” returns to the stage | VARIETY, Jan. 10, °50). , 
in a new Ronald Jeans comedy,| “South Pacific’ — Shubert, Chi. 
'“Count Your Blessings,” to be pre- | (22-3). 
sented in London soon. The ac-|. “Streetcar Named Desire” — 
tress’ permanent home is in Ire-| American, St. Louis (22-27); Murat, 
land, where she is married and has Indianapolis (29-31); Town Hall, 
a small chilc .., T. S. Eliot is one Toledo (1-3), 
lof the literary directors of the| “Ti Coq” (tryout)—Harris, Chi. 
Group Theatre of London, which | (22-3) (Reviewed in Variety, May 
is planning productions of “The | 24, "50; Nov. 15, °50), 
Flies,” by Jean-Paul Sartre; “The |_ “Where’s Charley?” — Shubert, 
Power and the Glory,” by Graham | Boston, (22-27). 


Greene; “Mother Courage,” by 
Lunts $31,500, Cleve. 


Berthold Brecht; a new translation 
Cleveland, Jan. 23. 


of “Life’s a Dream,” by Pedro 

Calderon, and perhaps W. H. 
_ Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne, 
in “I Know My Love,” nearly hit 


Auden’s adaptation of Jean Coc- 

o> Na Knights of the Round 
able. |a sellout here, ringing up $31,500 
Michael O’Shea, associate press- | in eight sepiienaatan a 164.35 top 

agent to Bill Doll, has been elected | at the Hanna last week. 

to overall membership in the| House is dark until Jeanette 

Assn. of Theatrical Press Agents, MacDonald and Gene Raymond ar- 


& Managers. He's handling the) ri “ ards- 
‘publicity. on Albert H. Sese ~~ ro a4 Monday (29) in “The Gu 
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Wildberg Nix of Passage Money 
Seen Sparking Equity Squabbl 


Possible dispute is brewing be-+4- 


tveen Actors Equity and John 
Wildberg, producer of “Black Chif- 
fon.” Matter involves $400, cov- 
ering the passage of Flora Robson, 
star of the Lesley Storm play, back 
to England. Wildberg has report- 
edly refused to pay the money, 
which is required under the ac- 
tress’ contract and is covered by 
the Equity bond. 

if the producer fails to make 
good, Equity will take the issue to 
arbitration and attempt to deduct 
the amount from the bond. 
while, the price of the passage is 
understood to have been advanced 
by Miss Robson’s attorney, Lloyd 
Vv. Almirall. Equity has not heard 
directly fron. Wildberg, who is on 
the Coast, but his general manager, 
Nick Holde, has thus far declined 
to pay the $400. 

Miss Robson sailed for England 
last Saturday (20) on the Queen 
Mary. “Chiffon” closed a week 
earlier at the 48th Street, N. Y. 
lt had previously repaid the back- 
ers their $50,000 investment; but 
may involve the producer in some 
other incidental expenses. 


Equity Community Legit 
Seen Operating in Black 
In N.Y. Bronx This Season 


With advance ticket subscriptions 
running more than 100% ahead of 
last year, the Equity Community 
Theatre presentations at De Witt 
Clinton high school, in the Bronx, 
N. Y., may operate in the black 
this season. 
active support from various local 
organizations and _ establishments, 





and appears to be solidly estab-| 


lished. 

Possible factor in the improved 
prospects for this season is the can- 
cellation of Thursday night per- 
formances, which were relatively 
sparsely attended last year. Tickets 
for those shows are being switched 
to Sunday nights, with the Friday 
and Saturday night performances 
scheduled on the same basis as be- 
fore. 

Alexander’s department store in 
the Bronx is buying 900 seats for 
each of the ECT shows this season, 
for distribution among its em- 


ployees. Other local establishments | 


are also taking blocks of seats on 


a similar basis, and various local | 
are supplying equipment, | 


firms 
props, etc., gratis or at reduced 
terms. 

The season opens Feb. 9-11 with 
the presentation of “Missouri Leg- 
end” and will also include “Major 
Barbara,” Feb. 23-25; “Babes in 


Arms,” March 9-11, and “You Can't | 


Take It With You,” April 6-8. The 
operation is run by the Equity Li- 
brary Theatre committee in coop- 
eration with the N. Y. C. board of 
education. 


SIZABLE SKED FOR FLA. 
CIRCUIT NEXT SEASON 


Circuit of Floria theatres, formed 
recently to play touring legit shows, 
ballets, operas and concerts, may 
have a sizable schedule for next 
season, Already set for the current 
season are “Brigadoon” and Bal- 
let theatre, and thus far booked 
for next season are “Oklahoma,” 





“Kiss Me, Kate,” Sadler’s Wells | 


Ballet and “Mister Roberts.” 


Ben Segal, general manager for 
producer-theatre vwner Anthony 
Brady Farrell, is New York book- 
ing representative for the circuit, 
which includes new, air-cooled the- 
atres in Miami and Miami Beach, 
Daytona, Tampa, Gainesville, Ocala 
and Ft. Lauderdale. The Miami or 
Miami Beach dates are being 
booked for a full week, with the 
remainder of the circuit adding a 
Second week. 





Special Kid Matinees 


For ‘Peter Pan’ in Chi 


Chicago, Jan. 23. 
Herb Carlin, manager of the Chi- 
“250 Civic Opera House, will insti- 
tute a special matinee for the Chi- 
cago “Peter Pan” engagement to 


E.ve school children an opportun. | 


l\y to see it. In addition to the 
'esular Saturday afternoon show, 
Carlin is adding a Friday matinee 
“ith a $2.50 net top. 


Mean- | 


The project is getting 





Card to Stage 2 Operas 
For Touring Next Fall 


Virginia Card, who’s’ done 
Soprano leads in Broadway and 


| 
| 
| 


Summer al fresco operettas, has | 


been signed to produce and direct 
two operas, “Carmen” and “Mar- 


|riage of Figaro,” for Celebrity 
Artists. Productions will be toured 


next fall, with a minimum seven- | 


week tour. 


Operas will be done in English, 
in versions by Miss Card’s late 
husband, musical comedy lead 
George Houston. Miss Card will 
also sing role of Susanna in 
“Figaro.” This will be her first 
producing-directing stint. 


Stewart’s ‘The Kidders’ 
May Get Brattle Tryout 
A la ‘The Relapse’ Setup 


Robert Whitehead, who recently 
postponed production of the new 
Donald Ogden Stewart drama, 
| “The Kidders,” because of casting 


| difficulties, is dickering for a try- 
| out of the play at the Brattle the- 
'atre, Cambridge, Mass. It would 
be done this spring on a limited- 
budget setup somewhat similar to 
that under which “The Relapse” 
was produced iast fall by Brattle 
and the Theatre Guild. That is, 
the physical production would be 
done in the Brattle shop, with the 
tryout engagement at their theatre 
and the Brattle organization en- 
titled to a share in the profits from 
the Broadway run. 

Whitehead had previously planned 
to present the play on Broadway 
this winter under the usual com- 
mercial setup, but when he could 





Harold Clurman withdrew as di- 


,rector in order to stage the new 


Lillian Hellman drama for Kermit 
Bloomgarden. No indication has 
been given as who will now han- 
dle the direction of the Stewart 
| show, 


Pending approval by Actors 
Equity of the appearance of Her- 
mione Gingold, plans are nearing 


out a revue starring the British 
comedienne. It’s pointed out that 
the union regulations do not bar 
Miss Gingold’s appearance in the 
show, but that the okay is merely 
a formality. Rehearsals of the pro- 
duction are due to start Feb. 12 


under the direction of Mary Hunt- | 


er, with the Brattle tryout sched- 
uled to open March 5. 


Miss Hunter will be associated 
in the Broadway presentation, with 
the Brattle outfit getting its usual 
share of the profits. The tryout is 
budgeted at $7,500 and the Broad- 
way edition is expec.ed to cost 
about $60,000. The show will con- 
sist of selections from material 
from “Sweet and Low,” “Sweeter 
and Lower” and “Sweetest and 


Lowest,” in which Miss Gingold ap- | 


peared several years ago in Lon- 
don. 





Marj. Lawrence in Opera 
Debut in Native Aussie 


Ex-Met star Marjorie Lawrence 


completion for the Brattle to try- | 


‘Roberts’ Gal Alternate 


To Start for Home Fans 


Cincinnati, Jan. 23. 
Pairicia Ferris, who alternates 
with Marilyn Wilkinson in the role 
of the Army nurse in the Henry 
| Fonda company of “Mister Rob- 
/erts,” will play the part during 
_the entire run at the Taft audit- 
orium here next week. Switch was 
authorized by Leland Hayward, 
producer of the play, to give Miss 
Ferris a chance to be seen by her 

hometown relatives and friends. 
The two actresses have been 
| playing alternate performances in 
the Thomas Heggen-Joshua Logan 


| play since the Boston engagement | 


last summer. The nurse is the sole 
femme part. 





Song & Dance For 
Cornelia Skinner 


Cornelia Qtis Skinner will prob- 
| ably sing and dance in her new 
| solo drama, “Paris in the ’90s,” 
which she will write this spring 
and try out in strawhats next sum- 
mer in preparation for presenta- 
‘tion on Broadway and the road 
next season. The work will be her 





/most ambitious show to date, with | 


scenery by Donald Oenslager, cos- 
tumes by Holmes and a special 
musical score by Kay Swift. 

The actress-author will fly Feb. 
20 to France to complete extensive 
research on the project, on which 
she has been gathering material 
for several years. 
in March she will go to her coun- 
try home on Long Island to do the 
actual writing of the show. 

Miss Skinner has recently been 
playing a number of engagements 


On her return’ 


| Broadway. 


| urday 


— 


Equity Votes Single Rules Change; 
Chorus Demands ‘More Equality’ 





Asst. D.A. Plays His Role 
For Pitt G&S ‘Jury’ 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 23. 
As one of the features of the 


Pennsylvania Bar Assn. convention | 


here last week, the Pittsburgh 
Savoyards, local Gilbert and Sulli- 
van organization which annually 
does three productions, put on a 


Jury.” 

It was possibly the first time in 
that operetta’s history, however, 
that the role of the counsel for 


ithe plaintiff was type-cast. It was | 


sung by Nick Stone, an assistant 
district attorney in Allegheny 
County. A baritone, Stone joined 
the Savoyards as one of their per- 
|manent stock members about six 
months ago. 


Connelly Has Week to Get 





Needed Coin on ‘Pastures’ 


Due to Wiman Passing 


If author-director Mare Connelly 


eam raise the necessary financing | 


| Within a week, the revival of 


“Green Pactures” will continue in | 


rehearsal and be_ presented on 

Otherwise, it will be 
abandoned. The production, budg- 
eted at $150,000, was to have been 
presented by Dwight Deere Wi- 
man, but after his death last Sat- 


(20) the executives of the 


|Wiman company decided to under- 
write the project only long enough 


| to give Connelly a chance to ob- 


in her one-woman dramas. For the | tain the needed coin from other 
week ending Jan. 13 she grossed | sources. 


$10,300 at the Gayety, Washington. | 





DICK LAMARR GETS 406 | 
IN ‘KISS ME, KATE” CLAIM 


not cast it according to schedule, | 


- $40,000 plus interest last week in 
his suit in N. Y. supreme. court 
against Saint Subber and Lemuel 
Ayers, producers of “Kiss Me, 
Kate.” The case involved LaMarr’s 
claim that he was instrumental in 
_arranging the production and fi- 
| nancing of the Cole Porter musical. 
'He sued for $50,00C damages. 

The suit had been pending near- 
'ly two years, but recently went to 
trial before Judge Philip Halpern 
of Buffalo. Howard E. Reinheimer 


‘was attorney for LaMarr and the | Lina Abarbanell. 


| Wiman’s other productions will 
ly. The Olivia de Havilland re- 
vival of “Romeo and Juliet,” cur- 
rently trying out in Detroit, will 
be brought to Broadway as sched- 
uled, if it looks promising. “Coun- 


Richard LaMarr was awarded | try Girl,” the Clifford Odets drama 


} at the Lyceum, N. Y., is playing to 
|near-capacity business and_ will 
continue undisturbed. 

The “Romeo and Juliet” produc- 
| tion is financed at $150,000, with 
{listed investors including the late 
producer, putting up $122,500 un- 
der his own name; his industrial- 
ist-brother Charles, $7,500, and 
general manager Forrest C. Har- 
| ing, $20,000. General partners in 
_the project were listed as the pro- 





ducer, Haring, business manager J. | 


| H. Del Bondio and casting director 
Pending the for- 


firm of Paul, Weiss, Wharton & mation of a new setup by the ex- 


_Garrison represented the defend- 
ants. 


/ecutors of the estate, the produc- 
tion activities will be handled by 


LaMarr testified that for helping Haring, Del Bondio and Miss Abar- 


set up the show in the summer and_ banell. 


fall of 1948 he was promised 5% 


of the profits. “Kate” opened -Dec. | 


30 of that year and was an imme- 
diate smash. It has thus far paid 
‘profits of around $750,000 on its 
$180,000 investment. 





Penthouse to Resume 


° é 9 the ANTA Playhouse, N. Y., had an 
With Lederer- Arms unusual financing setup involving | 


| Atlanta, Jan. 23. 
' Penthouse theatre, 
i'showease atop downtown Hotel 


‘Ansley, will kick off the second | 


half of the current season Monday 
/(29) with George Bernard Shaw’s 
\“Arms and the Man.” Francis 
| Lederer, who had been playing the 


is returning to her native Australia’ j}ead in the same show on Broadway 


next month to sing in opera there 
for the first time. Soprano is due 


in Aussie by plane Feb. 27. She'll | 


_do six performances each as Isolde 
‘in “Tristan and Isolde” and Am- 
neris in “Aida” in March with the 
_National Opera Co. 

| Singer will also be guest solo- 
ist with the Australian Broadcast- 
_ing Commission (ABC) orchestra, 
under direction of Eugene Goos- 
sens, at opening of the Australian 
| Parliament in Canberra May 11. 
Miss Lawrence will, in addition, do 
four performances each of concert 
versions of “Salome” and “Elek- 
tra,” appear in 18 concerts with 
various orchestras under direction 
of Goossens and Sir Bernard He- 
nize, and give 12 recitals, for a 


| total of 51 appearances in all Down | 


| Under. 

Entire tour is at invite of the 
Australian government, in connec- 
tion with its Golden Jubilee year, 
and will be under management of 
ithe ABC, 


‘which shuttered Saturday (20), 
will star. 
Penthouse, a 450-seater in what 


was formerly Ansley’s night spot, 


Greek-type , cule 


Rainbow Roof, did a successful 12- | 


| week season prior to the holidays. 


house's 43rd play. Lederer, who 
appeared in Lux Television The- 
‘atre show Monday (22) night in 
|N. Y., will direct this play himself. 
| Elsbeth Hofmann 
| Appy are co-producers for Pent- 





MIDGET ANGELS IN 
ON ANTA ‘BERNARDA’ 


“House of Bernarda _ Alba,” 
| Which closed Saturday night (20) 
|after a scheduled two-week run at 





: ; 
/_a number of backers in for minus- 


amounts. Production was 
‘financed at $5,000 and the invest- 
ment units were as low as $20. 

Among the midget angels were 
'Actors Equity official Ben Irving, 
$20; playwright Barrie Stavis, $50. 
Actor Leon Janney put up $100, and 
co-producer Lily Turner, $950. 


Old D. C. Belasco May 


Reopen as GI Canteen 
Washington, Jan. 23. 
It looks as though the old Belas- 





- co theatre may reopen in the spring 
'“Arms and the Man” will be Pent- | 


as a servicemen’s canteen, operat- 
ing as it did through most 
World War II. 


,eral Services Administration, which 


and Jerry) 


house and Robert McBride, general | 


'manager. Joe Starr is stage man- 
_ager. Miss Hofmann, and husband, 
_Don Gibson, are in New York at 
'present where she is lining up 
plays for the rest of the season. 


Permanent members of company 
‘already signed are Shirley Krayble, 
Laura McClure, Bill Kemp and 
Helen Mayon. Miss Hofmann, 
Appy. McBride and Starr also ap- 
pear in acting roles in Penthouse 
, plays. 


controls the property, has offered | 
it to the D. C. Commissoners to op- | 


erate for that purpose. Commis- 
sioners in turn have. asked the 
D. C. Armed Services Hospitality 


Committee to decide whether the 


Belasco offer should be accepted. 


The Belasco is located’ on 
Lafayette Square, diagonally across 
from the White House. The Amer- 
ican Legion recently asked-to op- 
erate it as a servicemen’s center. 
However, the Legion was nixed be- 
cause the Government didn’t want 
to turn the property over to one. 


‘specia) group. 


special performance of “Trial By 


probably not be affected material- | 


of | 
The Federal Gen- | 


+ Membership of Actors Equity is 


/apparently well satisfied with the 
| administration of the union. That 
_ Was indicated at the recessed quar- 
'terly membership meeting Mon- 


} 

|day (22) at the Astor hotel, N. Y., 
when the relatively small turnout 
voted down all but one of seven 
proposed constitutional amend- 
ments and thereby sustaining the 
recommendations of the council. 


Fact that only about 400 mem- 
bers attended the session is figured 
as demonstrating that the member- 
ship generally approves the policies 
and operation of the union, al- 
| though officers and council mem- 
bers had been hopeful there would 
be a larger turnout to provide a 
clearer indication of sentiment on 
the proposed amendments. Only 
constitutional change approved by 
the meeting affords an involved 
procedure under which the mem- 
bership may override a council veto 
of resolutions passed by the mem- 
bership. It was passed by a vote 
of approximately three to one, 
about the same margin by which 
other proposed amendments were 
defeated. Gerald Savory was chosen 
chairman of a new committee to 
study the constitution. 


The membership of the affiliate 
Chorus Equity, at its quarterly 
meeting last Friday (19) voted a 
resolution instructing its delegates 
on the Equity council to fight for 
“more equality” (presumably as 
distinct from “equality”) of repre- 
sentation for CE on that body. The 
session also voted encorsement of 
| its executive committee. About 176 
members were present. 


Wymetal Re-Pacted For 
5th Pitt Operetta Season; 
Choate Set as Biz Mgr. 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 23. 


Edward Choate, Broadway pro- 
ducer and pressagent, has been ap- 
pointed business manager of the 
Civic Light Opera Co. here. He 
replaces Sam Handelsman, who re- 
cently resigned after two years on 
the staff of the al fresco venture. 


At the same time, the board of 
| directors announced that William 
Wymetal had been e igaged again 
as managing direer of the venture 
'for the fifth straight season. Shows 
will be presented again this year 
| at Pitt Stadium, since the opera 
‘company’s own amphitheatre in 
| Schenley Park will not be able to 
_be built for the duration of the 
present emergency on account of 
| government regulations. 


| Choate will be the fourth busi- 
‘ness manager in six years for the 
‘civic group. 

Pending the start of operations 
of the arena theatre circuit he 
plans to manage, Handelman will 
probably serve as acting house 
manager of the Nixon, local tour- 
ing stand, according to Gabriel 
Rubin, who operates the house for 
a syndicate of owners. A perma- 
nent manager will be sought to 
take over the assignment next fall. 
As temporary manager, Handel- 
man will succeed Raiph Kettering, 
who resigned recently after dif- 
ferences with Rubin. Dispute was 
' taken to the board of governors of 





,the Assn. of Theatrical Press 
Agents & Managers, Kettering’s 
union. 


Until he starts active work on 
'the Civie Light Opera assignment 
/ here, Choate will continue as pub- 
|licity associate with Broadway 
'pressagents George and Dorothy 
Ross. He recently completed two 
seasons as general manager for the 
Margaret Webster touring reper- 
tory troupe. 


Dauphin-‘Roberts’ Set 

For Paris Opening Feb. 2 

Paris, Jan. 16. 

Claude Dauphin is currently re- 
hearsing “Mister Roberts” at the 
Varieties here, where it is due to 
open Feb. 2 after the Maurice 
Chevalier one-man show has closed 
there. 

Before playing Paris the show 


will get a tryout in provincial 
Lyons. 








Don Gillies of the Volkoff Bal- 
let, Toronto, has been signed by 
Ninette de Valois, founder-direc- 
tor of the Sadler’s Wells Ballet, 


and becomes ‘the only Canadian 
al 


iwith the troune. 
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B’way in Upbeat; ‘Angel’ $8,300 in 4; 


‘Twelves Flops, ‘Lear, ‘Enemy Stay; 
‘Darkness $22,600, 


The Broadway b.o. took a healthy 
spurt last week. Business was 
ahead of the previous semester 
from the start, and continued to 
improve, hitting capacity at most 
shows for the Friday and Saturday 
evening (19-20) performances. Two 
scheduled closings, “King Lear” 
and “Enemy of the People,” were 
held over on the strength of the 
better conditions. 

The total gross for all 27 shows 
reached $719,000, or 83°: of 
capacity. The previous week's 
corrected total for 27 shows was 
$676,300, or 78%c. 

Last week's closings were ‘Four 

Twelves Are 48," “Ring Round the 


Moon.” “Arms and the Man,” 
“House of Bernarda Alba” and 
“Royal Family.” Due to shutter 


next Saturday (27) is “Peter Pan,” 
which will tour, and perhaps one 
oiher current production. One 
opening is slated for this week and 
five (including a return) are carded 
for next week. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama', R (Revue), 
Al ‘Musical’, O (Opera). 

Other parenthetic figures refer, 
respectively, to top price, number 
of seats and capacity gross. Price | 
dicliges 20° amusement tax, but 
grosses are net: ie., exvclusive of 
tar: 

“Affairs of State,” Music Box 
(18th wk: (C-$4.80; 1,012; $26,874). 
Topped $27,100 ‘previous week, 
$27,000). 

“Angel in the Pawnshop,” Booth 
(ist wk) (D-$4.80; 712; $20,365). 
Opened Thursday night (18) to one 
favorable notice (Chapman, News} 
and seven negative ones (Atkinson, 
Times; Barnes, Herald Tribune; | 
Coleman, Mirror; McClain, Jour- 
nal-American; Hawkins, World- 
Telegram & Sun; Pollock, Compass; 
Watts, Post’; first four perform- 
acces grossed $8,300. 

“Bell, Book and Candle,” Batry- | 
more (10th wk? (C-$4.80; 1,066; 
$28,060). Bettered capacity again, 
but party commissions limited the 
gross to almost $28,100 (previous 
week, $27,900). 

“Bless You All,” Hellinger (6th 
wk) (R-$7.20; 1,543; $55,000). Near- | 
ly $47,800 (previous week, $47,000). | 

“Call Me, Madam,” Imperial 
(15th wk) (M-$7.20; 1,400; $51,847). | 
The standee limit again at $52,500. 

“Country Girl,” Lyceum (11th 
wk) (D-$4.80; 995; $22,845). Almost 
$20,400 (previous week, $20,800). 

“Darkness at Noon,” Alvin (2d 
wk? (D-$4.80; 1,360; $34,276). About 
$22,600 ‘previous week, first two 
performances got $10,800, includ- | 
ing a $3,400 preview). 

“Enemy of the People,” Broad- | 
hurst (4th wk?) (D-$4.80; 1,160; | 
$32,000). Was scheduled to close > 
Saturday night (20', but last few | 
days’ rush pushed receipts to 
almost $23,500, so the revival is 
continuing with replacements for 


the stars, Fredric March and’ 
Florence Eldridge, who are going 
into another show (last week, | 
$13,400). 


“Four Twelve Are 48,” 
Street (1st wk) (C-$4.80; 925; $22,- 
165). Opened Wednesday night 
(17) to 
(Hawkins, World-Telegram & Sun) 
avd seven pans (Atkinson, Times; 
Burnes, Herald Tribune; Chapman, 
News; Coleman, Mirror; McClain, 
Journal-American; Pollock, Com- 
poss; Watts, Post); played two 
performances for gross of about 
$2500, closing Thursday night 
(18) for a loss of about $62,000. 

“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,” 
Zievfeld (59th wk) (M-$6; 1,628; 
$48 244). 
week, $42,200). 

“Guys and Dolls,” 46th Street 
(9th wk) (M-$6.60; 1,319; $44,000). 


Got the standee limit again, with | 


pirty commissions holding the 
Fross to $43,000 (previous week, 


$4,000), 

“Mapoy Time,” Plymouth (52d 
wk ‘(C-$4.80: 1,063; $29,019). 
Topped $23,900 (previous week, 
$ 2.100). 

“Mouse of Bernarda 
ANTA Playhouse (2d wk) (D-$3; 
94; $22,730). Under $5,200 for 
e tht performances (previous week, 
$18,000 for nine performances); 
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| $33,100 


| Nearly 


| after 


48th | 


one affirmative review | 


Tipped $45,000 (previous | 


Alba,” , 


Threshold’ $15,700 


closed Saturday night (20) after 


17 performances. 
“King Lear.” National (4th wk) 


(D-$4.80; 1,172; $29,534). Was due 
to fold Saturday night (20), but 
business pyramided to standee 


proportions and the revival is con- 
tinuing with the operating hookup 
trimmed to about $14,000; last 
week's gross nearly $25,800 (pre- 
vious week, $16,000). 

“Kiss Me, Kate,” Shubert (106th 
wk) (M-$6; 1,361; $40,847). Almost 
(previous week, $29,800). 


“Lady’s Not for Burning,” Roy- 


‘ale (llth wk) (C-$4.80; 1,035; $27,- 


100). Nearly 
week, $22,000). 
“Member of the Wedding,” Em- 
pire (54th wk) (D-$4.80; 1,082; $24,- 
196). Almost $12,500 (previous 
week, $11,900). 
“Out of This World,” 


$22,800 (previous 


Century 


(Sth wk) (M-$6; 1,645; $49,191). 
Nearly $48,500 (previous week, 
$48,600), 


“Peep Show,” Winter Garden 


| (29th wk) (R-$7.20; 1,519; $55,677). 


About $36,600 
nearly $32,000). 
“Peter Pan,” St. James (39th 
wk) (M-$4.80; 1,571; $34,500). Over 
$29,300 (previous week, $24,900). 

“Ring Round the Moon,” Beck | 
(9th wk) (C-$4.80; 1,214; $28,000). 
About $22,800 (previous week, $16,- 
500); closed Saturday night (20) 
after 69 performances, at a loss of 
around $100,000. 

Season in the Sun,” Cort (17th 
wk) (C-$4.80; 1,056; $24,101). Al- 
most $22,600 (previous week, $21,- 
600). 

“Second Threshold,” Morosco | 
(3d wk) (CD-$4.80; 914; $24,300). | 
$15,700 (previous week, | 


(previous week, 


$15,500). 


“South Pacific,” 
wk) (M-$6; 


Majestic (92d 
1,659; $50,186). As al- 


ways, all the house will hold, over | 


$50,800), 

“Twentieth Century,” Fulton 
(4th wk) (C-$4.80; 976; $23,228). 
Topped $23,500 ‘previous week, 
$23,000). 


Stock 
“Arms and the Man,” Arena/| 
/ {14th wk) (C-$3; 500; $10,600). 


About $4,500 (previous week, $3,- 
400); closed Saturday night (20) 
108 performances, approxi- 
mately breaking even on operation 
but not getting back any of the 


$5,000 investment for the produc- | 


tion. 


“Royal Family,” City Center (2d 
wk) (CD-$3; 3,025; $32,000). Almost 


closed Sunday night (21) after 16 
performances. 


Opening This Week 


“Richard II,” City Center (D-$3; | 


3,025; $32,000). Shakespeare re- 
vival, starring Maurice Evans, the 


‘third and final bill of the N. Y. C. 


Theatre Co. winter season; produc- 
tion budgeted at $35,000, cost about 
that (including two weeks’ opera- 
tion, but excluding $4,000 in 
bonds); opens tonight (Wed.). 


Future Schedule 


“Peer Gynt,” ANTA Playhouse, 
Jan, 28 (rehearsing). 


D’Oyly Carte, St. James, Jan. 
| (touring). 

“Where’s Charley?” 
‘Jan. 29 (touring). 
| “Green Bay Tree,” Golden, Feb. 
|1 (rehearsing). 
| “Rose Tattoo,” Beck, Feb. 3 
‘(trying out. 
| “Innocents,” Broadhurst, Feb. 5 
| (touring). 
| “Billy Budd,” Biltmore, Feb. 6 
i({trying out). 

“Not for Children,” 

| Feb. 8 (rehearsing). 

| “Razzle Dazzle,” Arena, Feb. 14 
, (rehearsing). 

“King of Friday’s Men,” Play- 
house, about Feb. 14 (rehearsing). 
| “Small Hours,” National, Feb. 15 
| (rehearsing). 
| “High Ground,” 48th Street, 
| Feb. 20 (rehearsing). 

“Mary Rose,” ANTA Playhouse, 
| Feb. 25. 

“Green Pastures,” unspecified 
‘theatre, Feb. 26 (rehearsing). 

| “Springtime Folly,” unspecified 
theatre, week of Feb. 26. 

“Moon Is Blue,” Miller, March 6 
(rehearsing). 

Lillian Hellman play, Coronet, 
March 7, 

“Romeo and Juliet,” unspecified 
theatre, March 9 (trying out). 

“King and I,” St. James, 
March 29. 


Broadway, 


Coronet, 


| 


“Make a Wish,” unspecified the- | 


atre. April 5. 
“Tree Grows in Brooklyn,” un- 
specified theatre, April 19. 


| Ballets de Paris 24G In 
| 


San Francisco, Jan. 23. 

Les Ballets de _ Paris 
Monday (15) with a big bally and 
reviews With b.o. appeal. As re- 
sult, first stanza of Les Ballets, 
which is set for a three-week run 
at the 1.775-seat Curran, grossed a 


nice $24,000 with house,scaled to , 
“Mike MacCauley” | 


a $4.20 top. 
will relight the 1,550-seat Geary 
when it preems Jan. 29. 

Iliness of John Barrymore, Jr., 
who was flown to L. A. with a virus 
attack, forced postponement of the 
first anniversary opening ot “No 
Exit” at the Repertory theatre. 
Barrymore was stricken day prior 
to opening; however, Howard Reil- 
ly, regular member of Rep staff, 
stepped into the role and show 
opened three duys later to gener- 
ally pleasing reviews. 


Innocents’ $13,000, 
‘Time’ 18G, Philly 


Philadelphia, Jan. 23. 

As a dismal sign of the times, 
Philly's legit setup is reduced this 
week to a single offering. Oddly 
enough, too. it is housed in the 
independently - operated Erlanger, 
which means that all four of the 
city’s regular houses are currently 
dark. Lone attraction is ‘‘The In- 
|nocents,” now in its second and 





| final week at the Erlanger. 


Next Monday (29), the Forrest 
geis “Billy Budd" for a_ single 
week’s tryout, and the Walnut has 
“Come Back, Little Sheba” in for 
two weeks as the fifth subscription 
American Theatre Society offering. 
The Locust is skedded to re-light 
Feb. 21 with the still-untitled new 
Lillian Hellman drama. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Blossom Time,” Shubert (2d 
wk) (1,870; $3.90). With little op- 


| position, Shubert revival of oper- 
| etta favorite beat $18,000 with low- 


ered price scale. House dark un- 
til “Peter Pan” Feb. 13. 

“The Innocents,” Erlanger (1st 
wk) (2,000; $3.90). In first of two 
| weeks on ATS subscription, chiller 
got $13,000. 


‘LIL’ 196 IN 6, INDPIS.; 
STATE SOLONS GET BID 


Indianapolis, Jan. 23. 

| Mae West in “Diamond Lil” 
| took a healthy $19,000 in six per- 
formances at the 2,000-seat Murat 
| Jan. 16-20 at $3.50 top (plus tax). 
| Actress grabbed some _§front- 
| page space with her reply to the 
| Indiana House of Representatives, 
| which voted to invite her to pay 





| $20,500 (previous week, $19,700); | it a visit while she was here. Mae 


' countered with a bid to visit her 
at the theatre, commenting ‘one 
motion backstage is worth two be- 
fore the house.” 





Final Figure on Legion 


‘Red’ Loss Set at 6506 


Washington, Jan. 23. 
The American Legion’s burn 
from “Red, White and Blue” was 
$650,000, even fancier than the 
$500,000 figure earlier used. The 
extravaganza shuttered in Chicago 





29 last Saturday after an ill-fated tour | 


| which began in L.A. last October. 
Amount of the loss was disclosed 
iby Erle. Cocke, the Legion's na- 
Purpose of the 


| tional commander. 
| big revue was to raise money for 


| rehabilitation and child welfare ac- 
| tivities. However, it ran into trou- 


| ble with a fire at its opening en- 
| Zagement in L.A., and never man- 
| aged to duck the hard luck there- 
after. 


‘Kate’ $25,000, L.A. 


Los Angeles, Jan. 23. 
“Kiss Me, Kate,” town’s only 





for the week only on the basis of 
a hefty weekend demand, Length- 
ening advance indicates the cur- 
|rent second and final frame at the 
| Biltmore will be on the profit side. 

Las Palmas relights tonight 
|(Tues.) with the premiere of “Mr. 
| Big Shot,” by Robert Abel. 








‘Salesman’ $18,300, N. H. 


New Haven, Jan. 23. 


| Full-week stand of “Death of a 


| Salesman,” at the Shubert last 
| week hit a good $18,300 at a $3.60 


| top. 

House gets preem of “Billy 
| Budd” this week (24-27), and “Not 
a oo is due next week 
(31-5), 


Ist of 3-Wk. Frisco Stand 


opened | 


\legit offering last week, got off to | 
a slow start at the Biltmore thea- | 
tre and managed to reach $25,000 | 


Chi Boxoffice in Healthy Stance; 
Fridolin $9,000, ‘Tattoo’ $17,100 





vv 


‘Roberts’ $20,200 in Split; 
Tour Troupe 206 for 7 


Rochester, Jan. 23. 

Broadway company of “Mister 
Roberts,” starring John Forsythe, 
grossed $20,200 in a split last week. 
First half was played at the Avon, 
Utica, and the second half at the 
Auditorium here. 

Leland Hayward production is at 
His Majesty’s, Montreal, this week. 


Andrews Co. in Indiana 

Lafayette, Ind., Jan. 23. 

| Touring edition of “Mister Rob- 
erts,” with Tod Andrews in the 
title role, grossed almost $20,000 
ast week in seven performances, 
final three of which were sold on 
a guarantee basis to Purdue U. 
here. First part of the week was 
played at the Quimby auditorium, 
Ft. Wayne. 

Henry Fonda, who created the 
leading role in the original Broad- 
way production of the Thomas 
Heggen-Joshua Logan play, joined 
the company last night (Mon.) in 
Pittsburgh, with Andrews due to 
move over next week to the other 
company, succeeding John For- 
sythe, 


‘OKLA’ FINE 4056 IN 10 
DESPITE MPLS. WEATHER 


Minneapolis, Jan. 23. 

Even 10-below zero tempera- 
tures couldn’t prevent complete 
capacity for the final four per- 
formances of “Oklahoma,” play- 
ing its fifth local engagement at 
the 1,859-seat Lyceum at $4.20 
top. Attendance also was healthy 
at the other six (eight nights and 
two matinees), so that the attrac- 
tion breezed through to a huge 
$40,500, including $32,200 on the 
regular eight performances, plus 
$8,300 for the Sunday (21) matinee 
and evening. Last season, its fourth 
time here, it pulled $58,000 in 10 
nights and two matinees at the 
same scale. 
| In St. Paul, also playing its fifth 
engagement at the identical scale 
in the 3,500-seat Auditorium, show 
pulled only mild $15,000. With 
James Nederlander, local Lyceum 
manager, handling the engage- 
ment, it goes into Rochester, 
Minn., 1,300-seat Auditorium for 
two nights. It will be town’s first 
legitimate attraction within recent 
memory and indications point to 
capacity houses. 


Sadler’s SRO $43,000 In 
_ Toronto; 2006 Returned 


Toronto, Jan. 23. 

Sadler’s Wells Ballet hit a ca- 
pacity gross of $43,500 at a $5.75 
jtop at the Royal Alexandra (1,525), 
|with every seat sold out immedi- 
ately after the opening newspaper | 
announcement and some $200,000 | 
returned in mail orders. 

Balletomanes lined up at 4 a.m. 
for a couple of blocks when the 
Thursday window sale opened, 
with hundreds disappointed. 


Treacher-‘Clutterbuck’ 
$7,300 in Baltimore 


Baltimore, Jan. 23. 

Theatre-in-the-round operated by 
Don Swann, Jr., at the Sheraton- 
| Belvedere hotel here continued its 
| healthy pace last week, with Ar-| 
‘thur Treacher, in “Clutterbuck,” 
hitting a pleasing $7,300. Nature. 
of script occasioned a three-quar- 
ter round presentation, with some 
of the seats in the circle conse- 
quently pulled out of the selling 
rack. 

Marsha Hunt, in “Design For 
Living,” is current for the arena 
presentation, against “Death of a 
Salesman,” in at Ford’s, regular 
legit stand here, as the second of. 
five yee promised under Theatre | 
,Guild-American Theatre Society | 
| subscription. 


‘Apple’ 156, St. Louis 


! 
St. Louis, Jan. 23. | 
“Apple Of His Eye,” with Ed-. 
ward Arnold in the lead, wound up 
/a one-week stand at the American 
Saturday (20) with a neat $15,000. | 
The 1,700-seat house was scaled to 
| $3.66. Critics liked piece and cast. 
Arnold grabbed additional cuffo 
| publicity with P.A.’s all over town | 
‘during the stand. 
| For the third time, 
Named Desire” moved 
Louis, for a one-week engagement. 
| Drama, with house scaled to $3.05, 
‘teed off last night (Mon.), 


os 











' 








“Streetcar 
into St. 


Chicago, Jan. 23. 

Current week has only three of- 
ferings, with two plays closing last 
week. Only one new musical is 
on the horizon, “It’s a Great Day.” 
at the Blackstone, Jan. 29, which 
leaves the local scene rather bar- 
ren for February. On the financial 
side, the surprise was the success 
of the D’Oyly Carte group, which 
racked up sock $27,500 for the 
second and final week of its en- 
gagement. “South Pacific’ still 
registers SRO and “Rose Tattoo” 
is building steadily. “Ti-Coq” got 


a warm press for the efforts 
of Fridolin and the rest of the 
cast, although some critics dis- 


liked the play’s theme. 


“Red, White and Blue,” the ex- 
pensive ($650,000) musical try that 
the American Legion backed, 
finally folded here Saturday (20) 
with the scenery and costumes go- 
ing back to California, which 
might be an indication that the 
veteran organization has some- 
thing afoot. Outside of Ballet 
Theatre, the nearest booking at 
this time, except for the vaude 
revue, “It’s a Great Day,” seems 
to be “Peter Pan,” which coOmes 
into the Civic Opera March 27 for 
three weeks. 

Estimates for Last Week 

D'Oyly Carte, Blackstone (2nd 
wk) ($4; 1,358). ‘Closed Saturday 
(20' with resounding $27,500. 

“Red, White and Blue,” Opera 
House (3rd wk) ($4.94; 3,600). 
Broke up here Saturday (20) with 
light $18,000. 

“Rose Tattoo,” 
wk) (4; 1,334). 
at over $17,100. 

“South Pacific,” Shubert 
wk) ($5; 2,100). Still 
capacity with $51,200. 

“Ti-Coq,” Harris ($3.80; 1,000). 
‘Opened Wednesday (17) and got a 
healthy $8,000 for five perform- 
ances of first Theatre Guild week. 


‘STREETCAR’ OK $17,500, 
CIVIC-‘SHOES’ 446, DET. 


Detroit, Jan. 23. 

“Streetcar Named Desire” did a 
near-capacity $17,500 in a week's 
engagement at the Shubert. Thea- 
tre now goes dark, reopening 
Feb. 5 with a fortnight’s presen- 
tation of “The Guardsman,” star- 
ring Jeanette MacDonald = and 
Gene Raymond. 

The Civic Light Opera produc- 
tion of “High Button Shoes” 
grossed $44,000 at Masonic Tem- 
ple. Current attraction is the 
“Wizard of Oz." 

“Romeo and Juliet,” starring 
Olivia deHavilland, had its pre- 
miere opening at the Cass, Mon- 
av (22). It's here for two weeks. 


Hepburn-Like’ $28,500 
In Seven at Portland 


Portland, Ore., Jan. 23. 
Katharine Hepburn in “As You 
Like It’ scored ok at nearly 
$28,500 in five evening and two 
inatinee performances last week at 
the Mayfair. The 1,500-seat house 
was scaled at $4.20. 


Mail orders and advance sale 
were huge for the first play of the 
1951 season. 


‘Charley’ Fine $38,400 
As Sole Boston Entry 


Boston, Jan. 23. 

“Where's Charley?” cofitinues as 
the only legit in town this stanza, 
with a five-week run skedded to 
end Saturday (27). 

Playing in the 1,750-seat Shu- 
bert scaled at $4.80 with $6 top 
Saturdays, production drew a fine 
$38,400 last week. 


Sheba’ $17,800, D.C. 


Washington, Jan. 23. 

“Come Back, Little Sheba” teed 
off for a nice almost $17,800 in its 
first week at the Gayety, on the 
strength of uniformly strong crit!- 
cal reviews. The Theatre Guild pro- 
duction is selling well during its 
current second stanza, with indica- 


Erlanger (3rd 
Rolling right along 


(10th 
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‘tion that the gate will surpass the 


initial-week. ; 

“Death of a Salesman” comes in 
Monday for three weeks, with the 
advance sale good. 


ELT Show Schedule 


(At Lenor Hill Playhouse, N. Y.) 








“Love From a Stranger,” Jan. 
25-28. 
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Literati 


|thor’s now in Far East doing 
| “Voice of Asia” on a combo wey 
ife 





| York Herald Tribune and 
| ma assignment. Helen Strauss, 
' of William Morris. office, agented. 





tor 
Mack y Kantor in the Feb- 
yuary issue of True magazine gives 
» little insight into the tough en- 
tertainment schedule of Al Jolson 


in Korea, just prior to the latter’s becomes 


death, The arduous schedule, 
whieh Kantor quotes as including 
142 concerts, is believed to have 
contributed to Jolson’s death 
shortly after his return to the 
states last fall. 

Kantor in his piece, which he 
labels “They Loved Me in Korea,” 
tells of how he met Jolson and his 
piano accompanist, Harry Akst, 
aboard a Stratocruiser going to 
Hawaii, with Jolie and Akst having 
boarded it at Guam after enter- 
taining the GIs. 
interview given by Jolson. 

Tribute to Al Jolson, as well 


as to other performers now en- | 


tertaining troops in Korea “who 


are working themselves ragged and | 


taking a beating that many a GI 
would buckle under,’ was made 


recently by Brig. Gen. Paul Kelly, | 


stationed in the Far East. 

In a letter to his brother, Col. 
Pp. K. Kelly, on the staff of Brig. 
Gen. Julius Klein of the 109th AAA 
Brigade, Gen. Kelly singled. out 
Jolson for special praise: “I think 


Jolson would have died over here | 


if I had not ordered him to bed 
several times,” he said. 
actually 70 years old and cursed 
with throat trouble. Our doctors 
told him that he should not sing 
or even talk above a whisper. It 
had no effect on his shows and he 
insisted upon completing every en- 
gagement. He was a remarkable 
follow.” 





Curtis Pub. Co.’s 5G Rap 


The Curtis Publishing Co. was 
nicked for $5,000 when a U. S. Dis- 
trict Court in Phila., awarded that 
amount in damages to 13-year-old 
Birmingham, Ala., girl, whose pic- 
ture had been used without her 
knowledge or consent of her par- 
ents. 

The picture, a two-year-old pho- 
tograph showed the girl Eleanor 
Sue Leverton lying in a Birming- 
ham street after she had been 
struck by an automobile. The 
photo was used to illustrate the 
article “They Asked to be Killed,” 
which ran in the Jan, 1, 1949, issue 
of the Post. 

Counsel for the father Harry 
Leverton contended the girl 
been humiliated. The complaint 


stated the magazine article implied 
that Eleanor Sue had violated a Ni 


traffic law or attempted suicide. 
Counsel based the court action on 
the theory that such a picture can- 
not be published legitimately ex- 
cept in connection with an item of 
immediate news. 





‘Cardinal’ Leads List 
Henry Morton Robinson's ‘The 
Cardinal” was the bestselling 
novel of 1950, according to the an- 


nual trade statistics number of Strikes Danger,” sold to This Week 


Publishers Weekly. Sales on the 
book hit 588,395 copies. 


“Betty Crocker’s Picture Cook 
Book,” which sold 300,000. Fig- 
ures, however, are based exclusive- 


ly on sales through VU. S. book- | 


stores and don’t include mail or- 
der or newsstand sales. - 


Tally of all sales media, PW shifted to Tokyo. 
discloses that nn 
were “Your Dream Home,” by Ornstein’s story, “The Crime,” 
Hubbard Cobb, with a sale in ex- which originally ‘suoeuret in the | 
cess of 1,000,000 copies and “Life's | November Tomorrow magazine. 

orld War II.” | 


notes, 


Picture History of 
Latter sold over 500,000. 
mag also points out that books and 
new editions brought out by U. 


only 1° over 1949. 
total was 11,022. 





Park East Steps Up 


Now guaranteeing a 40,000 paid ~— 


circulation, Park East will hike its 
rates with the September, 1951, is- 
sue from $400 to $500 for a full- 
page, black-and-white ad, accord- 


ing to publisher Alexander Tail- associate ed. 
leur. New editorial and promo- | 
tional policy instituted last Sep- | 


tember, he claims, has snared 


ae 30,000 new readers since that 
ime, 


| 
Mag’s staff is now headed by 


Leo Lerman as supervising editor. 
A. C, Spectorsky, former editor of 
the Chicago Sun-Times 
book section, is editor. 


Louis-Marie Eude, formerly with 


Flair, is art director, and Clyde F. | 


Newstrand is managing editor. 
Mag is an eastside N. Y. regional 
Publication, 





Screen Mags Elect 


n Jolson’s Korea Jaunt: |; Publishers for the fourth time. 


It ‘was the last | 


“He was | 


had | 


Copping | 
laurels in the non-fiction field was | 


Trade Ferguson Coast flackery to write a. 


S.!Kemsley newspaper chain in Eng- 
publishers during 1950 increased jand, 7 — , 


Last year’s. 


Sunday | 
Or George 
Wiswell has become roving editor; | 


New juvenile book, “Barney Hits 
the Trail,” written by Mrs. Sara 
| Two other officers were named to Machetanz and illustrated by her 
serve during 1951, while three new husband Frederick, chosen book- 

were chosen. Gifford | of-the-month by Junior Guild. Mrs. 
of Fawcett Publications, Machetanz formerly beat the drums 

veepee, and Sid Kalish, for RCA Victor until her marriage 
|of Hillman Periodicals, secretary- to the Alaskan explorer. The cou- 
| treasurer. ~ | ple, who live in Kenton, O., have 

New directors include Harold Purchased acreage in the Mana- 
| Clark, Dell advertising director; J, tuska Valley, erected a studio and 
| Fred Henry, head of J. Fred Henry Plan to spend the summers there. 
' Publications, and Plume, The mags 
represented by ASMP are Modern 
Screen, Motion Picture, Movie- 
land, Movie Story, Screen Guide, 
Screenland, Screen Stories and 
Silver Screen. 


| directors 
Plume, 

















Big Music Year | 


Continued from page 1 











tunes are aiming once again for 
the 1,000,000 level with medium 
clicks expected to halve that mark 
without too much trouble. Paced by 
“Tennessee Waltz,” the present 
boom is extending across the board 
from pop copies tc standard books 
selling at $1 and over. 


Platter industry is also hitting a 
tremendous pace this month, con- 
tinuing the Christmas rush virtual- 
ly without a letdown. Resistance to 
the 10c. hike in disk prices, an- 
ticipated by some retailers, :com- 
pletely failed to materialize. One 
explanation of the current platter 
upswing is that distribs and re- 
tailers are stocking up on invento- 
ries, particularly in the longhair 
, field as a cushion against further 
inflationary tendencies, 


More basic, however, is the up- 
beat on pop platters which accu- 
rately gauges the immediate tem- 
perature of the consuming public. 
RCA Victor, for instance, which 
produced only one big hit.in 1950, 
Phil Harris’ “The Thing,” is cur- 
rently riding with a _ half-dozen 
platters that are going at nearly 
50,000 copies a week. Current re- 
leases, such as the Dinah Shore- 
Tony. Martin cuts of “In Your 
Arms” and “A Penny A Kiss,” are 
taking off, moreover, aS soon as 
they hit the market without the 
former slow buildup over two or 
three weeks necessary even for 
the strongest entries. 

Columbia, similarly, is working 
its plants at capacity with the Guy 
Mitchell cuts of “My Heart Cries 
For You” and “The Roving Kind” 
pacing the Col roster. Boom at 
| both Victor and Columbia current- 
|ly is in marked contrast to the 
doldrums in which they 
bogged for most of 1950. Decca is 
| also getting its share of the gravy, 
although this company has been 
unique in racking up profits under 
any conditions. Mercury, of course, 


Barnhart’s Directory 

Clarence L. Barnhart, foremost 
lexicographer, is carrying on the 
late Dr. Edward Lee Thorndike’s 
great work. He does a great job, 
with his “Thorndike’s Barnhart 
Desk Dictionary” (Doubleday, 
$2.75, $3.75). 

It is a great job, and I especially 
recommend it to Variety muggs 
| (who have a desk). With this dic- 
tionary it is a cinch to be a good 
speller, and even know the proper 
pronunciation and foreign sounds 
of words; and besides being author- 
itative, it is easy to.read. It has 
everything at your fingertips, ex- 
cept money, and even that’s in the 
book (in print). 

Personally I will go along. mis- 
spelling and not even know what 
my words mean, as I found that’s 
the best way to get along on 
VaRIETY, but at least I will know | 
that in the Thorndike Barnhart ' 
Desk Dictionary I can be _ set 
straight. By the way, I'd like to 
see a dictionary that can tell you 
how to look up a word you have 
no idea how to spell. 

Joe Laurie, Jr. 





Mrs. FDR’s New United Pact 

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt, whose 
contract to do her daily column for 
United Features expired Dec. 31, 
renewed it this week for five more 
years at a substantial increase in 
terms. She has been with United 
for 15 years. 

There is understood to have been 
bidding by four other syndicates 
for the column, but because of the 
long association with United it was 
allowed to meet other offers. Deal 
was handled by film attorney Ar- | 
nold Grant, who also handles the 
affairs of Elliot Roosevelt. 





CHATTER 
“Look What’s Happened to the 
Night Clubs,” by Robert Sylvester, 
in Jan. 27 issue of Satevepost. 
| Ed Westrate’s novel, “Dark 
| Tide,” a tale of the American Rev-. 
olution, will be published by Mac- 


-millan. is floating with Patti Page’s ‘“Ten- 
nessee Waltz,” but already has a 
new solid seller in Vie Damone’s 
“Tell Her You Love Her.” 


N. Y. Compass columnist Paul 
|Denis out for two weeks with 
burns sustained when installing 
stove at home. 


| An article, “When The Clock 


N. Y. Rowdyism 


Continued from page 1 


magazine by Leo Guild, Warner. 
Coast publicist. 


Vernon C. Myers, assistant to | 
the president of Cowles Magazines 
for the past three years, has been 
named a veepee. 

Bill Best is in charge of the 
, United Press bureau in L. A., suc- 
‘ceeding Frank Tremaine, who was 





in new style of teenage behavior. 
‘Dancing in the aisles became a 
standard custom, especially at the 
noon shows. Squeals made their 
debut with the arrival of Frank 
_Sinatra, but situation rarely, if 


Negro Digest will reprint Bill ‘ever, got out of control. Rowdy- 


place of exuberance. 

| Performers, principally at open- 
Jonah Ruddy ankled the Helen> 
conversation from the front rows. 
, Some acts have been able to kid 
the juves out of their hoodlumism, 


seriés about Hollywood for the 


—— hes of pe a a 
“Hiawatha” will be published by : 
the Gilberton Co., Inc., to coincide | prevalent for the first show, at 


| ont : . tract the youngsters, many of 
| with the release of the picture by whom proceed to make them- 
ew video fan monthly, TV 


selves obnoxious _ to performers 
Stars, due next week, with Phillip amd most persons in the audience. 
Andrews publisher, Stephen Feni- | 


‘chell, editor, and Martin Snyder 


off stage. 


problem comes from. kids ap- 
proaching draft age. Kids feel 
they are immune to anything civil 
authorities can do and are trying 
to get a last fling of civilian life. 
| Those rejected by the draft also 
use this — to Kemer their 
. : firility, according to house execs. 
vertisi director of the Saturday | ° , 
| Review eof Literature, succeeding Odd factor is that theme of pic- 
Robert A. Low, who resigned to) ture on the program cues behavior 
go into Government service. of the hoodlums during the stage 
“Now Let Me Tell You,” book of shows. Rowdyism is more evident 
newspaper columns in the Colum-)| when a western or action picture 
| bus (O.) Dispatch by Johnny Jones, is the screen offering. It’s vir- 
tually non-existent when a straight 
drama is presented. 


Jack Lait, while on his recent 
vacation in Mexico City, wrote a 
series of yarns for the N. Y. Mir-, 
ror on William O’Dwyer, current 
| Ambassador to Mexico. 

Robert A. Burghardt is new ad- 


|former filmhouse pressagent, has 
sold 1,900 copies since it was first | 
put on sale in late November by | 
| the Dispatch. | 
| “South Pacific” aut 
Michener has had his 


author James A. ‘from one theatre for bad behavior, 





vaudfilm houses in 1936 ushered | 











were | 


ism now apparently has taken the | 


! 


ing shows, are getting a surplus of. 
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SCULLY’S SCRAPBOO 


By Frank Scully 


Bowlegs, Okla., Jan. 19. 
Somebody not signing himself, so it couldn’t be-H. S. T., has called 
me “a dropped-stiteh on the jabot of journalism,” and not being satis- 
fied with that, has added that I am “a run on the silk-stocking district.” 
Somehow he thinks the latter is Times Square and not Park avenue. 











,It seems that I thought that any fair-minded critic of the American 


stage would agree that men had better shaped gams in the main than 
women. ; 


Judging strictly from photographs in Daniel Blum’s “A Pictorial 
History of the American Theatre,’ I was reluctantly foreed to come to 
that ungallant conclusion. In awarding the all-time championship to 
John Barrymore’s legs in “Hamlet,” I was charged with being preju- 
diced against Katharine Hepburn, if not against all the lighter works 
of Shakespeare. 

This is a ridiculous charge. I know Katie before she knew she had 
good legs. She couldn’t have known it any too well or she would not 
have gone around in slacks. Neither would producers have saddled her 
with floor-length Elizabethan costumes. Why even in “The Warrior's 
Husband” they accoutred her with shinguards, and even then put 
them on backwards. 


I was judging wholly from the photographs which appeared in 
Blum’s delightful book. In those days lensmen were simple-minded 
fellows.who photographed what they saw. Since then they have learned 
how to use lights. They know how to shadow a leg. Or even to paint 
out part of the negative if there is too much bulk in the wrong places. 
Some of the best-known stars in Hollywood have never posed for 
cheesecake art and for good reasons. Both of them were terrible. 


Ty Cobb Had Spikes, Too 


The best shaped legs, as a matter of fact, performed far from Broad- 
way. These were the gams that belonged to Ty Cobb, Harry Hillman 
and Paul Pilgrim. The latter were middle distance runners who ran 
for the New York Athletic Club. There may be ball players today 
whose legs are as finely formed as Ty Cobb's, but they wear a uniform 
that looks like a pair of bedraggled drawers and it is hard to tell how 
shapely their legs are. 


As to the legs which have brought most money in at the boxoffice, I 
think here, too, a good case could be made out for men. Study photo- 
graphs of Babe Ruth. Forget the pot he had and judge him from the 
waist down. He had beautiful legs and how well Ruth stood up uftder 
them made all the difference between a good year or a bad year for 
the Yankees. 

Astaire’s Legs Biggest Grosser 


Fred Astire’s legs have probably earned more money than anybody 
else’s. I don’t know if they are well shaped because he always dances 
in long trousers, but the things he can do with his legs has made him a 
fortune. In fact what he has taught others has brought a fortune to 
them as well. Rita Hayworth, Ginger Rogers and others can testify to 
the fact that if it were not for Astaire’s‘ legs, their’s would not be so 
well-known. 

Paging through Blum’s book it is a little difficult to make a fair ap- 
praisal of all the legs which have supported stars in the last 50 years 
for the simple reason that the hemline has gone up and down almost 
as often as the curtain. There are periods when dresses were long 
enough to be street-sweepers and if an actress starred durifg such an 
era how well her legs were shaped must remain a trade secret. 

In the years preceding World War I this was particularly true. 
Elaine Hammerstein in “High Jinks,” for instance, wore a nursing cos- 
tume that would be barred today as a microbe catch-all. Elsie Fergu- 
son in “Outcast” and even Otis Skinner in “Cock o’ the Walk” were 
similarly acecoutred. Ethel Barrymore in “Our Mrs. McChesney” even 
swept the floor with a fur hem. 


As World War I progressed toward scarcities, dresses stopped sweep- 
ing the floor and became ankle length. But a guy who would judge a 
leg wholly by an ankle would judge a book by its cover. 

Maxine Elliot—Street Sweeper 

Constance Collier, Nance O'Neill, Lenore Ulric, Marjorie Rambeau 
and Laurette Taylor tried to hold the line, but Maxine Elliot set the 
whole upward movement back by wearing a street costume with a train 
in “Lord and Lady Algy.” Even Fay Bainter in “East Is West” wore a 
Chinese costume that told you nothing. Madame Chiang Kai Shek knew 
how to get more allure in her severe Chinese costume of ankle length. 
She had it split up the sides. 

Lenore Ulric in “Kiki” put her best foot forward and revealed a 
shapely leg and from then on little by little others came out from 
wherever they were until “The Follies of 1922” revealed Gilda Gray in 
a nice bed jacket and a mandolin. Betty Pierce in “White Cargo” 
wasn’t far behind either. Neither was Mary Eaton in “Kid Boots.” 


Between 1925 and ’29 the freedom of the knees was less disputed 
than the freedom of the seas. Mae West appeared in “Sex,” Edith 
Van Cleve in “Broadway,” Francine Larrimore in “Chicago” and Ann 
Pennington in “George White’s Scandals,” but the best legs of the era 
seemed to belong to Albert Carroll in “Grand Street Follies,” though 
Ann Harding in “The Trial of Mary Dugan” and Claudette Colbert in 
“The Barker” weren't bad. 

Ruby Keeler, Sex Appealer 


Neither, for that matter, were the legs of Ruby Keeler in “Sidewalks 
of New York.” In fact in the photographs they appear singularly 
beautiful. So, too, do those of Rita Vale in “Faust,” Irene Purcell in 


“The Great Necker,” Marguerite Churchill in “Skidding,” Beatrice 


but others have nearly been driven 
Lower admission prices, | 


Some managers report major’ 


Lillie in “She’s My Baby,” Erin O’Brien Moore in “Street Scene” and 
Libby Holman in “The Little Show.” Portland Hoffa doesn’t come off 
so badly either in the same production. 


With the fall of the stock market, skirts fell, too. At least their hem- 
lines did, and barring a few exceptions, like Ethel Waters in “Rhapsody 
In Black” and Josephine Hutchinson in “Alice In Wonderland” and 
of course the costume plays of Greek and Shakespearean revivals, legs 
became limbs and were neither discussed nor seen, which was their 
status during the Victorian era. 

In fact what I suspect closed the subject were the extremes of Ruth 
Hunter in “Tobacco Road” and Noel Coward in “Design For Living.” 
His, I suspect, were the most unattractive legs ever photographed on 
the American stage, though Walter Huston in “Dodsworth” and Ed- 
= + and Bruce MacFarlane in “Sailor Beware” weren't far 

ehind, 
Shortages Coming Up, Hemlines, Too 


As World War II approached, skirts began getting shorter until by 
1944 they were knee length even for street wear and the theatre be- 
came sorely pressed to top this. I find nothing in the era which changes 
the original contention that men’s legs have been more shapely through 
the years than women’s. Barbara Bel Geddes ia “Deep Are the Roots,” 
Vera Zorina in “The Tempest,” Irene Manning in “The Day Before 
Spring,” Ingrid Bergman in “Joan Of Lorraine,” Judy Holliday in 


'“Born Yesterday,” Grace Hartman in “Angel In the Wings,” Gertrude 


Some of the juves, when ejected , 


“Return to, announce fact they will go to an-: 


: ” y ‘other theatre to continue their 
_ Hal Dawson, of Dell Publishing | Paradise” accepted by Book-of-the- © 
Co., last week was elected prexy Month Club for May distribution. 
ot the Assn. of Screen Magazine | Random 


/rowdyism. A few short jail sen- 
House publishing. Au- | tences have not curbed problem. 


‘London bus conductor. Legs are no longer a treat to me. 


Lawrence in “Tonight at 8:30" and Carol Channing in “Gentlemen 
Prefer Blondes” could hardly be described as anything more charitable 
than adequate. 

That the cry of shortages, particularly in woolens, will send skirts 
climbing upward in the near future is practically a foregone conclu- 
sion. This in turn may be reflected in the costumes worn on the stage. 
But after looking through Blum’s book with calipers I am like the 


[= s 


on-- ~* a. — see ~~ oo * 








54 CHATTER 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, January 24, 195] 





Broadway 


Cellist Gregor Piatigorsky giving 
a Carnegie Hall concert Feb. 7 
after a three-year absence. 
Actress Marta Toren flew in 
from the Coast over the weekend 
for a look at Broadway show. | 
Herb Shriner to play London's 
Palladium next fall, in conjunc- 
tion with British Industries Ex- 


osition. 
. John Sturges back to the Coast 
after scouting N. Y. locations for 
his next Metro directorial assign- 
ment, “People Against O'Hara.” 

Harry Novak, European super-| 
visor for Universal-International, 
due in from his Paris headquarters 
for a homeoffice visit early in 
March. 

Anna Maria Alberghetti, 14-year- 
old Italian actress who just com- 
pleted “Here Comes the Groom” 


for Paramount, returns to Italy 
Friday (26). 
John Meredyth Lucas, who 


screenplayed “Peking Express’ for 
Hal Wallis. left for the Coast Mon- 
day (22). Project is due to go be- 
fore the cameras shortly. 

Rose Ejidelsberg, secretary to 
Boris Kaplan, Paramount’s east- 
ern talent director, leaves that 
company this week, after many 
years of service, for marriage. 

Arthur Judson, head of the| 
Judson, O'Neill & Judd division of | 
Columbia Artists Mgt., is on a four- 
week swing of the west and south, 
checking on concert conditions. 

Film attorney Arnold Grant 
closed $12,000,000 deal this week 
as one of the principals in pur-| 
chase of the Aspinook Corp., New | 
England textile manufacturing out- 
fit | 

The Troupers, philanthropic | 
group of women in show biz, have 
endowed a bed in the Jewish 
Memorial Hospital for needy the- 
atrical children. Headquarters are 
in the Woodstock hotel. | 

Dr. Herbert T. Kalmus, prexy of 
Technicolor, arrived in town over | 
the weekend enroute to his Cape 
Cod home and Boston. He’s ac- 
companied by his wife, the former 
Eleanore King. Couple returns to 
New York Feb. 5. 

Eve Arden arrives in Gotham | 
Feb. 1, training in from the Coast, 
accompanied by her agent, George 
Ward. She’ll appear on CBS-TV’s 
Starlight Theatre Feb. 8 in a dra- 
matic role, and will have taped 
her ‘Ous Miss Brooks” shows 
ahead. 


Miami Beach 


By Lary Solloway 

Elliott Roosevelt in town. 

The Ed Wein®érs are at the Lord, 
Tarleton. 

Dave Rubinoff, violinist, 
for concerts. 

Ballet Theatre into Beach Audi- 
torium for weekend run. 

Pupi Campo and orch at the 





here | 


weekend. Best biz in months. 
Club Boheme dropped name 
pent and switched to burlesque 
ea. 
Gus Van and Little Jack Little 
now have own programs on indie 


| 


Sans Souci Blue Sails Room. | 
Niteries packed them in over) 





WMIE. 

Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis 
remiere at the Chez Paree Friday 
19) a sellout. 

“Borschtcapades of ’51” starts a 
four-week run at Roosevelt thea- 
tre today (24). 

Josephine Baker, now filling 
dates in Cuba and Venezuela, re- 
turns to Copa City in February. 
Jimmy Durante also reported set 
for a late February return. 


Sun columnist, cut short vacash to 
return to the big town for confer- 
ences on taking over late Charles 
Driscell’s syndicated column. 
Billy Daniels, current at Copa 
Ciiy, pacted by ops Ned Schuyler 
and Murray Weinger to go into new 
Black Magic Room (formerly the 
Lounge) from two to four ayem 
nichtly, after regular show ses- 


sions. 
Lisbon 


By Lewis Garyo 

Ballet Verde Gaio touring the 
provinces for five weeks. 

Swiss pianist Edwin Fischer 
touring Spain and Portugal. 

Carmen Amaya and a company of 
20 at the Maria Vitoria theatre for 
a month. 

The Three Craddocks to appear 
at the Apolo for 10 days prior to 
leaving for U. S. 

Brazilian manager David Serra- 
dor here for a week to book Portu- 


guese dance and song acts. 

Tivoli has “Love Happy” (UA) 
while the Sao Luis is playing 
“Nancy Goes to Rio” (M-G). 

Mirita Casimiro left the revue 
at the Teatro Variedades, with 


Herminia Silva taking her place. 
Les Petits Chanteurs de la Cote 

d’Azur here for 10 concerts and 

in Oporto before leaving for Spain. 
Singer Amalia Rodrigues sent 





by the Marshal Plan organization 
to Rome, Dublin and West Ger- 
many 


Richard P. Edelstein here to 


huddle with Moises Israel, Para- 
mount rep in Lisbon, about the 
company biz. Signed exclusive 
pact on “Samson and_ Delilah 
with Lopo Lauer for the Eden 
here and S. Joao in Oporto. 


- 


Nassau, Bahamas 
By Ralph Lycett 

Jane Huszagh back to N. Y. for 
radio dates after month here. 

Nassau’s swank gaming place, 
Bahamian Club, opened for season 
Jan. 18. 

George Brest, prexy of Meteor 
Films, here to make film short of 
Nassau. 

The Yul Brynners (Virginia Gil- 
more) planed to New York (21) 
after 10 days at Balmoral Club. 

Fred Perry over from Boca Ra- 
ton for exhibition match Jan. 28 
at Fort Montague Beach Tennis 
Club. 

Edward Everett Horton, Katha- 
rine Bard, Marta Linden and Mur- 
ray Mathieson in via Stratocruiser 
for rehearsals of “Springtime for 
Henry,” opening new Bahama Play- 
house legit season Jan. 29. 





Paris 
By Maxime de Beix 
(33 Blvd. Montparnasse) 


Lenore Lemmon wintering here. 

Lacy Kastner in Frankfurt. 

Renaissance theatre robbed 
$600. 

Vera Korene back from success- 
ful legit tour of Egypt. 

Italian director Luciano Emmer 
filming in Paris streets. 

United Artists moved back to its 
prewar 25 Rue d’Astorg offices. 

Legit and film actress Marcelle | 
Chantal turning picture producer. | 

The Gerald Mayers to Switzer- 
land where he talked to Swiss film 
men. 

Borrah Minevitch throwing cock- 
tail party for Jules Levey on night 
of latter’s arrival. 

Jim Witteried booked the Ar- 
gentine Manuel Pizarro band into 
the Aiglon nitery. 

Producer George Maurer, out of 
hospital after tough operation, re- 
covering in Grasse. 

Mary Meade, star of Casino de 
Paris next revue, picked to en- 
tertain at American Church annual 
bazaar. 

Bud Ornstein from Rome to 
Cannes and then back there to 
confer with the Danziger brothers 
about their skedded film. 

Bette Deval huddling with Louis 


of 


way production of Leopold Mar- 
chand’s “Secret des Dieux.” 
Viennese Opera considering Par- 
is date but wont be able to come 
unless Vienna chips in the first 


shoulder in Vienna recently. 


Washington 


By Florence S. Lowe 

Ted Lewis 
Statler hotel’s Embassy Room. 

Col. Edward Kirby, director of 

Radio Public Relations for De- 


| fense, currently on the sick list. 


Top Defense Dept. brass high- 


| lighted a Warner theatre preem 
'of the company submarine film, | 


“Operation Pacific.” 
Hardie Meakin, RKO rep and 
manager of RKO Keith’s, back 


| home and on an abbreviated office 


F ‘¢o). Bagdad nitery. 
Frank Farrell, N. Y. World Telly- | schedule after his recent hospital ; 


ization. 
Denise Benoit, Canadian-born 
flack for ‘“‘Ice-Capades,” improved 


| Se shining hours during her ad- 


vance work for show by applying 
for U. S. citizenship in D. C. 


Australia 
By Eric Gorrick 
Pete Tower, Western Electric 
{topper here, back from N. Y. hud- 
dles. 

Eric Walquist, Williamson-Tait 
| exec, planes back from overseas 
looksee shortly. 

“Oklahoma” hitting good pace 
on repeat for Williamson-Tait at 
Empire, Sydney. 





Norman B. Rydge dickering for 


more nabe houses to add to the 
| Greater Union circuit. 

Lady Fuller, wife of Sir Ben 
Fuller, underwent major operation 
at Gloucester House, Sydney. 

Major newspapers are further 
increasing amusement ad rates. 
Pic chains may switch some of biz 
to radio. 

Stock drama is sluggish in Tas- 
mania uncer the Fifi Banvard man- 


agement. “Night Must Fall’ fell 
by the wayside. 
Norma Williams expected to 


take over United Artists publicity 
spot. Cass Marshall, formerly in 
charge, switched over to Greater 
Union. 


|of British Army camps in 





which she gave 
operator of this London night spot 
while he was in America last year. 


merged with 
form a new ad-publicity agency. 
Sam Elber, WIP pressagent, left | 
to take a public relations post with 
the Philadelphia Fellowship Com- 


London 


William J. Kupper, 20th-Fox 
chief, back from annual trip to 
New York and the Coast. 

John Mills to Austria on a vaca- 
tion before starting rehearsals for 
Sir Charles Cochran’s “The Lion 
and the Unicorn.” 

Yvonne de Carlo planning a tour 


many after she finishes filming 
“Hotel Sahara” at Pinewood. 
Max Thorpe, Columbia topper, 


‘planes out Sunday (28) with Mrs. | 


Thorpe to attended conferences 
with homeoffice execs in N, Y. 

The Young Vic Co., now playing 
“Merchant of Venice” at the Old 
Vic, off on a short tour of Holland, 
will play one-night stands in 10 
cities. 

Harvey Stone is due for return 
date at the London Palladium, 
opening April 2 for two weeks, 
then he will tour the provinces for 
Moss Empires and Stoll circuits. 

Terry Thomas, due to sail for 
U. S. March 15, will play exclusive- 
ly for Merriel Abbott at the Palm- 
er House, Chicago. He turned 
down several TV cffers in America, 
prior to his opening. 


Belita, having scored big hit in| 
Claude Langdon’s “Babes in the} 
Wood,” the’ pantomime on ice at | 
asked by | 
| Langdon to stay over a full year 


Earl’s Court, has been 


and work through the London 
Festival Season. 
Although Sophie Tucker has 


received an offer to play the Cafe 
de Paris this summer, she has 
definitely turned it down. Told her 
friend, Julie Oliphant, that she will 
not consider any London nitery 
offer until she has redeemed her 
promise to play the Bagatelle, 
Harry Levene, 


Philadelnhia 


By Jerry Gaghan 
Frank Sinatra is back for a sin- 


gle-night stand at the Click, tomor- 
row night (25). 


Bob Adleman, nitery flack, has 
John Grohmire to 


mission. 

Duke Ellington’s orchestra, with 
extra acts added, launched new 
floorshow policy at the Click, 
Thursday (18). 

Paul Hildebrand, owner of the 
New Look, has opened a new spot, 
Holiday Manor. Pearl Williams 
headed the opening show (19). 

Josh White, currently at the 
Rendezvous, injured his right hand 


| Nagel on her forthcoming Broad- badly in a scuffle with holdup men 


(18), but was able to continue his 
engagement. 

Wilfred Pelletier had to cancel 
his date to maestro the Philadel- 





Ger- | 


| joined 
' Arnold Ice Show Sunday (21) at 


Robert Stolz’s new operetta, 
“Pumpernickel,” this season. 
Rosenhuegel studio prepping 
Yiddish-language pic, “Transmigra- 
tion of Souls,” by A. Perez. Amer- 
ican actor Ernst Deutsch is to star. 





Minneapolis 


Beatrice Kay in two-week stand | 


at Nicolett hotel’s Minnesota Ter- 
race. 


Evelyn Knight due this week for | 


stint at Raddison hotel Flame 


Room, 


Edyth Bush Little Theatre, St. | 


Paul has “Goodbye, 
for Feb. 13-25. 

Jerry Colonna, Janice Paige and 
Ames Bros. head bill at Radio City 
Theatre Feb. 2. 

WDGY tonight 
weekly square 


My Fancy” 


(24) launches 
dance series ema- 
nating from Marigold ballroom. 

David Sarnoff, chairman of 
board of RCA, in plugging Red 
Cross campaign, of which he is 
chairman. 

Richard Griffith, assistant to 
director of-Museum of Modern Art 
film library, N. Y., here for lecture 
on films at U. of Minnesota. 


Palm Springs | 
By Dorothy Gray 

Annual Palm Springs Rodeo set 
for Feb. 3, 4. 

Leonard Firestones vacationing 
at Palm Desert. 

Jacquelin Cochran flew in for 
few days at Cochran-Odlum ranch. 

Raymond Loewy, designer, and 
wife, reopened their hillside home. 

William Keighleys at Ingleside 
Inn for winter. He planes to New 
York for Lux show every three | 
weeks. 

Henry Gris, prexy of Hollywood 
Foreign Press Assn. here on 
arrangements for World Film 


| Festival Jan. 27, 28. 


Peggy Ryan and Ray McDonald 
Fifi D’Orsay and George 


Chi Chi Starlite Room. 

Freeman Gosdens and daughter 
Virginia at Racquet Club. Hawaiian 
party with Royal Serenaders to 
repeat there Monday (29), | 


Chicago | 


Al Goldin in with “Ti-Coq,” 
which opened last week. 
Santiago Reachi, Mexican film 


producer, in town last week. 

Actress Mona Freeman in last 
week on last leg of p. a. tour for 
Paramount. 

Dave Rosen checked in as Chi 
company manager of ‘Cyrano de 
Bergerac,” current at the Selwyn. | 

Teevee marathon Saturday (20) 
over WGN-TV to raise funds for 
City of Hope hospital brought in 
Dane Clark, Audrey Lotter, Dave 
Garroway, Don McNeill, Patti 
Page, Studs Terkel, Connie Haines, | 


phia La Scala Opera’s production | Benny Rubin, plus other local and 
$5,000. French talent got the cold of “Carmen,” at the Academy of Visiting talent, for guest shots. | 


| Music (23) because of illness. Carlo 


Moresco substituted. 

New Town Tavern, Delair, N. J., 
which has been playing “Creole 
Burlesk” for 18 straight months, 
shuttered Monday (22) on orders 


revue current at from the New Jersey Liquor Con-_ 


trol Board. Owner Iz Bushkoff 
will use the enforced 35-day layoff 
to build an addition to the club 
and rehearse a new edition of “Cre- 
ole Burlesk.” 


Barcelona 


By Joaquina C. Vidal-Gomis 
Kary-Mayer and May Dugan at 


‘Sigfried’” opera given at the 
Liceo by the German ensemble. 

An epidemic of fiu which has 
bedded 60% of the population has 
hurt all show biz. 


Eddie de Latte with singer Al-| 
_bane at the Rigat nitery with new 
| show “Paris 1960.” 


Lola Membrives at the Comedia 


theatre presenting Jacinto Bena- | 


vente’s play, “Pepa Doncel.” 

Argentine legit actress Pepita 
Serrador back again at the Borras 
theatre with the Quintero play, 
“Las de Cain.” 


Vienna 


By Emil W. Maass 
Alpenfilm prepping bio film on 
Anton Bruckner. 


Emanuel List, bass singer of | 
Met, visiting here. 

Kammerspiele preemed “No 
Time For Comedy.” 

Schoenbrunn Film Co. started 
work on “Unwanted Fatherhood.’ 

Vienna festival season opens | 


May 26 and will run until June 17. 


Bregenz festivals will open with | 


Johann Strauss operetta, “Gypsy 
Baron.” 

Erich W. Korngolds 
Serenade” to be preemed in Gratz 
City theatre. 

Hilde Zadek inked by state opera 
for lead in Menotti’s “The Consul,” 
slated for March. 

Buerger theatre will produce 





| for 


“Quiet | 


\ 


Scotland | 


By Gordon Irving 

“Annie Get Your Gun” 
SRO biz at Regal, Glasgow. 

“Folies Bergeres” show due for 
return visit to Glasgow March 12. 

Margaret Lockwood, British pic 
actress, due here in Barrie’s “Peter 
Pan.” 

Albert Macmillan, of Tivoli cine- 
ma, moving over to Regent in Gias- | 
gow aS manager. 

John Clements and Key Ham- 
mond slated for King’s, Glasgow, | 
on Jan. 30 in revival of Shaw’s 
“Man and Superman.” 

Anne Doonan, daughter 





doing 


of 


comedian George Doonan, playing 


Annie Oakley in touring version of | 
“Annie Get Your Gun.” 


Latest Silvana Manganoe pic, 
“The Wolf of Sila,’ booked for 
Cosmo, Glasgow, for February. 


Her previous film, “Bitter Rice,” 
ran there for nine weeks. 

The Merry Macs entertained 
patients in Gowglen Hospital, Glas- 
gow, and also made personals at 
the Gaumont, Glasgow, where Mr. 
Music,” in which they appear, is | 


| playing. 


Kenyon and Fewings, musical 
act currently in Australia, booked | 
Strawhat stint at Gourock, 
Clyde coast resort. Comedy team 
of Clark and Murray inked for. 
Similar stint at Dunoon. 


———— 





Montreal | 


By Max Newton | 
Songstress Evelyn Brooks at the 
Chez Paree. 
The Southernaires holding over | 
at the Esquire, 


“Ice Follies of ’51” into the. 
eager for eight days, starting 
eb. 


| 

Samson Francois; French pianist, 
starts Continental tour here Jan. 
27 at Plateau Hall. 


With the exception of occasional 


art films and one-night bookings, 
| His Majesty’s theatre will be dark 
, after current “Mister Roberts.” 


‘ 


Hollywood 


Billy Daniels planed to Miami. 

Sydney Boehm broke two ribs in 
a fall. : 

Boyd Davis seriously ill in a 
sanitarium. be 

Lex Barker to Sun Valley for 
three weeks. 


Barbara Stanwyck laid up with 
virus infection. 





Pat O’Briens celebrated their 
20th wedding anni. 

Robert Bassler back from loca. 
tioning in Australia, 
Art Arthur in 
COMPO sessions in N 


John Sutherland returned from 
a Central American tour. 

Audrey Long to Chicago for the 
March of Dimes campaign, 

Charlie Morrison to 
Beach to gander nitery acts. 

John Wayne returned from Mex- 
ico City where his wife is ill. 

Dick Owen in from Texas to 
look over product for his thea- 
tres. 

Gottfried Reinhardt to San Jose 
to scout locations for “The Family 
Man.” 


Van Heflin to Chicago for the 
world preem of Universal’s ‘“‘Toma- 
hawk.” 

Philip Ahn appointed public re- 
lations chairman of the Korean Re- 
lief Society. 

Errol Flynn _ hospitalized 
treatment of a_ back 
tained in France. 

Bridget Carr and Jean Mills to 
Miami for the world preem of 
“Under the Gun.” 


George Sidney returned to his 
desk at Metro after a five-day vaca- 
tion at Palm Springs. 

Carolina Cotton leading a troupe 
to Camp Travis to entertain wound- 
ed veterans from Korea. 

Mrs. Lyle Talbot, known profes- 
sionally as Paula Deaven, hospital- 
ized with virus infection. 

Pat O’Brien awarded a Citation 
of Merit by the American Legion 
for entertaining veterans. 

Esther Williams reported for 
work at Metro for the first time 
since the birth of her child. 

Louis Blane appointed chairman 
of the Foreign Publicity Commit- 
tee of the Producers Association. 

Chill Wills planed to Dallas to 
attend the annual convention of 


town 


after 


Miami 


all for 
injury sus- 


the Allied Theatre Owners of 
Texas. 
Joseph Mankiewicz put his 


Beverly Hills mansion on the mar- 
ket, intending to spend more time 
nN. ¥. 

_Bop Hope is spending his vaca- 
tion hopping up and down along 
the Coast in a series of camp 
shows. 

Ben Kalmenson and Mort Blu- 
menstock in town for 10 days of 
distribution and publicity huddles 
at Warners. 

New American Legion Post, re- 
cently organized by Harry Stevens 
of the Air Force, will be named 
after Al Jolson. 

Rosalind Russell will be the 
commentator Feb. 3 at the Damon 
Runyon Cancer Fund Fashion Pre- 
view at the Ambassador hotel. 

_ Studio music departments help- 
ing handle ticket sales for three- 
day appearance of Israel Philhare 
monic Orchestra here in March. 

: William Dieterle and Victor 
Young will be guest speakers at the 
next monthly luncheon of the Hol- 
lywood Foreign Correspondents 
Assn. 

Herbert J. Yates will be awarded 
the Gold Citizenship Medal by the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars for 
services in the advancement of 
American ideals.” 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 

Jackie Heller off on a two-week 
Caribbean cruise. 

_Ted Tolleys celebrated 32d wed- 
ding anni and the Dave Silvermans 
their 22d. 

Bill Danziger in town for few 
days on a special March of Dimes 
assignment. 

Bob Sully returning to films 
after several years for role in 
“Worlds Collide” at Par. 

Evalyn Tyner brought her trio 
on from Washington to entertain 





|at Symphony’s Masque Ball. 


Polly Rowles signed for role in 
new George S. Kaufman-Leueen 
MacGrath play, “Small Hours.” 

Eddie Wappler, former Nixon 
manager, company-managing Ten- 
nessee Williams’ ‘“‘Rose Tattoo.” 

Gerry Stovin, a Canadian, will 
try his luck on London stage when 
he graduates from Carnegie Tech 
Drama School. 

Rondo Records has bought the 
master of WWSW disk jock Art 
Pallan’s “Waiting,” and will put it 
in national release. ae 

Stanley got a “Storm Warning 
review in Post-Gazette by Ray 
Springle, who won ‘Pulitzer Prize 


\for his Justice Black-KKK expose. 


‘ 
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‘attack at his Bronxville, N. Y., | - 
vee Starting with First National : 
in 1920, Hatch subsequently joined TY ht i rt Th t 

O Bl I U A R | ES Grand National and went to War- 0 po red 
/ner Bros. in 1938. ‘onti 
Body was sent yesterday ‘Tues.) a a oe 
WIGHT DEERE WIMAN | programs, in Newark around 1929, to Bellefontaine, O., for burial. His of a growing scarcity of first-run Po,” starring Carla Del Poggia, 


Dwight Deere Wiman, 55, legit 
producer, died after a heart at- 
tack at his home in Hudson, N. Y., 
an, 20. wa) 
sroduction is “The Country Girl,” 
cjitiord Odeéts’ smash hit currently 
at the Lyceum theatre, 

\Wiman's first’ producing effort 
on the main stem, an innocuous 
thing called “Ostriches,” put on in 
1925 in association with William 
A. Brady, Jr, Was a failure. 

\viman continued his association 
win Brady for five years with 
cneh hits as “The Road to Rome,” 
with Jane Cowl and Philip Meri- 
wales “Women Go On Forever,” 
ith Mary Boland and “Command 
to Love” with Basil Rathbone. 

in 1930 Wiman tried producing 
on his own. He continued to score 
with such hits as “The Little 
Show” in which Fred Astaire and 
Libby Holman got their = start; 
“he Gay Divorcee” which pushed 





{ 


His most recent Broadway |. 


' 


Until last September she acted in 
television over metropolitan net- 
works. 
Miss Gordon had played roles. 
in “The Aldrich Family.” “Young | 
Dr. Malone.” “When a Girl Mar- 
ries” and “Report to the Nation,” 


‘and had conducted her own radio 


Astaire along the road to Holly-. 


wood and fame; “The Vinevar 
Tree’: “The Queen’s Husband"; 
“On Borrowed Time”; “By Jupi- 


ter’: “Babes in Arms”; and a musi- 
cal version of “Street Scene.” 

Wiman was born in Moline, Til. 
He went to Yale University’s Shef- 
tield School and was active in dra- 
maties while there. 

After graduation Wiman took a 
fling at the business world wiih 


at Moline. But two years later he | 


got a wire from Frank Tuttle which 
changed his career. 

Tuttle, 
film . director, wanted Wiman 
to come to New York and join a 
film company he was forming. 
Wiman dropped plow’ making, 
started writing film continuities, 
grinding cameras, and playing 
secondary villains, the way person- 
nel was wont to do in those pioneer 
days. The company was called The 
Film Guild. Such later stars as 
Glenn Hunter and Clara Bow made 
early appearances in their films. 

The company was moderately 
successful, but in 1925 Wiman 
switched to the stage and his real 
success began. During World War 
Il his managerial know-how was 
used in putting on shows for Amer- 
ican troops as director of enter- 
tainment for the American Red 
Cross in Britain. 

Survived by four daughters and 
a brother. 


ERNEST COSSART 

Ernest Cossart, 74, veteran actor 
who had appeared in a long list 
of stage and screen roles since 
coming to this country from Eng- 
land more than 40 vears ago, died 
in New York, Jan. 21, . 

Born in Cheltenham, England, 
he made his debut in April, 1896, 
as a gendarme in “Robert Macaire” 
at the old Novelty theatre, London. 


(on the screen. 


a Yale schoolmate and) 


shaw, “Your Voice and You,” on 
NBC. 

For years she toured in a one- 
woman show, “Why Radio Actors | 
Go Mad,” and in her own sketches, 
appearing as Chatty Hattier Mrs. 
Idy Claire, discussing “Husbands 
as Hobbies.” the “Oh, Damn Club” 
and “Streamlining the News.” In 
“Real Folks from Thompkins Cor- 
ner,” she created the character of 
Stammering Sneed. 

Born in Anderson, Ind., she at- | 
tended Eme son College. Later | 
she played the Chautauqua circuit 
five vears, making a reputation as 
a diseuse with recitations of Uncle 
Remus stories and tales of the old 
South. 

Surviving are husband, a son by 
a former marrige, Gordon Graham 
White, and two sisters. 


JACK HOLT 
Jack Holt, 62, former cowboy 
film star, died of coronary throm- 
bosis Jan. 18 at the Veterans’ hos- 
pital, Sawtelle, Cal. It was his sec- 
ond attack in two weeks. At his 
bedside was his son, Tim, now a 





Ni A | western star in his own right. 
the family plow-making company , 


The elder Holt was actually a 
cowpuncher before riding a horse 
Born in Virginia 
and educated at Virgiaia Military 
Institute, he tried numerous jobs 
until he took up acting in stock and 
vaudeville. His motion picture 
career started in 1916 at Paramount 
where he appeared with Gloria 
Swanson, Theodora Roberts, Sylvia 
Ashton, Elliot Dexter, and played 
leading roles in a number of Cecil 
B. DeMille productions. In time 
he became Paramount’s top rider 
in a series of westerns based on 
Zane Grey stories. His next move 
was to Columbia where he was a 
star for several years. More re-| 
cently he was a freelance. 


MILTON C. HERMAN | 
Milton C. Herman, 55, an actor | 
in films, radio and TV, died of | 
coronary thrombosis at his home 
in Astoria, L. I. Jan. 21. Starting 


his career in 1912, he worked in| 


pictures for seven years and ul- 
timately stepped into radio and 


TV. 


“had the ability 


There followed several seasons of , 
small parts in the provinces, a bet- | 


ter chance in “The Duchess of 
Dantzig” in London, and then 


Granvilte Barker, making his start 
as a producer, engaged him tor 
“Prunella.” 

Soon afterward, Cossart came to 
New York and made his debut at 
the Knickerbocker Theatre in Sep- 
tember, 1906, as Colonel Fink- 
oy in “The Girls of Gotten- 
evrs?. 

Cossart was seen in many Thea- 
tre Guild productions, among them 


“\iary of Scotland,” “The Mask 
aod the Face.” “Reunion in Vien- 
na,’ “Getting Married,” “The Ap- 
ple Cart,” “Caprice,” “Marco 


\iillions.” “The Chief Thing,” 
“A\rms and the Man,” “Volpone,” 

«int Joan,” “From Morn to Mid- 
ncht.” “He Who Gets Slapped,” 
and “Madame Bovary.” 

lis many other appearances in- 
cluded “The Great Waltz,” “The 
Way of the World,” “What Never 
Dies” and “Candida.” His last role 
Was that of Charles Dickens’ 
father in “The Ivy Green,” at the 
l..ceum theatre, N. Y., in 1949. 

1935, Cossart began to act for 
‘1 sereen. His pictures included 


| 


A versatile performer, Herman | 
to portray most | 
roles from broad comedy to char- | 
acter parts. Recently he was seen 
in such TV shows as “Lights Out” 
and “Man Against Crime.” Serv- 
ices will be held at 2:30 p.m. today 
(Wed.) at the Little Church Around 
the Corner, N. Y. 

Surviving are a sister and two 
brothers. 


DOUGLAS N. LAMY 
Douglas N. Lamy, 32, radio and 


‘film actor, fatally shot himself in 


his N. Y. home, Jan. 19. 

He started his Hollywood career 
under the name of John Mitchell 
as a juvenile lead in a Bette Davis 
picture, “Mr. Skeffington,” and 
jater appeared in radio under 
the professional name of Douglas 
Drake. 

Detectives said the actor appar- 
ently had placed the stock of the 
small bore death gun between his 
knees, the muzzle against his fore- 


‘head, and pulled the trigger. 


‘iv American Wife,” “The Licht | 


Tout Failed,” “Lady of the 
lropies,” “The Magnificent 
rraud,” “Three Smart Girls Grow 
{ p,” “Never Say Die,” “Kings 
Row,” “A Bill of Divoreement.” 
‘Devils Galore,” and “Love from 
a Stranger.” 


"le is survived by hos wife, the 
former Maude Davies, and a 
Ccughter, Valerie Cossart, an 
“actress, 


ELSIE MAE GORDON 

, .* @ Mae Gordon, radio actress, 
© G In New York, Jan. 18. ; 
ie begen her radio career with 
nam MacNamee as a Gold 


Ric! 


( 
' 


‘win in 1922 and appeared 
of the firs’ NBC television 


ls one 


A search of the apartment re- 
vealed no notes, but police listed 
the death as suicide. 


ENRIQUE FRIEDLANDER 


Enrique Friedlander, 44, man- 

ager for RKO in Chile, died over 
the weekend of a cerebral hemor-— 
rhage, according to word received 
by Phil Reisman, RKO Radio vee- 
pee in charge of foreign distribu- 
tion, 
’ Friedlander, a native of Argen- 
tina, entered the’ film business at — 
the age of 20. He joined RKO in 
1937 as manager of the Rosario, 
Argentina branch, and served in 
various capacities in Argentina 
until 1944. In that year he became 
manager of RKO Chile, which po- 
sition he held up to the time of 
his death. 


EDWARD BEATTY 
Edward Beatty, veteran Chi 
theatre operator, died in Chicago 
Jan. 20. Survived by wife and two 
children. 





STANLEY W. HATCH 
Stanley W. Hatch, head of War- 
ner Bros. home office contract 
dept., died Monday (22) of a heart: 


wite, Frieda, and two sisters sur- 


RALPH J. RICKUS 


Ralph J. Rickus, veteran vaude 
and burlesque performer, died in 


| Brooklyn, N. Y., Jan. 15, as result 


of injuries resulting from being 
struck by a car. He was a brother 
of Billy Hawthorne, former N. Y. 
agent and vaude act producer, who 
since retirement some years ago 
has been in construction business. 
After several years in burlesque, 
Rickus became a member of the 
comedy team of Rickus & Halter. 
He had also done a single for a 
time, in which he essayed Dickens’ 
characters in a protean plavict. 
Survived by wife and brother. 


EASTWOOD LANE 


Eastwood Lane. 71, who com- 
posed such works as “Boston 
Fancy.” a_ ballet. and the tone 
poem, “Sea Burial,” died at Cen- 
tral Square, in upstate New York, 
Jan. 22. 

A member of the Society of 
Composers, Authors & Publishers, 
Lane was assistant director of the 
Wanamaker Auditorium concerts 
from 1914 to 1935. 

EDDIE OWEN 

Eddie Owen, sonrcwriter and 
vocal coach, was found dend in his 
New York hotel room Jan. 22. 
Police ascribed his death to sui- 
cide. 

Among those Owen had coached 
was Jzyne Manners, ex-wife of 
theatreman George Brandt. When 
he failed to appear for an appoint- 
ment with her she called his hotel. 
Employees then discovered the 
body. 





WALDO TUPPER 

Waldo Tupper. 68. Ringling 
Bros. circus’ traffic director and 
general agent, died of a heart at- 
tack Jan. 18 aboard a. Southern 
Pacific train while on his way to 
Los Angeles. 

He was well known in Southern 


and expositions 4nd as an _ or- 
ganizer of amateur _ theatrical 
groups. 


A. L. GORE 


houses in New York for this type 
of product. The New York run, for 
,a minimum of eight wecks, remains 
an absolute prerequisite to a for- 
eign film’s acceptance in . other 
cities. With at least fair notices 
in New York, and a decent run to 
back up a fi m, it can get bookings 
in Chicago. Philly, Detroit, Boston 
and Los Angeles. The Coast, in- 
cidentally, has grown to be the na- 
tion’s No. 2 foreitn pic market, de- 
noting a confirmation of the wist- 
fully said comment in the Bible 
that “a prophet is not without 
honor, save in his own country.” 

The year’s foreign hits still on 
the boards in New York continue 
to occupy the best first-run houses 
i that normally exhibit the foreigns. 
| These are the Italian “Bitter Rice” 
' (Lux) with Silvana Mangano; the 
French “Orpheus” (Discina Inter- 
national), the latest Jean Cocteau 
piece, a myth in modern garb; the 
mixed Italian-and-French “Ways of 
Love,” and the Italian “The Bicycle 
Thief,” the latter two distributed 
by Joseph Burstyn. Their runs are 
prolonged, with the end of none 
yet in sight. 

There has been one notable de- 
velopment worth mentioning. Here- 
tofore, the absolute rule has been 
that any foreign film is whipped 
to a standstill by a bad press in 


New York—especially in the Times, | 


Herald Tribune or Post, which 
foreign fiim fans read. “Orpheus” 
has licked such a jinx. Most of 
the daily critics nixed it, or wrote 


reviews which were as obscure as | 


they claimed the picture was. 
the fi'm 


But 
impressed Newsweek, 


Time, the New Yorker and some | 


other “slicks,” and the film caught 
on quickly. This may be the ex- 
ception to the ru'e, but that rule 
remains valid—the daily press re- 
action is of first importance. 


Topnotch Product Scarce 


As of the year's end, topnotch 
foreign product was still pretty 


| California as a director of pageants S¢arce, and on the immediate hori- 


zon the only likely winner arriving 
for the holiday season was the 
French “Manon,” directed by Henri- 
Georges Clouzot, who had hit a 
jeckpot with “Jenny Lamour.” It 


Ss “Ss Vapi “a7 y 7: 1, “mM. 
A. L. Gore, 67, who started the | Stats Cecile Aubry, whose perform 


original West Coast 
cuit with Sol Lesser, Adolph 
Ramisch and his brother Mike 
Gore, died in Hollywood, Jan. 22 
after a year’s illness. 

He and his brother hed operated 
a nabe theatre circuit following 
sale of West Coast to Fox two 
decades ago. Wife, son and a 
daughter survive. 


Theatres cir- 


MARQUIS J. DE BARONCELLI 

Marquis Jacques de Baroncelli, 
84, director and producer of over 
60 French productions died in 


Paris, Jan. 19. 


FERIKE BOCROS 

Ferike Boros, 62, character ac- 
tress. died Jan. 16 in Hollywood. 
She had no relatives in this coun- 
try. 

Mother. 65. of Sid Caesar, co- 
median, died of a heart ailment in 
Yonkers, N. Y.. Jan. 21. Surviv- 
ing also are two other sons, a 
brother and a sister. 


Ida Cannon, wiie of William 
Cannon, of Warner Bros. home of- 
fice tax department, died in New 
York Jan. 17. 


Mrs. Natalie Satin Rachmaninoff, 
70, widow of the noted pianist- 
composer, died in New York Jan. 
Et 





Richard R. Bruckner, 62, designer 
of theatrical equipment, died in 
New York Jan. 17. Survived by 
wife. 


Mother, 74. of Seton I. Miller, 
motion picture producer-writer, 
died Jan. 17 at her home in Ever- 
ett, Wash. 


Nancy Barton, 34, wife of Charles 
Barton, film director, died Jan. 19 
at her home in Palm Springs, Cal. 


Father, 85, of Floyd Holm, man- 
ager ot the Hollywood Compton 
agency, died Jan. 18 in Duluth. 





THEATRE ’51’S ‘INNOCENT’ 


Dallas, Jan. 23. 
Edward Caulfield’s new play, 
“An Innocent in Time,” will be 
the next production of Theatre 
‘51, to open here for a three-week 
run Monday, Jan. 29. 
Spencer James will direct, 


ance in “Manon” Jed to a 20th-Fox 
contract for “The Black Rose.” 

But there is some hope in rising 
French film production. In that 
country, incidentally, government 
subsidy to the industry under a 
1948 law has 2mounted to $5.000,- 
000. In the first eight months of 
1950, French studios turned out 80 
features, or 16 more—i.e., about 
| 16°¢—than for the same period in 
/1949. The total 1950 figure is ex- 
pected to show about 110 com- 
pleted features, considerably more 
than in the pre-war period. 
_ On the soon-upcoming list of 
foreicns for 1951, Discina Interna- 
tional and Lux—specializing large- 
ly in French and Italian films, re- 
spectively—are leading the way. 

Discina is getting ready 19 fiims 
to serve up imminently. Among 
them are: 

Maurice Chevalier — in “Ma 
Pomme,” possibly to be released as 


and “Oh, Amelia,” starring Dani- 
elle Darrieux. The latter is a 
French farce which makes it some- 
thing of a departure from Lux’s 
usual Italian policy. 

The available supply had better 
be good. In foreign films, a flop 
drops with a very loud crash. 
There’s no chance of sneaking a 
few hundred bookings for it as the 
bottom half of a double feature, 
which is the fate of a Hollywood 
dilly. With a foreign film exhib, 
the picture’s the thing. He needs 
topnotchers to meet expenscs. The 
audiences which this unhappy fel- 
low attracts just don’t eat popcorn, 
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Or one channel 
for transmitting a 


simultaneously. 
could be used 
program to a group 
while a sccond program is being 
recorded for later use on film on 
the same channel, 

Experimental application of 
cross polarization was conducted 
over a 13-mile path -between the 
City building in New York, near 
the Fox laboratories, and the Rock- 
cliff apartment builuing in Mont- 
elair, N. J. 

Report, covering Fox theatre tele 
| experimental operations since May 
of 1949, was filed by company’s 
Washington counsel, Welch, Mott & 
Morgan. i 


MARRIAGE 


Jeanne Hanna to Sam Woodie, 
Las Vegas, Jan. 10. She’s an as- 
sistant story editor at Paramount; 
he’s with station KFI there. 

Beverly Alleman to Tony Mon- 
, tell, Los Angeles, Jan. 15. Both are 
with the touring “Kiss Me, Kate” 
company. 

Claire Cook to Bob Ruskin, New 
York, Dec. 27. He's a salesman for 
Coiumbia Pictures in Pittsburgh. 

Frances Charles to Robert Street, 
Las Vegas, Jan. 15. Bride is a le- 
git actress; he’s an ABC account 
executive. 

June Lockhart to Dr. John Fran- 
cis Maloney, New York, Jan. 16. 
Bride is an actress and daughter 
of actors Gene and Kathleen Lock- 
hart. 

Polly Lawrence to George Elliott, 
San Francisco. Jan, 11. Bride is 
vocalist at KFRC; he’s a musician 
in Ernie Heckscher’s orch. 

June Hutton to Axel Stordahl, 
Greenwich, Conn., Jan. 20. Bride 
is a songstress and sister of Ina 


| 





Ray Hutton, bandleader; he’s 
musical conductor for Frank 
Sinatra. 


Nadine Barker to William Cag- 
ney, Las Vegas, Jan. 21. He’s a 
film produccr and head of his 
brother’s, Jimmy Cagney, produc- 
tion company; bride is a non-pro. 

Betty Caulfield to Carl William 
Victor, New York, Jan. 19. Bride 
is an actress and sister of actress 
Joan Caulfield. 

Sylvia Abuhoff to Eli Weinberg, 
New York, Jan. 21. Bride is in 
band booking department of Gale 
Agency; he is son of Ralph Wein- 
berg, southern band promoter. 





“Just a Bum,” title of a song Che-| 


valier popularized on both sides of 
the Atlantic years ago. The exploi- 
tation gimmick here is that the 
film will be dedicated to the vci- 
eran French star to mark his 50th 
anniversary in show business. For 
the American premiere, Chevalier 
will come to the U. S., and a major 
ballyhoo is planned. 

“Bluebeard.” in Gevacolor, 
French equivalent of Technicolor. 
Michel Simon is starred in the title 
role. 

“Lady Paname,” starring Suzy 
Delair and Louis Jouvet. both stars 
of “Jenny Lamour.” 

“Casque D'Or,” with Simone Sig- 
noret. 

“Tomorrow We Divorce.” 
Sophie Desmarets. 

The Discina list is therefore the 
most pretentious of the forihcom- 
ing season. The company got off 
to a running start for the new year 
by launching “Orpheus” and “Ma- 
non” as the old year was fading. 

The Lux ready schedule of about 
17 films is also imposing. The com- 
pany scored five months. ago with 
“Biiter Rice,” in which Silvana 
M: ngano, a_ voluptuous §Itelian 
iiem, was introduced to American 
audience’. Lux is following up 
soon with the Itahan “The Wolf 
of the Si'a,” which also stars Man- 
gano. - 

The some distributing o: ci niza- 

jtion has on tap: “The Mill on the 


with 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Al Turner, son, 
Chicago, Jan. 13. Mother is a for- 
mer dancer; father is amusement 
editor of Chi newspapers. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sam Manners, son, 
HolJywood, Jan. 13, Father is an 
executive in“Musie Corp. of Amer- 
ica’s Coast agency. 

Mr. and Mrs. Howard Goldstein, 


daughter, Hollywood, Jan. 16. 
Fether is a pressagent. 
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Johnson, 


son, Troy, N. Y., Jan. 5. Father ts 
an RKO salesman in the Albany 
branch. 

Mr. and Mrs. David Rees, daugh- 
ter, New York, Jan. 18. Father is 
film producer: mother is former 
secretary at MPAA. 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael St. Angel, 
son. Los Angeles, Jan. 16. Mother 
is Marjorie Holliday, screen ac- 
tress; father is an actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gus Harris. dauch- 
ter, Pittsburgh. Jan. 18. Father's 
hcadwaiter at Club Copa, Piit. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Lucken- 
bacher, son, Hollywood, Jan. 17, 
Father is trailer editor at Puara- 
monn, 

Mr. and Mrs. Hobe 
so”, New York, Jan. 21. 
a Venrety staffer. 

Johnny ‘Rudoiph the Red-No «d 


Morrison, 
Father is 


Reindeer) Moark~. dauchter. New 
York, Jun. 22. Father is a sov-g- 
writer-nublich r. 

Mr. and } C:ne F' vin, son, 


Washinton, -:n. 90. Foether is a 
dick je ry ens) Cea VITO? 


of - thratres— 
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